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on relating to the Treaty of SmUiy ibid. Argument for 
it, 444. Anfwer, ib. Reply, 446» Queftion cairied 
in the Negative, 448. Lord Carteret*s Motion for Al- 
lotments of Quarters, ibid. Motion againft the aug- 
menting of the Army, v.iith the Debate upon it, 449. 
Argument for it, ibid. Anfwer, 450. Reply, 454. 
Queftion carried in the Negative, 460. Debate on the 
Bill for regulating Quaners, ibid. Copy of the faid Bill, 
ibid. Earl of Anglefea*s Motion for an Amendment, 
46^. Debate relating to another Amendment, 463. 
Argument for it, ibid. Anfwer, 466. Reply, 473. 
Amendment carried, 477. Motion for another Amend- 
ment, ibid. AiLTumcut ior jr^ 478. Anfwer, 479. 
Reply, 482. ^^leftion^M in the Affirmative, 483* 
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House of Lords, 

W I T H T H B 

DEBATES and PHOTJESTS therein, 

From the Acceffiori of King George the Second. 

■ . . . . . . *.'-.'• •■• r 

IIS Majefly King GEORGE the Firft died Anno i. 'Geo. 11, 
at 0/m7^rw^, on the i un ul Jufji^ L7^7* I7*7^--' 

OD a Villt to hh Gtrman Dominion^. Tierc- ^•'^i~ J 
upon the rafliamctit met un ihc r^th, the 
very D^y afur the Arrival o/ the Exprcfs, 
purfaant to ti* A^ 4 and c Ammr, Cap. 8. 
Tbey wer^.djm prorogued, by Coinmiflioa. 
from his prcfent Majefly to ^|i^a7th of Jm9. Being met. 
again on that Day, the King^Soie to the Houfe of Lords,. 
and open'd the Sefllon with & moft gracious Speech, which 
being infcrtcd at largo in Qnh%nh%w.^i Hipor^ of theHov^E 
OF Commons, We thinfc urtqMpeJTtry cq rcpe^l^ ^Suffice 
it to (ay, that upon a Motion ujf the Barl of Chefter', 
f'ild, the Lords uniiriimqirfly. volld ihe following Addrefs.. 
of Condolence, Congr^ttflation, atid Thatika ; which was 
prefeotcdon the 2S;h. 

Mofi Gracious S$meritgn^ , 

WE your Majelty's moll datiful and loyal Subjeas, The Lords Ad- 
tbe Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament d^efs of Condo- 
'afl^blcd, beg Lj^ve to reiurn your Majelly our m ft l^""'^^ ^^'leratu- 
^ hearty and unfeigj&ed 1 hanks ior your Majeiiy s molt gra- Thanks to King 1 
' cioos .Speech from^he Throne, and to aJTure yoi^r Majefty, Ccorfc II. upon 
' that though we , are afFefied with the utmoft Sorrow at the his Accefiion to 
• Death Qt our Ute graetoias Sovereign, our lluarisare at^^*^'®***' 
\ the fame time filled with an incxpreSble loy ^: your Ma- 
1727. A • jefty'* 



( 2 )' 

Anno T. Gco.ll. * jcHy's pcaccaUc and happy Acccffion to the Throne of your 

i7i7« * Royal Anceftors. 
^" V ^ * Your Majclly's tender Concern for your People, and 

* your moft gracious and folema Declaration, That yon will 
.* always efteem their Love and AfFeflion as the belt Support 

* of your Crown ; that it fhall be your conftant Care to pre- 
' ferve the Conltltucion of this Kingdom inviolable, as it is 

* now happily eftablifhed inChuith and State; and that you 

* will fecure to all your Sqbjedls tlu} full Enjoyment of their 

* Religious and Civil Rights, claims'our moft fmcere and du- 

* tiful Acknowledgments s and may juftly be depended upon 

* from your Majefty, who fo early and fo eminently dillin- 

* guiflied yourfelf in Defence of the Proteftant Caufe, and 

* the Liberties of Europe in general. 

* Nothing can be a greater Encouragement to your Maje- 
' fty*i good Subjeds in the faithful DiCeh^rge of their Doty, 

* than your Royal Approbation of that Vigour and Refolu* 
' tion, which was exerted in the lad Sefion of Parliament for 
' the Defence of the Rights and PoiTeflions of this Nation* 

* and for maintaining the Tranquility and Balance of Power 
' in Europi ; nor can any Thing be a greater Satisfadlion to 

* us, -than the Ilrong AiTurances your Majefly has given to 

* all your Allies of porfuing the fame Meafures, and mak< 
' ing good the Bngagemehts entered into by the Crown of 

* Grftt^ Britain* 

* We are moft £rmly perfuaded, that tb^fe many Inftan- 

* ces of your Majefiy's great Goodnefs to your People juilly 

* deferve, and cannot fail of meeting with all imaginable Rci- 

* turns of their Gracimde and Lo>^^Uy, and we beg Leave 

* to aiTure your Majeily, in the ilrong^p; Manner, of our iu^ 

* violable Fidelity, and 61 oor fixed and unalterable Refolu* 

* tion, upon all OccaHort^ to mrtidtuin your Majefly^s an- 
'doubted Right and T^de to the hnperial Crown of thefe 
« Realms, and the f^veral Dominion: thereunto belonging ; 

* and that we wflt, tn purfifcince of the njany folemn AiTur- 

* anceswe hav? aheady^giveu, ufe our utmoft Efforts to 

* maintain your Majdly% undoubted Right to tv^y other 

* Part of your DoDiimons, againfl all ' Attempts whatfoevcr, 

* and that we will chearfuUy embrace all Opportunities to 

* fupport and advance the Honour and Dignity of the 

* Crown. 

To this his Majefly gave the following Anfwer, 

My lords^ \\ 

The King's An- " T Thank you heartily for this^ery loyal Addrefs ; fqcli 
ttiCT thereto. '* X ^ DemonHration of your f^ty and Affedion cannot 
^ but be truly acceptable to me. ' You taay be afluicd that 

•* I 
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'* I (hill, thrOQgh the whoJc Courfc of my Reign, have no Anno i. Ceo.II. 
'* other View than the iacerell and Happinds of my Pco- '7*7' 

The Lords having pafs'd the following Bills ffnt up from 
the Commoas, l. For the better Supp9rt of his Majeftys 
Hc'dflrold. 2. For fupportinjt the Royal Dignity of tht ^^fn^ . 
U cafe cf her fur^i<ving his Majefiy, 3. To enable the King 
to be Governor of the Sooth Sea Company. 4. To continue 
the Imprtfonment of Kohext Bhckbumc *, ilfc. 5. for en- 
abling Perfom to qualify them ft Ives for their refpe^ive Oj/t- 
ees, &C. the King came to the Houle on the 17th of July ; 
and, having made a Speech to both Houfes, proroj^ued the The Parliamenr 
Parliament to the tgih of Augujf. But on the - ch of thc^inblvU 
feme Month a Proclamation was iflued for their Diflblution, 
arid for calling a New . Parliament. 

• Serthe Debate in th^-Hoofc of Lords, relating to the Continuance 
ef thdr Imprilonment, Anno i. Ceo. i. 1714. P. ip. 

77je First Session of the Fmsr Par- 
liament of King GEOI^GE 11. 

Being the Seventh Parliament of Great- Bh'tain. 



TO avoid Rcpec:iion, We ihall noE here gWe a Lift o(Thc FirftSefTion 
the Peers at the Acc^fton of his prefeni Majelly, asf'^"" ^\!^J.^'' 
Wc did at the Death of Q^tcnAme : B.t^istht^'^ZtcU^''^ 



SciU Peers fit by Rlefllon, Wc fhall exhibit n Lift of the 
Sixteen chofen on the 20th of Sepftmbejt 10 rt prefent that 
Xiogdom in the eri-jirg Parlhmeni, whtch are as follow : 

Dukt of Afow/r: : qiicfa nf Tm^e^aU^ £arls ofThr >;amesof 

Stub<rlanei [b), R^n., ^,h^,i (d)^ mimh^Kgtoun fe), thcSixtcen Scot! 

L^dBn (fi, Findhtir(M}, Siffh^ (hj, Oti^n,(iJ, ^/A^^'""- 

1727- # A a /f;V/J 

(-.) Keeper of the Crrat ^^:.l r.f ^r,.*! ,. .1 ( ] Qnr cf thr Commifl-.o- 
nen of Tnidc in Scoti.ir J , it cj the Sim r . »: f Rofs, Ci o- 

martr, Niim, Caithn ii, . nd *if the !ji .3 of Orkney and 

Zetland, P. C. ^c C hr.a ^i ^^M^somt of Foor, ^0 <^nc of the 
CcTcTniiTioncrs of Trad', ui St-otlan^^ *t",d Lord Lwutciu'tit ct t^i^" Shires o\ 
Stirling and Ckckmrnran. r; E^ ' - Ci-^tnmiflinn* is of 'JVc^dc jn 

?<otJand, and Lord 1 imtf nan^ hhii. (/ Coirniiflionfr to 

ri^ Church of Sect! ■ ; 1^ ri-l 1. .. .^itt^t the Shirc ef Air, P. C. 

V^ Knight of f he ' \\ (,\ f^\ On^ ot tbf UiJs of the Bed- 

i.humb<i£y Colonel o t, ,jt4 U'^jtrTunt f»t lb? Sh'ie of G:illowj«y. 

P. C. (0 O-jc of til- ]. B-dchsmWr, CoW.^-I of the Royal 

Regiment of Foot, ?. . ■. '■ : Virgini.t } C^nfl^bl'. , Govftnor -^a' 

Captain of Edinburgh '..■■.. 



Aano I. Geo.II. hrk fa), Hoptoun (^), Delorain (f), lUy (JJ, Marcir 
/ 1727-23 ' mont^ and Dunmore [e). 

On the 23d of January the King came to the Houfc, 
and openM the SefTion with a Speech to both Houfes : His 
Majelly being withdrawn, the Lords unai)imoufly voted an 
AddreiSy wi^ch^ on the 29th, was prefente^ as follows : 

Mofi Gracious Sovereign, 

A^drefrof ' W/^ y^^ Majefty's moft duldful and loyal Subjects, 

Thanks to the * VV the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament 

King for hit < aflcmblcd, beg Leave to return your Majefly the humble 

?^^^ ' * Thanks of this Houfe, for your moft gracious Speech from 

* the Throne, and tb congratulate your Majefty upon the 

* .great (iopes you have been pleaied to communicate to us, 

* of feeing the publick Peace. and Tranquility very foon re^ 
« flored. 

* * Thefe, we muft humbly acknowledge, arc the happy 

* Confequences of that Spirit and Refolution, with whicA 
^ your Majefty has afterted your Rights as Sovereign of 

* this Kingdom, temper'd with a Noble Self-Denial of al{ 

* the Succefs and Glory that might attend your Majefty's 

* Arms, in the Profecution of a juft and necef&ry War, when 

* put in Balahce with the 'Eaf(&, Quiet; and Profperity of 

* your Subjeds. ft is a Difpo£tion of Mind truly great in 

* your Majefty, a Prince fo early initiated in the Art of 
•- War, and form'd by Nature for the greateft Military 'At- 

* chievemen^s, to cboofe rather to procure Peace for your 

* SubjeAs, than eo hxd. them to Vi;:corieB ; and to adorti 

* your Reign with the Hncerc and grateful Acclamations of 
< a happy People, mthef than tl^e Splendor of Triumphs. 

* • * Your Majcfty*s tender and indulgent Care for thfe Wel- 

* fare of your Kingdoms, has induced you tbexprefs fo kind 

* »and afFe£ti mte ,i Cov^cejn for the late difagreeable Situa- 

* tion of Afujj-s thtmgk cqcaiioniHl by mere Neccffity 

* which no Hmian Prtiicnce c^uld have prevented : Bat 

* whatever InGonvfT^icnws hav^ .Ij^j pened, they fall light 

* upon us^ when we oblen^e^ ihat yt.ur Majefty, as a true 

* Father of your Coiiittryf fc^rh tvtry Uneafinefs your Sub- 

* jcfts fuffer : Am] - v^«- Majefty has juftly rejedled all Pro- 

* pofitions, thit Mtiefi*^! or injurious to your Ho- 

* nour, and the ii^ticA ut your People, we cannot doubt 

• but 

(a) One of the Lord^of the Bc*:hamber, Kfeght of the Thiftlc, and 
Lord Lieutenant of, the County bf Clydcfdalft/^ (A) Lord Lieutenant mf 
the County of Linlithgow, /cj Gentlennan of^the Bedchamber to the 
King. 'J) Lord Jufticc- General of Sdtland, Lord Lieutenant of the 
Shire of Mid-Lothian, and Keeper of th^Jfrivy-Scal of Scotland^ P, C. 
(0 Colonel of the Third Regiment of O&ds. 
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f bat yonr Majefiy's Endeavours, in C6njan£lion with yonr Aano i.Geo If, 

* Allies, to pat an End to the Troubles and Diforders of \ '7*7^^- 
^ Eitrope, will foon have the dcfired Succefe. 

* The Nature of fuch Negociations could not but carry 
f them into that Length your Majedy is gracioufly pleafed to 
' regret, and the Patience your Majefly has had, folely from 
' an earneft Pefire to procure to your Subjeds a fafe and ho^ 
' DOurabJe Peace, muft in Duty and Gratitude animate the 

* whole Nation with the moft Heady Zeal, to exert itfelf in 
' vindicating your Majefty^s Honour, and defending the 

* Rights of your Crown. If contrary to Expeftation, 

* tiie Day fhould come, when the Safety of your People 
' fhall require flronger Remedies than Negociaiions ; we 
' fhall moll chearfully in that Cafe, under God, depend u« 

* pon your Majefty's Valour and Conduft. 

• We therefore humbly concur in Opinion with your Ma- 
' jefty, of the abfolute Neceffity of fupporting your Allies, 
' and promoting the mutual Fidelity, which we, with the 
' greatefl Satisfaction, obferve between your Majelly and 

* them, by contindng the Preparation/: that have brought 
' us to fo near a Profpeft of Peace ; that your Majelly, 
' however unwilling, may not l^ onable to defend by Force 
' thofe Rights, which we are perfuaded will be ipaintained 
' by amicable Me^fures. 

• The gracious AiTaranc^ from your Majefty of your 
' Defire to rediice ihc publick Expcnc<?, an J the full Con- 

* yi£Uon we hare, th^t it will be managed with the utmoii 
' Care and Frugality, lay the greateil Obligations upon us 

* to do all in our Pov, cr, to fiipport the prudent and necef- 

* fary Meafures your Majcily./fc llcadily pert verts iu, for 

* efbblifbing a fo!id tnd laftitTg Peace. 

* Your Majeil . LVindekctifion in acquainting your Par- 

* iiaiDent, that the Prdiminary Articles, and fuch other 

* Treaties and ConvcTitiGni, which, without manifeft Preju- 

* dice, may bccxpofec] to^blick View, fliall be lasd before 
' OS, is anticipating aU jfi coaTtl.reafona^ly aik of your 
' Majefty in the pTcfent dBgan&u^* 

• Wc have a frcfh lnppce of your Majefly's early Ap- 
' pikation to profecatc tS real Incere^ and peculiar Advan- 

* tage of this Kingdom, by your being graciouHy pleafed 
' to recpmmend to us fo important a Work, as tlmt of the 

* Increaie ind Encouragement of our Seamen, The Weight 

* which the Naval Force of Qrtai Britain has fo lately and 

* vifibly had, in an«ctiDg the Honatir of your Majefty's 

* Crown, and the Rights and PofFcfliQns of our Country, is 

* too lively upon our Minds, for us not to ^nitv with the 
' greatefl Willi ngnefs on a Deli b<? rat ion (o ufeful and ne- 
l QiSuy, chat they may ^ invited into the Service, by 

' ' Means 
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Ibno I. Ceo.XS» ' Means more faitable to the known Homanity and Ten* 
1727-28. ^ * demcfs of the Prince they are to fcrvc, and to thofe Li- 
berties chcy are to enjoy at well aft defend, than Che Me- 
thods hitherto ufed of Compulfiort. 
< We cannot give better Proofs of our Doty to your Ma- 
jeily, and Love of our Country, than by our Unanimity, 
2Seal, and Difpatch of the publick Bufmefs ; and we hope 
this Parliament will convince the W<)r]d, that none of 
your Subjects arc fo weary of their own Hiippinefs, as out 
of Envy or Malice to wi(h a publick Diflrefs, or to foment 
Difficulties at Home^ in order to interrupt ottr prefent pro- 
miiing Expedlations : We fliould look on fuch as Incen- 
diaries, unworthy of the Name of Britons t they would 
be detefted at Home, and defpifed Abroad, even by thofe 
whofe Caufe they would ferve. The juft Indignation fuch 
an unnatural Temper would raife in the Hearts of all 
your faithful Subjedts, would necefflbrily incite them to 
the greater Zeal for your Majefty's Service, and Support 
of your Government, upon which our happy Profpeft of 
Peace and Profperity does depend : And as we are deeply 
' feniible of the Happinefs we enjoy under the beft of Go- 
' vemments, adminiftred by the bed of Kings, we will 
(hew that we know how to fet a juft Value on thofe Blcf- 
fings, by admitting no other Contention amon'gfl us, but 
who (hall be moft active and zealous in preferving them , 
and in promoting the publick Felicity, by rend ring yout 
' Majelly^s Reign as eafy and glorious to your felf, as it h 
• happy and advantageous to your I ^^ople.• 



His MxLJtRft Anfwer. 



My L&rJ^, 



HisMajeftys " T Thank vcli for this very t^ltiful and aiFeAionate Ad- 

Anfwer. <« J^ drefs, winch Ciinnot fftil oi fiaving a good £ff*ed both 

** ac Home QntJ Abroad. The V^Mfare and Happinefs of 
*' my People l^aU alvvfifs take. Fi::ca with me of all other 

*• Confiderations ; and you jnay h^ affurcd that the Con- 

** fidence you put in Me, Hull oot be made ufe of to any 

•* other Purpofes, htit fcf ^he Safety, Intereft, and Honour 

•• of the Isiation.'' 

Tmtics, &c. FeB, 12. The Duke of Ni^ca/?/i *, by his Majefty's 
hid before the Command ^ prefenfed to tlje Houfe Cupies of feveral Treaties, 
Houfe, Alliances, snd other Papers. 

Fei. 13. 'Vht^ Lords, tfecoiding to* Order, proceeded to 
take into ConfidcraEion the Statiue of dUmitation of the 21ft 
Year of King y&mtt L &td oxd^rc J that the Judges do pre- 
pare 

• SfCTCiary of State* 
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pirc and bring in aBill tocnaft, • That all Demands arifmg ^ »^- ^~"* 
from or grouoded on Accoant, other than fuch Accounts as ^'7^7^ '^ 
concern the Trade of Merchandize, betwixt Merchant and b^i f^^ amending 
Merdiaar, their Faiton or Servants, all Debts grounded on the Statute of 
any Lending or Contrad without Specialty, for which Adi- Limit-nion, nil 
ons Aall not be commenced or fucd within fix Years next af- J*°*** * 
ter the Caafc of fuch Aelions or Suit, (hall be deemed extin* 
goiihed in Law and Equity, as if the Canfe of fuch De- 
mands had never been, with foch Saving for Perfons ander 
Age, &c. as are already in the Aft. 

FeS. 24. The Lords order'd an Addrefs to his Majcfty, to State cf the Na- 
caufc the proccr Officers to lay before the Houfe, a Sute of J^°^^^ ^^^ «^- 
the Nadooal Debt provided or unprovided for by Parliament, ^ 
from the 31ft o^ Dicimbtr 1725, to the 31ft of December 
1727, with an Account of the Produce of the Sinking Fund 
xn each of rhofe Years^ and to the Payments of what Debts 
coocraded before the ^5th oi December 1716, the fiiid Fund 
hath been applied. 

Fit. 27. Tht Lords read a firft Time the Bill prepared The Mutiny-Bill 
by the Judges relating to the Statute of Limitation, which P*^*^- 
their Lord (hips read a ad Time the next Day, and commit- 
ted w a Committee of the whole Houfe. 

MM9r€h 1 9. The Lords read a ad Time the Bill for pu- 
nifhing Mutiny and Defertion; and on the 21ft went through 
lad pait*d the iaid Bill without Amendment. 

Marek %y^ The Lords orderM the BjU relating to the Sta- 
fB!C of Limitations to be ingroCed, with an Amendment, <viz. 
• That ftom the £ril of Juntt 1718, the filing of an original 
Writ or Action, and continuing the fame, ihull not be fuffi- 
oent to exclude the Defendani Ac Benefit of this Ad>, unleis 
heheaftiially arrcrted, or Notice given 10 fuch Defendant, Bill rebtlng to 
within hiMlvo Months after Wing fuch original Writs, in all thcSututcof Li- 
Ckio wktie fuch Defendants arc beyond Seas ; and that no-"^'*^'*'* ^""^^^ 
thing of this Ad fliall extend to Scat land. 

mi thit Bill djd not paii^to a law. 

It li roBiarkable, Thaiplie Order agalnll the AdmifTion 
of Strawgirs inta the ll^U wat to i\r\B.\y obfervM this 
Sefioo, that no Account of ihdr Lordfhips Speeches or Dc- 
batia waspobliihM, T^s uf;ja1, after the Ricrf- 1 nor even fo 
much as one Proc j^ therein hai yet appear d in anv Col- 
le6boB of Parliamenury Affiiirs, Thb we hope the Publick 
will the moreeaii^y excufe, when it isconfiaer'd that in a 
Work of this Kaiu^e^ to be aMbbtely comfleat, is >n^P^^" The Parliament 
iibi e .. Proceed ^e' therefore to obf^rvc, That on the p^J^^'Jj*"^ 
a^di of May the Kir»g came to the Hou<e of Peers, and 
pfOMgocdthc Parlament |e |he Sth of Jn^n/. 



ilnno«.Geo.ii.2^^ Second Session of the FiRST PabL- 
v^7;^8-2^ LiAMENT of King GEORGE 11. 

ON the ?ift of January the King came to the Houfe^ 
and openM the Seflion with a Speech : In Anfwec 
to wiiiph the following Addrefs of Thanks was pre* 
fented the next Day. 

Mofi GratidUJ. Sovereign f 
*. ^T TE your Majcfty's moil dutiful and loyal Subje£ls, the 
Adai«ft et * VV I%<ls Spiritual.and Temporal in Parliament aiTem- 
Thanks fcr the « bled, beg Leave to offer the humble and hearty Thanks. 
?^8;«Sgecch^at« ^f jj^jg jj^^^jg ^^ y^^^ Majefty.'s moft Gracious Speech 
^J2*ScflSon. ' * from the Throne ; and to. congrajujate your Ma>efty upon 

* the fafc Arrival of his Royal Highnefs the Prince of 
' fTales, 

I * This Hippinefs is owing to your Majelly's paternal Af- 

' fe£lion, and affords the higheft and moft peculiar Hononif 
' -to this Houfcy and a great Satisfaction to all good Sub-; 
' je6b.- The communicating to us the prelent Situation of 

* publick A^rs, the giving all the Satisfadion concerning 
^ ihem we could reafonably defire, and the tender Concern 

* your Majefly is pleafed to exprefs for the Sufpence in 
' which the Affairs pf Europe are ftill held, and the tem- 
*. porary Inconveciencies to as, which of Nece&ty muft a^ 

* tend it, are (rc(h InHsnces how much yoiir Majefty has 

* at Heart the Welfare of your Kingdoms. . 

* ribwcver doubtful the Event ot the prefent Negotia-r 

* tions may prove, which yoar Majclly has laboured with 

* fo much Prudence, in Concert with your Allies, to bring 
*, Co an ho no arable ConduiiOR, we mw^ with great Satif- 
^ fa£iion obiirve^ that our prefent St-uc of Uncertainty will 

* fooR^ ^dpiined, yoar Mejelly luuing been pleafed to 

* declare youf Opinioftt in Caa&rrcnco with the moft ardent 
*. Defires of ali -your faithful %bjc:*^t , that it is neceflary 
*. to infifl upon a fpccdy and c?^min Dtcifion of .this impor* 
*. tant T ran fa 6 ion. This is a Me [if u re now betome eflentl- 

* al to the Intcrdi of oar Country, :i d will convince all 

* thofe who have promotid ttiofc Dtl.y^ or have had the 

* high Prefumption to loputc them to your Majefty's Conr 

* duft, that the Sceptre of Gnat Brit.uH is in the Hands of 
' a Prince a^ little capiible of being ittt u fed as intimidated. 

. * We are fully fenBble, that a generous and compaffionate 
*. Regard for the Eafe and Happinefs of yoar Suljeds, could 
*, alohe have pre vaird upon your Mnjcf'y to be hitherto .(MJ- 

* tiehc under thefc diUCory Pfecttdiiigs ; for if this unde- 

- ^ « terming 
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' termiDcd State has been detrimental to the Intercfts of your Anno 2. Geo.rr. 

* Kingdoms, and if it has laid any Burthen on your People, 172S-29. 

* it mall ncccfiarily have raifed a high Refcntraent in your "^ 
' Majefty, the Guardian and Father of them. 

• But if, contrary to your Majelly's Wiflies and our own, 
' that Juilice and Satisfadion, fo long delayed, cannot be 

* obtained by amicable Meafures ; if the Patience of your 
' Majefty and yoar Allies fhould be abufed, and if the only 

* Way to Peace fhould be by an Appeal to Heaven in a juft 

* and ncccflary War, we (hall, with the greateft Chearfulnefs 

* and Zeal, fupport your Majelly in the Profecution of ir, 
' and enable you to carry it on with Vigour in Conjundion 
' with your Allies ; we have this Comfort, if a War una- 
' voidaWy muft happen, that it will be kindled at a Time, 

* when the Reputation of the Arms of Great BritaiK can- 
' rot fuifcr any Diminution. 

• The Alliance, in which your Majcfly is engaged, being 
' fojnded upon common Intereft, and llrengthened with re- 

* pea ted Marks of motual Fidelity, will, we hope, cfTcc- 

* tuaJly defeat the wicked Defigns of your Enemies, who, 
' by faJfc and malicious Infmuations, would either create ai 
' Dffidcnce among the Powers fo united, or miflead ypur 
' own Sub}e£is into anjud Opinions of the Condudl of your 
' Majcfty's Allies. 

' It appears eviderit to as, that nathing cou!d niDreencou- 
' nge the Coarts of Vunna ind Madrid in their pre- 

* feot Delays, than if Hopes have been given from hence of 

* creating Difcontcnis and Diviiiom among us, and of a 

* Profpcd of feeing Dl faculties arife at Home ; But whatever 

* have been the various and fecret Machinations of fome few; 
' w^tbro* Envy or Ambition may have dcbafed thernrelves fo 
' ftr, as to adl in Concert with ''^- - -^nn^il ^nd moft treache- 
' roos Difiarbers of the State ; ihy their conti- 
' noal Difappointments \w i\ tuu^ ar.cJ unnatural 
' Defigns, they will themfclve of belop al^k tf bring 

* Di^efs open their Cojutrf , ty^w rhough they ihould, by 

* Artifice, and the l.crfr of the Conftitution, almoft daily 
' abufed, efcape the :rii.J3ioo$ pQi^ifHineot due hy the Laws \ 
' of the Land to fuch Cnnncs* Wc entirely depend upon 

* your Majefty's Conilancy md Srcadfnefs (Virtues ever in- 

* ieparabfe firom a grcar Mind) thai no wicked and grounds 

* \^ Saggeftions or rrJinuatbna wiU alter your prefent Pur- 
' pofcs, or induce your Majcfly to give Ear to fTuftuaiing 
' Counfels ; and we fb^tndeitvour to convince the World; 

* that no artful Dcfigns or Intrigues fcli chant^e that AfF-^c- 
' tion and Harmony, <*f)^ch has, and we arc confident, ever 
' will fubfift, between your Ml^jofty and your Parliament: 

1-29. B T<y 
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Anno a. Geo. If. To this Addrefs his Majefty xcturoM the following Anfwer. 

Ji±i9^ Mj Lords. 

" T Thank you for this datiful and loyal Addreis. So fca- 

His Majcfty's « J;^ fonable an Inftancc of your Confidence in me, cannot 

Anfwcr. «< fail of producing very good Effcas both at Honac and 

** Abroad. You may depend opon my conftant Endeavours 
•* to promote the Eafe and Profperity of my People, which 
'' is the bed Return I can make for your Xtsl and Af* 
« feaion. 

A Ml orJcred ^^*' ^' '^^^ ^^^ oi Strafford took Notice of the Hard- 

for Relief of J^^P* ^^ Infolvent Debtors in England, which his Lordfhip 

Debtors. obfervM, was worfe than in Turkey, where, if after nine 

E. of Strafford. Months Iroprifonment it appeared that they were unable to 

fatisfy their Creditors j they were upon Oath of delivering 

E. of Aylcsford. m> their All released by Law. The Earls of Jylesford 2Sid 

Ld Kndi^' /^r, and Lord Bingley, prefs'd very much the Hardihip of 

imprifoning Perfons who are abfolutelv infolvent. The 

Ld Townfliend. Lord To^umjbend obferv'd. That the Cafe of many Debtors 

was, by the Unmercifulnefs of their Creditors, worfe than 

that of Galley-Slaves, who are provided for and kept clean ; 

whereas in England they are in a (larving Condition, and 

retting in a Goal. His Lordlhip thereupon movM, That 

Lifts be fent up from all the Prifons in Emt/and of the 

Debtors under Confinement, and for what Time, and for 

what Sum, which was orderM accordingly. 

Bill for ^rther Fek 12. The Lords order*d a Bill to be brought in for 

punifhing Forge- the more efedual Punifhment of Forgery, which was pre- 

^' fented by the Lord Chancellor ob the 26th, and read the 

firft Time. 

Marclf I i . The Lords rend a fecond Time the faid KlI, 
and committed it to a Committee of the whole Houfe : 
This Bill Yi^kd into 3 Law, 

Then a Report was made ffom the Committee appointed 

to confider of the Cafe of Debtors with refpe£l to the Im- 

prifonment erf their Perfons ; and ibe Judges were ordered 

to bring in a Bill there upon. 

The Lords con- -^^''^^ 1^^ "^^^ LoK^, iu 2 full Houfc, confidercd the 

finer the State State of tlic Nation, partkukrly with Refaition to tho 

of the Nation, pofitive Demand made by the Lourt of Spain, for the 

Refiitution of Gthr&h^r^ grounded on a Letter * written 

in the Year 1 7 e i j by his I^fe ^jjelly to the King of Stain t 

A Copy of that Leiter In Frtjtct, with a Tranflation ot it in 

Eng/i/& 

• A Mfiti^tt was m^d^ia the bit Scifion of King George 1. by Mr 
San4ys, for liying before tbeCodnmoti^ ^k O^pfof the faid Letter, hut it 
pafsM in the Ncgitivc j iecdfi*nd!tt*i ilaftory of that Ho«fe, P. 384. 
See likewifc Loni Bjtbtid}*?, tai tMsA T'jwnfluuid** Speeches relation 
thereto in the f^mc Sdlion* 
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Englijb, having been laid before the Houfc, the faid Tranf. Anno 2. Cco,lL 
kcioo was read, as follows : 1723-29. 

Sia, My BjtoTHERy 

IHa'ue learnt, <witb great Satisfaaion^ by the Report of my King George the 
JlmhaJaJor at your Court, that your Majeft)^ is, at laji, liW Letter rc- 
rejel^^d to remwe the Ohftacles that ha*ve, for fame Time, de- latingto thegiv- 
lafd the entire AccomfUJhment of our Union. Since, from the *"5 "P Gibr;Altar. 
Cojffidence your Majefty exprejfes tvwards me, 1 may look «- 
p^ the Treaties nubich ba^ve been in i^eftion between us as 
re efiahlijbed i and that accordingly the Inftruments necejfary * 

fsr carrying on the Trade of my Subjeds, ^will be delivered . - - • ^ - 
out : J do ns longer ballance to ajfiure your Majcfty of my Rea- 
dinefs to fatisfy you, nuith Regard to your Demand touching 
the Reftitution of Gibraltar ; promt fing you to make life of 
the firfl favourable Opportunity to regulate this Article, 
VLith Cowfent of my Parliament, And to gi've ycur Majedy'-u 
J^trihtr Proof of my AjfeQion, I ba*ue order d my Ambajfador, 
as fonm as the Negociation, luitb nvhich hi has been charged^ 
fiall Be Jinijhed^ to propofe to your Mayfly nenu Engagements 
to be enter'* d into, in Concert and jointly nuithYx'axi^x, fuit^ 
ehle to the prefent Corjunffure, not only for ftrengthening our 
Vai9a^ but alfo for fecuring the Tranfuility of Europe : Tour 
Majejly may be perfuaded that /, on my Part, nuill Jhewj all 
the Facility imaginable, pramijing myfilf fhdt you fwill do 
the Jame, for the mutual Etfufit of our Kingdoms, being mofi 
ftrftaly^ 

SiK, Mv Beiothes, 
JJy I, Your Majeily's 

172 f. Good Brother, 

Ts xhe King of Spain, G E O R G £ R. 

Menfieur, My Brother, 

Tien it being moved to rclolve* Thai for the Honour of his ., . 
Xiajefly, and the Prelt^rvatioii and Secarity of the Trade ^fj^^;^" Sp^^^ 
Lnd Commerce of this Kiu^om, dF^flual Gare fliould be be obligM to rc- 
r^kcn in the prefent Tic. rv\ xiiat ihe King of Sp.^Jn do re- nounce his Claim 
Doancc all aaim and PrrtiJnfion to Qibraltur and U.e Ifland wj^'^^''^^^'* ]^^ 
of Minorca, in plain ai^J lLror»g Terms. ^^ Te wVgutWc? 

After Debate, the i^Jcfiion being put thercupcn. It was 
refolv'd in the Negative hy%^ igtiril ji> 

Difentient^ 

I. Becaafe, wc think out Right to a Place of fiich Im- p^^^^.^ fj,eygj,„, 

portaoce to our Conur-f^c iViouW h^ ft-cured bv nnvre than 

^oeral Stipulations, -which itmy be liable to diffei'.nc Con* 

llruftions, and will vmMf be Jmcrprci^jd by i\m' Spani- 

1729. - ' B ^ ^. ards 
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Anno t. Geo^II. ards io their own Favour, however we may interpret them 
1728 -29- in ours. 

l_..^^— II. Becaufe the King of 5'/a/>r, having claimed by his 

Miniilers feveral Times, not only from the late King's po- 
litive Promife, as he afferts it to be, but from our Forfei- 
. ture of it too by our Infradlipns of thofc Conditions on 
which he gave it up to us ; and having actually beiieged it 
fmce he yielded it to us by Treaty, it feems reafonable to 
ifSy that we fhould inOd upon his n\akmg his Renunciation 
of it in Words as plain and ftrong as he has made his Claim 
to it, efpecially fince, as far as we have heard, our Pleni- 
potentiaries have not been able to prevail upon him to (hew 
any Inclination to relinquiih his Preteniions to it, during 
the long Cpurfe of thefe perplexed Negotiations, in which 
we have been unflcilfully, as we fear, and we are fure we 
iMiye been unfortunately, involved. 

III. We think it is incumbent upon us to take particular 
Care, that our Right to it fhould not in the lead be pre- 
carious, becasfe^ we apprehend, we have great Reafon to 
fear that the King of Spain s Allies are very defirous to have 
it again in his Hands, and have no Reafon at all to believe 
that our own Allies are felicitous to have it continue in 
ours : If theve (hould be the lead Room, upon a Peace, for 
tl|e King of Spain s Pretenfions to it, from any loofe or 
dqabtful ExprefTujn , wc .11 1- iapprchenfive, it may lay a Foun- 
dation for Urieiiiinefs ^nd Aldin fity, and might interrupt a 
perfedl H.irinony between us 2vJ. n Nation whofe Friendfhip 
moft always be of the greatcil A J vantage to us. We think 
our Zeal to prefer ve our Title t j it, in that moft efledhia] 
Manner >vc propofed, would hav- terrified any wicked Mi- 
nifteVs even from the Though f> (.1 giving it up, if ever we 
fhould be in fuch wrciched Cirt amftances, as to have any 
who might think a War more d ttigerous to themfelves than 
the Nado:% and who mtght for ihax Reafon be tempted to 
purchafe m\ inglorious Pcacu, ui iiiQ high Price of fo valuable 
a Part of ih^Brin/h Dosninions, 

' Beaufori, Straffsrd^ Qs^ufr^ Bafhur/f, P/imouth, Oxford 

and Mattimer^ Birhjkht^ Sear/dale^ Boy It ^ Montjoy^ 

. WeJI&u^ Wtlhughh de Bmh, Coventry, Litchfield, Cra- 

The Houfc re- Then tt was lefolved that this Houfe doth entirely rely 
fftlve to rplyonupon his Majcflj, that he will, fbr maintaining the Honour, ' 
cL*Jh'^-*' *"^ fecuring the Trade of this K mgdom, take cfl«ftual Care 
^'"' in the prefenc Treaty^ JO prefer ve his undoubted Right tot 
Cihraliar and the I Hand of Miusrca, 
March 20, The State of the National Dcbt^ was laid be- 
fore 
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fore the Honie, by which it appeared, that the Amount there- Anno s.Geo.IL 
of, upon tbc3iil of Decembir 1727* was 50,261,206 /. 1728-19. 
19 /. 8 ^. 3 q. Increafed between the 31ft of December^ '*- -y^^'iiJ 
1 727, and the 31ft of Dicember 1 728, /. 2,250,000. Paid ^^^^""fj^^ ^'" 
oA* within the faid Time 2,01 7,222 /. 5 /. o </. i q. Amount ^^^ ' ^* 
of the National Debt upon the 31ft q{ Dtctmbety 1728, 
50,493.984 ^- »4 i'^ d. iq, 

Jpril 16. The Lords went thro' the Bill for Relief of 
Debtors, with refped to the Imprifonment of their Perion^ : 
This Bill afterwards pafs'd into a Law. 

April 1 7. The Lords having calPd for mod of the Papers, 
thu had been laid before the Commons, relating to the |^iJJ° That^Ai^ 
Spanijb Depredations ; and read fome of them, confider'd, miralHofier'* 
the next Day, in a full Houfe, the State of th^ Nation. Expedition was 
\'cry (cvcre Reflexions were made on the late Condudl of ^^^ unrcaionabic 
thoic in the Adminiftratioa : And the Refidue of the Papers, ^""Jj-o^" "i^" '^ 
read in Fart Yellerday, which were laid bciore the 1 1 oufe, ^hc Negative!! "* 
as well in relation to the Squadron of Ships fent to the Wtli- 
India^ as to the Depredations made by the Spaniards on ' 
his M^efty's Subjedls in America^ being read, ic was pro- 
pofed to refolve. That it appears to this Houfe, that the 
Expence of the Squadron fent to the Weft' Indies ^ under the 
Command of Vice-Admiral tlofier^ having been borne by 
this Nation alone, though dciigned ko prevent the Spaniards 
from feizing the Effcfts belonging tohiaMaJL-fty's Allies, as 
well as his SubjeAs, which were on board ihc Flata or Ga/- 
letas^ and from applying the TrcAfurc to diilurb the I'uace, 
and invade the Liberties of Eut$pi^ his been an anrc^fon- 
able Burthen upon this K.ingdoni. After Dcb^ite, the Q^ie- 
llion was put thereuj'on, and ft was refolvcd in the Nega- 
t\\c, by %"] againll 27, 

DiJentienC 

L Becaufe, we conceive-, that our Alli^rswere, at leaft, ProUft thereon, 
as mach concerned -as oLirieJvef^ to pfercnt the Spaniards 
from difturbtng the Peace md invading the Liberties of 
Exr9p€f if there was ar tliat Time fufficicnt Foundatmn to 
apprehend fuch Atteni] ■:' on the Fart of Spain^ and becaufc 
oar Allies (the French in panJcuIar) had a much greater 
Share in the Effeds of tie Gmlh^^s than the Subjeds of this 
Natioo» ancJ by Confc^ enoe were much more concerned in 
Intereft to prevent the kifig of Spaitt from Jeiz;ing thofe 
Efieds. 

II. Becaofe we not only took the whole Charge of this 
Expedition upon ourfetveSf but have increafed our National 
Forces, taken great Numbers of Foreign Troops into our 
Paj^ and contraded to pay divers Subfidies to Foreign 
Princes, when it lUs hoc appeared to u; in any authenttck 

M:mner 
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Amio ft. Oeo.II, Manner fas we apprehend) that oar Allies have taken upon 
i7»S-a9. themfelves any Expence proporiionabie to this^ in Confe- 
%m \^f^ mJ quence of the HaHover Treaty. 

III. Becaufe we are convinced, that the National Expence 
and Loflesy occafioned by this Expedition, do not only very 
far exceed any Intereft which the Subje^b of this Nation 
can be fuppofed to have in the Galhons^ bat have likewifc 
been much more confiderable than any Detriment which 
has accrued to Sfain by delaying the Return of the GalUons. 

IV. That by taking this Expedition iblely upon ourfelves, 
we drew the whole Refentmeiit of the Coort of Spain upon 
this Nation, and gave the French an Of^rtunity of healing 
the Breaches which had been made between thoie two 
Courts ; of acquiring a greater Share than ever they had in a 
moft beneficial Branch of Trade, and of ading rather the 
Part of Mediators than thtrt of Parties in the Difpute. 

V. We candot help being of Opinion, that this Burthen 
, was the mors opreafonable, iince it does not appear that 

this Expedition has had the Eife^ of obliging the Spanianit 
clearly to adjuft the Points in difpute between us, or effec* 
tually to fecure to our Merchants a juft Satisfadkion for the 
great Loffes, which they have fuilained by the Seizures and 
Captures made by the Spaniards. 

Beaufort^ Strafford^ Gonuir^ Montjcy^ Conjentry^ Oxford 
and Mortimer^ Plimottth, Fo/ey, Craven, Willougbhy 
de'Brokey Litchfield^ B^thurfij Scar/dale, Northampton, 

BfO s^dnft T. M^y $' ^^^ Ji^dgcs (according to Order) delivered a Bill 
I^l»ridge,War- prepared by them, upon the Dcbatt: oi the Houfe, intitled, 
^i;^Qithtnttt,jft* Jcno dij&UtThom^ Bambridgc, E/q\ to hold or exe- 
cute the Office s/^^ati/fn &f th Prijm of the Fleet, and t9 
impoixir his Makfif, bh Hurs and Sucajfors, during the 
Life o/" M(*y^/¥ Thomas Bambridgf, to grant the Jaid O^ce 
to fuch Ptrjhn or Ptrfmi m hefi>all tlmk fit. 

And the fame was read the iiril l^me ; Then it being 
moved, thi|.4he Dtll he now read a ft-cond Time, the fame 
was objected ca Afttrr Debate, the (^jeftion .was put, whe- 
ther this Bill fhall hjt now reftd a J^JCondTimef And it 
was refotvcd in the AtHrmative* 

Dijfentieuf 
1. ficcaufc the reading a^y Bill twice the fame Day is a* 

gainft the landing Orden of this Houfe, which ought not 
Pn^againft j^ y^ h^^kc but in Cafea of th« ucmoll Neccffity, and even 
IT^ibr'* "* ^^°^*^ ^^^ ^"H**^ ^^ to becontidered in a full Hoafc 2 

or elfe abfent Lords^ as well as the Parties concerned in Bills, 

may be furprifed. 11. Be* 

• This nni mEoccarirtnM by Iw* barbarous Uiagcof fcvcral Prifoatrs, 
particukily ^u WilU^im &tch md Oth^rt, 
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II. Becmttfe we do not cooceive that there was the leaft i^uMi. Geo.II« 
Necefixty or OccaHoa foMtaduig this Bill twice in one 171 8- 19* 

III. Becnofe we are apprehenfivey this may be broaght as 
a Precedent hereafter to proceed in too hafty a Way, to pafs 
Bills, which diveft Men of their Properties, and lay Incapa- 
cities opon them during Life. 

Warringtom^ Strafford, Mavtrjkamj Coventry, 

May 6. The Lords fent back to the Commons the Bill 
Far tb€ mmre efftdual Prpvtnting Bribery^ and Corruption in f^J^^^^ 
ib^ EUaions of MemberSy with feme Amendments, con- Lords to^thc BiU 

tainM in the two followiog Claufes *, vix. againft Bribery 

Be it Ewaaed, 7bai fuch Votes Jball be deemed to be ie- »»* Corrupdoa. 
gid^ nvhkb ba^ue been fo declared by the laft Detirmination 
im the Houfe ofCommons, nuhich lafi Determination concerning 
aay Cmmty, Sbire, City^ Borougby Cinquo-Fcr/, or Place^ 
Jbail be fnal to all Intents and Purfojes fwhatfoevert any 
U/kge to tbe contrary notwithftanding, 

i. Tbai if any Per/on lubo batb or claimeth to bave^ or 
hertMftor Jball betoe^ or claim to hante, any Right to vote in 
amy fi^b EleSioee^ /ball from and after the z/^th Day 
of June, 17299 eukj receive , or take any Money , or other 
Reward, by voay of Gift , Loan, or otber Device, or agree, 
or cpMtraa for amy Ahfrcy^ Gifif O^fe, Empkymtut^ ^r other 
RjmMJArd tvbatfiever, so gi^-e his Vote, or to refujf^ or to for* 
btmr io give bis Vote ifj an^ fttcb Ele^i^n, or if ii^fy Per- 
/am by bimfelf, or any Pcrfin tmpioytd by htm, ^th or jhall 
by eeeof Gift or Re^warJ^ or bf itny Premife^ Jgnement, or 
ioemrity for any Gift or Rej^urd, c&rrupi or procure any Ptr* 
Jam oar Per Jams to give hn or their Vote or Votes ^ in any fncb * . 
M/e^mm, fitcb Perfon fo ofcndif^ in any <?/ the Ca/ts afore* 
fiuJ, Jbmli, for every ^fu.-h O fence, forfeit the Sum 0/ 500 1. 
ef leiFwfid Momey ^ Great Liritaiiif io be recover td m before 
direaed, iogetber with Juli Cop tf Suit : JAft^erv Perfon 
offemMng im amy rf the Cnjh aforefmd^ from dnd afitr Judg- 
mumi attained againfi i-nn in any fuch ABion^ rf Dil*t^ Bill, 
Plaint, or htfermation, or fimmtfry ABim, Pri>i>eitti9n or 
beimg stty otbervoift ia-.vfuify eanviMed there&f, fhali fir ever 
be di fabled to vote in q^\ Ekciion of Member or Afimhers to 
fgmfe im Parlietsment^ and alio fhall for ever be ^i fabled to 
bald^ exereife, or en^y any Of^ce or Franc hi fe to nMch he, 
mad tbey, tbem JbaU, or at any Time afterviards, may he in- 
titled 

♦ See theDebtte in thf Hrufe d'Comamitt «n thefc Chufci io Oasui'' 
ler*tHiAoryofthatHev£i&, i^. 4^* 
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Anno i. Geo.!!. titUii Us a Member of arty City, Borough, Town Corporate, 

1718-29. or Cinqui'Port, as if fucb Ferfonnuas naturally dtad, 
^ -^W^ -^ May 10. Upon Report from the Committee of thc^whole 
Houfe, upon the Bill relating to the Cullom on Corn im- 
tionfOT^tii^'P^'"^®^' ^^ ^^^ appropriating the Snpplies granted in this 
115,0001. Jbr Seflion of Parliament, and other Purpofes, that they had 
Deficiences ia gQnc through the Bill without any Amendment ; it was mo-^ 
the Civil Lift, ygd. That the following Claufe be left out of the faid Bill, 
*vi%. 

And it is Hlfo henhy further Enahed, That out of all or 
any tbt Aids or Supplies afhrefaid^ there Jhall and may he if- 
fued and apply ed, for and upon Account of the Arrears of thi ^ 
federal Duties and Re*venues granted to bis Mdjefty, by an AB 
made and paffed in the fir ft Tear of bis Majefiys Reign ^ In- 
tituled, An Adl for the better Support of his Majefty's 
Houihold, and of the Honour and Dignity of the Crown of 
Great Britain, any Sum or Sums of Money not exceeding the 
Sum of 1 1 5,000 I. in fucb Manner and for fucb Ufes and 
Furpofes as bis Majefiy Jball, from Time to Time, he pUafed 
to 4ire£l and appoint : Provided always, and be it EnaSted 
by the Authority a for ef aid, That in caje there /hall he Jianding 
out or in Arrear on the Demife of bis Majefty, whom God 
long preferve, any Sum or Sums of Money for or on Account 
of the faid Duties and Renjenues, 'which, together with what 
hath been or Jhall be recei<ved out of the fame, during his 
Majcftys Life, and itigtther nj^ith ihs [aid Sum of 1 1 5000 1/ 
fl?all lf£ mors than fiiffi^ient i& ^omplcat and fatisfy to his 
Majejfy during hit Life the par (^ ^am ^ 800,00a I. per 
AnDum in dear I^ionrj, iff he coffjputi d from the z^th Day 
^ June, 17*7* T^-"^ ^'J*' '* fi^ch Ca/e, the faid Sum of 
1 1 5jO0O I. ^11 1' refurJid^ by, or out of, fucb 

' Sum^ or Ss^ if - '^^^'^^ ff'' ^f '» Arrear as afore- 

faid, Gi^^lh ^^ piffiiitnt i§ compkat the faid 

yearly Sum ^ ■ " ' ^^^f^^y, to be computed as 

aforcfaid^ or , // r Momes arifing thereby 

fiali cxtmd to Jh! j W il^^t the Monies fo to he 

replaced y or tffu^:- fiparated and kept apart in 

his hUjefy's f' i^Uje and Benefit of the Fuh- 

lick, and ^&U , • ■ > ^B|l///ii^ to any other Ufe, or 

Ufes than f»eh m J^miS- if JmSed iy Authority of Farlia* 
meni. 

Tills Motion being *%'c^ed 10, nr.d the Qaeftion being pot, 
, Whether tkn Clautc Jhstfld U^d Part of the Bill? It was 
Refolded in the A^Rrmwro^ by 69 againft 19. 

D\£e7intnt 
Pioteftonthat i; Bccatife wc apprehend, tliat this Part of the Claufe is 
Occaiion, neither founded on the Wofdt of the Aft to which it refers,' 
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tor i^atrranted by any Cooftrudion thereof; for the Provifi- Anaoz. Geo. if; 
oo aade in that Ad is ' Tkat whenever the Prodace of the 1729- 
frreral Duties and Revenues thereby granted appears to be 
fo deficieBt» th«t within any one Year it fhould not be fuffi. 
dent to asfwcr and (atisfy the Sum of £ight Hundred l^hou- 
fand Pounds, then, and not in any other Cafe, fuch Defici- 
ency is to be Buide good out of the next Aids in Parliament.* 
As this Aft tberefbre prcnrides only for a real Deficiency of 
the Piodnce, and not for any Arrear in the Receipt within 
the Year, as it has appeared by the Accounts laid before this 
Houfe^ that the real Prodace wad confiderably more than 
fufident to anfwer the Sum of Eight Hundred Thoufand 
Pounds, we think, there can be no Colour to affirm that 
there las been any fuch Deficiency as the A&. can be luppol- 
ed to provide for : This appears from the Words of the 
Ciaufe, which direds the Application of the Sum of One 
Hundred and fifteen Thoufand Pounds, for and upon Ac- 
count of Arrears ; and we cannot conceive the Arrears pro- 
vided for by this Ciaufe, and the Deficiency defcribed in the 
Ad, to be one and the fame Thing, fincc, if they could 
be fo imderftood, the Provifion in the Ciaufe would have 
been made agreeable to the Words of the Acl, which relate 
to a Deficiency only ; and it would be highly unjull to his 
Majcfty to dircGt the Sum of One Hundred and fifteen 
Thoa&nd Pounds to be rclirnded to the Publick at any Time^ 
or under any Conditions ; fi>r if there had betn a real Defi- 
ciency, the Grant to hts ?vlajcfty (hoold be abfoUu-, and 
the Sam of On« Hundred and fifteen ThoiTi'ard rounds 
would legally belong to hiirii fo that ihh Ciaa e either^ 
takes frooi his Maje^y wmi wft have no Righf to c^l:e, or 
It grres him what, z^ w: 
cham. As we catmot thcr: 
tiicr for a real Deficiency, 
or chat it can be warran:^ 
Arrear, wc conceire it to 

and anew Burthen on the Peof|^c, whhh docs not if j ear to 
03 to have been demand c J by the Crown, and com tjiicnt- 
\y not » havepaffcd acccrdiiig i^ the Forms hitherto prac- 
tifcd and requifite in all iu Ji C*fcs. 

II. This Gaufe appt-r. to U5 uRteafofnbTc on mir v Ac- 
counts ; as there was no icaliBrfc. ""'■ ',1728, 
to which Thne the Account-jHa re any 
Arrear at the Time when 4K'- >' ^^ grancLd, but 
thewHde Sum of Eight HiHr>^ iand Pounds, and 
confiderably more, was comcSpt; efty's Coffers, and 
he was confcquently in FofllSiori very Money, the 
fuppoied Arrear of wbkh is made good to him by this 
Ciaufe : Thus it fcems to as, that the Nadon is louded not 
1729. ,« '^ 
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Anno2. Geo.II.^<> compleat, but to augment the Sum defigned for his Mk^ 
1729. ' jcfty's Civil-Lift, and this at a Tiinc when the Publick Debts 

' are encreafed, when the Taxes are heavily felt in all Parts 
of the Country^ when our Foreign Trade is incumbered and 
diminifh'dy when our Manufactures decay, when our Poor 
daily multiply, and when many other National Calamities 
furround us : Thefe Confiderations are in themfelves very 
moving, and we apprehend they muft appear ftronger, when 

* it (hall be further confidered, that his Majefty would be fo 
far from wanting any of thofe extraordinary Supplies/ that 
even without the Proviiion in the Civil-Lift ASk, for making 
good Deficiencies, he would be poiTefled of a far greater 
Revenue than King IVilliamy Queen Anne^ or even his late 
Majeily enjoyed ; and yet his prefent Majefty, then Prince 
of fVaUs, received out of the Civil- Lift Revenues, during 
the Reign of the late King, One Hundred Thoufand Pounds 
fer Annum, befides the entire Revenues of the Principality 
of Wales and the Dutchy of Carnivalli whereas it docs 
not appear to us, that a like Sum of One Hundred Thou- 
fand Pounds per Annum, or even the Revenues of the Prin- 
cipality of Wales, have been yet fettled on his prefent Roy- 
al Highnefs. 

in. We cannot but be extremely apprehenfive of the ma- 
ny ill Confequences which may follow from a Grant of Mo- 
ney to the Crown, fo ill grounded and fo unrcafonable as 
we conceive this to be : The Advantage in Favour of his 
Majelly, eikblifiitd by the Civil Lift A&, is very grcat^ 
fince, tf the Produce of ihe Revmuea granted and appropri- 
ated to the Ufeof ihc Civil -Liil, docs notanfwerthe yearly 
Sum of KigKtHtjndred ThoufanJ Pounds, the Deficiency is 
to be m -tjt; gyod lo hi^ Majctly by the Publick ; whereas no 
Proviiion is made by i,vKicK, if i\-<- Produce of thefe Reve- 
nues txceal* the bum of Eit;^' indred Thoufand Pounds, 
the Surplu . fhali accme to tiiu r .ri^fit of the Publick; by 
this pKCL-Jent, cot Only rest! Dcjcicncies are to be made 
good, ivjr Suppilc? are to fee given for Arrears ftanding out at 
the Eli J ui' cvmy Yirar, wtiKh ftiall come in before the Sup- 
plies Ctn be granted, though the ipply given to make good 
Arrears in one Yen!- iSiW ccrtiinjy :ncreafe the SurplufTages 
in another; W^ r lI> Method which has ob- 

tained» of antjc,^ vct, rs before they come into 

the E-v chequer, coftt- sent and legal Praftice, 

when uc rtfl^ift in vt;r. .r, : .efc Accounts have been 

made up, and in wb^r Mnoitet thiy have been brought in, 
we cannot bat nppficheod tbnc 1 Door is opened by this 
Precedent for I?iying nt^w and excel] ive Charges on the Nati- 
on : The Revenues appropriamd to che Ufes of his Majefty*s 
©ivil-LEii are fubjt^ in their Own Nature to vary, and evieir 
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wlven there is no Deficiency in the Produce, there may be Anno 2. Geo. II. 
Arrears in the Receipt; thefe Arrears may ea/ily be increaf- '729- 

ed by the Management of deligning Minillers, by private ' 
Directions to Receivers, and by artful Methods of Hating 
Accounts ; from all which we cannot but apprehend, that 
now this Precedent is made, wc may have frequent Accounts 
of Arrears, and a grievous and even intolerable Load may 
be brought on the Nation in a (hort Time; and we are pcr- 
fuaded that his Majelly can have no Satisfadion in finding 
his Court abound in Wealth, whilft he may undergo the 
Mortification of feeing his People reduc'd to Poverty ; nei- 
ther can wc conceive that the latter Part of the Claufe is, in 
any Degree, an adequate Provifion againft the Evil we com- 
plain of, or the Apprchenfions we entertain ; for an Account 
tu be made up at his Majelly's Demife will not prevent the 
ConCequences of this Precedent during his Lile ; and as we 
hope that his Reign will be long, fo we may be aUowed to 
/ear that even during the Continuance of it, this extraordi- 
nary Method of incrcafmg his Majelly's private Revenue 
(already very ample) may prove a Source of general Dif- 
content, which is but too apt to produce general DifafFedion. 

Plymouth^ Willoughby it Broke, Gch-wer, Boyle^ Oxford 
and Mortimer y Northampton^ Strafford, Warrington^ 
Coventry ^ Bathurfty Litchfeld, Beaufort, S car/dale ^ 
Montjoy, 

On the 1 2th oi Mnw the Lords read the third Time the 
Bill above mentioned : And the Qaellion being put. That 
the £aid Bill do pafs, u vv^s refolv^d in the Affirinatiye. 




DilTeJstlent^ 

I. Becaufe, we conceive, ili ere will accrue b6 Detriment P»""*<^ft apinfl 
to the Publick, by rcjed>r. LlmBdf, ^^^ ^ -^^^-dng to it with g^^ for^ant. 
tiiat Part of the Approprt,tE] in Clauu rta£b the Sum ing uq.ooo 1. 
of One Hundred and liiceen ThotiianLi i ounos m bcgi^xn to to the King. 
hi^ iMnjelly for and upon Account of A rrt-ars in hi C:vil Ljjl'^ 

fince It would have been cv.fv, IumI this Brit been rtjci^kd, to 
have provided for the general Appropriation of the feveial 
Aids granted in thi^ bidlon of P*^'^^^^^^^ ^^ Come othgr 
Manner. 

II. Becaufe the Revenue far defray tng the Expcnces of 
his Mnjefty's Civil Govfriiment b?mc c 'ni3derably more am- 
ple than that of any of his PriJd'; - ilatter'd ourfel ves 
that the Publick would not have . . „ , . d upon again in fo 
fhort a Time to make an Addition to that liberal Provifion 
for the Crown, though there had i^cen fome fma!! Deficiency 
id ibme of the Duties appropriated to ihc Service of it ; but 

1729. C z this. 
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yinno 2. Geo.1l. this, in OUT Opinion, is Co far from being the Caftv that we 
¥729* ^ are firmly perfuadedy if we had agreed to tins Bill with 
' that Part 01 the Claufe, we fhould ^re contented to a Grant 
of a new Aid, and not to make good the Deficiency of an 
old one, fince it feems evident to us, that tke Produce of 
the Civil-Lift Fands, in the firfl Year of his Majefty^s Reign, 
rather exceeded than fell fhort of £ight Hundred Thou(and 
Pounds, even from thofe Accounts delivered into the Houfe, 
which, we believe, will be univerfally allowed to be hee> 
from any Sufpicion in favour of the People. 

III. Becaufe we look upon this to be not only a Grant of 
a new Aid, but a Grant made in fuch an irregular Manner, 
without being demanded by the Crown, that it cannot but 

^ give us feme Reafon to think, that however ic may be wanc- 
led by the Minifters, it may poflibly not be de£red by his 
IVfajefty. 

IV. Becaufe the literal Interpretation of Part of the-A£l 
for fettling the Civil Lift Revenues onhbMajefty, whidi 
was contended for, in order to juftify that Part of this 
Claule to which we objedt, ieems to us liable to Confe- 
quences very dangerous to the Properties &f all the Subjeds, 
by putting it into the Power of thofe who have the Manage- 
ment of the publkk Money, to give the Crown a Title to 
the Arrears of the Civil-Lift Funds (tho* perhaps left on Pur- 
pofe in the Hands of the Receivers) and to a Parliamentary 
Supply for ihoft very Arrears too. 

Yh Becaufe the Argument which was ufcd for palling the 
Cliafc, from thr SmaJJncfs of the Sum, feiems to us a mud) 
Jlronger Rcafoa vfhf h 0iO4i3d rcc Iv ufkad, than why it 
Ihould be grr.ntf J. 

VI. Etjcauf?, we QhCtrufi that whtrr.er^r a Supply for the 
Civil- Liit has hmn aikcd In Parliamtnr, it has caofed great 
Uncafinefoia tht* Natipe, thong h demanded from the Crown 
itfelf, and upon Fr^itmt^^ m our Opinion, more juftifiable^ 
and at Tiaus Icfs unrnraaable than this, when, notwith- 
ilanding our moll ps^vsiBRig Methods of Negociation, the 
Pate of Eurtfpi^ m farm wc are tn rubied to judge, is ftill 
in Sufpcnfe^ and we lihciaT mdtf Difficulties that unavoid- 
ably attend fuch a f^^y^rftil mdttiidetermincd Situation of oar 
Affairs abrosd ; v, rompkirts of the People at Home 

are general aiid I , n^ we fear, too well founded on 

Account of their Poveny, and other CrJ amities with which 
they have been long aflii^i^ ; and when, for that Reafon^^ 
it appears to m to fcj not crnly a propei Clemency, but true 
Policy coo, to avPid gtvmg them the Jeaii Ground to appre* 
hend that the Parliiimenc^ bf k) fig unneceffery Burthens 
upon them J may itiVU bec^^oi? one oi tb\;ir Grievances. 

VIL Be- 
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VII. Becanfe this Attcn^t, when wc confider it in all its Anno i. Geo.If. 
CircamflaDces, as far as appears to as, is without Example, '729- 
and wc dread left it fhould be made one, and laid hold of as a ^ ^^~ ^ 
Precedent hereafter ; if ever the Nation (hoa Id have the Mif- 
fortane to feealavifli, weak and rapacious Miniilry, armed 
with great Power, defirous to raife fuch extraordinary Sup- 
plies, 2xx>re in Reality to fupport their own inconfiderate 
and pernicious Schemes, than the Honour and Dignity of 
(heCrowo* 

S^arfdalcy PlvMUth^ Beaufort^ Coventry^ Oxford and 
Mortimer^ Strafford^ Montjoy, Boyle, Northampton^ IVil- 
Uygbby de Broke, Warrington, Litchfield^ Coaver, Ba- 
thwrfi. 

May 14. The King came to the Houfe, and prorogued The Parliament 
the Parliament to the 2 2d of Ju/y : They were afterwards, P»^^^o6"'<*- 
bjr d^reat Prorogations, prorogued to the r3th of J^a- 
naary, 

£ ]i( ]Ini( £££ iSi lit £c &££ ]ic lit & }Sc )ic )ic )!(&)!( )!Ec )S(jIc lie )St lie 

V^^ Third Session of the First Par- 
tiAMENT of King GEORGE 11. 

ON the 13th of Jmuary the King came to the Houfc, 
and open'd the Seflion 'with a Speech * On the 
14th the Lords weired upoti hii Majelly with the 
fcUowiDg Addrefs of Thanks : 

hhp Gracious Sotvtrti^n^ 

• TT7£ your MajcftyVmaft *JatIful aod loyal SubjeQf, ^^^^^^^ 

• \Y the Lords SpirirurJ an4 Ttmporal in Parliament xhanks for^ the 

• aflembled, beg Leave to rettfrfi the htijiihle Thank i. of King's Speech 

• this Houfe for your Maji-ft- 5 moll graciona Speech from^t opening the 

• the Throne. third Scflion. 
* Wc humbly congratulKc yoaf Majefty upon your h^e, 

' and happy Arrival in ri: Ki^igdom, ^n^ are deeply fea- 

• fiblr, that nothing could in any Degree alleviaic the Lofs 

• wc inuft ever fufFer by s our Majelty'* Abiencc from us, 

• bat the prudent and haj ; >^ Adminillradon of the Govem- 

• mcnt by the Queen, in i\vi moft ctitical Conjuntltxre of 
« Aflairs, under your Mnjcfly'j Author ity, and by your 
' great Example. 

* Wc 

• See the Speech at large in Chaniifci'ft Hiftofy of the Proctedm^^ cf 
the Hooie of Conanoos, p. 511 
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Anno 5. Cco.ir. * Wc want Words to expr^fs ^our Joy and Gra'titude ir^ 
1719-30. « congi^tulating your Majelly on your having concluded an 
abfolute Peace with the Crown of Spain ; and when wc 
' refleft upon the tender and anxious Concern your Majefty 
' has ihewn. during the whole Courfe of the late uncertain 

* State of Affairs in Europe, wc cannot but look upon this 

* happy Event as a publick Reward from Heaven for your 

* Majefly's Love of your People. 

* The carnefl Defire of your Majefty to prevent the Mi- 
' feries and Cotifufion unavoidable in War, (the Events of 

* which are far removed from all human Forefighty even un- 

* der the Condudl of the greatcft Princes) and at the fame 

* Time your Sceadinefs and Refolution in continuing the 
' necefTary Preparations, joined with a perfe^l Union and 

* mutual Fidelity between your Majefly and your Allies, 

* have at lad furmounted all Difficulties that ftood in the 

* Way of our Happinefs. 

* An Alliance built upon the Foundation of former Trca- 

* ties, and rendering more efFe^ual what the contracting 
' Powers in the Quadruple Alliance were before obliged to 
' perform ; the confirming all former Conventions made with 

* Spain in Favour of our Trade ; the flipulating a juft and 
^ ample Reflitution and Reparation for unlawful Seizures and 

* Depredations ; and in general, the Re-eftablifhraent and 

* Guarantuy of all Rights, Privileges and PoiTeffions, in any 

* ivi.iniiLi LiL^o^i^ing Lo y^iui ivjj.jeLly, or your Allies, with- 

* out Liny ConceflioD being m::dc to the Prejudice of your 

* M^jelty^ or your Subjctb^ .-re Conditions intirely agrec- 

* able to the true tntereil of < ^ 7/ Britain, equal even to 
' thofc we might have expedlcd ;Jter a profperous War, as 

* the Fruiti <jf Vidork'sv if )c-i Majefty's unwearied La- 

* bours for Peace Jmd been un :efsful. 
' We hnvc ihc 2^r:iiv*ft Re: ' .1 to believe, that a general 

* Pacificnti' vinccof this happy Begia- 

* ning; R>i ,, 10 Ambition but to defend 

* the Honour and Rights oi tii. Nation, to fee our U>ade 

* flouTjfli, and to rtlgn over 2 i.appy and willing People » 

* is ever averfc to War : And, c i the other Side, fo juft a. 

* Caufc, fupportcd by ihe ur.m2 Strength of fo many con- 

* ilderable Alliens join*d in Imcnft for the Tranquility oF 

* Eterapf^ mW incline other Povc'rs to Peace. This, we 

* hope, will produce an imiverfil Approbation of the pr^- 

* fent Engagctneiics. Bui a^ yo-ct Majefty*s firft Care Ixsls 

* been to con fult the immediate Iritereftsof thefeyour Kiov^ 

* domi, preferable to sny otiici Confiderations, and at tlie 
« Hazard of all other Events i \\, contrary to Expedlation^ 

* and in Refentmetit of thcfe WcAfures, any new Troubles 
f fliould be raifcd in Emoh^. lo oppofc or difappoint (He 

* Exccvi* 
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• Execution of them the feme Juftice, Gratitude and Ho- Anno^.Ceo.H. 
' nour which have hitherto influenced us, muft make U5 ex- 17^9-30. 

• ert oorfelvcs to the utmoft to fupport and affill your Ma- ' T^^ 

• jefty. ' 

'Your Majefty. by the immediate Reduflion of a sreat 

• dumber of your Land-Forces, and the laying up a great 
; Part of the Fleet. h.s (hewn how unwilling ^ wis .0 

fuifer any Time to intervene between the Conclufion of 
the Peace and letting your Subjects fee the happy EfFcfls 
of It. This lays the llrongett Ooiigation upon us to place 

• the greater Truft and Confidence m your iWajefty, when 
we find by Experience, that our Military Preparations are 
made only when the public Neceffities call upon your Ma 

• jelly to defend your Kingdoms, and are laid afidc the very 
Inllant that our Safety will admit of it. 

' The Unanimity among ourfelve.s which your Malcflv 
isgracioufly pleafcd to recommend to us, is one o» the 
fca/i Returns we ought to make for thele Bleflings procur- 
ed forns : Your Majefty has compleated the Wilhes of all 
' your good Subjceis. and the Defpair of the bad : You 
haw obviated all the groundlefs Cavils and Clamour.s 
which even Malice itfelf could invent ; fo that the Infi! 
miations of any confiderable Remnant of Faftion. which 
• may be yet in being, will h;ive as little Appearance of \ e- 
'^ ranty Abroad, as of Dtuy. Loyalty, or Lore of thc-r 
Country at Home ; and will ferve only to excite us all to 
aa wth the greateft ZenI and Harmony, fo as to make 
your Government as eafy uni happy for vour M-iKiiy as 
' Uisfor us. •" 

To this Addrefi the King rcturn'd tie MowJng Anfwer : 

" J Thank you for this J.tifu? • ^v»I Addrc(>. 1 Thr Kin.', 

hom the Treaty conclii.icJ w.:h ^^^i, ; ,,nd a f<iiij,ful 
Execouon of all that is 1 ,pub«d in tlid, Favour ftall 

" ^ "^ ff P^' ^«- ''' "'f*'" • »vin contribute 

« more effeftually, than th-.- ftrr ifrttionate Alfu- 

nnca you give me of ..n and Affifance. in 

.. Tt «ny Powwftould, i„ :., of thefeMcafurcs 

1 tiave uken, endeavour to tj|ii'« new Troubles." 

Jan. 27. The Lords, according to Order, proceeded to -, , , , , ' 
takcmtoConfideration rheTif ' • ^- nion Knerrifi,.,, ■ ^°'^^ ^^' 

and mutual Defence, betwec: T.he moft S;f 11" Tt""' 

iiian King, and the King of ^J^u:r:^ tonciuutd at St^i/Ie the of ScvUic 

Kimh 



>H 



Anno 3. Geo. II, 
1729-30. 



Debate thereon. 
Lord BathurA. 



td Townfhend. 



Bake of Devon- 
ihire movet the 
Houfe to declare 
their Approbati- 
on thereof. 
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Ninth of Novimbiry N. S. 1729, with the feparate Arfides 
thereunto belonging: And the tiaat be^ng read by the Gerk^ 
Lord Bathurft movM, That the 5th Article of the Qua- 
druple Alliance might be read^ which being done his Lord% 
ihip moved for the following Queflion, * That the Agree- 
ment in the Treaty of Sevi//e to fecure the Sacceflion of 
Don Carlos to the Ducchies of Hufiany^ Parma and Pla- 
leniia, with Spanijb Troops, is a manifeft Violation of the 
5th Article of the Quadruple Alliance i tends to involve 
this Nation in a dangerous and expenfive War ; and to de- 
Uroy the Balance of Power in Europe, * 

The Lord Totjumfllfend fpoke againft the Queilion^ and ob- 
ferved, * That it was allowed by{Friends and Foes, that his 
Majefty had acquired great Honour in making the Treaty 
of Sivti/e: That it was a Reproach on our Allies to in- 
finuate they had a£ted otherwife than in Friendihip with 
us : That the Word Vi^tion in the Queilion could not be 
applied to this Treaty ; and his Lordfhip added. That in his 
Opinion, the Queftion tended only to encourage the Em- 
peror to Hand out, and to provoke the Court of Spain ^ 
therefore he hoped it would not pafs« Then the Quefiion 
being put on the faid Motion, it pafs^ lA the Negative by 
86 againft 31. 

Then it was mov'd to refolve. That our Right of Sove-' 
reignty. Dominion, PoCfeflkri .md Claim to Gibraltar 
an J the I flan d of Mtmna i& iiot afcertained by the Treaty 
of Siyuiile^ fo ^% to cxtingujfh the Claims and Pretenfions 
Ui up by the S/awmrJi^ which were followed by an a^al 
Siege finoe liic CcHbw nf thok vnlnablc Places by the Trea- 
ty of Unrchi, Adc , the Q^eftion was put there- 
-Licive : Contents 31, Not-Con- 
cd, Ths-t an humble Addrefs 
i^L he will be graciouHy pleafed 
Houic, a Copy of the Orders 
Gcsrj^^ Byng^ now Lord Vif- 
rfcd the Fleet in the Medi- 
BiJt the Queftion being put 
ihefcupon, it waa rdblfisi in the Negative. 

Then It was ^ ' ta refoUt, That the Stipulations in 

the TreMy of ' r the rcpniritjg the Lofies of the 

Merchants, are -.d precarious. And the Que- 

ill on being put l l/scpoiicioTi, it was reiblved in 

the Negritive : CoftEtfut* ju, No^Cuntcnts 79'. 

Then the Duke? of /yt^^^i/e moved to refolve. That 
the ftid Treaty of Si^il/ doc^ contain all neceflary Str- 
pulations for mabtaiiilng and k'curjng the Honour, Digni- 
ty, Righti and PofTcfTiom of thi. Lfown 9 and that all due 
Caie is taken therein for the Support of the Tradef of this- 

KiflgdOQly 



upon^ and rdblved 
tents a J, Thew it w**'i 
be prcfented co hU \l:.l:^ 
fo order to be 1 
and lnilna£lioiia 4^. . , 
count TarriiTiTi^nf M^iQ 
tfrrantan m the Year t 
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Kingdom^ and for rtpamog the Lofles fafiered by tbe Anno 3. Geo. IL 
Merchants. i7»9-3o. 

After Debate, the Quefiion was put thereupon, and it VtT^^'"^ ""^ 
was reiblvcd in the Affirmative, by 72 againft jo. ^^ " ^^rcea 

DfJhi/ifHi\ 

fiecaufe, we thinlc, this Queition, from the Debate as Proteft again/lie; 
well as from the Import of the Queftibn itfelf, was defigned 
as a JofU^caition of the whole Treaty, which appears to us 
* neither to be folid,' honourable, nor advantageous for the 
following Reafons : 

I. Becauie we know not whether all the Treaties and 
Conventions concluded between England ^nd Spain may be, 
ID every Article of them fo beneficial to us, as to be fit co be 
again confirmed and renewed. 

II. Becaafe, as we think it extremely difficult to examine 

with reqnifite Nicety, how advantageous every Treaty aftd 

Convention between Gritat Britain and Spdin may be to us, 

io we think it abfurd to pretend to Judge of any future A- 

greement ; and therefore we think it very extraordinary, and . ' 

af^veheod it may be of very ill Confequence to be bounds 

as we are by this Treaty, to ratify and guaranty whatever 
Agreement fhall be made between the King of Spain and the 
l>t2kes of Tm/can} and Pamia^ cwceming the Garrifons 
once cftabli(hed in thetr Countries. 

m. Becaufe the Obligation On mx Merchants to make 
Proof of. the Jufiice of their '^r- -d% for their Loflej^, at 
llie Court of Spain ^ is, in lOn a Hard '1 up upon 

them, and not honourable for qic X\j|ijidai atiJ we are per- 
isaded tho/e unfortunate GentlenifD'vtttlidarlikc fo trou- 
bkk»ne and expenCve a Jourricy witTi ' ^ ' ^' fufnefs, 
becaufe they may fear their C '.11 fDi an .ounter- 

ftafapced by othen from the ^patrtard* * ^uJ aN* r iAl they 
have only the flender Corn or t of hoping^ If they think 
thexe is even any Room for :Um m liOfCi io get that Kc- 
drcis hy Conuniflarie^ which they bivi not hitherto been 
able to obtain by Pknipot^nnarles. 

IV. Becaufe we are obliged loafift "n fin-flnsimg the In- 
tn)do&ion of Six Thoufand Spai^'y > the Towns 
of lufcany and Parmft, withr * ^™ ► Vferhods uc 
are to take, or Charge we n, .g that kM- 
tance; fo that, for ought vmmma^^ ' 'n!e to an 
ciullefs Trouble and unlimir^^^^HL -hat* jf 
efiieaedL cannot, in our 0^^^^ r.y .^dvanuge to 
OS, bat, as we fear, may jM! te judicial and de- 
fhTifiive. 

V. Becanfc we oblige ourfeWei 10 guaranty for e\cr, not 
only to Don Carhs, but fVtn to all hia SaccefTors, the - 

,73b. jgSl Hight 
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Anno 3. Geo. IL Right to, and Poflellion of the Ellates of Tufiany abd Pat- 
1729-30. ffta ; which we think is a Stipulation of fo exteniive a Na« 
ture» that we can hardly fee we are ever like to be ex- 
empted from the Difputes and Quarrels it may too probably 
draw upon us. 

VI. Becaufe this Treaty differs from the ^airuple Al- 
liance^ upon which *tis pretended to be chiefly founded, ia 
fome Points that feemed to be thought eflential by ourfelves, 
as well as by the Kings of France and Spain^ as far as we 
can judge by the Stipulations of former Alliances, particu- 
larly in that of introducing Spani/h Troops inftead of Neu- 
tral into Tufcany and Parma^ and by (lipulating that thofe 
Troops ihall remain there till Don Carlos and his Succefibrs 
are fecure and exempt from all Events ; which, from the 
Nature and Extent of human Forefight, we think, the 
warmed Advocates for the Treaty mull allow is in effedl to 
fay, they are to remain there for ever. 

VII. Becanfe the Alterations in this Treaty, from that 
of the ^adrupli Alliance^ are made not only without the 
Confent of the Emperor, but we fear he will interpret it, 
fincc he lu£ not the Com|J^eru paid him of being invited 
into it, aim oft in Dcfiaisce of him ; and if this Treatment 
of him fliould unhappily ^iiei^aa' hi 5 Friendfliip from us, wc 
think we fhould, aa goM EngHjbmL'n^ have great Reafon 
to lament the Lolk of fuch an ancient, powerful and faith- 
ful Ally. 

VilL Becaufe vc apprehend Ehere b an artful OmiifioDy 

thrDugboq|j||MyLalG Treaiy. of any plain and exprefs Sti* 

Ul oui Ri^;lit iKy Gibraltar and ilf/- 

; we are to attribute it rather 

■iUiiJh Managers, than to any 

try in our own, is an Error 

PoHl'fTiLtn of thofe important 

mhi ^nd we think the Spa- 

pl^iufible Pretence of ReaioOy 

ubit^ible Right to them, in 

we have declared ourfdves 

'\0T\^ Tranquility and Quiet 

;cd to Don Carlos and his 

the Ccsmplaifance to admit 

tenfions for the ReftitutioQ 

XT 171 8, though their "Right 

ctft<^tii3lly fecured to them, 

lu Gihf altar and Minor ca^ by 

thcjfc y^^uci^ WonL Llut im^ aod confirm all former 

Treaties, 

JX, Bccaufc luE W: nrj'ir ijy hJs Speech from the 

Thnmt'i immt nof c:. ^i Irojn Apprchcnfions of nevr 

Troablca 
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Troubles being ftill likely to arifc in Europe^ even lO Re- Ajwo 3. Geo. II, 
fcntmeot of the prefent Engagements ; and if he thought 1729-30. 
thi^ Peace had fetded thepublicklranquility upon a lalling ' 
Foundation, we are confident his paternal Goodnefs would 
have inclined him, by a farther Redudion of Troops, to 
have given more Eafe to his People, who have long groaned 
under the heavy Burthen of Taxes, almoft infupportable, 
and of a large Handing Army, and have had all their Grie- 
vances incrcafed by a pernicious Interruption of late of that 
liooriihii^ Commerce, without which they can neither be 
happy at home nor refpeded abroad. 

X. Becaufe it appears to us, afcer the mod mature Con- 
fideracion of all Particulars, that we are much farther ob- 
liged than we were before, and than we think we ever 
ought to be, 10 meddle in Difputes about Territories at a 
great Diibnce from us, and in which our National Interefl 
feems no Way concerned ; and fincc one of the principal 
conzrzAing Parties in that Alliance, upon which this is built, 
is not Ofiiy left out of it, but, as we think, there is Rcafon 
to believe extremely difobliged by it ; and fmce it feems 
impoHible to make the Intrody^on of Spanijh Troops inta 
lufcany and Parma, even by the moil prc^'aijing Applica- 
tion we can ufe, confiJlent with^lhc Dignity and Quiet of 
ihofe Princes whofe Town^ they Hm to garrifon ; wc own 
O'jrfelvcs, upon the Whole, incapabfe of difcerning cither 
the Equity or Policy of thi ■ I'reaty, which wc fear will 
not enable as either to recover what we have loft, or long 
to prefcrve quietly and undill^bed wh^t wc yet poflils ; 
and which, we fear, inllcMd of r 41^^^ thofc 

Dl£caltles that we have oi ] ite b ;^^^ which 

haTc been owing in a gruu Mcafarc, m vmr J^^:ntx\l^ to 
the Incapacity of thole Mirilics;, In wli tv raanfcb wc 
have been entangled in a 1 . , if not 

prejudicial Treaties and Eiii,-^^|-^^^jw2r^- / be the 
melancholy Occafion of rrcfhJJ^^^^HflMlI bring tlpon 
u% already too much ifiipov^^HQPI^^^Rry and Con- 
fa£on of a War, which if o^^^B^Ied, we are convinced, 
i: will be as difHcult to lcnQ^||pEndj a^ to determine the 
Succeis of fuch a fatal Event* 



Scarfdahy Beaufort^ (S^^er, Bf^f^J, V>An^^ Anglift&^ 

Coventry^ HuntingJon^ ^^r- ' - ?^ FoUy^ 

Bridgi'watery Plimt}uth^^>( , Abivg- 

dorty Warrington y Mm^^m* . Briflai^ 
Wiilougbby ds Broke, Wt^* 



JanMory zg. The Lords ?dt«d the following Addrefs of 
Thanks for the Treaty ot Si'^h'Ir 

730. ^^ft ^^^ 
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"Mojt Gracious ^tfvereign^ 
* TX /E your Majeily's moft dutiful and loy^ Subjeds^ 



I 



Approbation of 
^e Treaty of 
Seville. 



AAn03.Ge0.il. 
1729-50. 

V, "''^ ^ * VV the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliameni 
fthanks for and * ^^^^^^^^y humbly beg Leave to return your Majefty our 
' * moft hearty Thanks for your moft gracious Condefcend- 

* on in laying the Treaty of Peace, Union^ and Friendihip, 

* lately concluded at Seville^ before this Houfe, 
• And we beg Leave to declare to your Majcfty, that the 

< faid Treaty doth, in our Opinion, contain all necefiary 

* Stipulations For maintaining and fecuring the Honour, 

* Pignity, Rights, and PofTeflions of this Crown ; and that 
' all due Care is taken therein for the Support of the Trade 

* of this Kingdom, and for the repairing the LofTes fufFer- 

* cd by the Merchants. 

pis Majefty's Anfwer. 



The King's An- 



ptateoftheNi- 
^ohal Pebc< 



Mj LirdSf 

I Am glad the Treaty which I have, in Conjun£Uon 
with my Allies, concluded with 5/<^i», is fo entirely 
to your Satisfaftion. Jiy4i pun^ual Execution of our mu- 
tual Engagement we &11 clUbliih a firm and laHing 
Friend [hip with that Crdwt!, n bich will be of great Ad- 
vantage p the Tradt anti Navigation of this Kingdom." 

W^nreh 5. The finTlnvi-m^ ^f^x^ of the National Debt 



was laid bcictc ibp 1 ; 
1728, ^^. - 
the5tltQ£; 
Paid cfT . 
the ^ 



T 4^' 
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liood thejxftof Vecember^ 
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- \^Dic. 1729^ /. 1,025,000 

( ^793, 724 /. Remains on 

, of the Nauonal Debt 

/ moved. That the Bill cn- 
■ :!t!Ky and Defertion^ ' and for 
cknd their garters , be read 



d a nearer Day being pro- 
II ion was put, whether the 
Time on Friday next ?' ft 
i^y 3S againU 19. 




ic Coniideration of the State 
ted for next Jbur/dajy obght 
M Deliberation, which will 
^ ^ Mutiny and Defertion, con- 
Time of Peace a ftanding Army, 
"'"— ihAi Axmyg if any fliall be 
judged 
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jadged reqaifitCy wlitch is a Sabjed of fuch Importance, Anno 3. Geo. Ii^ 
cbac we think hardly any Thing of more Moment can fall 1729-30. ' 
under our Confideration, or that more requires the deareft ^- ^^'"J 
Light that can be had in order to form a Judgment upon 
it, not unworthy a Britijh Hou(e of Peen, zealous for that 
freedom which has been delivered down to them from their 
Acceitors. 

Strafford^ Hereford^ Beaufort^ Ayhiford^ Abingdon^ Boyle, 
liQrtbamfton^ Foiej^ Oxford and Mortimer, 

March 19. The Houfe being moved. That an humble Motion fort Lift 
Addre6 be prefented to his Majefty, that he will be graci- ot Pcnfions paiTca 
oafiy pleafed CO order to be laid before this Houfe a Lill of i" ^^ Negative, 
all Penfions payable by the Crown : And a Queftion being 
ftatcd thereupon, the previous Queftion was put, whether 
that Queliion ihall be now put ? it was refolved in the Ne- 
ganVe, Contents 30, Not-Conten^ 83. 

DiJentuMt^ 

I. Becaofe, we think, this Ckedion ought to have beenprotcft thereon. 
pot and pafTed in the A iRrmatSfc dnct no InlUnce coutJ . 
be given, that the Lift of Pcnfioia^as denied, when called 
for by either Houfe of P^rhanictiC l^iJfd we cannof imagine 
iWe can ever be a more proper Time to addrcfa the 
Crown for that Lift to be l^id before ehfs Houfc» than when 
they are to enter upon the Lonfidcfatiort of a BiU^ which 
ij calculated to prevent the Ivltmbcia Qi the HoLft: of Coin- 
inoD5, for the futqre, from fiaingind voting 7 un- 

due Influence. 



II. Becaofe we conceive, 
thisQaeftion will be mifmet 
thsT the Bill (hall pafs or be 
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many Members of this Hou 
which Afperiion ought, ss 
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Annoj.Ceo.n. or fitting or voting in the Houfe of Commons, whohave a^ 
X729-30. ny Pcnfion during Plcafurc, or Jot any Number of Years, 
or any Offices holdcn in Trufl for them, by obliging aU Pcr- 
fons hereafter to be chofen to ferve for the Commons in Par- 
liament to take the Oath * therein mentioned, was read a 

fecond 



• The following is an Abftraft of the BiU i 

* That after the 24th of June 1730, no Perfon who fhall be elected a 
Member, (hall fit and vote in the Houfe of Commons, during any De- 
l>ate there, after their Speaker is chofen, until he hath taken the Oath 
following, and fubfcrib*d the fame, viz. 

I A» B. ^D fJemnfy and fincerefy fiveoTy thxt I have mty dtreBly or ui^ 
direfffyy any Poifion dwrinz FUafure, or ftr any Number of learSy or any 
C^ce in Tarty or in the Whde^ from the CratVHy held for me, or for my 
Mtnefity by any Perfon tohatfoever, and I do folemnfy and fincerefy Jfrem^s 
mnd [wear that I xoiU not receive^ accept or uke^ direcily or in£reBly^ 
duritg the Time of my being a Member of this Parliamenty any Penfion dttr^ 
ing Fleaftvtey or for any dumber of TearSy or any other Gratuity or Keward 
wbatjoevery or any Office from the Orown to be held forme^ or for my Bene* 
fit tn Party or in the Whole thereof y by any Perfon v^atfoevery without 
J^fyitig the fame to this Houfe within Fourteen Days ^er Jbarve received 
or acc^tei the fame, if the Parliament be then Jittittgy or within Fofff'tter* 
J^ayt aftrr the prxt Meeti?t^ pf the P.ti ?;jiBeiff. So help me God, 

' Which Oath fliaU bs In gjis :ini! c^tty fucceeding Parliament, fo- 
IcmdjF and publickly taJcenaqfltubrc rib l J by every Member of the Houfe 
of Commons, at the Tabtby^Ee Middk of the faid Houfe, at the fame 
Time he takes the Oath feft^w directs; J* whilft a full Houfe of Com- 



uiiirs is there duly fttUng, with thrir Speaker in his Chair : And if any 
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Jiing as before diredled, (hall, at 

my Penfion during Plcafurc, or 

trom the Crown, in Part, or ia 

hij Benefit ; or ihall, durmg his be« 

Pt^nfjon during Pleafure, or for any 

ttujT\ or Reward whatfoever, or any 

"t from the Crown, without fignifying 

, fuch Member fliall be, and is here- 

ct \rilful and corrupt Peijury, and 

e of Law, ihall incur and fuffer the 

LjW5 and Statutes of this Realm » 

camipt Perjury ; and ihall from 

]l: Idiig, or enjoying any OfEce 

:< a to take and fubfcribe fuch 
Iiich fuch Perfon was elf£led is 
ir Proceeding, declared void to 
: : :??r was a^Hially dead. In Cafe 
• -.1 m the Houfe of Commons, af- 
iking the Oath afbrefaid, fucH 
'ties already infli£led, forfeit the 
-k1 vote, to be recovered, with 
.> ihall fue for the fame, and tQ 
or Infbmadon, in any of his 
iii^cr^ wherein BO "Sffeofft, Prote£H« 
one Imparlance, fhall be admitted 
h be incapable of taking, holding, 
of Profit or Truft under his Majefly, 
gr voting ta either Houfe of Fp«|1« 
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fccond Time: And it bciig proposed to commit the Bill, it Anno 3. Ceo. II, 
H-as rcfolvcd in tiie Negative; by 86 againll 3 1 . 1729-30 . 

Dijentine 

I. Becaafe all Objections againft particular Claafes or Ex- Proted on a Re- 
preffions in the Bill would have b^ regularly the Subjed folution agalnft 
of Debate in a Committee, and might have been there re- conunitting lU 
moved, i/ it fhould have appeared neccfTary, by making 

fucli Amendments to the BiU as the Wifdom of the Houfc 
ihoald have thought proper. 

II. Becaufe we conceive the general Defign of this Bill 
to be highly reafonable, and of the greatett Importance to 
the Con£tu'tion of Parliaments ; and are therefore extreme- 
ly concern^ it fhould not receive even the Countenance of a 
Commitment, when the Houfe of Commons, who alone 
would have been inuned lately affedled by it, had pa (Ted it, as 
we apprehend, with fo much Regard to their Country, and 
/b mnch Honour to themfelves. 

III. Becaufe this Bill does, m eficd, ena6l nothing new, 
fiocc iK only enforces the Obfcrvation and prevents the Eva- 
iions of former Laws, wliicK were judged i^eccfiary for the 
Pubiick Good by fo many ParliaiKnti, and which %vc do 
not apprehend that our Exp^ricncS^fince has given us Rea- 
ion to look upon as lefs neccfTiry tSt ihc fame Purpofcs ac 
this Time. By one of thcle Laws no Perfon^ who has a 
Penfion from the Crowti during ^ can fu in the 
Hoaie of Commons; but tlic Eit- ^ Law was, or 
might have been evaded, in great M - Grants of 
Pcafions for certain Term i' of Vcar?, v ^wprefumc 
that Examples hare not b,fn w-inting. lorcqicdy or prc^ 
vest this Abofe, it was en^ttei Jay innth^- Tn»v I ii^c no 
^trta, who enjoys a Penfion frn 1- 
\xr of Years, fhall fit in the HdH^^^^ . vcr* 
tiin Penalties therein mcndoncd ^H^^w ' ' Law 
likewife is, or may be entirely trroBH^W^' - i it is, or 
may be evaded by givint'^ ^ ciifiocal ("• of ni;sking 
annual Prefents, which wisl not be cttrihLTa to fall under 
the Denomination of Penfion 5., and which are, however, 
in their Natm-e, and mull he in iK- 'illy the 
fame; it is, or may be rv.Jcd s!; ofdif- 
covcring and convi^ing thoit: , ftnce 
there is Ground to belkic, [ ; ^ely in 
this Hoofe, as well as on fome.i i«» ihac the 
Commons would find it difficult f . . c AccocnLs, 
which dan alone fhcw w}i j. Peufions am pi^id 10 particnbr 
Pcrfons. We obferve f a r e i i c r ^JEh at by t nc Laws now in 
Force, all thofe who hold ccJ^pOfiiccs dicrcin fpccified, 
as well as all thofe who hot<f9f Qiiicesereaedfince ch»t 

Time, 



Axmoi.<k6,lt Time, are made incapable of ^mng in the HooTe of ConT* 
1729.30. mons ; and that whoever accept of any Office or Employ- 
' ment lender the Crown cannot fit in that Houfe till he has 
been re-eledled : Now it appears to us, that all thofe good 
^d laudable Provifions may be rendered fruitlefs ; that the 
Houfe of Cbmmons may be filled with Perfons, who are, by 
Law, incapable of fitting there ; that the Eledors may be 
deprived of that reafonable Option which the Law has given 
them, whether they will truft the fame Perfbn to reprefent 
them, after he has accepted an Employment, whom they 
elected to reprefent them when he had none ; and all this 
may be efFeded by the iingle Expedient of getting an Office 
or Employment to be held by fome Perfpn, who is not a 
Member of the Houfe of Commons, in Truft for one who 
is. We fhall not determine on publick Fame or private Su- 
fpicion, whether all or fqme of thefe Abufes and Evaiions of 
fo many Afb of Parliament have prevailed or not f butfince 
it is evident, that they may be eafily introduced under a cor- 
rvpt Adminiilration, we mull be of Opinion, that a Law 
which would prevent them as effediually as, we believe, the 
BUI fent up by the Commons; would have done, could not 
have met with too gre^ Encouragement from this Houie 
nor have been paJFed iQCmGoD. 

IV. Becauie k ap^iftrs to us, that t^e Arguments' uicd 
Bgainft this Bill, drawn from the Neceffity or Expediency of 
prefcrving ^^||iuciicc to tlie Crown by the Power of re* 
warditig, laBfeer not at alj :o the prefent Purppfe, o^r elfe 
arc appIiejMl^ove^ that an Influence guarded againfl by 
fa many ibiema Ads of Par[i iment, fhould be admitted by 
the Cortnivaticc of I'arliamen: ; and, we think, it would be 
much monst fof this Honour of this Houfe, if thefe Argu- 
metTls were of : ' "' ' t > be prevail'd upon by them 
dire^ly to rcr Liave-mentioned, than, by re- 

jefUng a £t - .^^^Bodcr thofe Laws efFeflual, to feem^ 

lis vve appr>. Q^^Kall the Evaiions of them» wHict 

have been > H^i and put in Frz&icc. 

y. B£ca> > Jliat altho* this Bill tends to re- 

ft rain any illegal atiddaiJKus Influence over the Houfe of 
Commons, ytt ir l^vesBch an Influence entire to the 
Crown, a^ will appear at leail fufficient, when we confider 
that there arc «n rnr nrpr^nr Houfe of Commons, hardly 
lefs than Two 1 crs who hold fuch Offices and 

Employ men t» uu^^t ^^i. %.ri v, i,, as would have continued to 
be tenable by chem, if ihh Hill had paiTed; and even th^ 
Power of granting PenGoni for Life to Members of Parlia^ 
ment openly wouTd hnve fltll remained in the Crown. 

Vf. Becaufe, iln^Iy fpcakmg, all Influence over citbisf^ 
Hottfc of Parliametit, except that which ariies from a Scnf^ 
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cf thofc Duties which wc owe to oar King and Country, arc Anm 3. Gco.^I 
improper, and the pardcolar Influences, which this Bill 1729-30- 
was intended to prevent, are not only improper, but may, 
aad naturally mud, in Courfe of Time, become extreme- 
1/ pernicious both to the Crown and to the People ; for, 
£rti, aitho* this Inflaence appears to be that of the Crown, 
it may become virtually that of the Mini Her, and be 
applied to deceive the Prince as well as to oppreA the Peo- 
ple, if ever a corrupt Miniiler ihould have the Diipofiti- 
00 of Places and the Didribucion of Penfions, Gratuities and 
Rewards ; he may create fuch an Influence as (hall efFedu* 
ally deprive the Prince of the great Advantage of knowing 
the cruc Scnfe.of his People ; and a Houfe of Parliament 
being prevailed upon to approve fuch Mcafures as the whole 
NaiiondiHikes, he may be Ibconfirmed in thePurfuit of them, 
S.5, for the f ike of an unworthy Servant, to lofe the AfFec- 
ifjns of his People, whihl he imagines that he both defer ves 
sod poUcifes them. In the next Place, if ever this improper 
InfiucDce (hould obtain a certain Degree of Strength, thc-fe 
terrible Confequences mull inevitably flow from it. That 
the worft Propofals for the PubUck uill be the moil likdy 
to facceed, and that the WLakcliJ^Jinilkrs will be the b^ii 
fupportcd ; the Reafon whtreof vm, take to be extremely 
pUin, fincc this improper Jr.riuenceifiay be dirtied to any 
i^urpofc whatfocver, and wi!l ,.]vvays be moll exerted wherd^ 
it is mott wanted, that is, m theSu- ; "-• '^^ ill Meafurea 
and weak Minillers. 

VII. Becaufe wc agree, i' ^ u K-iSijtjii or ctlicr Cir- 
cumibDCcs have cxpofed Ui. Ci«wtJ to any iiew Danger, 

17 the Oaths 
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Anno 3.Geo II. Lift ReTenue, and of the Debts contra^ed on it in former 
1729-30. Reigns, deferve to enforce the Reafons for exading fome 
new and ftronger Engagements, from the Members of the 
Houfe of Commons to tho(e whohi they are chofcn to repre- 
fent, is, we think, fufEciently obvious. 

VIII. Altho' it muft be allowed, that the multiplying of 
Oaths, without great and evident Reafons, onght to be a- 
voided, yet an Oath being the moil folemn Engagement 
which Men can be laid under, we judge k, on that very 
Account the more proper to be impofed upon this important 
Occaiion ; nor will the Probability of its being broke through, 
by the Iniquity of Mankind, be an Argument of greater 
Force againll this Bill, than againft any other Law made 
for preventing any other Crime whatfoerer. 

Huntingdon^ Bruce, Ptymoutby Montjojy Northampton^ Straf- 
ford^ Hereford^ Cra<uen^ Oxford and Mortimer^ Ker^ 
Sunderland, Berk/hire, Aylesford, Litchfield, Maynard, 
' Foley, Coventry, Mafiam, Briftol, Batburfi, Beaufort^ 
Warrington, Gower, Jbingdon, Boyle, Thanet. 

; Thf n the Queilion was put, wliethcr the faid Bill fhaU be 

lejefli^d Mt was refolved jli the Affirmative. 

Drjentitnt\ 

L Becaufe the evident Intention of this Bill, was only to 
make a further Advance tovv^^ rd^ gaining that good End, 
which the Legifbture hitherto hris, we f^r, too weakly en- 
deavoured 10 comj>jirs, the Pi event J on of Corruption ; which, 
it mult be on^r'd, k an Evii of ib mifchievous a Nature, fo 
apt 10 [[Tend and grow cptdemical, that a wife and virtuous 
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it noie oonplete, for ellabliibing an Oath for the ek£ied asi^ino^. Geo.ll, 
well as the filedon ; which being done by this Bill, we can- 1729-30. 
not bat look opoo it to have been a feafonable and necefTary 
Addition to thoie Laws already enaded for the fame Pur- 
pofe, in order to guard us more flrongly againfl the power- 
ful 9nd malignant Influence of wicked, aipiring, and de- 
fpotick Miniilers, who can invent no Artifices fo likely to 
fiibrert the Liberties of the People, as by corrupting thofe 
who aie ckoku to defend them. 

IV. Becau&» we apprehend, the Houfe of Commons may 
think themielves unkindly treated by us, for rejtding a Bill 
feat foom them of great G)nrequence, by which they defign- 
ed only to focure their own Honour and the Nation*s Liber- 
ties, vid that concerned only their own Members, without 
allowing it <even the ufual Forms of Commitment ; and the 
Te& of oar Fellow-Subjeds will, we fear, hardly be chari- 
table enough to think that pne Houfe of Parliament could 
he puiediy onbiaiTed, when it refufed fo proper an £xpe-. 
dicat 10 make, in a great Meafure, the other fo. 

Pfymauibf Beaufort^ M'intjof^ U'arr'tngtm^ Berkfinrw^ 
Strafford, AyUiford, Brua, Ltti^fi^M^ Ktr^ Bunder lavd^ 
Brijioly Gower^ Batrufj}^ 'B9}U\ Htrtf^rd^ Qx/ard 
and Mortimer, Majhu^n, Maynard^ C^^tntry^ Fo/ey, 
Tbanety Craven, Huvi: ^ :;-?, JkiHgd^n^ Nsribamf/ffff. 

March 23. A Bill for pu:^ Thtng Mutiny and BefertlQi?, 
and for the better Payment oi Uyr -^-^ - -^'* *h€ir Quarters, 
being read the third Time, thJ|if ^^ wiiethcr 

this Bill ihall pafs, it was refot^MLMs utc .-^uui^isOTe, 
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Mantj9y^ Strafford, AhJtj^J 



1^ paflingthcMutio 
■ ^ ^. .>■ ^ mny-BlU. 

a iLitiding 
fTome to the 
fr^forReaibi*! often 
4* the Journals of 
thRtt repeat 
-nl- almoft 
: by Ar- 
:: our O* 

. CO eve- 



1730. 



Jf^ri^ 



Anno 3' Ceo.IL 
1730- 

Pebate on a Mo- 
tion, that the 
Maintenance of 
iZyOooHeffians 
for 1730, was 
burthenfomc/and 
tinneceilary. 

£. of Abingdon. 
£.ofStraftbrd. 
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^pril 17. The Order of the Day, for taking into Conficl«y 
ration the State of the Nation, being read, it was moved 
to refolve, that the maintaining of i ?,ooo Hejftam in the 
Pay of Great Britain^ for 'the Year 1730, 15 barthenfome 
and unnecefTary. In Support of this Motion the Earls of 
Abingdon and Strafford urg'd, * That there being a Treaty of 
Peace concluded with Spdin^ and an Accommodation with 
PruJ/ta^ we had nothing to fear from the Emperor, there- 
fore there could be no Neccffity, for continuing thefe 
Troops in our Pay.' Thofe againft the Queflion alledg*d, 
* That the keeping up the 1 2,000 Heffians for this Year, was 
to fulfil the Engagements to our Allies, whom we cannot, 
in Honour, expofe to the Fury of the Emperor, and dif- 
charge, in the prefent Conjundure, a Body of Troops which 
IS mod capable of harra^g him : That England^ France, 
and Holland are, in Cafe of an Attack on their Dominions, 
to affiH each other, and furnifh their refpedlive Quota^s ; 
and, in Confequence of thefe Engagements, the Pnncb have 
augmented their Troops above 30,000 Men, and the Dutch 
24,000, and have likewife Foreign Troops in their Pay ; 
aiKl that the Expence o£: 12,000 E ngji/b woM be piuch 
greater than thrit of i z.ooo Hrf^ans, and that this Expence 
for one Year mri)^ prevent a VV:i , Tljen the Queftion be- 
ing put, it was rclblv'd m the Negative, Contents 21, I^ot* 
Contents 80, 
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J, does no Way appear to 
im Appreheniion that they 
(hit do not concern Great 
ever ill founded) that we 
Goodnefs he will always 
'£ople*s fake ; and his Coun- 
flible^ to prevent^ for their 
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in. Becan&y we thiok, it would be an unreafonableAnno 3.Geo.ll« 



Burtiien upon the People at any Time, but we look upuQ 
ic to be particularly fo tt this, whiUi we are lliil heavily 
loaded with an immenfe National Debt, fevere annual 
Taxes, opprefiiVe and perpetual Exciies, and have had of 
lace the additional Misfortune of an unufual and e^tceHive 
Deameis of ahnoll all Neceflaries for Living ; whilfl our 
Commerce, we cannot but fear, has been declining for fome 
Yean, and many valuable Branches of ic running into other 
Channels, from whence we have but little Expedation of 
ever deriving them again into our x>wn ; when the dubious 
2nd uohaj^y Situation of Affairs, under which we have la- 
bonr'd of late, has reduced many fubllantial Merchants tp 
Poverty, and has been produdive of other ill Confequences 
taat, we apprehend, will be fenfibly felt for fome Time 
by the whole Nation ; when the Sum which is to be al- 
lowed for the Mainuinance of thefe Troops is at leall Six 
Pence in (he Pound on every landed Man's Eilate in Eng/andi 
and when we avowedly pay, at the fame Time, greater 
Sahiidies to other foreign Princes than our prefent Circum- 
ftaaces, in our Opinion, can well bear, or than any wile 
KeafoDS of State feem to require. 

IV. Becaafe it does not appear to us, that his Mijefly, 
either in any Speech or by any Mj^l^ge, hiis demanded any 
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Supply for what feems to us fo'ftttr* 
and he ieems not to think them necc 
home, fince he has lately difb.mde<^ ^ 
we cannot find we are under any 
u:n them for the Safety of ojr 
funding the various EngugenKii 
tics, with which we have, w," 
Yeai^ mod incautioufly (as vv 
have no Right to require Suco 
Moiellation or hoftile Attack i" 
tiiibed; which Misfortune nm; 
vented, if fuch Meafure^ are 
upright Statefmen always to 
our WiAiom and Power is alo 
to procure us equal and tifefu 
be, when the Affairs of the 
they ought to be) and if to fa' 
that perhaps are only im^^^in 
pnes ourfelves. 




a Charge ; 
r SA.k',y at 
own ; and 



jn to majti' 



of a lew 

otrffdvcSj 

fojnc 

:> di- 



the RepuMtion of 

(ai* it OLjgi.t to be) 

land it aKv-iys will 

"^ ' '-r.miltcr'd as 

;n Dingers 

w op noc lun into real 



Birhfiire^ Scarfdale, Stra^ 
liortbamptoHy AlontJQ\\ 
BoyU, OKford and ^f^r'i. 
iougbbj di Broke, Liul^fit 




Alaynard, 
May 
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Anno 3. Geo.ll. May 1 5 . The King prorogued the Parliament to the 1 4th of 
17 30. July : They were afterwards prorogued to the 2 1 ft ^l January. 



T^ie Parliament 
prorogued. 



Debate on anAd- 
drcfs of Thanks, 
for the King's 
Speech at open- 
ing the Fourth 
Scnfion. 

p. of Devonihire. 
J^ Carteret. 



E.ofWinchel- 

fea. 
E. of Strafford. 
p. of Newcaftlc. 
p. of Argyle. 



The Fourth Sjession of the First Par- 
liament of King GEORGE 11. 

ON the 2 1 ft of January the King opened the Seffion 
witha Speech to both Houfes, wherein, after taking 
Notice of the uncertain State of Aftkirs in Europe ^ 
his Majefty defir'd their Afliftance to enable him to make 
good his Engagements with his Allies, for putting in Exe* 
cution the Treaty of Se*vilie, 

The King being withdrawn, the Duke of Denw^irt {a) 
mov'd for an Addrefs of Thanks, and to affure his MajeG 
ty, that they would enable him to make good his Engage- 
ments : Hereupon the Lord Carteret (^) moved for a Claufe 
to be added to the Addrefs, <i//s;. Humbly to befeech his Ma- 
jefty, not to enter into any Meafures for carrying on a War 
againft the Emperor on the Rhine^ or in Flanders, His Lord- 
fhip was feconded by ie|ub Earls of Winchelfea and Straf- 
ford. To this it vvai'anrvverM by the Dukes o£ Nrwcajtle 
and Argjk (f*), * That tho* they kmew no Intention of a War 
on the Rkim or the Miikif lands, yet the telling the Empe* 
ror where he muft bealtack\', ^nd where not, was, in Mi- 
litary Affairs, the gre^iteU AijiLudity, and would rather hin<^ 
der than focward an Acciiiiiiodation : And that when 



the Emperor came to 
Vtaima^^im enablinj 
gagegJlTOHth hts Alfu 
I J (|l<|B^trri till Impend 

Negativt by '^Jy^g\ 
mov'tf by tli^ Duk< 
next D^;y prcfcnted w- 



The Addreis. 



:W' 




ot L.e zealous Refolutions of the 
Majcfty to make good his £n- 
pj rting ia Execution the Trca- 
^' jeUy would be thereby induced 
t - 1 ereof . Then the QuelUon 
r/fiet'^ Motion, it paffed in the 
After this the Addrefs, as firft 
f^irff was agreed to : And the 
ijdly as follows ; 



i. dutiful and loyal SubjeA5» 
:iL:d Temporal in Parliament 
. to return your Majefty the 
your moft gracious Speech 



^ ''E your vv!-i£*v*$ 
the i 
afrtmblcd h 
* Thanlca 
^ from the . ...w..v. 

* The many fical OmTfi^uciices attending the Treaty of 
m^ Vienna, 

M AppoMitea I*<ftM PHiTjf'a^pith June, 1731, 
{h) Late L mt JFK^t ■ : fucccedcd therein by the Duke or 

Darftt In W 
( ^-) Ma ftuf * <. . .. w . . vi the Qiimi'^ V , kCf 
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' Fituna^ which affefled all Europe, but more particularly Anno 4. Geo.ir. 

* thb NadoBy couW only have been obviated by diffolving i73o-3»- 
that dangerous Union : This the Meafores formerly taken, 
and the Concluiion of the Treaty of Sevi//e, have not on- 

' ly accomplifhed, but have even joined one of the great 

* ooDtrading Powers of the Treaty of Vienna^ to the Allies 

* of the Treaty of Hano*ver, 
• Yoor Majefly having thus laid a furc Foundation of the 

* peblick Tranquility, if the juft Conditions of the Treaty 

* of Sevi/le were complied with, and having, in Purfuancc 

* of yoBT Engagements with the Allies, ufed all Endeavours 
' to obtain t^t happy End ; it is highly our Duty to per- 

* fevere in that Zeal for your Majclly's Honour, and the 
' pablick Faith of the Nation, that all the Parties of that 

* Treaty, who are under mutual and indifpenfible OWigati- 
' OBslbr the Execution of it, may find nothing wanting on 
« the Fart of Grrat Britain. 

' We therefore humbly beg Leave to afiare your Majefty, 

* that the fame Zeal and Vigour, which has hitherto ap- 

* peared in this Houfe, for the Support of your Majdly and 
' your Engagements, ihall continue id be fo manifcll, in all 

* oar Proceedings, to the contending Powers Abroad, that 

* there fiiall as little Doubt rL-main, to the utmofl rjf our 

* Poircr, of your Majefty% being My en^ilikd m all Events 

* to procare Satisfaflion to your 

* be aeceflary, as there is of y^ur 

* tiob, from a Tendernefs t > 
' for the Peace of Europe, to 

* datkm the bad Confequt-nr 
' We ftall^ in the mean J , 

' to the pablick Buriner5, 
' OaB be gracioufly pleafed ^ 
' Afiftance, this Houfe wil^ 
' becXMne dutifnl and faithf 
' on of Blood, and the Exp 
' unalterably (teady in maint ur 

* tioa, and the facred Faith d 
' mindM that we owe the Ef!]< 
' tution to the Settlement of 

* Ma|efty*s Royal Family, tintl 
' our Power, that your Mnjt ily 
' and Honour, ondiflttrbed by E 

To which his Majefly rcEurti 

" T Thsnk yon for this duti 

* JL enabling me to fulfil my 
** in ftll ErcntSy will not ovily 



tvcnt I V 



I whir 



if Force Ihould 
known Indin?.- 

J, :iT;il Ccrscern 



v", but 

riuur gt Ihc Na- 
k Trent Kii ; ercr 

S. 

'■■z 

in 

■ ■ .\e 

Tome or Abroad,* 

ing Answer : 

\i \&ytt\ Addrefs. The The King's An- 

lEiimenu %viEh itiv Altiti^^"* 
fttraily iVcme and con- 
** tinuc 
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A1ino4.Oeo.Il.*' tjfiac to my People the Advantages (Kpalated for then! 

„ jjy Treaties, but may greatly contribute to the obtaining 

" of a general Pacificadon.** 
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Fe^. 20. A Bill from the Commons, For making more 

Dclrte on the tffeSual the Laius in being fir dijahling Per/ons from hi' 

^ncwhT^f h' '"-^ ^^^-^^ Members of, or fitting or voting in the Houfe of 

•£ Commons, ' Commons, *wbo ba<ve any Penfion during Pleafure, or for any 

"Number of Tears, or any Offices holden in Truft for tbem^ 

by obliging Per/ons hereafter to be chofen to fer<ve for the 

Commons in Parliament to take the Oath therein mentioned, 

was read the firfl Time, and orderM to be read a fecond 

Time on the 2d of March, 

Accordingly the Bill, being then read a fecond Time^ 

D. ofNcwcallle,^^^^*®"'*^ a great Debate. The Dukes of Nenucaftle zxid 
p'.ofArgyle. Argyle, and the Earl of Hay, who oppos'd the Bill, urg'd,- 

E. ©f Hay. * That in cafe fuch a Bill fhould pafs into a Law, it would 

not be in the Power of the Crown to reward thofe who 
had done fignal Services to the Publick, without at the 
fame Time difabling them to ferve their Country as Mem- 
bers of the Houfe of C6pimons, which was moil unreafon- 
able ; for a Man who had before ferved the Publick fo 
well, as to dcfcivc ijot onjy the Thank? of the People, but 
a Reward from the ClUKvn, \vas in their Opinion the mod 
proper Pcrfon to be ectruficJ by the People in Parliament : 
That man/ ^ thofc Pofl* ti.ut ,1 re for Life required fo dofe 
an AtundaiK£» tb:jc ilu^ pc^, 1011s who enjoy'd them could 
not iUjeifrr Jifty T:— 
\ -end : 



franib<ir 
Variety ot U; 



fonic, till 

them; andji ^■ 

his Crurjlrv ir 

w;i6 tbt [ 

mmvif hi 

iuch a ^^ 

moll faith ■■... ..,,v,.,.r:, 

of the Commotu^calth 

to theStjpport of tl ' 

* That they totj' 
til en berorc ili 
Wliicli Wi^ tht . 




^ ;■ ,f'.?ff, or attend the Bufinefs of 
u ere many other Places, the 
c Laws then in Being diiabled 
I oiife of Commons : That the 
■ ^iriincfs made it neceflary to em- 
ti-Ibr Churadier and Education, that 
i^ tlie Crown to provide fuficient 
had ferved the Publick faith* 
ions, without giving Penfions to 
iRr*d for providing better for 
If) exclude any Man from ferving 
only becaufe the Crown, which 
ick Rewards as well as Punifh- 
fe of his paft Services ; That 
depriving the Publick of its 
1 would tend to the Deftrudion 
^' neral, inftead of contrtbating 
> af the People.* 
I LtfTicient Provifion in the BiR 
niLEig Bribery and Cormptiof^y 
[tei^dcd to g^ard againft s for no 
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good Man would tike a Bribe from any MiniHer with an Amu 4. Geo.ii. 

lofendon Co betray his Coantry 3 any Man chat would do 1730-31- 

fo muUt be an abandoned Wretch, and ercry one knew how ^^ V* ^ 

Mtdc Regard fuch Men had for any Declaration apon Oath, 

where no Witneflb coaU be brought to prove the contrary 

of what they fwere : So that in their Opinion the Bill as 

it dieo Aood might give occafion for a great deal of Perjary# 

viihoat cootribtttiiig in the leail 10 prevent the Evil ic was 

ioieoded agaiffft 1 Mid iherefore they codd not but be a- 

gainft a Bill, whioh they forefaw might do a great deal of 

Mlichief, without doing the lead Good. 

The Biihop of Anrjvr* fpoke againil the Bill. His Lord Bp of bangofi 
fhip aHedg'd, That thoogh this Bill f at irft Sight fcem*d 

1731, F to 

* XhSktdtmk, tnafli te^ to Sarom in Oa. 17341 ia die room of D» 
Ha«tt»y, wbm was tnaOtted to Winchefter, oo the Death of Or Willis. 

t lim Sfeeck womU fuch a Noii'e without Doors, that immediately 
after tke SefioA wia up, a Letter was printed in the Newt- Papers in Ju- 
BiSsaamtfk, ^tcd from Cambridge, April 27, 17^1. The Writer 
at'wkiA pi B cgi pdi dnw, — ' If a great Appearance ot Zca\ againft Bri- 
herf 9bA Oeenn^ioq were a certain Sign of Integrity, I fhould felicitate 
yen upon cor preient State of Purity. But he who cries Stop Thikt 
loedca, b noc alweye the h<mefteft Man ia the Crowd. Knaves dare 
not, and koaeft Moi will not deteod Corraption ) and hence oomes the 
teaerai Caafeat ia iu«h Cafes.* 

' But c^ pireicBt (^eftton is nor, ^ 
ao*, vhkh nekhar the hooeft nor ^iaii 
ipate with yo«* The itn^t Pome l^, 




fiof ftftcry, be an efitaual Method , ;i n i ^pHK 
' To dear thii %o ajM, and %o ktioMI^^ 
9abktmSk*4 ChaeaAert oppafad a late BiJ^#bmr 
Bdbery and Corxuptioa ) I got with i'jm 
lUk, wkk Ibe Bbaks fllkd up. A% JtJ 
^£a6aaIy aad aU Rewards and Grarai' ~' 
nai it ia Rail EapaaatioB of ibaing 4:vi 
Biom ftade iiimpaMf of takiag t^r rro 
Tmit, aay Place, Penfioo, Rew^rJ u 
▼cry tmt Siikpnae, I ibuod noching li 
lacaiacity } aad had k paflcd into ^ L 
might haVc aikea aay Reward, or n ay 
he caold ofataia. How then ar« Bi 1 1 

* AU that I caa find in Che fiiU i 
Ffeoie of C o BifilOM b to fwear to e hi 
' reftly, or i i i d ira ftl y, take m rec 
Mill fiottfiiia m(e^ to this Part ct \\ 

* tiieTiflV 9ihm being a Meottber 

* taacf or Rewacd, he will declare it 
' fuasteta Days. If aoy Memhcr ne, 
' or, if takifif a Gratuity or Rr^ >rd 
' to dbe Hoair, be ianade iwWti 
' JBff7» Ita.* Tba iame ProviAjn c 

' Tbe Whole, yoa fee, ccm:^ t 
what Kewafdsi what Gratuities thf y 
ihey take within Ibarteen Days ti» tbi 

* Yoa, aad afcry Kao aouft nature 
(oftbia]>MlaratM>a? To Eh 



__ II a bad Thing, or 

-tbe Mitioo will di- 

A^ithod, propoied to 

oyiCunftitutJoti.'" 

whM i?roiind^ fome inf 

niunJ W rJil 




, iijy take 
dtckre whiC 



to he done in Con- 

nn (five 00 po^tit* 

Anfwer ; 



(42) 

Anrtb 4> Geo.ll. to be a felf-denying Bill ; and, to fome particular Members 
^J^'l^ . might perhaps prove fo : Yet he fufpedted the Commons^ 
confidefd as a Houfe of Parliament, would find in it a 
very great Enlargement of Power : That whatever tends 

to 

AnTw^ ; for here the Bill (lops ihort, and gives not the leaft lotimatioii 
of the Ufe to be made of this Declaration : And yet can it be thoogbt 
that no Ufe is to be made of it ? and that the whole Bill means no« 
thing ?' 

* Confider then, whatever Ufe is to be made, it muft be by the Houfe 
of Commons only. — «— There the Deckiratioa is to be made. And it 
would, I fuppofe, be a Breach of Privilege for any Perfon in this King- 
dom to take Cognizance of what paffes there. Befides, the Ufe nnift be 
Difcretionary and Arbitrary ; for there is nothing in the Bill to dircCtp 
much lefs to limit the Ufe to be made of this Declaration. Snppbfe now 
any Houfe of Commons haireafter fliould refer the Confidetation of all fuch 
Declarations to the Committee of EleOions ; > there the Merit of the Per« 
fon who receives, the View and Defign of the Crown who g^ves the Re* 
ward, muft come in Queftion ; and though they flioold be judged of 
there, and determined with the fame Honour and Juftice ( and I make 

^no doubt but they would) that Ele^ions are, yet nevertheless I fear the 
Confequence of eredling fuch a Judicature would be injnrioua to the 
Cohftitution.' 

* We have had feveral Law» to render Perfons adder certain Circum- 
fbncn inc.ip3i>1e of Ofrk^s of TmLl ; but in all fuch Cafes, the Incapa- 
city ijtfis upon tht: Subje£t ^ die Htnour andDignity of fhe Crown are ia* 
ved, and not expofcd to the Cinftire iind Judgment of the Peopk : I re- 
member no Law ih^ leaves %ht Crciwn at Liberty to givey and fet» 
up a Judicature to condemfj or approve the Gift. Jk apprehend fuch a 
Power m the Subje^r to be abfoliu 'y inconfiftent with our Conftitution f 
and that it b every uhert a }; .inch of the fuprcme Power j and 
that whcfeviJr it ik nlirfJ, it r!:uft neceifarily draw the Supreme 
Ppwer tt> lit Wl ,i;c5 li auf own Hiftory, when Powers of 
thi* Sorfltivt lir**' '.,ir r ct, I think,' without ending in the 
K uin '^i \ i Qufe of Lords, by this and die like 
McdiT' i$ it to be wonder'd at, if they are 
V ' I, (.v^l^ 1 jidencytQ the £une Power in the 

'!if^, thi' I carry this Matter' too fcr ; and that 

L TUich Meaning as this. I am as-willing to 

k I . iiO§& ' t Gtzzt Britain, as you are. But con- 

£df Fj op, n .1 Prefuinption that Men will be fo 

hnnef^ . OOr y it enon^ to iay,' thit they who 

pr - l^g^l^lljjfiy h. It muft be confidered, ' not on- 

tl'']it,' but aifo what Ufe may poffiblj 

any Man pretend to (ay, that no 

cr ground any partial Proceedings oa 

biiiEHons Aould, who can hinder them f 

~ I n the Cafe happens | which, when- 

In fome Inftanoes it may be right 

ciT:^, and with a View of repealtng 

^^^^ End propofed i Bat an the prefenC 

^ o^^^Hk feared is a new Power unknown to 

^ht Cv i^^^^Km? Judicature to ariie in the. Houfe of 

C<Mm}^ , rs|H|Hou Id prove real, how ihall the Evil be 

cured? Uj ) 11 thir.k tltnEHj^^Luld be eafily repealed ^ That the 

Cirmmom wi^uid ixinfcFtt i& Kivmip the Power^ after they had SaoiA 

^ wiut 



10 break the Balance between the Powers effcntial to thij A|uio 4. Gw.ll. 
ConHitation, mad /boner or later prove the Ruin of thfi jyso-ji. 
Whole: That an independent Hpafe of Commons, or an 
independent Houfe of Lords, was as inconfillent with our 
Coniiitation, as an independent, that is abfolute King : That 
1731. F 2 whoevcir 

what Steength it gave them ? I am afraid. Not : And therefore Bills of 
this Kind are not to be pafled to try Experiments ; or upon probable Pre- 
fanapdaaa that they may not be abufed : For Ihould the Experiment mif- 
cany, and the Prefumption fail, it might prove fatal to the ConfUtution| 
aod be an Evil never to be removed.' 

' Goofider farther t If this Power ihould ever be allowed, how far it 
viU extend. It muft 90 to all Rewards and Gratuities whatever, receivM 
^re^ or ifldircAly, by any Member of the Houfe of Commons. I 
think there is nothing in the Power of the Crown to give or grant, but 
may be taken in under thefe general Words. There are great Cffices in 
the Kingdom, which, as the Law now fbndi^ do not difqualify thofd 
who hold them from fitting in the Houfe of Commons. But if you con- 
itder them as Rewards or Gratuities given by the Crown, (and what l^aSl 
tindef their being fo confidered ? ) they muft be affe^ed by this ^11^ 
jad tbey who hold them, made fubjedt to fuch Scrutiny and difcretionarf 
/odfmeot, as /hail at any Time, in Confequer.ee of this Bill, be exor- 
afcd ia the Houfe of Commons* 

' If the Relation of a Member is advanced to any Office, it may be 
cmftnied as a Reward, indirc^ly at ki^f to the: Member, and lie made 
asfvoaUc to the Houfe under the SmrjiidTW (Sf Uril - ry. And con/idering 
hew nomerous the Rdations of ibe fcc^^ 
SdtxitSt ftaadsin need of the Favour ^f \l 
fences, for the Remitting of Fi/ie^, 
Orasts, PSttents, and the like ^ ft ^^illj 
M?'omy to fir the Guilt of Bribery up 
vow, and cither to turn fuch Member! 
Terror of foch Uiage make them fubfa 

' There is little Difference bet^e^ 
?c«ertoa{>proTe ordilapprove th^ ( 
t3ss Power be in the Hands of the Co: 
tiff daim of giving Money, to the : 
k&iom, to the Right of calling to At 
tibe fiogdom, and to many o^^her Pawe^ 
bv the CoDUDons ? Muft they not etotj 
ci'ck'd by the other Branches of tbf f 
hct a Plenitude of Power, think the 
^h QmHk it properly would be) of w 
ever poflSeis a Houfe of ConrnionSf 
Power, (and what has been, nuy be ; 
C-snflitation, on which our RtligionJ 
f.bfift? • 

* Upon this View, which I have gl 
^ueaces, it will not be hard lar ya 
Iramed Prelate, (one too long, and ta 
tD be fufpe£led here to be a Pleader 
{:: opon what Foundation the Apprch 
^^eadeocy M accrue firom this Giil^J 

gSOUfldCO* 

ThisWritnr then aflbres Us the 
very Words the Biihop fpoke ; 
Sir ? Arc they either empty Sound 
h-iCd oa that has bceo put tipotv ^h^a 
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Anno 4. 6«<y.n. whoevCT I0VC8 the Liberties and Laws of his Coantiy, woqU 
no more defire to fee one than the other. Let Bribery be 
paniihed, added hjs Lordfliip, let Corruption be paniflied, 
bat not by giving fo much Strength to one Power of this 
Conflitution, as (hall make it able to overbear the reft.* 

The Earl of Winchtlfea^ the Lord Cartiret^ and Lord 
Bathurft fpoke for the Bill, and infiiled much upon the 
Dangers accruing from Bribery and Cormption 1 they ikew- 
cd that the Roman Common- Wealth had been thereby min- 
ed^ and that the /?0«fa» Emperors governed as arbitrarily and 
tyrannically, with Confent a^d ApprobatioD of the lUwiaH 
Senate, by the Means of Bribery and Cbmxpdon, as if there 
had been no Senate at all : That the endeavouring to'ppe- 
vent corrupting the Members of the Honfe of Commons was 
^ing no Injury, or oiering any AfBront to the Crown ; bat, 
upon the Contrary, it was pitmding for the Honoor and 
&ifety of the Crown ; for it was not to be fuppofed that the 
Crown would ever bribe or corrupt the Members of the 
Houfe of Commons : That that Honfe was the grand la* 
quell of the Nation, from whom the Crown was to receive 
Information of all the Complaints and Demands of the 
pecpte : That the Safety of the Crown depended upon the 
Aflfcdiou^ oF the Peopl^i srid it being impoflible to preieire 
their Affedians, without si thorough Knowledge of their 
Complaints and Dcfires, it was therefore for the Intereft of 
the Crown, that the Channel through which fuch Informa- 
tion wai to be convey 'd« {hould remain pure and incorrupt.^ 

'That Briber)^ and Corrupt ion were never to be dxcaded, 
nor would ever l>c put in Prr ' ce but by Princes of an arbi- 
trary and tyratinical Dirpoii: nn, or by wicked Miniftera 
wha were rtHblvedio plunder the Nation, and would there- 
fore pyt Hundreds to fuch would ftoop to be their TooLi 
;*nd Agentf, iti otder Ih::: Hey might fqoeeze Thoufanda 
/ri ' ^T * ch wicked Men would ever 

I >r to prevail upon him to be«>^ 

Iray his 1 he People ought always to 

be upon th. even this Nation had fufibr- 

ed, and thtaefufC ^h||fl^^he more Reafon to take all ipaC* 
fible Care !t> prere^^^Bjke for the future: That tho^ 
this Bill n ^^K.:^w, the Crown wonkl ftiUhav^ 

Fower cTto :^ tfllKoJe who had deferved well of 

their CotJTi try; for diejiwerc Sine-cure Places enough m 
ihe Kingdom, of Honour Itid Profit for Life, to rews^ alt 
thofe who had done any tml Service to their CoMtiy, unlels 
it wa& to be fuppfcd. wht^ t hey hoped would never be tKe 
Cafe, that crery Man wai^> have a Reward, who voted in. 
Parlfamerjt which ever Vf%y the Minifters of the Cronn^ 
pleafed Iq Uir^^ him : But that in Cafe (h^ Ibonld be aojr 

PeficiencjF 
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Defidenqr. the Crown had it in their Power to gire Toch Ann04.Ce0.IL 
Reward as they thooght proper, by granting a Pcnfion for ^3Q'3»' 
Life to the Per^ who had done any £gnal Service to, the ~""^~ ' 
Publicky without fobjcAing him to any of the Forfeitures 
or Dirabilities in that Bill or any former Law contained ; 
and thofe who had done any fuch iignal Service deferved 
a Proviiion for Life, in cafe they ftood in Need of it, and 
not to be left depending for their daily Bread upon the Whim 
ofaMinifier.* 

' That as to the Method for preventing Bribery and Cor- 
ruption propoied by the Bill then before Uiero, they wiQied 
that any Method more efFedaal could be contrived, bu tit's 
noc being in their Power to contrive a Method, which 
night be called an effedoal and abfolute Bar to the great E* 
vil of Bribery and Corruption, was no Reafon why they 
ihoiild rcfiile the Method that was, or any Method that 
coold be propoied : That they were forry to find the Sanftity 
of Oaths fo mnch ridiculed and negle^ed, as they feared they 
wtrc m the prefont Age ; but they hoped it could be no Crime 
in then to lay a Man under the Neceffity of being guilty of 
Ferjary, before he could be guilty of the other Crime of be- 
traying his Country : Few Men, they feid. became at once 
wlmDy abaadoo*d, and the Horror of being guilty of a fjlfe 
Oith might perhqwhave more Weight wUb fome Men, than 
the Horror of being guilty of a Breach of Trult, which is 
aCnme of fuch a Nature, thnt the Guilt of it ts not nl- 
wajs apparent at the Time it i:^ co^ ' '^hat et en the 

moft wilful Betrayers of their Cour. ^ I'crfible of 

the htal Confequences of cfaetr 1 ' v find 

tktniehres involved in the Ruiti tha: c upon 

tbcir Coantry .' 

The Earl of Sirafor^ (M, * That tho' fomc Men mighty e*IiL-j 
be hardy enoogh to declare a P si ii th. whetc there ^ ^"^ Strafibrj. 

was DO Man preient, who, aa tt^cy kr^r tv the con- 

trary, yet, he believed, no M-^n v, i,cc c- 

Doagh to declare upon Oath, that ' m the 

very Face of the Man who paid^Ii \ who, 

opoo hearing fuch a Declarationl^^^^^ .,..,1 ihink 

him A moft abaodonM Villain ; fc^^^^HBdd welf bear to 
be thooght or known a dowDri^l^^^HHEpn by hit greai- 
eft Eaemy, and far lefs by hls^^^Brriend * And» in 
Anfwer to the Bifhop of Batj^^f-^BKarnxkU his Lord (hip 
org'd, * That he was as far us al^ l^n ffom having the 
Jeaift Thought of weakening ihnt fegd Dependence, which 
each of the Branches of our Canilltucion had upon the other 
two, Bor coold they find any fjch Tendency in the Bill be- 
fore them : What they were (ou and what every gcKJd Chn* 
&ian jnaft be for, wai all that was or could be intended by 

that 
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Anno 4- Geo. II. that Bill, and that i^'as to prevent any ponicious and cor* 
1730-31. rupt Dependence of the Houfe of Commons upon the Ser- 
vants orMinifters of the Crown :* He infilled « That there was 
no Claufe in that Bill, that could ever give Occaflon to the 
Houfe of Commons to afTumeany new or extraordinary Pow- 
er : 1" hat tho' it was provided by the Bill, that any Member 
refi^fing to take the Oath therein mentioned, fhould, by 
fuch Refufal, forfeit his Seat in Parliament ; ic was only fub- 
jedling the Member to a Forfeiture, but giving no new Power 
to the Houfe, except that of adminiilring the Oath ; for if 
the Member had no Penfion, he might fr^y take the Oath, 
and if he had fuch Penfion, he was by former Laws declar- 
ed incapable of having a Seat in Parliament ; fo that all that 
was new in this Bill was only a new Method of difcovering, 
whether or no a Man was capable of being a Member by the 
(landing Laws of the Realm : That as to the other Part of 
the Bill, whereby a Member is obliged to declare to the Houfe 
when he receives any Gratuity, &f. from the Crown, the 
Houfe of Commons had no new Power given them by the 
Bill, but only the Power of receiving fuch Declaration ; for 
if the Gratuity that he had received from the Crown did 
not difablc him from continuing a Member by former Laws, 
the Houfe couH not, by My Claufe in this Bill, proceed to 
determine that to be' an Incapacity, which was not declared 
fo by fonner dt fabling Law§ j and whether a Man be by 
Law under any Incapacity of being a Member, was always 
iinderthe proper Cognbarjcc of that Houfe, and coujd not 
belong to any other JuJicanire whatever : That it was not 
poffible I hat tvtt the HoflfEj of Commons could, from any 
Wordiinfhat BiJF, afftime 11 Power of judging or determi- 
ning \V'hethcr any Perfon receiving a Gratuity from the 
Cr0Wn« defcrved fnch a G: unty or no ; or that they ^ould 
draw any c the from fuch a Declaration, but 

only to tkk , ; :he accepting of fuch a Gratu- 

ity or Ri my of the difabljng Laws in 

Being; ;i Jaration, wherever the Houfq 

coald prove t cepted of an Office or Gratu- 

ity, which f^ty,. iiy legal Incapacity, they were 

the Jkidgcs, and CO his Seat in Parliament vacant 

by the Laws form^^MjHXL J ; fo that in this Cafe alfo all 
that WSJ intended flH^feil I then before them was, a new 
Method of dirco^^n^^K^E her any of their Members, had 
faJkfi under the Defci^^Bn of any of the former Laws for ^ 
di fabling Perfon r^ from mUnv^ or voting in the Houfe of Com* 
mom r That thefe difabiiiv^ Laws were certainly thougHt 
LfcafonatilCp oiKcrwife they v. ould have been repealed : That 
'the Inapflciiiei ieiiodticed 1 v thefeLaws were ncceflary for 
the FrefervatioA of ou.r Con Citation ; and if the Mfe'thods 

formerly 
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fbrmeity provided were not fufEcient for diTcovcring of tliofc Anno 4. Ceo.II. 
Inapacities, new Methods muft be contrived, which was.the 'Tj^j^'' ■ 
only Intention of the Bill then before them.' ^~ 

The Debate being over, the Queftion was pat. That the q^^e Penfion- 
Bill be committed ; whkh was refolved in the Negative. Bill rejected. 
Then the Qaeftion being pat. That the iaid * fiill be rejec- 
ted ; it was reiblved in the Affirmative. 

Dijfenttent*^ 

i. Becaufe the Reafons which were entered on our Joar- Proteft thereon, 
luls hft Seffion for the Commitment, and againll the Rejec- 
ting of this Bill, can, in our Judgment, have nothing of 
Weight (aid againft them, as we think they want little to 
be added to them ; tho* thej feem to us to be ilrengthened 
on this Ooca£on, left our ilecond Refafal to concur with the 
Houfe of Commons, in what folely regards their own 
Members, and without any Arguments offered to them in a 
FaHiamcDtary Way for that Refufal, (hould be look'd upon 
by them as unkind, if not unprecedenced Treatment 9 and 
/boald, in the Opinion of many difinterefted Lovers of our- 
ancient Frame of Govenimcntp too juftly create in them 3 
Refcntment that m%ht interrupt the H^imony between the 
two Houfes, which is ncccflary for carry ifig on the mtift im- 
portant Affiiirsof the Nation. 

II. Becaufe the Commons fcetn'J |fi thtnk this Bill is 
wanted ; and, we arc perfuaded, it is ^mefUy Mu^'\ by the 
People, and fo wifely contrived, by a fokmn and ilni 
OAth of Pargation, 10 guard -igaii ' ' v 

that Place, where, if ever it fhotji:. 
^Qcaces wonid be moll pcrniciou 
fear, we ibould be cxpofed to loin^^^^^ 
ii wtdaA not, in this moJt aiithent^^^^Hs luc Lo^UtuL; 
tioB ^ Parliament will allow, from^^^^^B^Ze^l in hm 
dcr the Infe^on of fo mifchievoui 
aiDong others, give an undeniable j 
ted with it ourfelTes. _ 

IlL Bc^ 

The only Difference between this ! 
caiiiig Seffion, [Seep, jo, J is the fulld 
' ibaJl be liable to any DifiibiiJty, [iiapaAj 
' leis f^ofeciition be cocnincnced whhin ma 

* tioo, or other Determirutioa of the Par' 

* Itty, Incapacity, Forfeimrc or Penalty i^ 
' (^ ft Profecution, «nlc(s the f:Mne be citi ' 
Thxk Qaufe ,was now added by the Con 
znade ia the Houfe of LotxU, vU^ Thit ii 
who ha^ once been Mcroben nf the Hju^^^^^^ 
Ba^ all their Life after to ftich fevere ^^^^^^^H ^' ■ '■^ ^1 
tittc Biii, fince it mi^t aJT^a thcfn aft^^^^^^ i^w^r 
Hcvie, tp a Seat in the Hoiifi: of tord^, 
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Anno 4. Geo.n. HI. Becaoie a Menlber of Parliament, wlio 11 not aiham- 
1730-31. ' ed to accept a Gratuity for any Service which he is aiham*d 
' poblickly to avow, mud be confcioas to himielf, as we fear, 
that he is gailty of an immoral A£Uon ; and therefore we con- 
ceire ourfdves not only oblige4 in Policy, bat in G>nfciencey 
to yield our Aflent to a Bill, that, as &r as we could appre- 
hend upon the mod mature and ferlous Refledion, contains 
a proper Expedient in this limited Monarchy, to preferve 
both the Innocence and Independency of eleded Legiflators. 
and that we had reafonable Hopes would, in a great Mea- 
fare, have prevented the Danger of an infunous Breach of 
Truft of the highell Nature, repofed in every fingle Member 
of the lower Houfe, for the Benefit of the whole C6mma- 
nity I which we think a Crime that ought to be dreaded by 
us, as good Patriots, and that we are bound to abhor as 
iincere Chridians. 

IV. Becaufe we cannot, but with Grief of Heart, lament 
the Lofs of that Opportunity, which, by enadUng this Bill 
into a Law, we afTure ourfelves his Majefty would have em- 
braced with particular Satisfadion, of demonftrating to all 
his Subjeds, that hfis incapable of fuffisring an improper 
Ufe to be made, by any of hi^ Servants, of that largp Re* 
venue, which a Parliament, liberal beyond any Ejounple of 
their Predeccirofi^ fo chearfully gave him ; or of entertain- 
ing tJie leail Thought himfelf to the Prejudice of the Liber- 
ties or Propef cics of hh People^ by any unjuftifiable Infia- 
ciice on ihdi Keprcfcniativcs. 

Ommbormgh^ Oxfif : and Mortimirt Willot^Uy dt 
Br&ki, G&njL^rt Miiymt J\ Ahirganfenny^ Siritffvrd^ Tha^ 
itf/, Jf'ii/ iviis/srti^ Jmcafi^rf G. S. Lichfig/d, 

^ Ca4^sL*49K, CoV€fi/ry, Bridgwaier, AbiMgd§m^ 

» 

Stit«ortlteKa' J[] te. of the National Debt was laid 

tioailDcbu )^f^, v^Hlc h It appears, that on the 31ft of 

i)e£f flHbus 49,725,260/. 14/. 84/. Zf. 

Inert -^^^^k 1 , 1 7 Z9» to X>#rMiifr 31, 1730^ 

55,000 /. P^id ctf i^o^Koo /. Total on the 31ft df De-^ 

DebfluoaflB}]] Jftii i^. The Lof^read a firft Time a Bill, Fn- thm 
forjDipoitingun-/f« iptpmuUm *>/ WmUfmm hikniinto Engi^di theI>e-» 
wrog|hcWo^ji ggnof Hliich was topftvert theclaBdclHnePraaiceofRuIl• 
fo''£ng^^T. '''"'»g"«*'«'"?>^ WoofI to Franct. The Earl of Strafford 

movM to rejcil lu At a Bill Ehac Would be pernicious c^ 
X, of Stnfford* thii Kingdantt ^i^ce the Iri//^ would poar in fnch Quantities 

of Wool! upon Of, as v^uld fmk the Price of Lands imm 

Bnglatr^ 




fku\d 
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jEwglmd, and raife the Poor^s Rates, which are mach in- Ai11104.Gro.ir. 
crcas'd of late Yean. The Earl o* • Scarbrougb^ Lord Ba- »7li. 
tburft^ and Others, argued the Ncceffity of fuch an Impor- }^'^^~^ ^ 
tadoo, to reftore our Woollen Trade, and pat a Stop to ^ g^^^^^^^e"- 
the French Maaofidures of Cloth ; and obferved, That when 
the iH/b came to find a Market for their Wooll in England^ 
they would not then think of exporting it to Foreign Parts : 
Ac laft it was agreed to read the Bill a fecond Time : But 
it Defer p«rs*d. 

A&f I. A Motioii was made by Lord Bathurft, « That Debate on a Mr»- • 
in Addreis be prefented to his Majefty, humbly to defire tion for an Ad- 
that he would be gracioufly pleafed, for the Eafe of hij ^^"^^'^ ^^ ^^'^ ^^'^8 
Subjcfis, to give Directions for difcharging the HeJJian^^^^'^''^''lf'''^'' 
TrcX)ps now in the rTiy 01 Great Bntatn. His LorUihlp Forces. 
^isiupported by Lord Carteret^ the Earls q^ Strafford ^^vA p / ' v 
Winchtljea, Loid Gtnver, and Lord Willoughby dt Broke, [j carTcr!^* 
whofpoke for the Qaellion, and argued the NecefTity of e. of Srrartord. 
diichafging the iaid Iroops, efpecially now that a Peace is£ ot Wmchciica. 
made with the Emperor ; and that there is fo good a Pro ^ <^<'wcr. 
fpea of the other Powers acceding thereto.' But the l^^Uces^^^^^'J^^^-^Hby 
of StweaftU and Argyle, the Earls of Hay and Scarbrough, D. of Newer fl!c. 
and the Lord King f ailedged, ' TW it was not rcaJon- D. .f A;,:>:l. 
aWe to difcharge the faid Troops, befare the Ratification E- of J!',. 
was arrived from Vinmay and me prindpal Powers had ac- ^^^c^Eun^ui^h. 
ceded thereto ; befides that lib Maj|b ought to have the "^* 
Merit of difcharging the f;iid J roo^fcimf^lf, tt^ho it wns 
not fip be doubted, would t^ke the fit' d1 i i 

doing, whether he was addreiTed or n- c ^x> 

cakflycootended for, was perhaps no[ tbovc a 4VJQn:hi Pay 
for the (aid Troops, iince it was likdy th^t in i\\^'. Time 
they might be difcharged by his Majell^ i and iliat the 
keepog up of thefe Troops h^d fg^u^cd the l^mpcror t^ 4 

agree to a Peace/ At laft the C^^H^being put oa a r|jt^ 
nioo it pafs*d in the Negative, ^j^M^-^-^^j* -. ^w' 

JA^ 3. The Lords in a Commt^^K jijh Law- Ocbim m th- 

£:li, went through the iame ^^^^^B ' ^ho Hii|diu4 L^w-gJi 

were^inft it, aliedged, ' That g^^B' n^rife 

ia tra^dog the Law oat cf I^ 
^d of being an Eafe to the I'ca l 

tbeOcc^dnof great Difpaics, ^^^ft' >t i^ 

regard to the Interpretation ^^^^Kf^^^ ^ ihe 

lord Raym^mJ X* ^Y^^g* ' T h r. t ^^^■Kfiab J , Ux faw 
crnft likewifo be tranflated iuto //^^^HpKiSiany in ^r^/^^Ldl^ainK^^"^^ 
uadeiftood not EngUJh,' ] he ^^^^^ ^gjU rept>*d,D, of Ar^lc^ 

1731. G ^^BS^ ' '^^■^ 

• Mafter of the Horfc to the King* 

t Lord High Chancellor. 

t I«d Chief Mice of the KJng^ ^ Bv^a 
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Anno 4. Geo.ll. « That the Meaning of the Law had been long ondoiood 
i?^il y by the Interpreters thereof^ the Judges, and would fnrely 
be fo when tranflated : That onr Prayers were in oar Na- 
tive Tongue that they might be intelligible, and why flumld 
not the Laws, wherein our Lives and Properties are con- 
cerned be fo, for the fame Reaibn ? His Grace added, ' That 
he was glad to fee that the faid Lord, perhaps as wife and 
learned as any that ever iat in that Hoafe, had nothing more to 
offer againft the Bill than a Joke.* Other Lords inftanc'd, 
* That in the Reign of King Ednuari III. •, an Aa of Par- 
liament pafs'd. Far having tbg Laws im EngUfli, and M9i ia 
French, as tbty then <were, for the Eaft •fthi PeopU. 

After this a Debate arofe about the Law-Proceedings be- 
ing wrote in a plain legible Hand, and not in any Court- 

£. of Ilay. Hand ; wherein the Earl of llay faid, ' That in Sc9iland 
they had come to that Pais, that Writs, which were to be 
executed by Sheri^, were wrote in Chanden to hard to 
be read, that the SheriA knew nothing of the Contents ;* 
His Lordfhip therefore moved for an Amendment to the JHU, 
ijix, * That the Proceedings in the Exchequer of Scetland, 
be alio wrote in a ^ain legible Hand, which was agreed 
to{ 3s Ilkcwire chat the Records be wrote in the iame 
Hand as A^s of Parliament are engrofs^d. The next Daiy 
the Lords read a third Time, and paiiM the (aid Bill, and 
fcnt it back to the Commons, 

The Parli:3Tncnt ^^^ 7 The Kiog came £o the Houfc, and prorogued 

prorogued. the Farlioj&ent to the 27 tK of July: They were after- 
w^fdi, bydi^erem ProrogauonSp prorogued to the 13th of 

• %tt 1^ Sutute of ^7^ Idipird IlL Cap. 15.^ 



7,m'ardll 



♦ 



The FiiiH Session of the First Par- 
liament ^^ Kni^ GEORGE IL 

OK the King open'd the Seffioa 

V Houfes, jind his Majefty be- 

^rl of Marchm§ni f moved 
for II. I hanks, which was prefented 

the next Day- 



Addrcls of J[: 

Thunka J\ r %ht 4 






Ki:;g-rs ;;,;«; W, , . ^^oiUatifal yd im Subjca,^ the 

cpcning iic ftfth ¥ V J m^mid Temporal m Parliament afiem- 

U&oD. ' blcd^ coiii ^^^B ^^^^ ^^ ^"V ^^^ Gratitude to 

^H f return 
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' rctnnr tlie hmBbfe Thanks of this Hoak hr yoar Ma- Anno 5. Geo. II. 

* jcfty*! moft gracious Speech from the Thjone. i73(-32- 

' We flioaki appear rofenfibie of our owd Happinefs, and 

* ^(rtffLTdfvA of the Honour of this Nation, i£ we did not 
« beg Leave to coogratuUte your Majefty, on your having 

< taadc the Crown of Great Britain fo great and fignal an 

< Infinnnent of refloring and (bearing the general 1 ranqui- 

* lity of Emr9f€t and that in a Manner the moH advanc^- 
« feaa% mod mxA honourable to this Kingdom : Such is the 

< SQOce& we may ja(Uy cxped will ever attend the Mea- 

< fares of your Majefly, purfuing Aeadiiy the true Interefl 
' cf yoor People, and afliited with the Advice and Support 
' of a Briiifif Parliament. 

< Your Majefiy has been gradoufly pleafedto recapitulate 
' the Icvcrml Treaties and Negotiations framed and carried 

* on, daring many Years paft, for the adjufting the different 

* loierefls and interfering Views of the great Powers of 
' Eartpe, which, though calculated with the greatefl Wif- 

* doffl and Jofticc for to de£rablc an £nd, have, through 
' a Jong Scene of violent Contentions, met with thofe una- 

* voidable Delays, which your Ivi-^jdlj , m 1 endcrnefs ta 
' yonr Sobje^, and oat of an Anxiet|r tar tbcir H^ppinefs^ 

* has fo often been pleafed to rcgs^ct from the Throne. We 

* have now the great SatisfaaiuEi to ob&rvi, that thofe very 
' Dtfficakies and Diftradicn<t, chf^HJjKAnd Contending 
Matereib, oppoiite to the publicic ^KjH^m to eich or her, 

* have, hf your Majeily's wil'eJy tUlpffSVfitg eich c?J: i«a! 
' Conjon^re, by reconciling mutual rraenfmni and CUini^, 

* or by defeating and di(un icing a a Lea goes r.nd 
' Coojanfbons, and above all, by . ( trni pt cd Fc 1 fe* 

* fenmce in maintaining the R ghti ^-ind PoilHIbn^ ^f this 

* Kh^dom, been each mad^ i b&m^' ' - ' - ,_,^^ 
' in various Ways, to the grc a ^Vork 
' Majefty has fo long labouri^d m pnwaru lar ui, atu jtm 
' now happily accomplifhed. 

« The Difficulties that aucn 
' Treaty of SivilU^ without „^^^___ 
' and tnifting to the uncertain E^^HHfri 4 die 

' Grotiods of jud Concern and i^^^^^pr. !tnd 

* of fecret Hopes, or even Bo iili 
' tirdy removed, with the ei^prc 
' who alone claimed a Right t< 

* themiielvcs become Parties in i 

' iach hare been the happy Lo^ii^^HK^aF yoar M&jclly^s 
' Meafnres, that the molt fncLefl^rar, in ^hjch aa Ex- 

* perience teaches us the Prclpftut do not always reap 

* the AdvanUge, coold, at the wpttice of the Bt<K>d and 

1 73 1. G 3 B Trcafure 
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Anno 5. Gco.II. 



Hit Majeflj*s 
Anfwer. 



Treafure of t)iis Nation, have prodaced only tliat quiet 
and juft Balance of Power, which your Majcfty, by Ncgb- 
tiations, and juft and honourable 1 reaties, has efbblifhed. 

* Your Majefty has not only given immediate Peace to 
your Kingdoms, and extinguifhed thofe Flames that muft 
very foon have embroiled all Europe, but in the iiniihing 
this glorious Defign has carried yet farther your great 
Views for the pubiick Tranquility, hj framing and con- 
cluding the lace Treaty of Vienna i whereby the Dangers 
which too evidently appeared likely to arife, or new Dif- 
ferences and Confufions upon future Events, are, a$ far as 
human Prudence can operate, obviated and prevented, 
without entring into any Engagements contrary to formed 
Treaties, or^having a Tendency to raifc or deprefs any 
Power abroad : And it is from this happy Situation of Af- 
fairs, we may reafonably hope, that by our duly fup- 
porting and defending your Majefty's Government at 
\iome. Great Britain^ inllead of being necefTarily involved 
in new Troubles and Convulfions, may with Safety, Eaie; 
and Honour, fhare with our Allies the happy Benefits of 
a general Peace. 

' The whole Series of your Majefty's Adlions had already 
proclaitned the gracious Declaration, which your Majefty 
in your great Oiaipdncrs ha% been pleafed to make from 
the Throne, That the Safety of the Crown and of the 
People is mutua!, and that their Jnterefts ar^ infeparable. 



Thj^ lays u& untJtM 
Maj<-:^.y, that He v. 
poScd in us* with 
the pubiick Griod, 
truly Uithful 
ovtf them, til / 
depend ort iXvt jSl 
GoverDmcnt, 
fure^ tht B;tfSr»gs 



Obligations to afiure your* 

cJifchargiiigthe Trufl rc- 

iiiLa L:,.|t r and unanimous Zeal for 

?? 1 DCS a Houfe of Parliament, 

■^ CO the Prince that rcign^ 

Lit our Rights and Liberties 

and Security of your Majefty's 

vouring to merit, in fome Mea* 



To this his M;^/ jave the folk)wing Anfwer. 




" T Thank you ]oy|Hfe61ionate and loyal Addjefs. As 
^' X ^^ JnUrclU i^^^BopIr, and the fecoring the Peace 
«* and BiIiiRce of PovwB Eun^pe^ has been ray chief Care 
** and Cgncern* the Sadpidion you ihew in the Succefs 
** of my Endcavoitrs canto t but be extieamly acceptable 
•* in me, 

" You may depctxl ape: 
** and I am periiiadt 

^ an4 Suppojt/' 




;/ Favour and Protcftion ; 
:j1 tvays rely upon your Duty 



Pd'. 



{ 53 ) " . ^ 

Teh. 1 7. A Meflage was brooght from the Houfe of Com- Anno 5.G«o. II. 

mons by Mr Samdys and others^ with a Bill entitled. An iJZ^-Z^' 

Ad fir makitig man effeQual the La*ws in htingfor difabting ^' ~^ -' 

Pcr/ons from being ch§/en Member j o/l or fitting or ^voting in 

the Houfe of Commons^ 'wbo have any Penfion during Plea- 

j'ure^ or for anf Number of Years^ or any Offices held in 

trufi for tbem ; to which they defirc the Concurrence of ,. . ^ , 
, -^ /r r ' Debate on the 

th\S Houie. Pcnlion-BUI. 

After reading th^ Bill, the Lord D^ la IFar * fioo4 np 
aod fpoke as follows ; Ld. De h W^r. 

My lords, 

' I find that the Bill which has been now read to your 
Lordfliips, is to the very fame Purpofe, and almod in the 
rery iiune Words with that which has already been twice 
lefaied by your Lordihips ; and therefore I cannot but look 
upoQ the (ending op of fuch a Bill as an Indignity offered 
to this Uoa(e, for which Reafon I mull be of Opinion that 
tiie Bin ought to be rejedied. 

The Earl of Straford fpoke next. E .^ Strafford, 

' It is very true, my Lords, that a Bill to the fame Pur- 
port, and almofl in the very fame Wofds with the Bill now 
btfore us, has been twice fcnt up, ....4 ^. ^,.l.. .., .ilJ by 
tais Honfe : Bat we muft rcmemb<ir that the Bill never 
came the Length of a Commiirec. If j«Qur Lordihips had 
hft Yeaf^honght fit to take ihc Bill th^ feot to you under 
yoar Confideration in a Commircee, the fevenJ Clauft^s 
tiiereof woald have been particularly ejicamfn^d, and it 
would have been known what werr ifo or Word^ 

^hich your Lordihips took Exce| ; b\tt is no fuch 

Thing was done, the Gentlemen of tho ^^iiitir Hoafc coufd 
not know how to amend the Bu!, ^r-P-^At AJtrn:tion^ ihcy 
i^ioaldmake; for which Reci 1 021 I ; :,JL 

kg op of this in the fame ^'orJs \w^^^^ ^' JK* 

ii3g the otmofl Refped toth is H ufi^^^Hk ' y to 

your Lordihips to alter and ameiK^^^^^K banner 

25 yoa fhall jadge proper. ^^^^^R' 

' Cormpcion, my Lords, is an^^HH^ibeen always 
thought to be of a moft pemiciou^^^B^encej and there- 
fore there have been many Act^ o^^^fcci^t mo^e for ^^rc- 
venting it : In the very Ad of S^^^Bt ihcre i\ a Ctauic 
for this Ead ; in the Reign of ^X^^^^Kif there u^cre kvt- 
ral Regulations made for th^ '^^^|^P^ > ^^'^ ^^ ^^^ 
very firft Parliament of his lace IV jB^ , tWre Vim art Ad 
made for preventing the EfTceb flPPiis dangeronf Evil, 
This (hews that the bringir^g n of fuc^ Briis ^^ the Bill 
row befisre ns, was never th^i-Lit fi> be dging any luiwry 

to 

« Afpoioted Treafur«r of his Mai. il > '% HguOioid in Jttnc, 1 73 u 
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iknoo 5. Geo.Il. to the Crown ; opon the contrary, the Honour and Safety* 
1731-3^ of the Crown depends upon theHonoarand Integrity of 
Ui. <^^f^ikfj jj,^ Members of Parliament, and therefore we can never 
prefume that the Crown will be againft any Meafore that can 
be propofed for preventing any illegal and corrupt Inflocnce 
upon any of the Members of either Houfe. One Dciign of 
bringing this Bill in, and pafling it in the other Hoofe, 
was to wipe ofF any Sufpicion of Corruption, that there 
night be againft them : Dk) not let us, my Lords, deprive 
them of the only Means they have of convincing the Worlds 
that there is no fuch Thing among them. , If there be any 
Word, if there be any Claufe in this Bill, that may feem 
to be of bad Confequence, your Lordikips may amend it, 
or you may leave it out. An Objedion againft any parti- 
cular Clanfe, may be a Reafon ^r altering or amending 
the Bill, but it never can be a Reafon for throwing it out 
altogetlwr ; I ftiall therefore be, my Lords, for ordering ic 
to be read a fccond Time, that we may have an Opportu- 
nity of confidering it ferioudy, and making futh Amend- 
ments as (hall be thought proper.* 
14. Falmouth. To this Lord Fi^muih * replied. 
My Lordsi ^ ■ • 
*■ The Bill jiQrtf before u^ bear* a very fpecions Title or 
Preambie § from the firit \ icw thereof one would be apt to 
conclude, that fome^ing vfry beneficial for thi^ Nation 
iv'cre intended ; but upon a more ferioos Perufal, we find, 
that at boiiom there is real y nothing intended, that can in 
the leaft contribute to the Publick Good. We all know. My 
Lord 3, ho^ fbme yotions come to be made, and how fome 
Br Us come to be braagbt hiil> the other Houfe. Such Bills 
^ as tlm now before us, rjc iften brought in by Would-be 
i' -Miniflerj, that 15, by Gcntii^^nien who aflfcft Popularity, and 
.^^et thcmfclves up ws Prfiicd :rs of the Liberties of the Peo- 
ple, sird under ih it Pretence encourage and promote Fa^on 
and Difc' ntcitr, in order tbrreby to raife themfelves to be 
the chief Mcd in ifte AdmiMEftration of the Publick Affairs 
of the Nauon. t &^ a lways be ready to join in reafon- 
abfc IV^e^fures '^jHB ^^^ Liberties and Privileges of 
the People f and ti^^H^tempts were making Againft, them, 
I i> ia!d be as Tcil^^Mny Man to concert Meafures for 
iljLUnmgthe Atifti^Ode Crown : But, My- Lords, when 
J hrA that no ^ uc nmde by the Crown, againft the 

■ l,u. : ,^ nT fli, . ^_ ■ ^vhen I find that the popular Cries 
f rarltd and j irited up onlv by thp Famous 

^^ M-.. Mi-wuiKented* I i\-.Ai never be for diminifting the 
r. *^*^ 
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Power of the Cfowa, e^McUlly when I Cot that it has bat Aimo 5. Oto.lU 
juft eooagh to fopport itielf againft the Factious and the ^ ^TV-J^ 
Diia&£l<^. I remember. My Lords, that a noble Lord ' ^ 
put the Qoeftioo hSt Sefion of Parliaflneat, when this vety 
ASur was before the Houfe, how the Preteoder would defire 
Qoe to Tote in the Cafe then before us : If the fame Qneitioa 
were now again to be put, I believe the proper Anfwer 
voold be, that he would defire os to vote for the Bill now 
befoie nt : I do not doubt, bot that he. would be for dimi* 
niOuDg his Mi^afty's Power of rewarding thofe who fbould 
happen to OKrit well of their Counny, by a zealous and 
hearty Oppofition to him and his Fadion. I hope. My 
Lofds, that there will always be Men of Honour and Inte- 
grity enough in this Country to defend us againd chat Fac- 
tion, or any FaAioo, without the Hopes or Expcdacion of 
a Reward ; but if it fliooki be found necedary for our De- 
fence, ID give Rewards to many of chofe who dflifled in the 
protcdisg of the Government againil Fadtion, I would ra- 
titer cha^ that the Government (hould have it in its Power 
CD give Rewards to thofe that contributed to the prefci ving 
of OS, than that the Fadioos fhould, ^fwe it in their Power 
to give Rewards to thofe tiia^t :\i<iileii them in the deJlroyir.g 
of OS. The Methods propokd by tbt Bill now before lj$, 
vtio ha from being proper Methodfi f^|>f even ting firibfry 
sad Corruption, that I am :'fr:iid ^ff #111 give (uch an 
Eaco niagei ncnt to Fadion, as mayllBd us lAlo Con/uiinn, 
and therefore I (ball be for rejecling the B3i. As ihis Bill 
is the very fame with that which waa rt*- - ^ ^" yoyr Lord- 
flups the laft Seffion of Patliament^ 1 uticed ^bat 

t^ fiune Reafons which prevailed again. ^ u um 6tBiion, will 
low Ukewife prevail againA it ; formy cwn P&rt at IthUt 
I aa fore, that there is nothing fl|w happened, ihut can 
afiffd me ithe leaft Pretence far br-j^^v« di^erctit Opittion. 
He was anfwer'd by the Lon C 4^u u failows ; 



My Urds^ LdOrt^rrt. 



' I nsa for receiving this }' -^faf Man- 

ler; firft, becanCe of the D ^ next for 

theRefpea that is due to the , 1 b%. My 

Lords, lor the Refpea that \^ ^^^^^^^^^ ^ **^ ^^'^- 
jca of Cbk Bill is of the ucmoft ^B^^BL ^ |]^^ Liber* 
tics of thia Nation ; the Tide or ^^^Kfihkmy Qpmion 
very proper for fuch a Subj^di i bi^Htwere ncc ib, why 
nay it not be altered f One I nm^Wy L^td*, I am (ure 
of, ijhat if we treat the BilJ ^ ua 10 nvuch Cot ■ tempt, m ta 
ri^ed it opon the £rft R* ad 11:1, the whok P«^<^pl<-' of 1 lie 
Nation will maJce a Preambfe Iot oi. I do not know how 
thia Bill was brought into the nium Un^k, nor ought that 
to be a Qneftion in this i I do not know whciher ibi^t Mi 
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Anno 5. Gco.lt. was brodght In by Woald-be Miniflers or no, but I am terf 
1731-31. certain, that as good Minifters as ever were in England^ 
' have laid the Foundation for fuch Bills ; ^ind if Men do ad 
for the Publick Good, it fignifies nothing to us, it fignifies 
nothing to the People, what were thei Motives that prompted 
them to ad in fuch an honourable Manner. If it is an 
Ambition of being Minifters of State, that prompts Men to 
ad for the Publick Good, I hope the Ambition of thofe that 
are out, will always be a Barrier for the Liberties of this 
Nation againft the Ambition of thofe that are in. 

' It is no Argument againil this Bill, that it is in the fame 
Words with the Bill which was fent up to us the lall Sefiion. 
I hope there is no Man in this Nation pretends to be infal- 
lible ; your Lordfhips having refufed this Bill lail Seffion,* 
can never be an Argument for your rejeding it now with- 
out fo much as once taking it into your ferioils Cbniidera- 
tion : Sqme Arguments may now be brought for pa^ng it, 
which were not thought of at that Time : The publick 
Tranquility was not then fo firmly edabliOied as it is at pre- 
. fent, and therefore it may now be thought a more, proper 
Time for us to take Precautions for preferving our Liberties 
againft DomeiUck Enemies, than it was at that Time, when 
we were not quite out of Danger of being attacked by Fo- 
reign Enemieis, [f yoar Lordlhips ihould (oi^ down a good 
and a neccftary Bill for the Amendment of the Law, and 
the fame Hi ou Id be refufed by the Commons, would that 
^c■ any AfgumeT3t agninil tver fending that Bill down to 
[Jieni again m any imxitt ^tSTion of Parliament ? Or would 
ihdf hftving QRce refufed ir^ be an Argument for their re- 
jecting it at the firii f^-- , upon its being brought a fc- 
conATiine be/orc o» my Lords; if your Lord. 

fhjpt^#^re convinced tnat u c Bill was necefiary, and drawn 
op in proper Terms, ^^1 \\ ould fend it down in the very, 
fame Words again aiipag.in, 'till its own Weight carried 
h through.* 

* J am, my Lords, very irfroifa thinking, thatany At- 
ffmpts arc now made, or :'ac to be made, during his prefeat 
Majefty*s Rcfgn, againll iht! Liberties of this Natbn : His 
Majffly has too much Oopdnefs to endeavour any fuch- At- 
tetnpts« and coo modi \f^foom to admit of any fuch Jbeiog 
ttude by tbofe empfoycd^by him ; but it is for this very 
Kc^fon chat ^ve otight now to think of, and bring in fuch. 
Biil^ a^ may be any way crnducive tO the Prefervation of 
our Liberties: His MsjeJl;. Penetration is fuch, that he 
win csfily fee what is neci \ Wry ; and his Goodnefe is fnch^ 
thai he never will oppofc u i it he fees to be necefiary for 
feeorlng the Liberties aiid che Properties of his People s . 
wheroii if \^ e never think of taking any Precautioiu agi^inft' 

airbl- 
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i^xtstxj Power, *dll we have a Prince opon the ThroneyA1iB05.Geo.li.' 
thit is aimii^ at arbitrary Power, it will then be too late 1 i^3' -j^- ^ 
ibch a Prince will never confent to any Meafores, or to any '^'~\J~^ ' 
JlegoladoDs tint tend to the defeating of his own Defigns. 
PoliBrity may have Occafion to lament onr Negleft of that 
Opportunity wl^ his prc;fent Majefty^s Wifdom and Good- 
ad» daily aflford as. ' There is' certainly at preient nothing 
to be feared from Bribery and Corruption : His Msjefty 
rpgns in the Hearts and Afiedtionsof the People ; his De- 
igns are all for the pablick Good, and therefore he has no 
Occa£oa for making Ufe of any ille^ and corrupt Sort of 
lofloettce ; bot to pretend, that our prefent Happinefs is a 
Keaibn ibr dor not thinldng of, or taking proper Pre- 
caatioos againft the Evils that may come upon this Nation 
in fntnre Times, is the fame Thing as to fay, you are not 
to bring in any Bilb againft Bribery and Corruption, till a 
Majority, of both Houfes of Parliament are corrupted : 
If tkk ihoold ever happen co be the unlucky F^te of this 
Nation, we oiay eafily Judge what would be the Succeis 
of inch Bills, in fuch Hoaks.of Parliament.* 

The. Dake of NnxjcaftJe fpoke next : 

MfUrds, 

• If thb Bill had no other Aim, bat that of preventing d. of NewcafUe. 
Bribery and Cormption, I ihoukl be for It fi^h ^11 my Heart ; 
but we can cafily fee that the Inannon of rh^Stll is to give chc 
other Houfe an Opportunity cJ ailumlng a Vowrt whirh 
they never yet pretended to, :ind their afiiim.! f 

vonld be thie entire Overthrow of our prefetit r 
ftitocioQ. By this Bill, my Lord , ihe Hoirfc 01 
nay aflame a Power of jadging what Rc^^ard^ ur xjia- 
tuM nie proper to be given by ihc Grown tQ nny 
Mtabtr of that Hoafe; Ibr tho' ^ Bill fiiys only, thai 
theMembeiB of that Hoofe are toJ|n«je wh;it Gr^imictrs 
or Rewnrda they receive from the Cro«ii, within Fourteen 
Days next after the Receipt tlnrLof, y^t^ ttiy Lords^ we aie 
not to iisppofe that the Affair wtU rel] ve niay ca- 

fi]y ferelee that the Confe(|uence <jf ^ 1 Dtclar^t»- 

otwill be, that the Hode will ihercupoa cncer imd ihe 
CoBWeiatiqa.of the Dedaraticn that h-As bt^cn irndt co 
them, and wiU take apon thetn to c^ whaher oi 

no foch Grataity was given bv W^ ....c; fo thai 

thereby ihc Crown will be criLir !cd from giving 

any Reward to a Gentleman th l ,... u.^itioi well oi \m 
Cooncry* at leaft as long as be cor.tmae$ eo be it Member of 
Parliament. This, my Lordr, would, in my Opinioo, put^ 
fomach Power into the Handr. of the C>miDons, that It' 
wonkl entirely overtom that Balance Dponwhiih onr Om^ 

173a, fl ilituUon 
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Anno 5.Geo.n. to any Bill, that (eems to tend towards keeping up a Stao* 
'7^'^^' ding Army in Time of Peace in this Country/ 
^^~^' To this the Earl of Ili^ replied i 

E f II ^^ Lords^ 

. . uay. , J j^ pcrfuaded that there is not one of your Lordihips, 

but thinks, that it is neceflary to keep op fome Troops; 
we mufl at leafl keep up a few regular Tropps for our 
Gaards and Gaxrifons ; granting then that the Number ne- 
ceflary to be kept, did nqt exceed 500 MeiH ytt if even 
that Number be neceflary, the Bill now brought in is ne- 
ceflary ; for without fuch a Bill as is now brought in, it 
would be impoflible to keep even that Number^ or any 
Number of Troops in proper Order or Difd^ine ; I cannot 
therefore think, that any of your Lordihips will be againfl 
this Bill entirely. The Number of Troops propofed to be 
kept up by this Bill, may perhaps by (bme be thought too 
large ; but that Matter cannot properly come in to be de- 
bated, till wje go into a Committee upon the Bill, and then. 
My Lords, the Number inay be reduced, as this Houfe 
fliall think proper. 

* It is true, My Lords, that the keeping up of a Stafi- 
ding Army in Time of Pe.icc, without Confent of Parlia- 
inent, is againU the exprcf^ W'ords of the Petition •/ Right : 
But, My Lords, the very Dcfign of this Bill, is to procure 
that Confent, without ^vhkh no Standing Army can be le- 
gally kept up in this Kingdom. This Bill therefiore cannot 
be cootrary to tlic Pifitim -f Rights iince is is brought in, 
in Qompliancc rhcrcwich : Nor can the pafling of this Bill 
Miake any AkeratiDn In oat i^onflitution.: For the Laws of 
the Kmgdem are cereamly a I'art of our Conftitution, and 
if thia Bill were once paffeU into a Law, it wiU b^ as- much 
a P^rl of our Conllitotibn, a= any other Law that ever was 
j^ made ; chis indeed will be a new Law, bat that can be no 

Afgumcni agAinil lu bcbjmir^g a Part of our Conftitution $ 
lor all our Laws hftve fbme rime or another been new 

#Liws I evL a^^tta itfelf was once a new Law ; 

yec all of . joHHiey were enabled, became a Part 

of our ConitiiuciQP^ an^KIl continue fo, or did continne 
fOj tM ihey were m Party in Whole altered or repealed.* 
The Ear! oi Simff^r^mokt next. 
RofStraiTortt Mj Urds^ V 

^ Ic i% certamly ireiy ^KcefTiry for us upon Occafion of 
this Bill, to takf the Aipy under our Confideration, and 
CO dftermine what NomW of Troops ought to be kept up ; 
becauie^ My Lordsf thif^i;; the only Opportunity we can 
have of redacing the NiunhLr allowed o^ in cafe we hap- 
pen CO think it too great ', and in cafe this Bill goes the 
length of IX Committee, I Ihall then take the Liberty to 

declare 
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dcdaoQi my Stntiments npon that Head. Bat, My Lords, Ajuio 5, 
I Do^ rife op to declare, that I am entirely againft this . ^73 
Bill, or any Matiny-Bill ; becaafe I always looked upon it, 
as fctting ap a Conftitution within a ConfUtution, or rather 
indeed, it is the torning of our Civil Government into a 
Military Government. This, 'tis trae. My Lords, we may 
do by a Law, and that Law when pafied will be a Part of 
our Conftitation, yet I hope it will not be faid, that fuch 
an extraordinary Law would make no Alteration in our 
Conftitotion. I cannot be of Opinion, that the keeping 
op of any regnlar Troops in this Kingdom is abfolutely ne- 
ceflary ; bat granting that it were, I am certain, that in 
Older to keep fuch Troops under proper Difcipline, it is 
JMt abiblately neceflary to have a Law againft Mutiny and 
BcCimioo. I had. My Lords, the Honour to command a 
RcgiBient of Dragoons in the Reign of King William^ 
which was given to me at the Time of the Siege of Namur ; 
jiod J very well remember, that there was not at that time 
in England any fuch Law, as what is now by this fiill to 
beenaded : We had then no fuch Thifig as Mudny-BiUa 
yearly brought in, nor any fuch Bill pa^cd into a Laxv, 
and yet in thofc Days, we found Means Jo keep our Regi- 
ments in good Order enough, and I ' "^ 
czaft DiiapUce obferved in Lhc Rej 
in Ewglamd, as has been obferved 
aoj of the Soldiers commiued an 

to be ponii|ied, but then they we; 

the ancient Laws of the Kingdom 

to deliTer them np to the Civil ?« 

conviQed and poniflied as fevers 
CoBitTy would admit of, which h 
dent for keeping the Men in good 

ttcm ofalerTe the mod txuSt Difcipl 
• If I were to enter into a pnrt 

Bill, I could make ftrong Object io; 

thereof ; I fliall only mention rhac 

ce&y, how cruel is it now in 

that Crime with Death ? In the 1 

vere Ponilbnient was neceiTary, k 

vith Deaths becanfe the DefcrEerj 

&ne Time guilty of the moil he in 

ncnilly ran in to the Enemy, and t 

their Coontiy, which their Coan 

Hands fer its Defence. But now 

tion has nothing in it of fuch a hei 

Fellow deferts, he runs but from o 

to another ; and the cruel Treat 

W of the Officen. may oficn aitord htni an E>£cy fc, if his 

Cafe 
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Anno 5. Ceo. II. Cftfc be examined by Men of Humanity and Candoar. How 
1731-32. many poor Country-FeJIows, either out of a Frdick, or bc- 
caufe they have been difobligcd or (lighted by their Miftrefs, 
go and liil themfelves for Soldiers ? When foch a FcUow be- 
gins to cool, lie perhaps repents of what be has done, and 
deferts without any other View or Defign but that of re- 
turning home, and following fome induftrious and laborious 
Way of Living in his own Country. Is it not hard, that 
fuch a poor Fellow fhould be fliot for fuch a trifling 
Crime ? The Law perhaps may not be executed with Ri- 
gour 9 that, my Lords, may be an Excufe for the Judge, 
but none for the Lawgiver ; confidering that the Officers are 
the Sufierers by Defcrtion, and alfo the Judges in all Trials 
of that Crime, I think, my Lords, that their not executing 
the Law with Rigour, is a convincing Argument, that the 
Pains are too fevere ; but, my Lords, as I am againft the 
Bill itfelf, as well as every Claufe thereof, I am therefore 
againft giving it a fecond Reading, or entring into the Con- 
iideration of the feveral Claufes of it.* 

Then thd QueHion being put. That the Bill be read a fe- 
cond Time, it was carried in the AQrmative. 

Bcouk wecODccive, that no Countenance ought to be gi- 
ven to any A6i that may poffibly leifen the AfF(^on6 of the 
PeMc 10 the King, they being his fureft Guard ; and we ap- 
pr^cnd, that the keeping up, in Time of Peace, a greater 
: Number ol i orccs than cin be well governed by the eftabli- 

^ -' fhed Laws, i* inconfillen!: with the Notion of the Govern- 

ment of a. fttc People. 
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Jbi^J&^^fi/if9rd, Bripl^ Litchfield^ ExeNK 

Marth 7, The Order of the Day being read for the Houfe 
to be pot into a Commirtee of the whole Houfe upon the 
Bill, intJttcd, Jm J£i /or puni/bing Mutiny and Dtftrtion^ 
^nd for i^t iftitif* Fajnn-rtt of the Army and their garters. 
And a Motion being mnde. That it be an Inftradion to 
the CommJltee, thftt the Number of Men fpedfied in the 
feid Bill do not exceed twelve Thooftlnd. 

After long Debate^ the Queftion wasput, whether fuch an 
Inflruaion Iiall be given to the faid Committee ? it Was re- 
folved in the Negatii^ Content 27, Not-Content 88. 

lllJtwf ^^^ P^*^^*"^^'' AUngdon, 

\%^oMtnfm ^- S^^*^<« ^o g^eat a Number of Troops as is eftablifhed 
thcArai^ by this Eili was never before albwcd by Paitianient in 

Time 
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Time of Ictded Peace, and no Rea&n was given in Oppoii- Anno 5, 
tion to tke Injlradion buc what, we conceive, mufl equally 
liold good in all fature Times ; for when can we hope to fee 
a Seffion of Parliament opened with more fatisfadtory Decla- 
ndons and Wronger Adurances of Happinefa and Security, 
diao thofe contained in his Majefly's rooft gracious Speech 
from the Throne on the tiril Day of this Scfiion : His Ma* 
jefty IS tlicreifi pleafed to declare, that Jiis Expectations are 
fally anfwered ; that the general Tcanquility of Europe is 
reHored and efbibli(bed ; that the tedious Work is perfected 
and iniihed ; that the Wounds which have been long bleed- 
ing arc entirely healed ; that the National Expence will be 
ccmfiderably leflened, and that the Nation ihall reap the 
fruits of hi$ Endeavours. In fuch a Situation of Affairs, we 
conceive, liiat we could not a£l confiilentiy with his Mnjedy's 
gradoos Difpoiition to his People, agreeably to the Honour 
of this Houfe, nor with that Regard we mull always have 
for the Liberties of our Fellow-Subjeds, without endeavour- 
ing to redace the Number of Troops fpecified in the Bill. 

11. Becaofe the fettled State of Affairs at Honne, and the 
great Duty and Aifedion his Majelly's iiubjccls have ihcw^n 
to him on allOccafions, (hould, in ourOi ' ^ 
fwer to all Arguments that can be draw: 
ing op fo great a Number of Troops, 
fiouof a Pretender to the Throne 
eanianoes of this Nation be ct npnn 
cf Afcira after the Treaty of A] :i7Vj 
tbeie Kingdoms will be found it i 
Finicalar. In the iirft PerioU 
Jtmgt was living, who had an /^ 
Fnuee ; many of his old ScrvaLUi 
alive and a^ive in Eng/and and ^^4. 
and Nation dways fupporting hi:n, 
to arm in his Caufe : As to the k 
Pretender was in the Neighboar 
French King, who had maintained 
full living, aikl the Proteilant Succe 
Pbce; yet, in both thefe Points o' 
ber of Troops aUowed by the pn 
thought by Parliament, but by Et 
for our Security: How little Foi 

fecm to be for continuing fuch a Number of Fo^es ^t ihii 
jinQore^ when the Pretender h 1^ been long removed be- 
yond th« Jipt, and a Prince on tiie Fhrone of Frmnit wha 
fecm more intent to make his o^vn Dominiom flauriilr by 
Trade, than out of s rcftlefs Amb tif>n todilbirb his Ndgk- 
km? SnScient Reafons may be diawii ^^ ^ pfcfeni 

$uiiattc^ 
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^ Ceo. II, Sitoatlon of Affairs in that Kiogdom, as well as thole 6T 
17%^-iy Spain, to increafe our naval Force, but none, in our Opi- 
nion, for niaintaining fuch an Army at Land. The preient 
Royal Family is now (God be praislid) firmly feated on the 
Throne, and nothing can fhake it, but an Admioiilration 
which (hall venture to depart from the Principles on which 
the Adt of Settlement was founded i that Settlement was 
founded on (liberty, and, by the Nature of Things, muH 
be coeval with Liberty. 

III. BecauTe it has hitherto been thought the Happinefs 
of our Situation, as an Ifland, that we have not had the 
fame Occalion for Numbers of Troops to defend us as thofe 
on the Continent : To prevent the Inroad of their Neigh- 
bours, they have been obliged to keep up (landing Armies; 
which have generally been the Caufe of the Lois of thekr 
Liberties, and always proved the fure Means of fixing their 
Chains upon them. 

IV. Becaufe we are fully convinced that his Majelly will 
reign the more firmly in the Hearts of all his Subje6b, the 
fnore he places his Confidence in them ; and we conceive it 
to be an Indignity to him, to fyggell that he cannot now be 
fecure on the Tbrane, vvirhoat the Affiflance of a greater 
landing Force than ever hi:) Royal Father was jcontented 
with in Times of lers Tranquility: Although it feemed toT 
be the Tendency of fome Arguments ufed againft the Quef- 
lion, yet we can never be brought to believe,, that this Na- 
tion is in Danger of being over-run by any Foreign Force ; 
oar Apprehenfipn* :vrr th^t it only can be*" ruined and en- 
£aved by a ib iv .u Hotne ; and we xlre jiiftly jea- 
lous from iJic L^j. . .- cc of former Times, that the Crown 

J^'idf^ a» wcU Ai the Liberties of the People, may be 
t^Kfound Jit length to be 3 1 their Difpofal. 

Ia0ri VVc refer to the four firfl Reafons enterM on our 
journals t h ' ^W^^ Fdrtfary, in the Year 1 7 1 7, iiga* 
ed by m:in .^Bs Houfe; 



f 



S^.^nfi^»n, P^iey, Suffolk, Brifio!, Maynard, Twee* 
'chjield, Efceter, Craven, Tadeafier, 
i^^atrrj Tba9et, Strafferd, ScarJ^ 
1, Cartiretf Batburfi, Gewer, IV im^ 



The MutiiriF- M^r^^ 10. The fald Bill u^is read the third Time, and paiTed 

BUlpafiU out any Amendment, Contents 64, Not-Contents to. 

w '' ?2. A Bill from the Commons, for reviwn^tk^ 

for ffvi^ ^^* /*"" ^^ ftrm therein mentiened, was read 

Saii-Dutji '^ ^^t^ i^^ %imt^ add a MlDtion being made for a fci^nd Read*. 



ing thereof, it was carried ia the Affirmative, by 40 Anno 5. Geo.Tt* 
Voices againft 25. 1732' 

March i-j. The faid Bill was read a fccond Time ; and U— ->r***^ 
a Motbn being made for commiuing the fame, the Earl of ■ * 

Wiucbilfta flood op, and fpokc as foUowS : ^- of Winchclfca 

Mj Lords^ 

• This Hoofe has often, with great Honour to itfclf, and 
innch to the Advantage of the Illation, oppofed and defeated 
Meafares whkh had been firll broached in the other Houfe, 
when ft appeared that fuch Meafures tended to the Ruin and 
DifToIution of both. This is a Privilege we are indulged 
with bjr our happy Conilitution, and we never were under 
a greater Neceffity of exerting this Privilege than we are at 
prdcnt. Wc never had a more favourable Opportunity of 
ihtwing a difinterefted Regard for the true Happinefs and 
Welfare of the People than wc now have. The Bill now. 
before ns, though brought in by the Reprefentatives of the 
People, is a BHl the /noH iniquitous and the mod oppreiUve 
upon the People of any Bill that ever was brought into either 
Hoafe of Parliainent. I cannot, my Lords, but call it a 
moft iniquitous and oppreiTive Bill, becaufe there is thereby 
a moft heavy Borden laid upon th 1 l 1, and a moil une- 
qaal Tax- upon the Subjefts of this P*rt of the united 
Kingdoms. There is indeed, by this Bill, a very great 
Favoar fliewn to the Northern Parr^ of thii lllund. This 
FaToor is really a Sort of Corrupnnti uf^on ike Membci^ 
from that Part of the Kingdom ; and I n^uft f:iy, that if ^ . 

ever Corruption was in any Cafe r ! '' In th? 

prefeot ; their Approbation of i d hf 

ihewing a Partiality which they arc vj^g^^^^t^ to by 
the Articles of the Union, or by ^^n^fl^^H^^fmce.* 

• I am, my Lords, very far from ai^H^W^cr dcfir Ing 
that this jyaiy (hould be laid upon thcSHe in rh^ Fan of 
thelfland: Upon the contrary, I ^^^^^^V '^ 

to die otmoft of nty Power, becaufe ^H^l^ '^ 

Peopk of that Part of the Ifland cariKTbear m p^ir im hea* 
vy and fo gritvoas a Duty : But for ^fm. very Reafon I am 
againft this Bill, for I think that no Tax oo^ht to be laid oa 
for the current Service of the Ye r, but fuch ai the whole 
Nation may be^able to contribute .; Share to : It i^ raifcd 
for the Service of the Whole, ;i 1 tt^Ebercfore every Part 
ought to bear its equal Share. If «in^ are fairly and 
ioipartiaUy confider^, I am perfaa^ it will appear, that 
the Southern Parts of the Ifland ;.r&'a5 unable 10 bear fo ^ 

heavy a Burden as the Northern Farwre, .and I hope there 
will be in this Honfe an equal Reg^'lhcwn to nil Fartii of 
the Kingdom. We ought to be r fdy to do all the Favoar 
wc can to every Part, without i: /,Avir,g a Paninli^ to any. 
1732. r And 
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Anno '5. Geo.II. And as Sctiland may in fomc Manner be looked on as the 
1732. ' ' Wife of Englandy we ought to be mofl careful not to al- 

K^^^^y^"^^^ low any Minifler to debauch htr^ by (hewing any particular 
Favours to that Part of the Ifland. or by laying fiurthens 
upon others, which thofe are not to be fubjeded to/ 
The Lord Carteret fpoke next. 

Ld Carteret. My Lords, 

' I mud recommend it to your Lordihips to confider how 
this Duty upon Salt came to be taken ofF. It is but two 
Years ago, and therefore your Lordihips mull all remember, 
that it was upon a mofl gracious Recommendation from the 
Throne. His Majedy, who always coniiders the Good of 
his Subjefls in general, recommended to both Houfes of 
Parliament the eafing of the Poor of this Nation *. The 
Words made Uh of by his Majefly on that Occafion, are 
fo moving 'and fo companionate ; I have repeated them fo 
often to the Gentlemen in the Country, that | have long 
had them fix'd in my Memory : However, upon the pre- 
fent Occafion, I turned to them again, and for the^ore 
Certainty I have taken them down in Writing : They were 
as follows, ' You will fee by the Accounts that will be 
' hid before } J, the Stajc, Produce, and Application of 
' Eht: Str> -' I df a^ ht as hath been hitherto direded 
' by A€i ..me tit ; and you will not fail to take into 

* Conficiejauon she farther Difpofition of the growing Pro- 

* ducc^ ! Von arc the belt Judges whether the CircumUances 

* Q\ .g Fund r.nd of the National Debt, will as yet 

* adir in^ any Eafe where the Duties are moft grie* 

* votii, grcjtefl Regard for the Sinking Fund, 
and I : . ,11 Ccinpiilion upon the Hardlhips of the 
poor Arti^cers and M anufaflurers. I leave it to your 
DeccMiiirmuon^ ivfai inay reafonably, and with due C^uti* 

* on, be* done npoiAis cricical Confideration.* 
* V "•g^ ^ere the Words of his Majefly'a 

moW A from the Throne bat two Years ago. 

r >J|hat his Majefly looks upon the poor 

MBureri of this Nation, as the greateil 

l^mpanion, and as the firil that ought 

ef! u ^vas judged by both Houfes of Par- 

fo grievous, no Tax lay fo heavy 

en Salt, and therefore it was takea 

tics then railed upon Salt, flood en^ 

! of fome of the publick Debts, yet 

^oice oi King, Parliament, and People 

tis Tax, that nothing couM be a Bar 

tn the Creditors of the Publick vo* 

' S^ ctirity, in order to fecond his Ma* 

jefly'8 
'Uc^piUJimCJur^iiler'^ I Jiilory of the Commons, Anno 1730, 
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cily's good Intentioiis, and to get the Nation fct free from Anno 5. Cco.II 
fuch a heavy Burthen. But what are wc now going about ? 17 Ji* 
We aie now going to defeat and difappoint his A-ajdIy's * ~ 

iTiod gracious Intentions for the Relief of the mod diftrefi'ed 
Part of bis SubjeAs, before they have tailed any Thing of 
lie Benefit that wasdedgned them by both Houfes of Parli- 
menr, in Purfuance of his Majeily s Recommendation from 
the Throne. For my own Part, I always looked upon the 
abolifliing of the Salt-Tax as the pure EfFL-6l of his Nbjef- 
ly's LoYc and Affedion for his People ; I always confider*d 
it as foch, and in all the Countries where I hnvc been fince 
that Time, have made fo much Ui'c of it as an Argument 
hr proving how much his Majefty has the Good of his 
People at Heart, that if I had no other Reafon to be again ft 
this Bill, I muft be againft it out of Refpcdt to his Majef- 
ty, and for fopporting that Argument which I have fo often 
made ufeof, in Favour of our prefent happy Eftabliihment.* 

' I have many Rcafons, my Lords, for being againft this 
grievoQS, this pernicious, this infupportable lax, fome of 
whicii I ihall beg Leave to lay before your Lordfhips. In 
the firft Place, it is a moft grievous and a moll unequal Tax 
upon the poor Laboorers, the Tradtfjnen and the ManuFac- 
tarers. Thofe very People who, but two Yean ago, were 
recoouncnded to us by his MajeRy as ehc gfeat«ft CAtjeds of 
Pity, arc, by this Tax, to be the rrcll hcrivjiy loaded. The 
poorer a Man is, the more falc IVoWHoriS n he obliged to 
confaine, and confcqaently the more he wilt be oblidBto 
pay cowards this Tax; fuch ii the Gni^-Te ^- fKrrcdqKit 
tic mod: wretched arc thereby the moft h i*:ed { fach 

the Injaitice, that the more a Man haj^ ,,.. '" '^^f? obli- 

ged to pay towards the publick Expcfftr: ge»e- 

raJIy live upon frefli Provifiomp but spoor lvj j r. fnuillrve 
upon Salt Meat, or he muft eat no Mpl at alL By fuch 
Methods we fhall foon bani(h all the^ 
fiflurcrs out of the Kingdom. We I 
of onr Neighbours are to receive tb 
2\\ pcfllble Encouragement. We Icna 
already loaded with Taxes in this Co^ 
rone of the Comforts of Life, wit ho 
hr them than in any other Countryj^BiJ now wc zrv go- 
irg to cake firom them, or at leafl toHke rh«m pty feve re- 
ly for the very Neoeftaries of Lile, ^Kthit withoiit which 
they cannot fubfift. How can wc exHft'to pnef**^^'^ ruhr-? 
our Trade or our Manufaflures, if i^fer« otice i 
that oieful Body of People the A"*flB?efa af-d lU ,*.,...- 
fa^birers ? And how can we exp ito keep f hem m our 
Cooatr/y if we go on thus every \ eat lotding them with 
Taxes, while our Neighbours arc ^c^larmg thtm free from 

175Z. I 2 ^U 
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Aono 5.GC0. II. all Impofts and Duties, and doing all that is in their Power 

'7j^ J to intice them away from us ? 

' At the fame Time chat this Tax is an iptolerable Load 
upon our Trade, and an infupportable Burthen upon our 
poor, it will bring no Eafe, it will bring no Relief to the 
Landed Gentlemen, but muft really at lalt prove to be the 
Ruin and Deilrudlion of the Landed Intereft. It is not, my 
Lords, the Land-Taxes which the Landed Gentlemen have 
paid, that have brought them into fo many Difficulties, but 
it is the many Excifes which they have been fubjedl to, that 
has ruined their Lands as well s^s themfelves. It is a certain 
Klaxim, chat the more Taxes are laid upon the home Pro- 
duce, the cheaper it niuil always be fold by the Producer, 
and the dearer it will always coft the Confumcr : The Deal- 
ers between the Producer and the Confumcr arc the only 
Perfons wlio get any Thing by the laying on of Ducies and 
Excifes. We know that there never was a Duty laid upon 
any Produce, cither Foreign or Domeftick, but what raifed 
the Price to the Confumer inpre in Proportion than what the 
puty amounted to ; and at the fame Time the Dealer or 
Retailer made ufe of that Duty, as a good Argument for 
running down the Price he was to pay to the Producer or 
Imporier. h ii't^v this our Landed- Gentlemen, as well as 
I heir Etia; been undone. The many Excifes and 

Dalies no.. ,^..^^ ;n ihh N.uion, cat up the yearly Income 
of iheGi^iulemiin's Ellate, and the Farmers being obliged 
^o k\\ the Product of tl^i^ii Lands at a cheap Rate, and to 
pay dear for aO thofe Ncc<. furies which they do not nor can 
prod t; - V . rc fare be able to pay fo high a Rent 

j&^ f lii- Thus the Landod Gentleman 

k*}^ du rile his Income is eat up by the 

^Exci ^ made ufe o( in his own Family^ 

]iis Reati^ ua l J, or his Tenants arc broke, by the 

£xcifes paid t 

' A Cj . - / a Year, whofe Eftate as to the 

iand T:i l^ l ljc full Value, pays ao/. a Year 

mi of a. cJ^d i ax is at 4 s, in the Pound ; that. 

It t^ true, . bl^llaEc to 80 /. a Year; but that is 

Qfdy for ©tie Year, he may be frte of the Land-Tax the 
next Year, and then hi.^ eoj /, comes whole and entire to 
hnn. Bat if by ntiting I xcifes and Duties in place of that 
4/. in the Pound LiiW I .v, you make the fupporting of 
hu Famiiy 20 A a Yen J irer to him than it was before, is 
cot that 10 I taken tuKu his Eftate I Can he then five bet- 
ter fbr hji too / than hi.' ^ould have done before for his 
Ho /. a Year f He is iht . 3ore no Gainer by this Eafe as to 
the Land! luc. But iura i; the Confequence ; thcfc Duties 
And Emk^ fall heavy upon his Tenants as well as open 
» him 
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htm ; tibe fapportingof their Families comes now to be dearer Anno 5. Geo. II. 
to tiiem than it was before, and therefore the Rents mull 1732* 
have been before (b low that the Landlord might have raifed 
them, or ic will now be impoflible for the Tenants to conti- 
Bue paying the fame Rents they formerly did ; fo that very 
probably the Yearly Rents of his Eftate may be reduced to 
80 /. a Year, oat of which if you dedu6l the 20 /. a Year 
he is obliged to pay as an additional Expence for the Sup- 
port of his own Family, there will remain to him but 60 /. 
a Year ; and his Ellate as to the Land-Tax being dill v.ilued 
zi 100/. a Year, if you are obKged in two or three Years 
after to Uy on again the Land-Tax of 4 /. in the Pound, 
this Geotleman mail pay 20 /. a Year out of the 60 /. his 
Eiiace was reduced to ; and thus by pretending to give him 
an Eafe as to the Land-Tax for one Year, you at lait reduce 
hisEfiate to lefs than one half of the real Value ; it is now 
but jaftone Half of what he had formerly to fpend yearly, 
when he paid a Land-Tax of 4 s, in the Pound. Tiiis his 
in many Cafes been the Confequence of laying Duties and 
Exdies io place of Land-Taxes; and the more frequently this 
d^nidive Meafore is purfued, the more general will this 
Ottfeqaence be. Tenants mull 1 i v c ar. d 1 p p po r t t ht; ; j 1 ' a m r - 
las OQt of the Produce of their F .rmi ; ihcy mtiii pay the 
Doties and Excifes of thofe Th i n j;:^ ih > f a t 5 1 * il ^ 1 tt- \y j]c- 
edary for the Support of their Fjniili- man^r- 

iog of their Farms ; the Deficiency (if .lhv *jl.,i ^uu.l .ihvp.ys 
M opon the Landlord. Thofe 1 1 nant» that were ac z \c>\v 
Rcat, have perhaps hitherto fupporied k, - ' i their 
Rents, notwithilanding the many Dndc^ 5 they 

have been obliged to pay ; but ic i^ iLill Land- 

lord, becaafeif it had not been tcr ihc Kxcifes 

paid by the Tenant, the Landlord might kivc mi fed his 
Rents moch more than any Lar^d i ajc that ^ver was laid Od 
in this Kingdom would have amoi^t^JlEO. 

* Th^e is no Nation in the Worfif ih^ has more Occa- 
fion than we have at prefent to raiicfilon^ in the motl fru- 
gal Way, and in that Way which is J|r Icjiil cApcnfu^c to the 
People. We know, my Lords, bj^B Ejtpcrtencc, wIim a 
yaftDifierence there is between thIBbIs .i^^ ^1- "T Vto- 
dooe of this Duty upon Salt : ItBr\*er .^bove 

jSo^GOO /. per Afmum, and by th* Wpil mu>.v a k^i^ioput^* 
OB^ there is above twice that Sum%prly raffed upon the 
People of £ff^A»r^ only, by the M-aiyof t>a» Tax* Every 
Man knows, that the yearly Kx^ieflee of r^iiltng it is at 
Icaft 25,000 /. this for Three Yt^r|. amounts to 7;, 000 i. 
and if to this we add the IntereH mt mull be paid Mpon 
borrowing the Money, the whole wil} amoiint to ; 00,000 A 
which IS the Sum the Nation mull pny by way of Clurges* 

for 
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Attfio 5. Geo. II- for the raifing this 500,000 /. that is wanted for the current 
173** Service of the Year. This is a Faft that cannot be con- 
teAed by the greatcll Favourer of this extraordinary Scheme ; 
I do not doubt but that it will coll the Nation a great deal 
more ; but I make this Calculation from what muft be al- 
lowed even by thofc who are the moft fanguine Promoters 
thereof. Can any Man then fay, that this is a frugal Way 
of raifmg Money ? How hard will it be to make the People 
pay fuch an extravagant Charge,- efpecially now, when there 
is no NeceiTity for it ? By this Bill we are again put into that 
deflradlive Method of Funding and Anticipating of Taxes, 
which is a Method that never ought to be followed but in 
Cafes of the utmoft Neceffity. During the laft War our Ne- 
cefHty was our Excufe ; but now we have no Neceffity to 
plead ; it is meer Gayete de Ceeur : Can that ever be albwed 
of as an Excufe for our entailing heavy and pernicious Taxes 
upon our Poftcrity ? 

* As to that Part of the Kingdom called North Britain^ 
there is indeed a Partiality fhewn ; but even this Partiality 
is no real Favour, any otherwife than only as being a lefs 
Injury : The laying on of this Tax in place of the Shilling 
in the Pound LrtnJ-Ta.x, is doing a very great Injury to 
the whole ' \ z\\'^ all the Favoor that can be pre- 

tended to ^ L I'- Northern Parts, is, that the In- 

jury b nyt lefpeft to thenn, as it is with re- 

fp*^^^ fn rK. of Britain. When an Injury is 

dly, one knows how to refem it ; 
ii Wfefa^'"' >^ >'^^ . ,'. ^ ere is at leail fome Satisfa&ion in 
Ining \ but to he .r a real Injury called a Favour, is 
Wan can btar ; it is a Contempt that will rouze 
the moft pr.Uttut Pcopi.. jpon Earth. It is well known. 
My Lordj, raifed in Scotland by a Land-Tax, 

J prnportionr g in the Pound in England^ never 

aiT ) /. in a Year ; this was the whole 

i\. the People of Scotland by fuch a 

'1 Tax itfelf, or towards the Charge 

• til _ vvhcn this Tax even of one Shil- 

Kng I'pjiM .c was fubfilHng, it appeared that 

tilt* Nci f T in Scotland amounted to 400O /. 

« ge of railing it amounted to above 

t; from hence it is evident, that 
Li y of one Shilling upon the Boihel 

oi in. im«t ^s^u ijc UL' it 8,000 /. raifed yearly upon the 
Feople of ^t^tiamf. i\rd as this Duty is to be kud on for 
tJi ' . m Lieu of :: Shilling in the Pdund Land-Tase 
f c Ve«r. is k not as clear as Figures can make 

^^^ I! PcopTe of Serf land are to pay above 24,000 /. 

^^^L ill ] tlic I t^QOo L which they mnft have paid to- 

^^r wards 






( 7' ) 
wards the Land-Tax ? This, My Lords, is the mighty Fa- Anno 5. Geo.lf« 
vour that is pretended to be done to the People of that 1732* 
Country : Whoever thinks that they will look upon this as ' 
a FaToar, mn^ know vesy little of the good Senfe and Sa- 
gacity of the People in that Part of the Ifland. 

* This Duty is now propofed to be laid on for thret 
Years only, but we know how difficult it is to get free of a 
Tax that has been once eilabliHied : And as this Duty may 
create a Fond for a Miniftry, upon which they may borrow 
so leis a Sum than 600,000 /. I can eafily forefee that at 
the £xpiration of this Term of Three Years, forae Scheme 
or anpther may be fet on Foot for continuing it during a 
mach longer Term : In cafe of any fuch Scheme's being 
to be fet up, I can fee that even by the Bill now before us, 
there is the Foundation laid of a prevailing Argument for 
bringii^ the Members from the Northern Part of the J Hand 
inio the Scheme. We know, my Lords, that there are 
BooBties paid opoa the Exportation of FiQi ; we know that 
thofe fionnties upon the Exportation of Fifh from Siosland 
only, amount generally to about 7,000 /. per Annum : This 
Sam was paid out of the £ril and rc.idieii of the Cuiloms 
znd Exdfe in Scotland i but in cafe thi^ Bill paJTt^s into a 
Law, all fuch Bounties are to be paid odft^t of the Pro- 
duce of the Salt-Duty raifed within ch^HSail Kiogdoms ; 
therefore at the End of this Term of Three Year^^ we mull 
either make a new Law for elbbhfhng h new l*un6 for the 
Pajsicnt of thofe Bounties, or Ehc Bcunrici mutl entire ly 
ceafe and determine with the F q iratloa of ihi& t^w : It 
will then be pretended that no fucli Vm^ C4n be dlablifiieJ 1 
it will then ' be faid that you mn ' . iq the eon- 

tiaoii^ of the Duty spon Salt, , malt en- 

tirely lole the Benefit of having : jn the Ex- 

portation of their Fiih j by whi' , rl! t>? uti^ 

d(»ie^ aad your Country mui^ : n 

yearly, than what they are obi ^g 1 ' ■^■ 

Doty npon Salt. This, My Lofli:, wtii be a hxn tot tnt 
Membos from North Britain i sKuh than a will for ever 
be ao Argument for the Contiiuiance iji tftil Dmy upon 
Salt. >' 

• We have already a prodigious Namberof Officers em- 
ployed in the colledng of our Kc^ma i the rrvtvirtg of 
this Doty apoa Salt will very much V^eife the Namu^T : 
we know that all theie Officers dcpMbpf 
CrowQ ; cvefy one of them m.iy be^^^Bfi 
at die Pleafore of the Crown ; if anj^^Bt e 

todowhaicveriscoiiimaDded, fuch 4^^^^ i 

one, aad a new one put in his Rooii^^^B^'jirt% wii«i[ mx 
lnAiCD€C tl^ Ofioes may have upJ^^^fCbot^s of Mcm^ 
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Anno ^. Geo. II. bers of Parliament in every County, City and Borbngh m 
1732' England. If any future Adminiilration (hould be wicked 
* enough to give them Inftra6lions how they are to behave, and 
for whom they are to ufe their Intereft ; by fuch Means the 
Crown may have it in its Power to get fuch Members re- 
turned as are agreeable to the Favourites aboot Cotirt. 
Where then will be our Liberties ? Where (hall an injured 
People feek for Redrefs ? The People will then be in the 
fame Condition in which they noAv are in Twriy ; their only 
Refource will be in Mobs and Tumults, and the prevailing 
Party will adminiiler Judice by general MaiTacres and Pro- 
fcriptions. I did appear againil a Standing Army, but I 
never was fo much afraid of the Confequences of a Standing 
Army, as I am of the Confequences of a Houfe of Parlia- 
ment's depending entirely upon the Crown. Oi all arbitrarjr 
Governments, that founded upon bafe Corruption is the 
woril : In fuch Circumftances we might perhaps preferre 
the external Forms of our Conilitution, but fuch a bafe De- 
pendence would eat out the very Vitals of our Conftitution^ 
and leave us nothing remaining but a melancholy, difma)^ 
putrified, ufelefs Carcafs ; a meer Shew of a Coniiitution, 
without any Life^ without any Spirit, without any Power 
to protect the Pep^e from Domeftick Oppreffion, or from 
i-'orcigri Invdion. * 

' The People lif this Nation are already fubjeded to (b 
many Penal Eiea and Forfeitures, that few Merchants or Deal- 
ers know when tliey are <,\h. But by this Bill they arc t6 
be fubje^ivd to a g»«at many new Penalties and Forfeitures ; 
and what h Rill worle, tijcfe Penalties and Forfeitures are 
not to be fiied for in the common Way : As to them, the 
Subje^ \% not io be trcd in the ufaal Way, by God and 
big CotiDtry, but in a ntw and extraordinary Way, by Com- 
miflioners and OHicers ^vbo are appointed by the Crown, 
and rciDPv ' :hc Plcifure of the Crown : The Crown 

j» to be r> Profucutor, and a Man depending upon 

the Crowr for h\% daily Bread, is to be the Judge. 

I have 1^ . ved, and I believe it will foon appear 

% Uiat whvw Things have been turned oat of 
^^ourfe of Law, when any cxtraoirdinary Me^ 
ihod qI' i^rgctedtng before Commiffioners has been »bth>- 
ducid, r>:Craondinary Ii^iquities have been committed ; fomef 
RTG d.kovtifd, but moil qH them are funk intp Oblivion by 
thi- W weight of Power* 

* Tbu Way of muhi plying and oontinning of Taxes, and 

f^.;„:i .,v,r.,r ue^ ^f,^ extraordinary Methods for levying them, 

bfe^ foltGWEid by thofe Miniitors, who were fot^ 

ei i^nnvN^ labitrafy Power. The famous Cardiital /S>ri&- 

/iiu knew wcU the Mcf^ts of fuch a Meruit ; he knew' 

wtot 
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wjlut SoiBi pf 149My were thtnhy broQght in, and what Anno 5. G«o. II. 
Dependencies weie thereby created. By the Means of fuch '73^* 
Taxe^ the Efiates of the Quality and Gentry of Frauci ' 
were mined and «ndone» fo that at the fame Time that the 
Taxes pot it in the Power of the Crown to give, they re- 
dnced the Quality and Gentry of the ELingdom under a 
NeceCcy to ieoeive s all forts of ^rovifions were by the 
Taxei icn4ered (b du^, |uid the Tenants o^ their EAates 
were £> much impoyeriihed, that it became impoflible for 
inoft of them tp fapport and provide for their Families 
oat of the Rents of their Eilates, whereby they were ob- 
lige to foe to the Court for fome Pod or Penfion, and in 
osder to obtain what they wanted, they were glad to do 
whatever the Coort commanded. Thefe were the DomelUck 
MeafuBCs oif Cardinal Ricbtlitu^ and by thcfe the Liberties 
o£ Frm€9 wf re loft. As for bis Foreign Meafures, I wi(h 
we had it in our Power to follow them : But in this King- 
^ktm Ihsfpc no Minifter will ever pretend to follow hb Do- 
meidck Meafores ; I am fare, that whoever does, will ne- 
irer hare it in his Power to follow his Meafurcs as to Fo- 
leigD Affurs ; for the Liberties of England are eftabliihed 
opoo too firm a Bafis, to be overturn^ by chc Aitempts of 
any one Man in his own Lifc-cimc ^ b' do not caJ^e 

Cue, one Man may give them fuch a as may mike 

itaa eafy Work for his Succciror^ ; A^bo Meafuic is Icfs 
liable to £ul of Succefs, than that of ij|fi»i7i^ bv tittle and 

litde the Power of the Crown, by augu: i A 'tJie 

NiUDber of ia Dependents, and add^r:^^ is^Htles 

of due Noblemen and Gcntkincci i >m» by 

Iqarrziag heavy Taxes from them fi^. t....; ..^.r.g made 
aieof in their Families: for when Liberty apprars in Po- 
verty aad Diftreis, and Slavery appean in iine Trappings 

aad great Plenty* I am afraid th^re \\\\{ ht found bus kw^ 

whofe Virtue can fland the Teft of fuc! 
* There are no Taxes moi^ apt to r 

fonediqsu among the People, than ^ ' 

the Poor. This very Tzx which 

yivCy produced two or thrae Infurii 

the People of (hat Country could 

ic ; ajad yet it cannot be i'aid, th 

(baa CooBtiy is moch mqre grifvoki 

oow^piqg U> li^ upon the People of \ 

that a Tax of much left Confequtnc 

the preient Rebellion ia Carfica, 

tiiaiiaand aie like to change Mall&rri; 

boMcm in that lisdejfland may chance 

in new Tfoubles. Thpugh the Peefj 

mitipd pesiceahly and ^mietly for i^m 
1732. K 
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Anno 5. Geo.n. vous Tax, y.6t we are not from' thence to prefurne; that thqr 
173** wilTalwdys Tubmit peaceably and quietly thereto. Wheh 

Vi^i 0^^'^ mj j( \yjjj fiyjt lajjj Qn^ j|,g People were fully fenfible of the Ne- 
ceffity that there was for laying it on at that Time ; but 
now when it is to be laid on without any Neceffity, when 
the Poor are thus to be heavily loaded for no other Reafob 
or Pretence, but chat of relieving a Few of the Rich» can 
it be prefumed^ that they will as eaiily fubmit to the Pay- 
ment of it, as they did heretofore ? They have long fub- 
mitted to bear heavy Burthens, and the^ certainly will beiu* 
as long as they can ; But after a Horie has got his full Bur- 
then, the very Key of the Stable may cliance to break his 
Back. Why ihould we run fuch a Rifle in a Time of pro- 
found Tranquility ? The Patience of the People with re- 
fpedt to Taxes and Excifes, cannot be now fo great as it was 
in the Time of a dangerous and expenfive Foreign War; it 
may now be eafily overflretched, and therefore we ought not 
to try Experiments upon it, when there is not really any Oo- 
caiion.* 
D. ofNcwaftlc* The Duke of iV>wftf/7/f fpoke next : 
My Lords,' 
' It IS very true, that his Majcfty, in a moft gracious 
Speech from the Throne, recommended to us the ^fing oF 
tt)e People of fome of Ehofe Burthens which lay heavieft 
upon them« and in Pni-.imnce of thefe his Majefty*8 moft 
gracious Intention^!, t )ms la tc upon Salt was propofed, and was 
iigrecd to be taken off, a^ the Tax which at that Time was 
thought 10 lie hcavicil upon the People : But by that rery 
Step, my Lord?, by tJc Aboliihing of this Tax, we have 
learned thiit it never did, nor ever can lie heavy npoo the 
FcopTc* The Share liiac was contributed towards it by each 
{^articular Man, was fo Imall, that no Man was (enitble of 

fwhat he pMd wKilll n was fubiifting, nor was he (enfible of 
a ing ca ken ofF: 'Therefore that his Ma- 

; ght be fully anfwered, that a real Eafe 

trkigltc 6c gjvcn iQ thofe who have for many Years bccd 
ItnosI heav^y oppreflTed, was this Bill brought in and pafTed 
m the other Houfe, Wt all knoW that the Landed Intereil 
hath bccM for many Veas loaded with moft infnpportable 
1 i we know that they have feverely felt the 

Vk . it wm kid upon them, and therefore th^ mail be 
ijiijrK"Lii.;iJy fenfible of the Relief that is propofed to be gi* 
vcii to Ui^m by this Bill. ; • ' 

* This Tax upon Sah b In its own Nature fo e^aal, that 
evr- ''^ - every Pcrfon in the Nation is thereby obliged 
til c to the Publick Expence, according to the Be* 

iserji m fcccive? ; There arc fuch a vaft Multitude of Pieo- 
j^t thereby obliged to contribute to thcpuUick Charge, 



iUt DO Ma it (cnfible of what he pay^ no Man feels the Aono 5I Geo.li. 
Wettht that is, lak) apoQ him j aiid for that very Reafon '73^. • ' 
the Peo^cootribq^ thereunto for many Years moft wil*. ^ "^ -^ 
Uagly^ and moft chearfully s }t never did, nor can it ever 
ocrafion the kaft GramUing, or the lead Comprint : 
Whereas by the Land-Tai;, there are bat a tery few Perfons 
in the Nation, whoaiie obliged to contribute to thepablicl^ 
Eacpenoe^ and thereby it fallimoft grievoofly apon thofe tba^ 
aie. obliged to j)ay cpwards it 1 a very large Sum may be 
aifed nppd a gi^eat Number qf People, when every Man 
contribottai his equal and his juft Proportion, without any 
«ae Man's being ienilble of what he is obliged to pay ; but 
il;hen foch a Sam is to be raifed upon a few of that Number. 
every Man that is obliged to pay, not only feels the Wcigh|( 
of dfte Burthen that is laid upon him, but really finds it alto- 
gjcther infopportable ; and he has the more Reafon to com- 
lilaia, becaufe he finds himf^If obliged to bear iingly that 
Burthen, which oug-bt in Juflice to be laid upon a great mar 
Of. The Land-Tax being then the moft heavy and the mo(t 
nitry^' Tax of any that are levied upon the People of this 
Nadon, and the Tax upon Salt being the moft equal and 
she leaft burthenfome, I mull he or Opinion, thac if we 
have any Refpe^forhis Majdly'i moftgiicious Rccommen- 
dasicKi from the Throne, if we have any Reg^^rd for that }u- 
ike and Equality which ought to be ob^rvcd in Impoffngof 
Taxes, we nuil agree to t}ie Bill now before us." 
T^en the Lord Bathurjl fpokc u t^mm . Ld Bithurft. 

My ^4^. 

• i moft uke Notice,' that it ia ^ little •> to make 

ibffifich Mention of his Maj[e% '5 Speech ' i Krone ; 

but fince the Noble Lords whg h:ive jpoki-, have bern plea- 
fad to mention it, I (hall likewise take the f^me Libcfty, 
and snake this one Remark upon ic, That his M^jelly in 
dttC Speech reoommends the eafu^g of the poor .Arti^ccn and 
MaoQ^i&arers ; Thiefe are the only People nrc re- 

ip^ amd ther^ore I maft be of Opiolcn. ;!ijt jcjty 

then thoqghtth||t they wfcre the mo loaded, and 

the firft that ought to be relieved Ti < ^vr n\y Dpi ^ 

waioa^ bat it (enns it was then the 0^ 1 lloufes 

of Pnriiament, and of ev^ry Mcnibei m. ^u^i i.-^ufe « for 
thooch ieveral Tastes were pTOuofcd to be uktn oiT^ >'et 
thoe was not one Man in either I io\ik that r -^ , ar mcn^ 
sjoBiedthf tal^ngoflf of any Tax, bat < - a» he 

thooght 9vas borthenibme upon that Set 01 i\ >t • jiu ac 
iafttJK ta]ungx)ffof thb Ta% upon Salt wai iv,^^ < ' » as 
being the Tax that by moft heavy jMg> ihe pcior of ihii 
kingdom. Sat what are we now abiijJPP^hai nre we by thb 
Bili to do ? We are to lay a Load npot Ukoft very People, 

173a. K ^ rbofc 
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Aono5. Geo.IT, whofe Cafe was fo compaffionately recoirimefKled to da by 
1 732* His Majefty : We are to lay a^in the ^ery fame Load upon 

V, 0>^t^^mJ them, which was then deemed, by both Hou(es of Parlta« 
ment, to be the moft heavy and the moft grievous Load that 
lay upon the poor Artificers and ManufaAurers of this Naci^ 
tion ; and in order to what ? in order to relievcoaly the rich 
Landed Gentlemen of the Nation : Even as to- them, I think 
h has been clearly demonftrated, that at laft it wifl prove to 
be no Relief, bat a very great Diiad vantage ; iliid it is- evi- 
dent at firil View, that'the Landed Gendemeti of fmall, or 
eveJi of moderate Fortunes, cannot by this Bill meet with 
any ftelief ; becaufe they will be obliged to pay more to- 
wards the Duty upon Salt, than they fa^e by bciOg free horn 
a Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax. 

< I {hall eaiily agree with the Noble Lord who fpoke Uft^ 
that when a Sum of Money is to be paid but by a few, the 
Payments fall much more heavily upon each particular Man, 
than they would do, if the fame Sum^ or eVen a larger Sum, 
Were to be paid by a great many ; but when the Sum is io- 
'creafed in Proportion to the Number and Circamftanoes of 
the Perfons (hat are to Contribute thereto^ the Payments will 
1 fail as heavily upon each particular Miin, as they formerly 

did. This, my Lords, I fhall beg Leave to illuftrate by an 
Example or two ; and the Cafe being the fame with refped 
to krgc Sums, as with refpe^ to Unall^ I fliaU therefore 
make Ufeof fmaU Sums only, in ordet that the Calculati- 
ons may becafily itiade. SuppoTe then that Sir Pounds were 
to be paid by Six Perfons of equal Circumftantes, 'this would' 
amouni to l^t Twenty Shillings a-picce, and not be fo-grie* 
vQu$ upon them, as if three only of the fix Perfons were 
to pay I he fame Sum» becaufe to the three the Payments 
would amount to Forty Shillings a-piece ; but if, in place of 

flaying this Six Poutids upon the three Perfons,- we were tor 
h} " ^ iids upon the whole Sik Peribns, wottid iioe 

^lii :ben H& grievous upon every bnfe of the Six 

T^ - hdi) Tt.- upon everyone of the three ? 

Mk B :vtry [^/{an of the Six woold be oUig* 

^H ed iQ ^ v.hkh is jdfl as thoch as every 

"^B one Dt :rfy obliged to pay : I hope in 

■■^M |X d, that any one Man in the fijf 

K 17 1 fs It be that of feeing his Ne%;h- 

V ht felf. Suppofe again, that, Sije 

Vt ^> Six Men, wOrth idk>i»t TVehre 

^ r> hnt chis woold am^ufft to Twca- 

^ fv i ' a twelfth Part of their whole 

Ei 3 perhaps feem to be grievoua 

«[: ;i{]v^ therefore, in t)rder to eaiethem, 

^^ Men w hp are worth Six Pounib a-piece» 

and 
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ind 240 Men wbo are worth a Shilling a-picce, and we're- Anno 5. Gc«.ii« 
fohe to make this great Number of 256 Men pay among i7S>* 
them Twelve Poonds, each Man accoraii^ to his Efbte ; 
IB this Caie there are 240 Men that mvA pay bar a Penny 
a-piece, this aaooncs to bat Twenty Shillings of the Twelve 
Pooads ; there are other tea Meh who mail pay bat Ten 
Shillings a-piece, this amounts lo but Five Pounds of the 
Twdve Pounds, and therefore the (iz Men worth Twelve 
Pounds a-pece^ muft flill pay Twenty Shillings a-Mant 
So that the Payments fall as grievoofly upon them as they 
did belbre, and are equally grievous upon every one of the 
other 150 I for it is as grievous for a Man that is worth but 
a Shilling, to pay a Penny, or for a Man that is worth but 
Stx Poonds^ to pay Ten ShilUngs, as it is upon a Man worth 
Twehe Pounds to pay Twenty Shillings : In this Cafe I 
am fne, that no Man will pretend that any Relief is grant- 
ed toaiy one of the Six Men, and, Tm afraid, this laft 
Ca& wH be found to be too juft a Parallel to the Cafe 
of laying on a Salt-Doty, inllead of a Shilling in the Pound 
Lamd-Taz, which is the Caie now before us. The Ca(e I 
have pat has in this the Advantage^ that therein an exa^ 
Propiwtian is obierved; but in the Cafe bcfyrc u», our rich 
Loaded Oefttkaien will meet with iomc prefcnt E^ifc, for 
whidi the Gentlemen of fniall Foiujiil . xml the roor Ar- 
tificess aad Mamifadurers maft p )^ d . i oug h t 

aopay, if an exaSt Proportion wfrc tc> . _..,,.^. 

* TiM Tax apOB Salt is, my Lords, fa hi from fxtng a 
}oft mid eqoal Tax^ that it is the moH unjall, ind the mol 
oppMfflve Tax that ever was fet on Foot in ihk Nituin. 
To tlie pvblick fixpente every Man ought to pty according 
» tim Benefit he receives. In all U^fc^ a h hard, It in cruel 
to tax tkt poor Joameymen and DaylAhouierf, becttik k 
IS HOC to be pre fum e d that they cm gcrt may I'hing mo^e 
tkn bare Sabfiftance by their daily fHciboor; ihr Frn^t^ thnt 
may be made;, go all to the Benefit of the Mn**fr r/h^ f m- 
pk^ them. lie it is that has the whole 
Liabottr, and thenrfere he ought to psy li / 

Scheose for taxing of them, is ncc "'i\y cnid^ I 
pndicaUe, beeaofe if, by fuch Iixes, wc r. c 

Frioe of the very* NeeeAiries of J.^fe, tbev caii* / 

hMBt opott Che fttne W^es they rabfiied or 
dtey mail Aarve,' of otherwife their WagH mu 
aad tlHM^ at laft, the Mafter that employ !} thfrtn inutc (t^? mc 
Taxes that are laid upon the Poor ht; cmfb^^. Tltli' my 
Loids, is a eercain Conicqcence, ^nd ehi^ r 

that, Tm afmid, has been fevcn ]y kit h :% 

and MafterTradefmen of this Nl Lion, B> ufian 

Sak baa foaiithiny m it more cruil^ and r. /. th^n 
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l^fii^S.Geo.ir. liad as much Wifiiom, aid as ptat a Regard for tht Li- 
^731-32. ^ berties of cbeir Country, at any Miniiby ever bad ; they 
were ienfible of Che great Frauds that wei« committed uq- 
der the former MetJuod of rai£ng it ; and therefore they 
put it under the Management of Q)mmiffioner8 and Officer? 
particularly appointed for that Putpofe ; and the Event an- 
iwered. their fixpei^tions, for it then produced twice as 
much as it had ever done before. Yet diat very MiaKiry, 
notwithftanding aU the Succefles of their AdminiilratioDy 
notwithftanding their having canied th# dory of S^glatrd 
as high as ever it was carried, and notwithftanding their 
jbaving all the OAcers of the Revenue, and of this very 
Puty among the refl^ as much at their Beck arever any 
Miniftry can be fuppoijed to have $ yet tha| Miniftiy, I iay, 
were not able to preTerve themfdves in the AdmtniftratioD 
Any longer, than the Nation, had n Mind they flxmld be 
<;ontinu^ ; nay, they oould fcaroely proted themielvea a- 
gainft the Malice of their inveterate Enemies : It plainly ap- 
peaxt^, that their only Safeguard confifted in the Wiidon^ 
k>f their AdminiftratioDf and the onbliemi&ad Imsooeoce of 
iheir Qehaviour. From hence^ My Lords, it mad appear* 
zh^t there h not the le^H Danger to be apptdiended frona 
the Bill now before us, Tboie jealoofies and Fears that 
are pretended, jire really nothing bat meer Phantoms, and 
like the Phanioms in H:?mtr ami /7^^'/, they ftem to b^ 
tlirowii in, to divert as from doing what we ought. 

* A% mod of the other ObjeAidns agaittft this Duty vpoQ 

Sak| are foQiidcd upon Siippoiicions (hat caslnot be granted^ 

the Anfwer to them wDl be very csfy. Jt is itmpofed, that 

* this Duty is grievous upon the Poor, and therefore it is laid, 

, th^ it i^'tll be a I.ofs to the Landed Intereft, and may oc- 

kcaioR Tumults and Infuiredions. Now this Soppofition 

^c^nnot be gninted ; we know the Contrary from Experience. 

Thh ^' lotinued, and was xhearfuUy paid fbr above 

lour y Years ; the People were fo littk fenfibleof 

it» t hardly knew of any ifuch Duty ; and when 

it IV I cWt there \^ as not a Man in the Nation that 

li-om tiiciiui felt any Relief. Upon its being taken off*, 

ih€T€ were no Rtnu raifed, nor were the Wj^es of any Ser* 

v:int or Workman lowered. Even by thofe who wene at the 

Turns w make Calculations of what Salt they mightooii- 

^me in a Ve^r, it was fau&4, that they had only about a 

C^ro^r or Sk-pcncc to fpend in a Year, more than tkey 

had before t m4 this cojld not be difoovocd, fant by tinsTe 

who could and did malce fack nice Ckkdatioosy and komr 

few there are of fncli %ve may eafily imagine. 

' There u smother Suppofition made, that tbis Duty will 
produce above tm^ a^ ^ludi as it leally docs; chac«bave 

th^ 
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^oitbk tbe S«fli wUch comes in to the Ufe of the Pab« Anno $. Geo.tl 
Kck, win be nikd upon the People. This Suppoiicion X73S. 
is foonded opoa the great Difference chat there always was, 
hm wee e the Grofs and Nett Prodoce of this Puty : But, 
My Lorde, it is well known, that many coniiderable Arti- 
cle WVM aHn^ charged to the Grofs Pit)dace» which never 
wen readlf produced, nor ever paid by any Man in the 
Na^oe. There were great Qoantities of Salt entered, which 
Wks al t miids eiqperted 1 there were great Quantities of 
Sale lilKwife entered, which was afterwards employed in 
the Cttnng of Fiflf for Exportation : Though the Duties 
upon all foch Qeantities of Salt were charged upon the en- 
tering thereof, lo the Grofs Produce of the Salt Duty, yet 
EO fach Duties were erer realty produced ; they never were 
^id by any Mart breathing. Thofe who entered fuch Salt, 
gave Bead, or were charged on the Books as Debtors for 
tbe Dalies on fuch Salt ; and as foon as they made it ap- 
pear, that tbe Sah was exported, or that it had been em- 
ployed im the- Coring of Fifli for Exportation, their Bonds 
wete delivered op, or they were entered upon the Books 
u CvedflQve Ibr as huge a Sami as they had been entered 
Debcen for on Account of that Sitic. By dcdudirg all fuch 
Articlet as theft from the Grcf^ Produce, we fhall find 
that there sever was a much larger Sum really raifed upon 
th«^opi«, tium that which came Men in to tue Pubhck 
RevcDoe 1 aad therefore this Sappofltion, Md all the Cal- 
coklieaa franded^ thereon^ muik b'. >vroDg« 

' Mny whnc is faid, My Lori?, in fclation to the Sub- 
jefls of North Britain^ there never was ciibLT a Favour or 
ae Injesy defigned to be done to them by thb Bill i there 
nefer was any Partiality intended to be jlicwn to ilirm ; 
They ate, by the Artielin of the I'l inn, to pay 1 <^^ 

the SUlt-Dntyi than what i to W dw^*^l^1 tn ,^ -^ 



by the Kfl now before us. Ard thk 1^ 1 e 

knows to be fo eafy a Tax upon the Iflpl '\* .^ 

try, tiutt I an perfnaded, erery Mnn ir i II 

dmfe t» be. fobjed to this, rather thati ii , it. 

wh itffoertr . I do not doubt indeed, but Ibc Fcople of thu 
Coaotry, as well as the People of oih-^ * vmtricf, wo aid 
chole et> >fa]r no Tax, rather than to \ nalkfl 1 ax 

that ever was laid on ; and dierefore tbv 
who Ikvc no Land £ftates, wonld, wlt| 
hxee a Land-Tax, rather than :i Salt 
tB^risCoontry 1 it will etematly htt the v n* 

tries. Bat this I am fore can have no Wetgi^i ^aUl ^h/ of 
yoor Lordflupt. 

• This leads me natnrally to confider the Hardlhipi of 
the Luid-Taxi^^nd the Diftrefles of the Landed Gcstisaofli 1 

i732, L "4 
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Anno 5. Geo. II. and here indeed, I have good ReaTon to make afe (tf all 
1732* thoCe hard Names againft the Land-Tax Bill, which have 
^ been fo' plentifully bellowed upon the Bill now before us. 
We all know what a fmall Proportion the Landed Gentk- 
men of this Nation bear to the refl of the Peq>le $ we all 
know what a Number of rich Merchants, Tradefmen, Stock- 
holders, Money-lenders, and other forts of People there 
are in this Nation, who have no Land-Eftate, or but a very 
fmall LandEflate, in Proportion to their other Eftates : 
None of thofe pay a Farthing, or but a meer Trifle towards 
the Land-Tax. I am fure, I do not make a Computation 
too fav'ourable for the Landed Intereft, when I fay, that 
all thofe that are poiTeiTed of any Land-Eftate taken toge- 
ther, do not make above a hundredth Part of the People 
of this Nation ; and yet I may modeftly fay, there has 
been raifed upon them only for thefe fi>rty Years paft, 
at lead: one third Part of the Publick Expence yearly, taking 
one Year with another. The Land-Taxes that have been. 
raifed within thefe forty Years, will, I am conviac*d, a- 
mount to one third Part of the whole Money that kai been 
raifed within that Time for the Publick Ufe. Befides which, 
the Land holders have contributed their full Share to every 
oiher Tax that *as been laid upon the People. How ini- 
quitous^ how mijull is this, to make a hundredth Part of 
our People pny by means of one Tax which fiills upon them 
r mly^ a third Fart of the Publick Expence, befides their 
Share of all other Tnxe^ ? But this is not all ; even among 
the Landed Gentlemen themfelves, how unequal is the Land- 
Tax divided ! There arc Ibme whofe Eftates are rated to 
■ the Land-Tax at the full Value f they pay a Shilling in the 
Ironed for eixry Shilling Land-Tax that is laid on ; there 
kxc othen» ^vhofe Elb^cs are rated to the Land-Tax at a- 
botii a Half only of the real Value ; they pay but Six- 
pcncc, vvl^en dim Neighbours pay a Shilling ; and there 
are a u , who pny but a Groat, becaufe their Lands 

arc- t uc L^nd Tax at but one Third of the real 

X Mw c^in thh be reconciled to that Juftice and 

Ev, ,.:.., , which ought to be obferved as to the impoiing of 
Trixcj Upon the People P 

* Suppofrng. My LorJs, that we could make every Man 
conmbuie so the Publick annual Charge, according to the 
Jlcnt5 or th '" '- he hj^ yearly coming in from his Eftate^ 
or ffom /> ifaJ Bufinefs ; this, indeed, would be 

the iT^ ■ly of laying on Taxes, if it could be 

doJic . :<is \ iew we (hall find, that the Landed 

InicTLil h^h Ui LJufc ioTiy Years, by Means of the Land- 
I AX only« raid near iwicg their proportional Share. The 
JUads of E/f^mjtd were never reckoned to bring, in above 
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Ten Millions a Year, according to the Rates of the Land- Anno 5. Geo.II. 
Tax ; bat becaafe they may be undervalued, we (hail reckon i73»« 
that they bring in 20 Millions a Year : We muil howeve;* 
from thence dcduA what is paid yearly by the Landed Gen- 
tiemeo for the Intereft of the Mortgages upon their Eilates^ 
for Repairs and the like, and what they lofe by the Bank- 
ruptcy of their Tenants ; it has always been computed, that 
the Mortgages upon the Land-Eilates iti England amount 
tG^20,o00jOoo /. the Intereft of this Sum at 5 per Cent, is 
one Million yearly ; and allowing that all the other Deduc- 
tioos amount to another Million, we cannot reckon the In- 
come or Rents of all the Land-holders in England to amount 
to abo^e 1 8 Millions a Year. The whole People of this 
Nation at the lowed Computation are reckoned to amount 
to % Mifiions ; of thefe ther« as a hundredth Part, that is 
So.ooo, that are Land-holders, but admitting their Number 
to be 100,000, there mnft then be 7,900,000 Perfons in thi^ 
NatioOt that have no Land-Eibite ; and fuppofmg them to 
fpead in a Year in Victuals, Drink, Cloaths, Diverfions and 
all incident Charges, but 12/. a Year, one with another, 
which I am fare is the lowefl Computation that can be 
made; their yearly Expencc, and confequenUy t^elr yearly 
Income, will amount to very ncarq^ MlBions, which b 
above five Times the Income of th^ Landed Irjtcrclt ; and 
yet we have been fo unjuft as to n^.ike the L1^ ell 

pay for above thefe forty Yean, a 7 ix which i: ^pon 

them only, and which has amounEeJ co at leall a Third of 
the whole Poblick £xpence, befidcs t'.tir e^uaJ Shire oT aB 
other Taxes. 

This unequal Load which has fo long b ■ ' 
Landed Intereft of this Kingdom, is c ! l moic 
many of our Landed Eftatesare he; vilv loaiivii 
ges ; for there are many Landed Gt-i ticmtjn iti 
who have the Appearance of a great 
but 2 poor Refidue coming in for the 
milieu, after the Intereil upon thtnr 
Taxes are all paid : Let us conildcr, 
byiog an Addition'il Shilling upon 
take from many Gentlemen in B^tti 
they have left for their poor Fami! 
Land-Eftates are generally of old F; 
have perhaps for many Years been co: 
try where they live, they muft main 
die Dignity of their Families, they 
timea for their Children, 0/ they m 
with new Mortgages for that Purpof^ 
to overcharge them, we (hall make 
dent apon the Crown s (his will ^dd a pQWct tu the Crowts 
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that we OQglit to be much more afraid of, tkao of adding 
a few necefTary Officers for colledkmg the Publick Revenue. 
Upon confidering thefe Things, My Lord$, we may eafily 
judge which is the mod iniquitous, which is the mioft dan- 
gerous, a high Land-Tax, or this Duty apon Salt. Who- 
ever confiders thefe Things, mud foon refolve to agree to 
the Bill now before us. 

Then the Queflion being put for committing the Bill, it 
was carried in the Affirmative, by 40 againil 95. 

March 29. The Order of the Day being read for the 
Houfe to refolve itfelf into a Committee on the faid Salt 
Bill, the Earl of Sha/tefiurj prefented a Petition from feve- 
ral Merchants, Matters and Owners of Ships, ^c. in the 
Town of Lzverfoo/, fetting forth, ' That the Reviving of 
the Salt Tax would be a very great Prejudice to them in 
their Trade and Fifhery, and particularly that the Importati- 
on of Herrings from Scat land would be the Ruin of that 
"trade among them, by which a great many poor Families 
who then lived by that Trade, would be brought upon the 
Pariih. 

Immediately after the reading of this Petition, the Lord 
De la War prefented a Petition in the Name of the Mayor, 
Aldermen, and moft confiderable Merchants of the fame 
TovfVi of Livirfool, reprefeftting. That they had been in- 
form d, iimt upon the 29tn of that Month, being SmuUpfy ie-^ 
vera! Ferfons had priv^iLcIy und clandedinely ijgned a Peti- 
rion Co be prefenRd to their Lordihips, againd reviving the 
Salt-Duty I but that they were of Opinion, that neither the 
Rcvii'irig of that Duty, ut r any Claufe in the jiill that bad 
been brDught in for th^t Parpofe, could be prejudicial to 
them* or to any Pcrfon in tiiat Town, or, as they believed, 
in any other Part in EngUmJ, and that therefore they wottld 
moEl readily and willingly acquiefce in whatever their Lord*» 
fliJr^ riimuil r!( nfe to do in that Affair.' Hereupon thefirE 
p.- aed, 

. ..^,. ... .-.,il of Shafujlury mov'd. That it be tn In- 
ilnif^icjn to the faid Commiuee, that they do receive a Qaafe 
to exempt a!) Salt, nfed for Manuring of Land, from the Da- 
ti« \M by die faid Bill. After Debate, the QueAion was 
pnc thfriupon^ a^d refoIvM in the Negative : Not-Contca( 
74, CoiiUut 21. 

Dtjpmt't4nf 

Si.^ Iieen found by Experience, during the Time 

the D. j Salt were taken off, that great Improve- 

mtnts h^ve been made \\\ feveral Parts of the Kingdom, 
by nilng Salt In Manarin^^ rf Land ; but by the Revival of 
t^QfcDatic^^ without the Frovifion deigned by thiiloftmc- 

liOD^ 
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cion, tkere imift be a tocai 6top pot to aril Improvements of Anno 5. Cto^lU 
that Nature ; aad we are convinced that in a few Years the i73>- 
Lands of Ei^ktud might have been railed, by the Ufe of U- ^^-'■mJ 
this Manure, more than double what this Tax will produce 
to the Government ; and we apprehend this to be a very 
improper Time to check the Induftry of the People, and 
prevent their domeftick Improvements, iince, we fear, the 
National Wealth is not likely to be increafed at this Time 
by any fbieiga Commerce. 

S€Mr/iaJe, Stroffkri^ Boyliy Winchelfia And Nottingham^ 
Jifamt^ Kir^ Batburfi^ Shaftesbury^ NcrtbampioH, 
Uicbfitliy Suffolk^ C^nfiHtry^ Carteret, Abingdon, 
BridgevoatiTi IVmrringt9n, Tnviedaley G^^er, Ma/ham, 
Briftfi. 

After riijaLopdG#w»r moved, that it bean Inftrudlion to the j^^.j^^ ^^ ^^ 
/aid CSooimittee, that they do receive a Claufe to exempt, from 601°?^ hw^c^* 
the Dutks laid by the Bill, all home-made Salt ufed in vie- made Salt as*d 
toaiiiog of Sbipa. After Debate, the Qaeflion was put ^^r viaualing 
thereon, and it was reiblved in the Negative, by 75 a-^^^^* 
gaisft 21. 

Dtf€gtient\ 7 

I. Becanfe the Duties to be laid hy this Bill on'all borne- ^^£^^8^;^ ^ -re- 
made Salt ufed for viaualling of Ships i ncrcafes tfce Est pence ynj iL, 
of the Royal Navy, and is a heavy Eurchen upon the J > ufe " 
and Navigation of the Kingdom, and will very fcufiUJy af* * 
fed the Merchants, already under grt mt Difficult jes by kca- 
fcn of the I>Kay of Trade, and the many gKevca* Lortls 
thqr bavc faftained, and the Hardships they have tender- ! 
gone by Deprei^tions, Seisures and Lonfifcaiionf^ too k- 
rcnly foit by iiioft of the Traders of Greet Britmin^ aud 
100 pablickly known to be doubted of. 

II. fiecaafe this Doty o^wn our lirtme mm^e Salt, imift 
occafion many of oar Merchants to Ai: 
Abroad, to the Dnninution of the N^itlKu i 

to the great Detriment of the Landed Intffrcii of this Emg- 
dom. 

Strmfurd, Wincbeirea end Nottingham, f^widrM, Stfjh/f, 
Bri/hl, Alf, Abingdon, Scary^^r/f, Sb^/iribun^ S^kf 
C§vemtry, Bathurft, Carteret, ILm^f, titthptid^ Briip 
mmter, Go^er, Majham, IVarrir-tm^ Nirrihempnn, 

Then the Lord Bathnrft mov'd, Tfiit h be an Inftrcr^i- ^"' 
on to the fiimc Commirree. that they do ftceiTC ^ Claofc to ^^ll^ tiin " 
leiiain an/ Fcrfon, during the Time he ihall be concerned ^.^^^ 4 b e5 

or leaiaii*. 
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Aano 5* Oeo.II. Or employed in the charging, colIeAtng, levying or mana- 
1732* ging any of the Duties to be granted by the Bill, from be- 
V^'^/^v^ ing a returning OiEcer, or voting, or influencing any Elec- 
tor to vote in £iedions of Members tO ferve in Parliament. 
After Debate, the Qoeftion was put thereon ; and it was 
refolved in the Negative, by 7 1 againft 2 1 . 

Dtffinttent\ 
Protcft on «fu- J. Becaufe the Officers employed in the Cuftoms, in the 
^a^Claufcfor Excife, in other Branches of the Revenues, and in other 
"^ * Parts of the publick Service, are already vaftly numerous ; 
they compofe, in EfFe£t, a fecond (landing Army, and arc 
perhaps, in fome RefpeS^, more dangerous than that Body 
of Men properly fo called ; the Influence which they have 
in the Eledtions of Members to ferve in Parliament, has been 
too often felt to have been denied ; and we prefume, that 
Examples are not hard to find, where the Military Forces 
have been withdrawn to create the Appearance of a free 
Election, and the (landing Civil Forces of this Kind have 
been fent to take this Freeddm away. Should we fnfier 
this Invafion on the Freedom of Eledlion to continue, mach 
more to increafe, it will be eafy, in our Opinion, to demon- 
(Irate, that one vital Principal of our prefent Conftitution 
and the Freedom of the Britifif Government maft be loft ; 
fince the Houfe of Commons might indeed afterwards be a 
RcprrfcnUc^ve of ;in Admiuiibration, or of one Angle Mini- 
^ fler, but Qould no longer be a true Reprefentative of the 
Feop{r> We tk;nk ourfelves obliged therefore to oppofe 
the Growl it pI iu ^^reat an Evil upon vrtry Occafion; and 
we sp Tr'hfn.^ x\^i every fuch Increafe of the Officers of 
tke I .^ thi.' Bill imports, is ftridly, fuch an Occaii. 

ore v. z think the Inflrudlion fliould have been 
wc inight not add to that £vil» which, we 
ti"'iii . ' ^ \\ too great. 

II '. the very Inflitution of Parliaments, (at 

L. when they began to be compofed and 
and for all the E^urpofes they now are,) 
liic j^^iuvipd Mm of the Enemies of poblick Liberty has 
hctniQ crat])e iW Crown to govern without them, or to 
cQrmpt thetf Members, or to deflroy the Freedom qf their 
lUp&^ni , fnrm tf^e fame Time we may date the conftant 
Care, fvhich tui been taken by the Friends of the pnblick 
lJlie?ty, la ward c^ thofe feveral Dangers ; and the Laws 
^Ivirlt appear moMr Statute-Bobks, for regulating Eledions 
of hUw>brf- rn .; r^e in Parliament, as well as the Qualifl- 
caiiQua oi )rs and the Eleded, are (landing Monu- 
mmn l^it<w^« « w how early thofe Dangers begao> and 
that 
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i\At the Oppofidon to them began as early. The Form of Amo ^,Cto. It 
our Goveramenty as it has been fettled fince the Revolution, , Jl^L 
leaves no looger Room to apprehend the firil of the Attempts 
mendooed ; die Wifdom of this Houfe has Teemed, by re- 
jecting the PenfionfiiU three Times fucceffively, to think the 
Laws already in Force fufficient to prevent the fecond ; but 
the third muft, in our Opinion, be look'd upon to be a 
growing Danger, and to require extreme Watchfulnefs a-> 
gaioft the Confeqnence of it, as long as the many heavy 
Taxes, and die prefent Management of the pub^iick Reve- 
coes, keq> up in all Parts of the Nation fuch an exorbitant 
Number of Receivers, Snpcrvifors, Colledors, and other 
Taz-Gatheren, who are maintained by the People, but are 
jbkly direfted by the Treafury. The State of Property 
and the Nature of Tenures aiiciendy, the real as well as 
the pretended Prerogatives in Times more modem, gave to 
the Crown, among other Influences, a very great one in the 
Eiedioos of Members of Parliament. Thanks be to God, 
and to the Virtue of our Forefathers, this State of Proper- 
ty is alterM, and thefe Tenures are abolifh'd ; and thefe 
Prerogadves are either taken away or limited, defined and 
£xed by Law ; there will remain therefore no Means of de- 
ihoyiog the Freedom of Eledlions, except thofe of Corrup- 
tion, which, we hope, may be rcnder'd ineffO'^^ ^y Hj^ 
Law to which the Houfe coufentcd tuo Scj: to the 

entire Satisfadion of the whole Natic n i unlt^^ Um^Mogen 
we are apprehenfive of (hould arili; by 
Aagmentatums of the Number of Ollrccrs em| 
Reveiioe, without Reft ridlions topr^iLnc them j 
returning Officers, or voting, or inilijer.diigaAy'! 
vote in fotare Eledions. 

IIL Becaofe we apprehend that if ^i^y uich Angtr 
without the afbrefaid Caudons, arc: ilift'oij ' 
greater Danger will arife from this new k 
com of Ele&ions, and by Confeqaence i 
of oar Government, than ever did mk w| 
was carried to the otmoft Height, and rh 
Cfowii waa the moii feverely felt ^nd cant] 
appfchead that this exorbitant Number of Oiiw.i^ ..a^, ^.x^ 
Tune <v other, effed the Dellrudlior^ of tho(# Ltbfnks* for 
the Pr e f enration of which the Taxe: were given ifvhich ikote 
Officers are employed tocolle£l. Wc apprehend, thai by 
confemiagto the Increafe of thefe Utr^cerr, ' 
firidioo, we (hall contribute to fuch an In I 
prove more fatal to Liberty than nnv of 
were formerly acquired, becaufe it ull be i 
parliamemsry Efl^UiOiment ; and sv'l mak^ m W>t 
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Aaao 5, Gco.II. «ore furely, by making it indircdly, focrctly and Skady. 

'732- 

Straffordy Warrington^ Litchfield^ CvfurUry^ TrnteedaU, 
Gower^ Tbanety Sairfdale^ Briftol^ Boyle^ Ma/ham^ 
Wtnchelfea and Nottingham, Carteret, Shaftesbury^ Ba* 
tburft^ Suffblk, Bridgwater^ Kir, Northamfien. 

Then itwas moved to adjourn^ which was carried in the 
Negative, by 71 againft 21. 

After this the Bill was read through, by which Time it be- 
ing Six o'clock, the Hoafe adjourned to next Day. 

March 30. The Houfe rcfolved itfeJf again into a Com- 
mittee upon the faid Bill, when the Lord Carteret moved. 
That Che lafl Chufe of the Aa of the 5th and 6th of Wii- 
liam and Mary, intituled, An AH for granting to their 
Majeftirs certain Rates and Duties upon Sa/t, and upon Beer^ 
Ale and other Liquors, for Jecuring certain Recompenees, &c. 
might be read ; and the lame being accordingly read, he 
moved, That the Opinion of the Judges might be afced, 
whether or no that Claufe was revived by the Bill then be- 
fore them : But it being infifted upon by Teveral Lords, tiiat 
it was not proper to put the Qudlion in thofe Termt, be- 
caufic that Claufe never having been repealed, it was not 
therefore neceffary to revive it by any exprefs Gaufe for 
x\\^i Purpofe in the Bill then befone them' ; after feme De* 
bale about the Fann and Method of Hating the Qaeiyoi»^ 
it wa5 agTccd CO be pat to the Effedt as follows^ vifc. Whe- 
aber of tiie Houfe of Commons could, diieftly 
be concerned in the farming, colle^ng^ or ma* 
}ties CO be revived by the Bill then before them ? 
_ f Anfvstr was. That they could not. Then 
fW Witig put for reading it a third Timt» it was 
I. he Affirmat I vc, by. 79 againft^ 1 6c 

hiKlt being accordmgly read a third Titee, 

r^ ' That that being the laft Opportunity 

riDtiabfy have ef offering any Thing againft that 

i 'M not ki that Opportunity flip widiout declar* 

> agamit a Bill, which was, as he thought, 

1- - lit had ever been brought before that Houfe : 

It wafr, he fdid, in \\\, (Opinion, a moll' infidious Bill 9 there 
W19 a Sitakc in xh^ Cirafs, which, if they did not crafh^ 
vvaald^ if he might be allowed to ufe Scriptui^ Terms, 
bfuife the ■ ' ' tic Conflitution, and confequently of 
their Lordi^ -. h^ would not repeat what he bad be* 

fofe iz'\^, but lie tj, ought he had proved, that it was cen- 
tral^' to the Jrvfcreil oi Englandi contiary to the Interefl< of 
Smhnd, dellrufltve to ;he Land Interefl', deftriiftive to the 

Trading 



The Opinion of 
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ceming a Mem- 
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Tfiding Intered ; and wbax was worjl of all, that it would Anno ^.Ceo. X. 
ruin the Conftitution. '73»- 

To this the Duke of NruxaftU anfwcred, * That there was ^-/^^/'^v^ 
no Argument brought for proving any Thing againil the Bill, ^' of NewcaOic 
but what had been fully anfwcrcd and refuted : That if there 
was any Snake in the Grafs, it was in the Oppofition that 
had been made to that Bilit for that there had been no ilea- 
ion publickly given, that could give any Colour ox Pretence 
ibr making fo ilrong an Oppofition to that Bill, which in 
its own Nature was one of the mod juil, one of the moH 
conpaffionate, and one of the mod necefTary Bills, that had 
ever been brought before that Houfe : That the very De- 
fign of that Bill was to preferve the Land-Intercft, without 
the preferring of which, neither our Trade nor our Confti- 
tution could long fubfid.* 

Then the Quedion being put for pafling the Bill, it was The Salt-Bill 
carried in the Affirmative* paf»'d. 

Dtjhitiemi' Jhin^don. „ - . - ^ 

J. Bccaufc this Tax hath been found, by long Expe- '''"'^'^ ,"* 

rience, to be mod grievous to the Subje^ ; for whichilea- 

fon the Parliament lately, upon the Rccommendaiion of his 

Majefty from the Throne, chofe to rcpeil thsi, as the moft 

opprcffive Part of the Sinking-Fund/for the Eafc and Re- 
lief of the Subjed : It may therefore fecm 

r\\ rhat in fo ftiort a Time, before the Pe 

much Benefit from it, in a Time of Pea^ 

Neceffity (that appears to us) and when 

raifed with lefs Charge and Inconvenic 

wc fhoold have recourfe to a Tax too > 

to be continued, even for the Pa) me^ 

Debt. 
IL Becaufe we have Reafon to belj 

would not have cut off fuch a Branch of 

(which h^s been cdeemed fo facred and i 

nave been thought that it could ever ha 

any other \j(t ; and it may give C:iofi 

the reft of the Sinking-Fund may, by 1 

to the fame Purpofes, be occafionally 

reduced too low to fatibfy the publick 

charge the immenfe Debts of ihe N^ui 

{:f it ftiould once prevail) would eiFt dually I 

Credit, and involve the King and Kengdol 

Difficulties. 
J 1 1. Becaufe this Tax, indead of 

Payment of our Debts, bccafions tho h 

indead of raiiing the Supply within the^j 

ways mod eligible, even in Time of VHr^ 
1732 ^ M 




( 90 ) 
Anno 5. Geo. 11. and which Metliod (if it had been taken at firft and purfued) 
'7^^' had left the Nation free and unincumber'd to us and our 
Pbfterity,' we now mortgage the Revenue, in Time of Peace, 
for a Term of Years, tho* but a fhort one, and yet what 
the People may notwithflanding apprehend will be continu- 
ed, and be made a Precedent in all Supplies for the future ; 
which Method of anticipating the Revenue muft neceiTariiy 
weaken the Government, by depriving it of the Means ne- 
ccflary for its Support in cafe of any f udden Emergency of 
War, or other publick Calamity, and in confequence throw 
all the Weight of the Publick Expence upon the Landed In- 
tereft, which will pay dear for the Relief of one Shilling in 
the Pound only in this Year's Land -Tax. 

IV. Becabfe it is liable to Frauds and great Deductions, 
which make the real Produce into the Exchequer little, tho* 
it raifes much upon the People ; and is a great Difcourage- 
ment to the Fifhery, and a Burthen upon the Trade and 
Navigation of the Kingdom. 

V. Becanie it is not only a great Burthen to the 
Landed Eilates, and particularly to the Grafling Farms, 
but even a Prohibition to all Improvements of Land, ia 
thofe Parts where it is u(^ for Manure. 

VI. EecaiUc as thii Excife is propofed without any ap* 
parent Necefilty, or Convenience to the Publick, or even 
any rcni ^Advantngc* (as is fuggefted) to the Landed Inter- 
cll, it juuft ficcefiarily create a Jealoufy in the People, that 
it is a Stfp^nd Introduction to a moft general one ; than 
which rirtT!kiri2 Can be more odious and dreaded, but a 
an d , iha t [ ri u 1 1 neceiTariiy attend the Execution 

\<it!and being charged only with one 

li^ on Salt, which is not a third Part of the 

I^Ban J Inequality in Trade, contrary to that 

"Ijfhstd by the Articles of the Union, and 

^ up invidious Diftindlions between the 

: t V K\ ngdom . It may j uftly be doubt- 

m this Duty at the Time of the 

Ton for the like now, fmce the Du- 

le Debts of England coxitT2J^tA be- 

J for the current Service of this 

\ pearance ot Favour, the People of 

:AX, ]: :iy in tfiree Years the full Sum of 

£;ivt:ig of the one Shilling in the Pound 

irr: ijc Year, amounting to no lefs than 

i.-,L_../. orj m.u orc./-?wy, inftead of being eafcd by this 

BtU* ts doubly loat^ and reftraincd in her Trade upon Ac- 

and all the Bounties upon Expor- 

x c by Law, are render'd precarious ; 

and 
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snd confcqaently tills Tax fhould not, in our Opinions, have Anno $?Geo.II, 
been impofcd. *73*' 

VIII. Bccaufe the Subjc£ls arc laid under grievous Penal- ' * ~ ^ 
ties by this Bill, the incurring of which cannot, in many 
Cafes, ^ prevented, notwithflanding the (Iri^teil Care ; 
whereby the moll innocent may be rubje(^ed to the Difcre- 
tion and Mercy of the Commifiloners and OHicers of the 
Revenue, wherein the greateft Partiality may be exercifed. 

IX. Becaufc all Taxes which require a Multitude of 
Omcers to be employed in colledling them, and which give 
thereby both Occafion and Pretence to quarter Numbers of 
uielcfs Snbjeds on the Labour and Induftry of others, be- 
come (b chargeable and opprelTive, that they are hardly 
borne in the mod arbitrary Governments ; and that they 
feem repugnant to the very Nature of a Government confti- 
tated like oars. The fole Expence of levying this Tax, ad- 
ded to die Intereft which mud be paid for Loans made on 
the Credit of it, will appear, on a feir Calculation, fuffici- 
ent to discharge, in a competent Number of Years, the 
Pnncipal and Intereft of the whole Sum for which the Sup- 
ply is given. In point of good Hufbandry therefore, we 
think, that a Tax of this Nature ilioulU be rejc^d in any 
Country where Reafon is not fubducd by Fodfip apd where 
private Will has not been yet received - ^ * 
limited Monarchy, like this of Gr/at-I 
Powen of the Conftitudon are divided ( 
yet the whole executive Power is intruii 
apprehend, that thefe frequent and gtt; 
the Number of Officers appointed, dir 
Aatbority of the Cfown, tho* employ 
maaagiog Revenues, which are no Pa 
the Crown, ought to be eftcemcd d 
Liberty, and for that fuperior Rca 
avoided. 

Bruige^MOtery Shaft ejbury^ Cattn(\% 
amd Nottingham^ Co<vefitry, 'L-wti 
thampton, Gowery Ker, Scar/da' 
JUldy Tadcafter, BriftoL 

On the I ft of 7«Mr^ the King came to t 
rogued the Parliament to the 27111 of 7^ > 
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Anno 6. Geo.II, 

'73»-33' fhe Sixth Session of the First Parlia- 
ment./?/ JiT/^f GEORGE U. 

TH E Parliament, after feveral Prorogations, met at 
Weftminfier on the 1 6th of January : And his 
Majelly having opcn'd the Sefllon, with a Speech 
to both Houfes. The King being withdrawn, the Marquis 
oi Lothian mov'd for an Addrefs of Thanks, and being 
feconded by Lord Lovelace, the fame was unanimoufly 
agreed to as follows % 

Mojt gracious Sovereign, 

WE your MajefFy's moft Dutifiil and Loyal Subjects, 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament 
* afTembled, do in all Humility return the Thanks of this 
Thafks*^^^he ' ^^°"^^ ^^^ ^°" Maj£(ly's moft gracious Speech from the 
^' Throne. 

• It is owing to the happy Succcfs of your Majefty's 
Counfels and Negotiations, that your Majefty now a£ein- 
bles your l^liamt lU f<5r no other Reafons, but the ordi- 
nary Difpatch of Ehe Publick Bufinefs ; and your Majefty 
being gfaciouily rl' afed tdexprefs fuch great Satisfa6Uoa 
in g; ]i!L* ir. nn Upj ortunity of humbly offering our Ad- 
L upon fuch Affairs, as fhall require the 
atLon of Parliament, we think it incuoi- 
; u rn , to confider that Part of our Duty 
Honour and Privilege of this Houfe, 
e always enjoyed, fo we beg Leave to 
y^ we will never abufe. 
r utmofl Endeavours to proceed in fuch 
cv Execution of the great Truft repofed 
t\c may be fully fenfible, that no um-ea- 
Animofities (hall delay or interrupt our 
d that the true Intereft of our Country, 
fure Eafeof our Fellow- Subje^s, and 
id of Great Britain, fhall outweigh 
tions, though covered by any fpecioas 
ever. Upon thefe Foundations, we 
Ehat our Refolutions will be agree- 
11 y, by being beneficial to the whole 



King's Speech 
It opening the 
Sixth Scilidxi, 




Thn AdJtcf^ w;»s r:xt Day prefcntcd to the King, 
fc^iiM the foUosuxi^, Anfwer 
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My Lordsy Anno 6. Geo.ll, 

<' T Thank yoa for this datifii] and loyal Addrefs. As the I732-33- 
«• X E^dc of my People and the Publick Good have always ,^^[7^0^^ 
" been my chief Care and Concern, the Zeal that you i^cw^^'^'^ • 
'* for the promoting of them cannot but be very acceptable 
" to me." 

Teh. 23 The Penfion-Bill was read the firft Time ; and a 
Motion being made for a fecond Reading thereof the ^uef- 
daj following, it was refolvM in the Negative. 

Contents 25 / Not Content 68 1 g 

Proxies 14 P^ Proxici HJ 

Dljfentiemi* 

For the Reafons enter*d u th« Journals of this Houfe proteft on refii. 
the zift oi March 1729, and the 2d of March '1730. fing to read the 

Pen Hon -Bill t 
Scar/Jalf, Northampton, Foley, Bathurft, Oxford and^^^^''^'^'^ 
' Mortimer, Coven try, Sridgenuater, Go-iJber, Montjoy, 
Aylisford, Bruct^ Berkjbire, Strafford, Litchfield. 

s 

March 6. The Order of the Day being read for the Ocb:ite oti the 

Houfe to refolve itfelf into a Commit Ece of the whole Houfe, Number of 

toconfidcr of the Mutiny-Bill, the H:irl of Ojr^i moved, i-^nd^F^irtci. 

That it be an InfbruAion to the iaiJ CoimmiMHkBt they £^ tjf Oxford. 

do reduce the Number of Forces to 1 2,000 ^^^vMea, 

fndoding Invalids, &C. "^^BP 

His Lordfhip was feconded by the ! M. of Winchd. 

who (hewed the dangerous Confcquci^^^^^ ai^, 

great a Number of Regular Forces wit 

Time of Peace ; and among many other 
rated, this he faid was one, * That ic J 
State more daring than otherwife they 
both in contriving and executing Sciien 
were grievous and burthenfome to the Pe 
never could enter into the Heads of any i 
drunk with an Excefs of Power.' 
Then the Earl of Cheprfield ttood up anilfa^^l . 

My Lords, 
* Whatever may be the bad Confcqucnries oTkcnifR? ta? 
a great Number of regular Forces in a: ^^^ t^. , ,^,. 

gument drawn firom thence can be a r/. .. .^ ., 

the Number of regular Forces propofc<l ?> r vv b<* 

fore us to be kept up : By this Bill, tny Lofu^ n ».- p''<Jpo^ 
led to keep up only 17 or 18,000 Ml si f and foch a ffridi 
Number is fo very far from being dang^fe to ihe Lib. 
of this Nation, that it is abfolutdy sSS^ ^^^ ^^*^ 
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JUao 6. Gec.IL fervation of our Liberties, and for the Support of our pre^ 

II^'JL > ^^"^ ^"PPy Conftitution. 

^*^ "**" ^ ' We muft, my Lords, fuppofe two things, before we 
can fuppofe that the regular Forces kept up may be of any 
dangerous Confequences to our Liberties : We muft fuppofe 
them to be fo numerous as to be able to hold die whole Body 
of the People under Subjection ; and we muft fuppofe the 
Gentlemen of the Army to be all of them fuch abandoned 
Creatures, as that they will join together unanimoufly in the 
wicked Dcfign of enllaving their Native Country : In the 
prefent Cafe, neither of thefe Suppofitions can be made ; 
fuch a fmall Number as that of 17 or 18,000 Men, can 
never be fuppofed to be able to hold the whole Body of the 
People of Great-Britain under any Subjeftion : We have, I 
hope, many hundred Thpufands of brave Men in Great-; 
Britain, who would rife in Arms, and would foon fwallow 
up fuch a handful of Men" as that of our regular Army, if 
they fhould but once be fufpc^ed of joining in any Defign 
againft the Liberties of the People. And, my Lords, I have 
{o good aa Opinion of the Gentlemen now employed in the 
Army, that f cannot fuppofe, I believe no Lord in this 
Houfc can fuj^pofe-, tlint any great Part of them would join 
in any wiclicd DcG^:;! f )r the enflaving of their Country ; if 
any Attcmr' * "^ ' > be made upon our Liberties, I am 
pcj fuad^ y L Litlemen of the Army would be the 

i^Til CQd^k : 1 J ch Attempts, and would join hear- 

tily, ^^L ^ Ln:inimoufly in the Defence of their 



Co 




\K€£dale ipoke next : 



, ^ I i.oj; Ling of Opinion that the Number of 

Marqul^^Li Brpofed by this Bill to be kept up, is ab- 

Twodii^^^P, ^^Bor the Prefervation of our Conftitution^ 

Ihc prefent, in a Time pf the moft pro- 

eK it I am throughly convinced no fUch 

i ry even in a Time of the moft raging 

.for the Support of my Opinion, I 

l< ivl \ :J1 paft Ages. In the Time of the 

f. ver any fuch Number kept up with- 

)'et how vain were all thofe Attempts 

: infl our happy Eftabliftiment ? 

jtllion that was raifed againft his late 

u^ Proof how little neceiTary it is to 

:r as is now propofcd : There was 

e Infurredlion againft the Govem- 

iuible an Infurredlion as ever can be 

^nc a legal Government, and yet that 

Infur- 
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Infurrcftion was defeated by a very fmallHandful of regular Anno 6.Gw.II, 
Forces, a much lefs Number than what is now propoied to « 73 --Si- 
be kept up ; for we all \ery well know that thatRebellion was 
defeated before the Arrival of any of the foreign Troops, 
which were then brought into the Kingdom. The Rebels 
were fubdued, and all were foon after obliged to fubmit, 
or to fly from their Native Country. I wi(h indeed that 
fome other Meafures had been afterwards purfued, with re- ^ 
gzxd to thofe who were engaged in that unjuil and unnatural 
Mair ; the Government might perhaps have made a better 
Ufc of their Succefs ; for if I am rightly informed, there 
was not a Shilling of the forfeited Eftates ever came to the 
Ufc of the Publick, they were all applied to the Payment of 
thofe Cbmmiflioners and Officers, who were employed to 
mquire after them. 

• Itisnoteafy to determine exaftly, what particular Num- 
ber of regular Forces may be ablblutely necefiary for prc- 
krviog a jull Government; but I am fure, that the bcil 
way of determining is, from the Experience of pail Times 5 
and whatever Number may be necefTsry for fupportinci; n 
joft Government, I am as fure, that any AdditJOiiniadc to 
that Number, is a Step towards the ^'ippjit of <iii ^^r' 



-i/r 



a&dan arbitrary Government. The iNuij 
cd, is not the only thing to be xega 
Qoe&ion : It is true, there is but 1 8^C 
kept op, but we all know that in tha 
18,000 is modelled, in the manner the 
may upon any Emergency be fpeedily i 
cficdive Men : And that Number, if th 
together, would, I am afr.iid, be ab1| 
der fuccefsful any Attempts again tl 
Nation, notwithilanding the great Njm 
we Inay, I hope, julliy brag of iHIt 
Britain, 

* I hare as good an Opinion of the O^ 
in the Army, as any Man can hrivc ; 
that they would be ready to oppoll- ; 
the Liberties of their Country, but Ehcy| 
nor are we fare that they will alway? ht 
mand, or that they will be fuccecdtd \ 
Virtue and Honour : If any Prince, nr 
Ihould ever form Defigns againll: the I .\\ 
to be fure he will firli model the Ar;;i 
he will difraifs all the ?vlen of Honour, 
tures of his own into their room, Crcn 
ways ready to execute the moll unjul!, . 
Commands that he can pafT-bly give : 
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Anno 6. Geo.iL }ye done in a Moment, and thus the Nation may be andone 

iZ?*^' . before any Man can fly to its Relief. 

'^ ' * As I have faid, I am thoroughly convinced that the 

Number of regular Forces by this Bill propofed, is much 
larger than what is neceflary for the Support of the Go- 
vernment, or for the Prefervation of the Confiitution ; I 
mull therefore think that the keeping up of fo great a Num- 
ber Is a turning that Civil Government, under which we 
have for fomany Ages preferved our Liberties, into a Mi- 
litary fort of Government, under which no Country ever 
did, it is impoffible that any Country ever can, preferve 
cither their Liberties or their Properties ; under fuch a Go- 
vernment, the Pofleflions of every Man muft entirely de- 
pend upon the Good- will of the Chief Officers of the Army ; 
the poor Farmers and Tradefmen mull fubmit to be plun- 
dered and maL treated by every common Soldier, and the 
Men of the beft Families in the Nation may often be oblig- 
ed to fue, in the mofl humble manner, to thofe who were 
formerly their Footmen or Menial Servants. This to me, 
my Lords, is a mofl terrible State, and therefore I muft be 
for agreeing' to thf Redudtion propofed.' 

Then th^ Duke of Newcajle fpoke as follows : 

I {lioulAbe very gl.id to agree to the Reduftion propofed, 

^^ " ^ if I thought it any way fafe for as 

Dike 1^ 1?(^^- *^ *^*^l4HPfc'^^ ^y ^'^^^S I have always obferved, and 

aMtrr any Ij^^BPy make tiir.^ fame Obfervation from the Expe- 

that we never as yet made any Re- 

l3ut what it encouraged our Enemies, 

.•■y)id, to make Attempts towards di- 

■! (.Juiet of the Nation j we might 

J \ umber be able to defeat any Infurrec- 

ft ..jdu againft the Government, buAhen 

pit Q^ let for any confiderable Time, the 

rernment would be always forming Plots 

t\is ; and the only Method for preventing 

|*re I rv'i ng Peace among ourfelves, is to 

j:ecp up fuch a NnTyJi: r of regular Forces, as may take 

aw,iy Tr, ,m r. -T, tm.^^, ^ ]i Hopes of Succefs : The Number 

now I :l:.:1 that can be thought fufficient for 

f -' find if it were much greater than it is, 

: %: to be feared from it under hispre- 

1 any f his illuftrious Family : The prcfent 

/ ;?lft:.b].ri;sd upon the Principles of Liberty, 

:&£ of the Revolution, and it is by fuch 

^1 they can fupport themfelves : The 

tiieprcfcii Royal Family, and the Support of 

the 
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the Liberties of the Nation depend mutually upon one ano- Anno6.Gco.rri 
thcr; they fo neccffarily depend on one another, that nei- '73*-33* 
ther can be deftroyed without involving the other in the 
fame Dcftniftion ; and therefore I never can have any Fears 
or Jealoafics of any Number of Forces kept up under his 
Majefty orany^of his Family. 

• Laft Year, my Lords, I olferved that none of your 

LordQiips declared openly againit keeping up any Number 

of Forces, or any Army at all ; you Teemed all to agree that 

it was neccffary to keep up fome regular Forces, and yet I 

obfenre that all thofe who then appeared for a Redudion, 

joioed all together in voting againfl the whole Bill ; they 

were againd having any Bill at all for the Funifhment of 

Matiny and Defertion ; from whence I mufl conclude, that 

all tWiTe who were then for a Redu6lion, chofe rather to 

have no Mutioy-Bill, nor any regular Army, than not to 

have that Number reduced which they had propofed to be 

reduced.* 

' I do not know, my Lords, what the noble Lor^ meant^ 
when be talked of Men*s being drunk with an Excefs of 
Power ; I do not know any Man that is fo^ or that has any 
Opportunity of being fo i nor do I know of any Schemes 
chat have been, or that are to be attempted ox executed^ 
that are either grievous or burthenfnnic lo the Pcr.pic. I 
have indeed fome Guefs at what Sclicme the Nobie Lord 
points at, but I believe that when thir Scheme cbmes be- 
fon us, it will appear to be agreeablf to che Peofilr^ it ksit 
to all the honeft Part of the People, and 
ly appear to be beneficial to the Nation j 
Geotienien who are to propofe it, did 
would be in the wrong to attempt it, II 
would attempt it ; but if they are corvin 
to the Improvement of the Trade of ttic J 
Increafc of the Revenue, I (hould thin' 
if they were intimidated by thofe Clan ^^^^^ 
artificially raifed againil it, by Men ^I^^^B^ i&tcrcil 
or Malice has prompted them to cppM^HI^lhcy mu'i 
know to be for the Publick Good.* 

* It it true, my Lords, the Public!: Traiiqditty it to all 
outward Appearance at prefent pretty ieciire, but cur Tran 
quility both at home and abroad dept-r ^ ' '^ 

cidents, thatit would be very impruLli 
Rcdudion at lead for this Year. Even ^tm^kni ti^ 
perhaps fome very ftrong Reafona for ui^^^e t'T 
Guard ; we may perhaps very foon havfl|HHo 
lar Forces, but I cannot, my Lords, exJpH^r 
Leave not to do it ; however, I m.A ay, iltai ! 
1733 N 
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jtnnf>6^ Gco.It be for a Reduftion, unlcfs the publick Tranquility (haD Saps. 
*7^-51' pen to be in fuch a State as may be much more certainly dc- 

^'^''^'^^/'"'^^ pended on, than it can be at prefcnt.' 

' It is certain that there are two«great contending Powers 
H\ Europe f between whom there is an4 will be a conilant and 
a perpetual Rivalfhip, ib that it is impoffible for us, to be in 
an abfolute Cordial Friendfhip with both at one Time ; 
whenever we fall into any Degree of Friendfhip^ with the 
one, we muft always exped to be at a fort of Variance with 
the other ; while we keep ourfeltes in a good State of Dc^ 
fence at home, we (hall always be independent of either, we 
need never be obliged to court the Friendfhip of the one toa 
much, and we may contemn any Variance that we may hap- 
pen to be in with the other ; but if we fhould ftrip ourfelves 
of our own proper Defence, we muft then truft intirely to 
one of thofe Powers to defend us againft the other, by which 
means we fhould foon be brought into an abfolute Depen- 
dence upon one of thofe Powers, and fhould be obliged ta 
join iti tytry Meafure, and to agree to every Thing that 
fuch Power could propofe to us. And as I am convinced that 
the Number of regular Forces now propofed to be kept up, 
is abfolutdy necefiary for our own proper Dcfbice, at leaft 
for this Year, therefore I muft be againft making any Re* 
daftioti.' 
% cf Straffard. The£|rl of Sirajord fpoke next : 

^* i ihall readily f.rant that there is a continual Rivaffhip 

between ihe two gi t at contending Powers oi Europe ; there 

always wi IT, I hopc» be fuch a Rivalfhip ; for if ever that 

Kiv^fhip (hould ct'rtfe, which it neVer can but by one of 

_them being fwallowcd up by the other, it would be an un- 

^ lucky thing far rb is Nation, as well as for all the reft of 

_. -^^. E'jfote I but, my Lords, are we to keep up a numerous 

- ' flatidjng Army ai^ \o\^g as that Rivalfhip ftiall continue ? if fa, 

^ we myll fu-vcr think of any Reduftion : No, my Lords, 

already continued for many Ages, and 

*. fupported ourfelves againft both, with- 

J ^ uuc hiivirig ever kt pr up any ftanding ATmy ; this new fort 

^ of Dcfenct? Iu2 L.:l n but lately thought on, and never can 

i be <i proper Defence for this Nation : The only Way we 

J ^ have to fecu re our ft Ives at home, to make ourfelves conii- 

-l^k dcrablc abroad, :wA to force a Refpedb from both thcfccon- 

'^^ tending Powers, i to do as we have always formerly done, 

to put our whole 7Vuft in our natural Strength, which con- 

ftfh in our Fleet, and in the natural Bravery of our Men in 

1 f,< ficral ; as long as we truft to this, and obfenre a Neutra- 

irry M to hQth thcfe contending Powers, we ihall be courted 

by 
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hy tioth ; we may fall in fomeiimes with the one and fon>c- Anno« 
iimes with the other, according as may beft fuit with our *73 
own Interefl, and with the Circurodances of Affairs at the 
Time : By fuch a Management we fhall always be able to 
hold the Ballance of Europe in our own Hands, and never 
will have any Occaiion either to court the Friendfbip, or to 
fear the Rcfcntment of any Power on Earth.' 

* But, my Lords, if we begin to purfue contrary Mea^ 
fures ; tf we be always the iirR to ^ntcr into Alliances with 
the Powers of Europe, and the original contrading Parties 
in moil Treaties, we thereby give the Power of holding the 
Balance of Europe out of our Hands ; and the negleding 
oar fleet and our Militia, for the fake of keepiog up a 
ibnding Army, will foon render us contemptible to ty^ry 
one of oar Neighbours, unlefs we refolve to keep up a much 
more namerous Army than what is propofcd by this Bill, 
and focb a Propoiition will I hope never be approved of by 
a Majority of either Houfe of Parliament. 

* A Standing Army and a Military Law has, my Lords, 
been always inconiident with the Liberties of the People : 
The Officers and Soldiers, under fuch a Regulation, are al- 
ways obliged to give the moil implicit Obedience to the 
Commands of their Superior Oificej- ^ they mull obfcrve 
and execute the Orders they receive wichrmtiliay Rdcrve or 
Hc£t2tioni they mull not inquires whc:hLT thd^fltaderA be 
acooiding to Law ; if they do, tiM!y are goil'^^ ^^^filiny, 
and nuy be immediately ftiot for an v 1 uch ftr- .\ "^Fhe 

chief Commander of an Army mxiW nlwajl be vtitc"||^«virh 
an arbitrary and abfolute Power over rliL- Army^ alul^hif 
Army be numerous, he may eafily by :h 
Poww- over the whole People of the Cc .. 
my is kept op i and thefefore, my Los 
where the People hay e any Regard 
ought never to keep up a greater N iiiut 
than arc abfolutel* necefl'ary for l\)f^ Sec 
mcnt, and for the Prefervation of die i 
fudden Invafion or Inroad that ns^)H:t^ i 
Enemy. In this Country we havdt"he I 
rounded by the Sea, we know hovvVttficij l 
is to make any Invaiion upon us wi t h \^ pWtf^y oT M c;> ; 
Any fuch Invafion werauli have a uni?^' \TON!t1g of, an J 
by haying our Militia in good OrJcr^ wA our Men, a:, jjiey 
were formerly, all trained up to Arms [ind Military Difci^v 
line, we (hould always be able to draw, uj^ Any Occ^fiorr, 
and in any Place within the lAand, a preatArm 
to oppofe our Enemies ; if they fltouKt happen r < 

good Fortune to efcape our Fkec :^c Sea, In ,ic 

Circamfbncesy my Lords, and confidcrin^ the i _ i 
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Anno 6. Geo.II. ation of our Country, I muft be of Opinion, thatn2,ooo 

«73*-33- Men are abundantly fufficicnt for all the good Ufes we can 

C/^V '^mJ have for them, and therefore I fhall give my AiTent to the 

Rcdu^lion propofed.' 
p ^f Areylc '^° *^*^ ^^^ Duke oiArgyU reply'd, 

^ * My Lords, 

I agree with thofe Lords who fay, we ought to troft to our 
^ Fleet ; we have good Reafon to do fo, and we accordingly 
do put a great Confidence in our Fleet. It is happy for us 
that we are furrounded with the Sea, for otherwife, if there 
were any Communication by Land between our Neighbours 
and us, inilead of the fmall Number of reguhir Forces now 
propofed to be kept up, it would be necef&ry to keep up at 
leall three times the Number : Let iu but confider the great 
Armies that are kept on Foot by our Neighbours, and then 
we mud conclude, that if they could invade us by Land, a 
* regular Army of 60,000 Men would hardly be fufficient for 
our Defence ; and befides this, my Lords, we fhould be ob- 
liged to be at a great Expence in fortifying all our Cities 
and Towns, to prevent our Country's being over-run by a- 
ny fuddcn Invafibn, or after any unfortunate Battle. Thcfe 
Misfortunes and Charges we are kept frtt from, by being 
furrounded by the Sea, and as long as we have a Fleet fu- 
pcrioi I i!c of oar Neighbours, it is hardly pofllble for 

them to invade u^ with any confiderable Armament ; but, 
Ttiy Lofcis, we arc ::ot to truft entirely to our Fleet for pro- 
tecting uft Hgainil ?. fraall Force ; a fmall Fleet may be fo 
fpeedHy prepared, ^w Invafion with a fmall Force may be fo 
fuddcBly mutie, that the Troops may be landed before we 
have nny Accoont cf their Embarkation ; at leaft fuch a 
* ^ im^\ Fleet may be cot out to Sea, before we have any Ac- 

^^feci»jnt of their AUign i and if they be once got into the wide 
^j^^fOct^r^, rt 1? i«^ known how eafily they may efcapc being 
inct V LtrFIccr. If fuch a Thing (hould happen, if 

mber of regular Forces fhould be landed; and 
1 orccs to oppofe them at their Landing, 
Confequence ? Why, my Lords, we 
fore we could have it in our Power to 
; for it is not to be fuppofed, that the 
. Country could make any Refiflance a* 
br Veterans ; Numbers of Men are 
ided on; the Meamay be perfonally 
nt Difcipline, a very numerous fiody 
defeated by a Handful of regular 
ay be convinced of from Hiftory ; this 
<Js, if we but attend to what happens 
fares of the World. 
rds, heard Gentlemen contemn the 
iqh was fitted out in Queen Elizabeth"^ 
I Time 
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Tianeagainft this Nation ; bat ia my Opinion, it was lucky 
for this Cd^Dtry that they never got to the Shore ; they 
had, my Lords, 16,000 Veteran Troops on board, which 
were to have been reinforced with as many more as foon as 
the Fleet could return to fetch them : I am afraid, if that 
Armada had not met with the Fate they did at Sea, if they 
had not been diflipated by Storms and Winds, that wi(e 
Qaeen would not have found a great deal of Safety in the 
Militia which fhe had raifed, (he would have found even 
the greateft Number of them but a very unequal Match for 
fuch a Body of welidifclplined Veterans : And bat lately, 
my Lords, we were agiin in great Danger from the fame 
Coaotry ; then indeed they did not pretend to be a Match 
for OS at Sea, and for that Reafon tncy prepared for an In- 
va£on upon us with a fmall Nurrhcr of Troops •, and they 
^d it fo privately and (o fpeedily, that they might have 
:bccn landed before we knew any Thing of their Dcfign, if 
tiieir Fleet had not again been diffip.ned by Storms : They 
had then, 'tis true, but a fmall Number of regfiiar For- 
ces, but few as they were, if we had had no regular 
Forces to have oppofed th' m, they would have been 
fi;ficicnt for the Dciign, confidcring the grent Aflilb.nce they 
wodd have got from the Diritfccted, 
hers even of our own Men that wouKI 
their Landing : Even notwithlhndinL^ 
then had on Foot, we do not know wi 
the Confequcnces of their Landing, it wn 
involved our Country in a Civil W. r ; ^ 
Properties, and all that is dear to us .v 
at Stake, we nuift again have cofik 
doabtful Field of Battle. Such DciV^as 
ways be forming rig^inlt us, if we re^ici 
and fome fuch Dcfign or other wouKl y 
fequence of our agreeing to the ReduiL^ 
• It is certain, my Lords, that eviry 
foaiething to truft to for its D fence ii] 
it m nil have fome Force, fome Power 
Invaders ; if it has not a regular Aim^ 
jsds to truft to, there mult be fonje 
tated in the room thereof. For ir.y Pai 
dered this Queftion as much, I beljcve/ 
did ; I have converfcd with a great numy 
the Subject, and I have read, I beli? v 
WTOtc upon the Head ; and the V 
may be reduced to thefe three Expe ,1 i 
pofed in the room of a Handing Ar: 
jecU ; to wit, our Fleet, our Miliii 
foreign AojuliarieSt 
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Juive CLinti- 
[)• fVJ^n ever 
Gen«lcr\icn tipiiu 
slf tluE ever W5S 
, in my Qf^lmon, 
S %vhich vimfvo* 
of oitr tiwnJI^uJl* 
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Anno6.Cco.ljr. * As td Our trailing altogether to our Fleet, the Expe- 
«7$»-3S* rience of all Ages ihcw us the Precarioufnefs of fuch a De- 
pendence ; befides the Inftances I have already given, we 
know what Danger we were in, in the Year 1 708. The 
Inva£on defigned upon us at that Time might very pro- 
bably have taken Effet^ notwithftanding our Fleet, if the 
French Commanders had had general or difcretionary Or- 
ders,^ but happily for us they had peremptory Orders to 
land only at fuch a particular Place ; and it not being in 
their Power to land at that Place, their Orders did not per- 
mit them to land at any other. In that Country the Cuftom 
then was, for the Kin^*s Council and Minifters to dtredt 
both their Generals and their Admirals in eveiy particular 
Part of their Condud ; a Lady perhaps gave Dire&ions to 
the General when to fight, and a Secretary of State, who 
perhaps never faw a Ship in his Life, gave Orders to their 
Admiral how to fail : To this it was we owed our Safety at 
that time, for by the Orders their Admiral had, he could 
not well avoid being met with by oih* Fleet ; but this was 
not the only Thing that then faved us from having a Civil 
War kindled up in the Bowels of our native Country ; that 
Invaiion might have taken Effect, that Fleet might have 
failed, and the Troops might have been landed according 
to thfife peremptory Orders, before we could poffibiy have 
£tted out a Fleet m have intercepted them, if it had not 
been for a private Pique or a fort of Jealoufy between two 
grcai Ladies at the Court of France^ by which their Pre- 
paralitiiw' at Dmkirk were retarded, and their Fleet kept 
from fajJitig for ft:\'eral Weeks ; whereby we had Tinie 
to prepare for their Reception, and to fit out that Fleet 

giylittih prcvtmted their Landing at the Place they were or- 

*dcred to. 

' Even the happ/ Revolution, my Lords, is an Infbmce 
hotv little a FIcLt is to be depended on j it is well known, 
th:\t King IVfVhi::^ 
c^nw in ,S; 
and able t, 
{q contrary, ilut k 
corne up with tht; 
:ij5 Attempt, 
, ;_;,'it h:ivt: !>c^^ri iA- 

incirEiy :o ..,,.. . .^. 
the Ciiuicr.f 01 




in his Way to England at that time, 
■ Englijh Fleet which was wellprovided, 
1:1 ve fought him ; but the Winds were 
was impoifible for the Engiifl? Fleet to 
Dutch ; if they had, my Lords, that 
by which we recovered* our Liberties, 
ft^ated : By this Accident we then reco* 
but if we ftioald ever refolve to trutt 
-, the fame Accident may hereafter be 
ng them. 
Lxpcdient propofed in the room of a (bmd- 
VMilitia : Now, my Lords, confidering 
our Militia, I believe, it will not be 
%vi9<:an truil to them ; I co0i|fs« my (iOrds, 

that 
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dutt die Militia df a Coantry may be brought under fuch A]iiio6.Geo.lf» 
exaft Difcipline, as to make them almoft equid to any regu- i73^-33* 
hr Troops ; bat, I believe, fuch a Thing is not to be done V^^^^s/! 
in this CJmntry : We now fee how mach Grumbling is oc- 
cafioo*d by the Militia^s being called out to exerdfe but once a 
Year ; and from thence we may judge what would be the 
Confeqoence if they were to be callVl out once or twice a 
Week, which would beabfolutely necefiary, in order to keep 
them always fo welldiCciplinMas that they might be depend* 
cd on for immediate Service upon any OccaHon. I have» 
my Lords, often heard it infifftd on, that the keeping up of 
s Standing Army raifesDifaffedion tothe Government ; this 
I cannot agree with, but from what I daily fee, I mull 
coQciode, that the laying the whole Militia of the Kingdom 
ttodcr a Neceffity of marching out to Exercife once or twice 
every Week, would raife a rooft terrible Difafiedlion a- 
gainft the Government ; and the Difaffe^ion would beahe 
moie terrible, becaufe the Difaffeded would not only have 
Anns in their Hands, but would have fome fort of Skill ia 
Q£ng them. 

* I have, my Lords, fcen a great many Projedls for keep* 
mg the Militia under a good Difcipline, but in my Opinion, 
every one of them would in this Country prove to be Im- 
pradicable, Ineffedual, or much more ExpenHvc to the 
Fablick than the regular Army now kept up. But, my 
Lords, fuppofing fuch a Projefl to be pinflieable, fyppo- 
fing that the Militia could be kept under n^H Difci- 
pline, what is the Difference as to our 1 i 
Soldier in a red Coat more dangerous t :i 
than a Soldier in a black, a blue, or 2 whr i or 
xnyPart, I can fee nothing more terrlhlc ah I 
can fee in any other Colour, nor can i / 
in Red is more terrible or more d:in^cr _ .,: ..tj. 
than an Army in Black ; I do not Ud nv, indeed, bar ti 
latter may be the moft dangerous of the two ; ehey ha«^ 
certainly dooe^much more mifchicf to Mankind, and to 
this Country in particular. As to ihe Power of the King» 
it is the fiuie over the Militia that it is over a tbtuiing 
Army ; he has an abfolute Command; aivd namej itli the 
Offioert in the one as well as in the other ^ and if he were 
to make any Attempts upon our Liberties, would it not be 
as eafy for him to modiel the Militia, as It would be to 
modd the Army ? 

* As for the Officers and Soldiers of thk Atmy's bcin^ 
obliged to obey the Orders they r€cei\ from their Superior 
OffifiierSy without any Limitation or LoaBONl. ^'n ccti.iii 
my Lords, they are not ; they are oblfct- 
legal Orders j if they fhould receive any* 




( 1^4 ) 

iUfK>^.G<!o.ir. they may difobey with Impunity. If I were «^ the 

12^/51* • Head of my Regiment, and (hould order them to ihoot a 

^y^f^ Gentleman innocently pafling by, might not my Regiment 

refiife to obey any fuch Orders ? Can it be faid that they 

would be found guilty of Mutiny, or be Condemned te be 

fhot by a Court-Martial for fuch Refufiil ? No, my Lords» 

their Condudt would be approved of by any Coart-Martia]^ 

their Difabedience would be commended, and the only 

Perfon to be cond^ginecl, would be he who gave the illegal 

Orders. The Officers and Soldiers of the Army are there' 

fore, in this as weH as iir moft other Refpe^, upon the fame 

Footing with thofe of the Militia, or at leaft upon the fame 

Footing that the Militia muiLbe put on, before they can 

be made ufeful for t]>e Defence of the Nation. 

* Thus, my Lords, it appears, that with refpcft to our 
Liberties, a (landing Army of our own Subjedb can be no 
taove dangerous than a well-ordered and a wcll-difciplined 
Militia ; and by late Experience we find, that they behsved 
after the fame Manner, when they foand that Attempts 
were making agiiinfl the Liberties of the Nation : In the 
Reign of the late King yames^ the Army behaved in the 
fame manner as the Militia had done under his Father. It 
is a fort of Article of Faith among fome People, ta believe 
that no Attempts were made againft our Liberties io the 
RtigTi of Jving Charles I. But, my Lords, the Caife is fo 
f ' svife* chat his whole Reign, at leaft from the Bc- 
t. :i the Year 1641, was a Continued Scene of the 

nuut aii>ilrA.ry and oppreffive Meafures that were ever pur- 
fnf^ff'M ftny Country in Europe ; what by his Court of Star- 
( . and by his Spiritual-Courts (of thefe lafl, I. think, 

? , u^ i^nve fome ftill remaining ) did not he op- 

\ ! the mod unprecedented Manner ? Even 

' liilers he had, began to encroach upon 
;ir Country; but after them he got a 
ifter, an Archbifhop, who foon drove 
:^ id, and laid the People under a Necef- 
i I in Defence of their Liberties and Privi- 
^ and his Miniilers hfid taken all poffible 
.It' Militia, he had the fupreme CommTuid 
..id nnmed fuch Officers over them as he 
do whatever he pleafed, but what was the 
} When Aff:iirs were come to this Crifis, that 
11 fight either for the Liberties of the Pco- 
m, many of thofe Officers the King had 
ty ; gninft him, and the Orders of thofe 
' l-im were in many Places defpifed by the 
\-i Army under his Son behaved in the 
and it will always be fo ; in the 

Cafe 
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CafcDf a Ci^-War, thai Army bring Pvt of th* People, Anno6.Geo.tii 
they wdl certainly behave as thie People do i they will di« U}^^' 
vide, and every Man will join that Party which he thinks * 
moll ip the Right. . 

* Now, my Lordsj as to anxillary Troops, I bdieve nd 
Man will pretend that we ought to keep a landing Army 
of foreign Auxiliaries within the Kingdom, and if we ihould 
updn any Occaiion tall any (bch to Our Affifbmce, we are 
not very fure that they wUl go oat again at dui- Defire : It 
has beM moft juHly obferved by a tcry great Aqthor, that 
whatever Coantry trufts her DefienGcto foreign Auxiliaries^ 
muft becoiiic the Slave of thofe in whom ihe puts her Trufi; 
Bat, my Lords, fuppofing that foreign Auxiliaries called 
b to our Affiftance, would always, leavt lis Whenever we 
haA a Mind ; yet Experience has (hewn as» that we cannot 
always depend on their coming to our Afllftance ai fool! as 
called. The late unnataral Rebellion afforded us an In* 
fiance of this i that Rebellion which broke out againft hi$ 
hte Majefty foon af^er his Acceffion^ and I lUn fure he had 
done nothing to deferve that Treatment, he had done In« 
jaftice to no Man, he hi^i made no Encroachment upon our 
Liberties, yet fuch a dangenm?* Iniurrtaion hiokc cm a- 
gainft him, and we had at the fame time fo few Troops of 
oar own, that we were obliged to fend to our AUies fot 
that A£ftance which they were engaged ^ Trollies ta 
gi ve us : Unlackily it had happened th^i the Iheic^^ for fome 
time before, had been b much addicted m tkit poUlical 
Maxim of reducing their Army^ that ihey were not in a 
Condition to make good their Engagemcat$ to us : When 
we applied to them^wewere anfwered, that ihcy K^d iio 
more tban-was abfolutely neceiTary for mAtfiraniint* rl.^ir 
Garrifons; fo that we were obliged to I 
moM^, and to wait till they marched d .. ,« ..^ 
Garriibos, before we could have a Man of ihe Di^- •^ 

to march to our Affiftance i And we had at ih^i i unt: ig 
few Troops of our own, that for fome time nftcr my Am- 
vai in 5r9/Ar/ry, I had but 1 600 Men to mnt: '^ ^T 

almoft as many thouiands, then up in Arms . / 

againil the Government. It is very wrong to iai.igiiLL' li^L^c 
in Time of Danger the whole regular Army we liivc can be 
brought together, they mull In fuch Cafes !: Hn fe- 

vera! Deudiments, and a DcDchment left ^ Place 

where any Danger may be dreaded, fa that even from the 
Number now propofed, it would not be po^tc to ft^m 
Body ofBrc or fix thoufand Men in r.ny Br of the 
dom, except juft about the City oUand^F 
* In the late Affair, the Dunh AuxUjfc 
live, though not till after the Rebdlian^Ru m .1 g^^ • 
1732-33 ^ O 
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ADnrftf.^.tT.furc'deffcited : Sat, mf Lords, I ihaU novcf dcfire tb tea 
^l^^lh any-more Foreigti Auxiliaries in this Country ; Ilisd beeif 

^^^ V"^"^ long itt tker'Service of^the SKM^ Genond, I was once a Ge- 
neral in their Army, from whence one would cxpe6? that I 
mi^t have htad as much Anthorivy tfvtr their Tfoc^ps as any 
^r/i^ tGenerafeouki hate ;' and yet 1 had a v^ g;reat deal 
of C«MI]«y to keep them in any tolerable CM^r : They 
'weretitgiity a^ Dp^ mfiAsike a Friend fbr a 'Foe, effiecially if 
they {tvfriay TjunJu^hdt w^ worth taking. I was^ an Eye- 
Witness .eithe mawHardflfips our bieft Sobje^ls fufferedfrom 
th^fe Fii^ei^ Au^aries ^ I ther^ d^ what I could to reme- 
dy themPy «Mid in %tdi€J!jo prtvuif dJny fach fat the fbtore^ I 
fliaU always >be' agacinft any IVfealiue/ Which may tend tc^- 
wafds laying the Go^ernment^ nnder a Neceftty of caHihg 
ki foft'igpt Auxiliaries. 

• f Cannot imagine Ko^feme Feopfe hate got Httcy tffaat way 
of thinking, that the Li'bertiej of rfl" the Countries ii» Eurcfe 
hate been OP^rtutned by ftanding Armies i 1 do not know 
one CSotmtly in Surofe, whoft Liberties hare been ovct^ 
tiintaiid \fy fhei/ ftiMdiflg Army. It is a Miftake to fay fo 
of the Romam \ the Liberties of 1t»mi were in a great mea- 
fure overturned, by the Ltxxory and Corruptibh that had 
crept la among the Pt^fe kmg before the Tiflse of Juliui 
Cr/ar \ and in hi J Ttme, Aeir ftafnding Artny were fo fef 
Trom being the only Means c>f otertuming th^ Liberties of 
F ; the greatefl Part of the Handing Army joined a- 
^; / C^frr i but he had a devrlift Head of his own^ 

' .f'^* lb Lhac by iiii own goc>d GonduA, and the Bratery of Kis 

^-" " Troops he got the better of his Enemies, thotrgh they had 

chc gceAtcilt Noflfibers crtfi of regular Troops of their 

^ Side If the Rmii^ri at that Time had had nofianding 

^^ ArmVt wmjld not tht People, would not the very Mob have 

.AA el . - r^'- Cime ? hvi-ry Man who had Courage, or who 

t rfir^ded to go- to fight, wonM have jomed that 

1 lu.A. f.be Commander who oonld make the 

joined Mm, wouW have got the Advan- 

Q^ M t v-ctL 1 ju5 Army would hate had it in tiieir 

r to hr.ve fcttkJ the future Form of Gbtemmefit up- 

un \r. Z ^^y ^^^ * Mind. 

* 1 .ue ^vith RefpeA to all the other CoUfitries of 
r^f arbitral ry Fowcr is or eVer was eRablilhed. It| 
certnin tl:nt their Liberties were overturned long 
c VL r If iucb a Thing as a fbnding Army ;' the 

iL . Corps of regular Troops in Fr^fff^ is 

giment ofFicdr^e; that Regiment 

!* firfl or fecond Year cff the Reiga 

vA, and it is well known that long bc- 

1^. Liberties of the FrtfKi People were en- 




didy dolriljFAl. lo^/M wc fcnaw that k vsbs dicxr Priefts ^"^ 6.iOe©JU. 
ihatdeftlOJid<llcJ:4fccx!tip<lftth#'^Pcopl€; and it is by ^^'Jil 
meap^ Of didr Innnifition, j^t their arbitrary Government 
is to diifi £)ay bjof^ruit byiaeans of th^ terribk Spiritu* 
d OMin, fibm.Piielb fopporttiHeir a^ lUie not 

<xiify «f|9riht Pe(^]e> haK\ik9m{t ouer >the Court, und even 
over their Arm loo. in ^SfUMJin, my Lords, it was like- 
wi4c d«ir/j'«iefis tjMt ^Minorl^saft^bliihfii} an atbitrary HuJe 
in tbacCoontty ituvi it wta hy their Armf that their Liber- 
ties liieie 'fdHororf. In Ihnmari k wHSa^Ioafe of Com- 
mons that furfvndered up theit Libertlbs to the Crown ^ 
tbcf &ft gaiTe m>'lheiroM^ (Liberties, and thereby they en« 
abied their King to getbimfSf dedarM theabfolute^nd th« 
arblETsry Sovereign over the i^hole Country* 

* Thas, jny Lords, we may find that a (landing Army 
JKvalndin rniy Country the chief Hand in ddlroying the 
Libmiacfiiieir Country {.nor indeed jcan k be tuppofed 
Ike tkey erer will : Can.it .be fuppofed that any M^n of 
commoD Seiife, who has a good Foil in the Army, and has 
the liHvs of his Country for, his Prore^ioti as long as he be- 
iavtt well ; can it, I fay, imy Lordr, be fuppofLd th.it :iuy 
iucb Aifan wiU ever join in Meafurr? for fubjrcung; himl'elf 
to t^ aB$:ontroolabk Will and giddy Pleofureot .my one 
Man> He muft know» that true " 
loral«thfi»I;Pcrfi)nnanee ofiiis Duty 
ledioQtoiim I hjs.Life, hisBAate^ aad 
is d«v to^hinv oiuft then depend on tin 
Court. J and -cvciy Man -ino^ys, th.it j 
Hononr and Virtue often E&lls^a Siicriiice to VVi 
deceitful Infiouations, andto^dfeand [ 
h it then T(»fQnab|o to:pneiiime» thar di^ 
^y> wi^o are by their Edacation hn ^ 

low Ana and vile Prances ufual abg 

give up that honourable Dependence tjity Tvl^c" 

own fichavioor and the Laws of their Counrry, f 

of a fUviOx. dependence npotiany> Court whairvcr 

prt, it is net poffible feu* me to fufprft any fucM i im^iui 

^nd thereibfle J cannot from thence dr^w any Argtiment ;i' 

gsioil keeping up a (landing Army in thb Cotmiry. 

fiat, my Lords, it b net propofed thnt we fhould put otrr 
whole Tr^St^in the Army i the Number prop: u .; v 

iiiicient for that Purpofe $ the Ajmy now pr a :< - 

for prote^Stiag the Pea^ and Quiet of the i 
Sudden Invafions, with a ih^alJ Number c^ 
gainil little inforre&ions, or rather Mobs Al: 
ed by,a few ^difcontented Subjefls : Bat th^fi u 
this Nation, and that upon which we pnnfCip&H 
ii the Sopiriority of oar.£ket, and the EraATTf c-: ^^- — 
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^1106. Gto.ll. in general : Lot us continue to preferve the prefent Supeno? 

^TJ^-JI- rity we have as to our Fleet, let us continue to cultivate 

V^^V^jf Bravery and Military Difcipline as xUfKk as poffible among 

our Men in general ; but do not let us, for the lake of 

groundlefs Jealoufies and pretended Pears, expofe the Peaoe 

0f our G)untry to be difturbed by every neighbouring State 

who ihall take it ii their Heads fo to do, or by every Subjeft 

who (hall be prompted by his Refentment or Ambition to 

rebel againft the Government of his Country.^ 

The Lord Btubmft rofe up next, and fpoke as fellows : 

My LorJ^f - . 
f The Noble Dulw, w)lo fpoke laft, has fpoke To 
fully andfo wdl in favour of a ftanding Army, that if it 
were ppilible to convince me that a Ibnding Army is confi- 
ftent with the Liberties of any Country, that Noble Duke 
would have done it ; I (hould even be sifraid to rife up to 
ofier any thing in AAfwer to what he has fo well iaid upon 
that Subjed, if it were not, that I think myfelf undera Ne- 
ceffity of giving your Lordfhips fome Reafon for my voting 
Itt I (hall do, in the important Queftion now before us. 

* I was glad, my LK)rd8, to hear that Noble Duke allow, 
that the l^ilitia of the Kingdom might be put upon fuch a 
Foot] Tig a^ to be uft^ful for our Defence : This I flioold be 
glad to fee doue, bccaufe I think it the only Defence, next 
to our Fleet, which we can with any Safety triift to ; and 
as thfiie 13 no Man more capable than he, for putting us in 
a way of making our Militia ufeful, I wi(h he ^ould give us 
hh Thou ^ his upon that Subjed ; I am fure there is nothing 
1 ■ . r but w ha t will be well received and readily agrera 
t^. - . . :a thi! £xp€j-Lce of keeping our Militia under a pro- 

Dilcipline^ I do not think that it is of any Confideration 
the prefenc Qtieflion, if it (hould amount to a great deal 
arc iban wh^ wc now pay for maintaining our regular 
rmy ^ it would he an Argument of no Weight with me a- 
;amd the Schf me, for I am fure if the ExpeAce were great- 
er, our Power would be renderM in Proportioivmuch more 
rxicixfivri anij Our Liberties much more fecure. 

* if, my Lort}^ the Militia were to be put upon a pro- 
♦ peruana a light Footing, if they were to be put upon fuch 

n Footing a> to be really ufeful for the Defence of the Coun- 

trv. It 'r fffif to be fuppofed, that the People would grnm- 

rge or Inconvenience they were put to upon 

inrl . sfonableAccount/ The many Loads 

litted to of late Years, ihew us, that 

u. uu. .|L : grumble, when they are convinced of 

Ji^fon of the i hing; but at prefent they know, that 

' ""^ :c of no publiok Ufc, they know that the 

Ml to Exercife ten^s lo no ^d but that of 

pitflp^ 
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fotdflg Money m the Pockets of the Oflcers, and therefore Aano 6. Oeo.B« 
they gramble when they find themfelves put to any Expenoe i73*-33' 
BpOD fuch an unprofitable Account. 

' Though the Militia of the Kingdom be under the Corn* 
maud of the King, though their Officers be all named by 
the King, yet under fach a Military Force, our Liberties 
muft be fafe : The Militia of the Kingdom are the People 
of the Kingdom, and it is impofiible t<vmake ufe of the Peo- 
ple for opprefEng the Liberties of the People ; but a ftand- 
ing Army of regukir Forces foon begii^ to look upon them* 
felves as a Body feparate an^ didinft from the People : An4 
if the People in general negled the Ufe of Arms, and truft 
entirely to fuch % Military Force fi^r their Defence, the Kin^ 
who has the abfolute Command over them, may eafily f^ 
upon Ways and Means to make Ufe of them ibr oppreffing 
the Liherties of the People; by granting particular Favouni 
to fsch a Military Force, and by preferving the Affedkiont 
ofafi-w Men bred up to Arms and Military Difcipline, h# 
BOfdo whatever he pleafes with the Multitude who have 
odther Arms in their Hands, nor any Knowledge how t# 
o^them if they had. What the Noble Duke faid ^ to 
Aaxiliaries is moft certainly true, thofe who trail entirely td 
Aoxiliaries for their Defence, mutl aUvays be hhvi-y [o thofe 
in whom they put their Truft : It l^. My Lords, for this 
very Reafon that I am againll a Staisding AiAy i fo rfjiii oldi 
eqoally true of a Standing Army of o u r own 
an Army of foreign Auxiliaries ; wh«^ever/ 
to any thing but himfeif, muil be a Slave] 

he pots his Truft; and whatever Peop 

Truft in a Standing Army even of thj ^^^^_ 

foon oome to be as great Slaves a^ lihe'^^^K wlio put 

their Truft in an Army of foreign 'I Voflp^^the M.ifirri 

may be difterent, but the Slavery is tic t imc, and v^ill be 

equally grievous. 
• I believe it never was faid, that n St ncJIng Army h ih« 

only Method by which an arbitrary Power rii 

cd; there ace, without doubt, other Me 

may be eftablifhed, but I am fure th u it c:^ 

fapported without a Standing Arjr^y. H> 

conning Adminiftration the People n 

their Liberties ; by fome fpecious 1' i c i c t; ce^ 

nay be induced to give up all thofe B^ rrien/' 

Ddfence and the Prote^ion of their Liberties | 

bat the fraud will at laft be difcover? d* 

is, the People willrefume their ancient Pi-ij 

he no new fort of Power eftabli(hed for pri 

trary Government againft any fuc^ 1<€ 

Bower can never cox^ in any thini^ dfe 

A"3&7 9f fome kio4 pr Qthgr. 
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j^iM0t|X;M.U« < A Standuig Army mufl therribcTy my hofdh -j^eof 
I73» SI* dangerous Confequence to the Liberties of every Country. 
In feme free Countries there may be at lead a Shew of Rea- 
ion lor dieir fubmitting to fuch a Dax^ert but in this C^tin- 
^ there cannot;be fp much as a Shew of Reafon ; we kx^c 
M Fleet fuperior to that of any of our Neighbour^ • a|id we 
Jmow how difficult it is for any of our Neighbours to invade 
4is with a coniid^ral^Q Foroe ; fuch DqCgnsmoft always be 
4ifcoverod long before they ^an be re^y for Execution; 
4Uid as long as we.prefervi^ a fuperior FWt, we ihall always 
luure it in our Power to prevent the Execution of any fuch 
jDe£gn ; but granting ^t they (hould vby any ftraage Fa- 
^lity or Negligence* efcape pqr Fleets at Sea, yet ftill we 
^odd have tune to preparp for their Receptions if oar 
14iiitia be always kept in good Order and under a proper 
j^ifcipline, they wi(l ^ fufficient for ourDefJMice agaiiid any 
f owerthat can be bnm^ht againA us, aslo^g as the King is 
AP^^^ed of the Afiedtions of the People in general, and thofe 
.{' ^ can never Jofe fo readily as by defpiiing the People, 4Uid 
aruibng entirely to his Standing Arpiy. 
, ' As for thofe fmall {nvafions which the noble Dulqp nyas 
Ipleafed to mention, what though they had Umded? Wluu 
would have been the Confequence } I hope, my l<ords, 'in 
|S not to be imagined, notwithll^ing the contemptible 
£tatc to which our Militia has been by N<fgle{l reduced^ 
th^t ^ Country ir. to ^>e conquered by fix or feven thoufand 
Meii«r]^iren the hxr King fTilii^mf though hehadefc^pe4 
t^f> r»ff/7/>v Klp?*r wi.ere it is fuppofed he had a good many 
li id double that Number of Men, aad 
ti. 1 i^ij i.^ - -fv .ui ni> J ro^ps fafely and without Oppofition 
^lufldid upon the Engl:jh Shore ; yet, my Lords, upon bis 
cctng (b few conic m to join him upon his firft Landing, 
^ w;is very near go i n g off again . It is not an eafy matter to 
bring about a RtujiaLion againftaneftabliihed Government i 
LSI ir h Clill much Euore di$calt tooome in as Conquerors, 
: ^d tofubduc fuch a powerful and populpus Coqn- 

« . 'i- And if the great King William* who came 

to rtlievc us from Slavery and Qppreflian, who brought 
along with him fa great an Army and fo powerful a Fleet i 
'tfiie, Ifiiy» was fodoubtfolofSuccefsupon his .firft hmd- 
^ing, what have we to fear from any fmall Invaiion? Surely 
fmn fuch the Nation can ney^ have any thing to fears 
^h.'itcvcr (uch a Government as that^ of Kiflig ^l^f/s was, 
• plight have to fear from fuch Invalions when encpuraged, 
" '^ m -nnd fupporkd by the Generality of our People 
E^niC' This i ^ w Cafe which I hope never will agaii^ 
^1 Caic againft which w^ are nQ( to provide^ 

*i»4 



(lit) 

tni&iiiitteiljedoioBl Audi be br tgtemg to ihttteix^Mfim^ Cm JSU 
tiott prepoiied. '73^^ 

• As to oar Annies not being obliged tot^bcf anf but le^ Vi^>^^» 
gal Orden, I do not know, my Lords, whether it be fb or * 
not ; bat hi my Opinion the noble Duke has given as a good ^ 
Hinc for an Amendment to the Bill ; this Word, Legul^ ~ 
ought oertainly to be put hi, and then in cafe of any Difobc- . 
dience to fnch Orders, a Council of War would certainly : 
have it in their Power to examine firft into the Legality o^ 
the Orders given, as to which there may be feme Donbtas 
the BtU ftands at prefont ; it may be at leaft alledged that 
IS the Bill now ftands, the Council of War would be obliged 
to pais Sentence agakft the Soldiers for Mutiny, whatever • 
they night aAen^uds do with the Odicer who gave the 
ilkgsl Orders. 

Then the Lord Carteret fpoke as follows : 

Mf Lords ^ /. 

* ^ many Lords have fpoke fo well m favour of the Re- ^^ Carteret. 
(!a<aion pf0poied« and have fo fully anfwered all the Objec- 
tions made againft if, that I (hould not have given your * 
LordflMps any Trouble on the prcfent Occafion, if it had ♦ 
not been that I now find, that not only a Standing Arnty, 
bat an Anny of the full Number we have :.t prcfciu ijii foott ' 
feems lo be made a Part of our Conftitutiou : The olii Pre- * 
:ence of Continuing the fame Number of regular For tfe/o J ' 
one Year longer, feems now to be laid ai Idc : liif A'^Hf ^ 
in his Speech fi-om the Throne told u^ tlt-^t t^eTJBP ' 

Tranqn^ty was noW fo fully eftablidicv > 

other Reafon for calling us together ba 
rary Difpatch of the Publick Bufincfs ; 
Lords, be looked on as a Part of the c 
the Year? Mnft the Continuing of a 
iS,ooo Men, in time of Peace, be a P.3: . , .., 
which is yearly to pafs of courfc in P lunger 
been a long time continued from Year 
cnce comes to be an Affair which is 
Coarfe, wherein will it differ from thoic '^.. 
mies by which th* Liberties of other Coimtries . 
undone ? ♦ 

' A Standif)g Afmy alone may not perhaps be fuf 
for bringing fo great a Misfortune upon a People; ; : 
mail be other CaufefS concurring; but it in.i)* be ;*s: 
that in all Countries where arbitrary Powfr and ^ 
Tcry have been mtroduced, the fatal C]r.:v^e in t 
nation has been owing to a numerous S :::ding 
great Number of Officers of the Revcnr^r 
C^^gy * *D<1 even thefe three concur rj 
n^qmrciOBic timt before they can get \u' 
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Attfao$.G«o.n. beities oFa brave People : The Army inuft be fo long khpi 
173X.33. up^ ^^^ modelled in fuch a manner^ as to be entirely de- 
' pendent on the Crown ; it is not to be fuppofed, that the 
Officers and Soldiers of an Army raifed from among a free 
People, can be imrtiediately divefW of all ihofe Notions of 
Liberty, with which they were endpwed when they firft lifted 
in the Army ; but if they hkv:e; a brave and cunning Com- 
mander, this may be done in a few Ye^s ; the Generality 
of them may be foon made regardlefs of every thing but the 
Will and Pleafure of him who can prefer them to a fupcrior 
Command : A large Revenue and many Officers cannot be 
at opce eftabliihed upon a free People, this mud be done 
by flow Degrees, and requires many plaufibic Pretences : 
And it is to be hoped that the Honour and Virtue of the 
Clergy would ftand fome little Shock, they could not at once 
be brought to that Degree of Prodi tution, which is neceflary 
for the Ellabli(hment of arbitrary Power. 

' At prefent, my Lords, we may depend apon his Ma- 
jefty ; we are convinced that he will not attempt to en- 
croach opdn the Liberties of his People ; we may likeWifei 
depend on it, that our prefent Army would not fupport any 
fuch Meafures, were they to be attempted ; his Majedy has 
been fo good as to employ Men as Officers in the Army, 
whol'dionourntKl Integrity we may depend oh, bat we 
arc notfurc of having always a }Cing fo wife and good^ or 
" f <5rfo mivch Virtue and Honour; and upder the 
fir)fl:5 we oipIvc to provide againd the word. 

V Lords, that we are now in any Im*- 

fmg our Liberties ; but I fay, that we 

Way by which the Liberties of every 

ndonej we are edablidiing the Codom 

nding Army in time of Peace j we are 

r.g the Number of the Officers of the 

ill che Gonfcquence be ? I treoible to 

■e not indeed under any Danger while his 

cs to reign over us : But will not cvciy 

'*fc>', why will you treat me worfe than roy 

Vhy v.il] you rcfufc to grantme that Number 

i^Mfc^t Qv that Revenue which in the fame Cir-* 

^m gr^r.ced to my Father ? And we well know, 

plaifant Parliaments generally arc in 

^. , /jjgnf they are generally more apt to 

(jAkr Revenue and the Army of the Crown than 

(^ftiHr.iih either; and if an ambitions Prince 

OioaJj liiccc^il lu r! . Crown, fupported by fuch a numerous 

|M^^Arniv . hat is now propofed, fo long kept up as 

W^^Bk > fi'lves into a different fiody from the 

r^P^P*' ''^Wy belong, and with fuch a Crowd of 

^1^ Officers 







("J) 

OtEcers of the Revenue as wc have at prefent, all depending Anno 6. Geo.n. 
upon him and removable at his Plcafure» what may he *73»-33» 
not do ? 

* I am furprized, my Lords, to hear it faid, that Stand* 
ing Armies have had no Hand in the Overturning the Li- 
berties of the feveral Countries of Europe. It is true that 
the moft numerous Army can be of no dangerous Confequence 
to the Liberties of any Country, as long as it depends upon 
upon a great many Heads ; an Army can never be of danger- 
ous Confequence, till it comes to be entirely dependent up«- 
on one Man, and that it generally does when it is long kept 
up, more eipecially if any one Man comes to get the whole 
Power into Jus Hands both of paying the Army, and of 
naming and preferring the feveral Officers employed therein. 
Julius Cafar had too long a Head not to be fenHble of this, 
and therefore he procured himfelfto be fent into Gaul i 
there he continued for feveral Years at the Head of numer- 
ous conquering Armies, and having got into his own Hands 
botli die Power of paying and pre^rring in his Army, he 
foon managed it fo as to make them entirely obedient to 
kirn ; then he commanded them to march againit, and with 
them he conquered his Country. If there had been no 
Standing Annies of either Side, the Confequence could not 
have biKn the fame, though a Civil W:ir had broke out i 
the Armies newly raifed by each Side muft have hiiu ^." 
pendente npon a great many Chiefs, and wh'ieh c 
had got the Vi^ry, the Cluefs would havt- uUen ' 
the Liberties of their Country j they would hr.vefctt 
upon the ancient Foundation, or upon a be ucr, if liny be|9&»< 
could have been contrived. '~ *^ 

* In Sfain it was likewife by fuch an 
Liberties were deftroyed ; the Inquifitlo 
fet up much about the fame Time, and ^n 
Inqaiiitionof fome Kind or another gen 
Arbitrary Power ; there may be Courts * 
regard to Civil Affairs as well as Religion . 
tionsare at firfl eflabltfhed upon fome j 
Tiie Banifhing of the Moors and Jews out 
was the Pretence made ufe of by Ferdim 
^painj but the Extending of his own Power v .: 
and the chief Reafon : The Inquifition wns n :r. 
the chief Caufe of the Lofs.of the Sf^^niJ^ Uh^i^^a w.i* 
only a Confequence ; for before the Setting apwpoF* be 
had got the abfolute Command of a great Arvn^KSkk hmi 
been kept up for feveral Years under Pretoncc^^fiicir War 
with Portugal, whofe then King ' laid l'rctejiilOTi$ to the 
Crown of Spain ; and by keeping his Co^^'^^^' ^'' rr,,ir?rL..\l 
'v%'ar3, he found Pretences to keep up 
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Anno 6. Gco.TI. with which, it is true, he conquered and bamfhed the Moon^ 
• '73»-3J- but he therewith likewife conquered the Liberties of his 
Country ; and the Chains of the People were foon after 
riveted by a Prieft, a Cardinal Prime Miniiler, who com- 
pleated the cruel Work which Ferdinand by his Army had 
fo fuccefsfuily begun. 

* In France too, my Lords, it was by Standing Armies 
chiefly that their Liberties were undone ; it was not, in- 
deed, by Armies modelled as they have them at prefcnt, 
but it was by altering the ancient Military Force of the 
Kingdom that their Liberties were deftroyed ; it was by 
their King's taking the Army a fa Solde^ as they call it ; for 
anciently the Military Force of that Kingdom depended 
chiefly upon the Nobility or great Princes ; their Armies 
were compofcd of the Troops (ent to the General Rendez- 
vous by the feveral Princes of the Kingdom, who generally 
paid their refpedlive Troops ; or if at any Time they had 
them maintained at the Publick Charge, yet each Prince 
retriined in his own Hands the naming and preferring the 
OtHcers emptoed in his Troops, and therefore no one Man 
could ^r J|Sure to himfelf an abfolute Command over 
the ^^tiuj^B-^^^^ Kingdom : But at lad this laudable 
CullojPfrflFHtfl J* fide, the King got into his own Hands the 
wholSf ower of rriifmg and paying the Armies to be em- 
Hcffnce of the Kingdom; and though for 
i ic iiad no Money for that Purpofe but what 
, by tiie States of France, yet we may really 
(Change as the Beginning of the French Sla- 
er for a long Time after this, the Kings of 
%cr prevail with theirStates to provide them 
' continually keeping up a numerous Stand- 
tlf Armies were raifed only when they had 
jlm^ and as foon as the Danger was over 
Tc difmifled ; and yet, my Lords, they had 
jrhit Time aPretender to their Crown; our 
\A then claimed to be King of France, and 
was a very terrible Pretender ; ytt even by 
Dinger they were then expofed to, they 
Rluccd to keep iip a Standing Army ; they 
thing but Militia,, or Troops raifed as Occa- 
r.nd with thefe they at lafl banifhed the 
lit of their Kingdom. 

as the Kings ot France got thus free of an 

the Powels of their Kingdom, they tbere- 

fcaJlon of every foreign War that happened to 

farther upon the Liberties of their Subje<5b, 

and Tax-Gatherers upon them, and to 

the Kingdom more and more under their 

Command : 
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Command : In all which they fuccccded beyond Expcdla- Anno 6. Geo. it. 
tion, by a moft flupid Indolence that then reigned among >73^-33' 
the Nobility o^ France, and yet that Nation Hill retained **-^"V^^Ni> 
fome Remains of Liberty, till a Prieft, Cardinal Richlieu 
by Name, gave their Liberties the la^ Stab. He indeed 
WIS a great Minifter, and a great Politician, though he 
opprcffd the Subjeft at home, yet he not only fupported 
but raifed the Grandeur of the Nation abroad ; he commit- 
ted no Blonders in his Adminiftration, nor did he fubmit to 
^ny foreign Power in the Treaties or Negotiations he had 
^iththem; and we may remember that in his Po/i/ic^ I 
1'rUment, he left it as a Maxim, that the King ought 
never to part with any Tax he has once got ellablifhed, 
even though he has noUfe for the Mt)ney ; becaufe by giv- 
ing up the Tax he lofes the Officers that are employed ia 
the collcaing thereof. 

* This great Prime Mini^r was facceeded by another 
Prieil, afn^ign Prieft, who had all his bad Qualities but 
rone of his good ; fo that by his Mifcondud France was 
ioon involv^ in a Civil War, and it is faid ti|ai one of the 
?'eaieft Men of France at that time, and one dfjiit great eli 
Generals of the Age he lived in, told the Qiffetn Regent, 
^5at (he had a Fellow at the Head of her Affkira who lur 
his Crimes deferved to be tugging at the ^) r In nnf p*f r 
Gallies. But the arbitrary Power of the 1 
^tibyhis Prcdeccflbr been fo firmly cftab* 
could not be (haken even by the many Blu 
gJ'^ty of; the Nation however was not 
t?«rac, but that it was a long while before th 
^^y fubmit to that Cardinal's Admin iltr 
niufl allow that even but lately there has a i 
Liberty broke forth in that Country, fuch :i ! 
^^. my Lords, as might probably reinftate i 
fji Enjoyment of their former Liberties and 
j| were not for the great Standing Army nojj 
^flat Country. 

' In Denmark J my Lords, it was their Nc 
*^e Occalion of the Lofs of their Liberti<: ; 
'^'netimc thrown the whole Weight and 
Government offof themfelv^, and had laiti it < 
of the Commons ; the whole Expence of the) 
i^d for fome time raifed by Taxes which tell - 
^^e poor People, and to which they Cfintrih 
Tr.fle; and the Commons being quite tired ou| 
Oppreffions and unjuft Exaflioins, refolved ?.t i 
v^hole Power into the Hands of their Sovcre 
*^'ilil the Nobles were fitting and contr iy 
Means how to load the poor Tradefmen 
»73$' P Z 
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Anfio 6. Geo.tr. with fach Taxes as did not much afleft them, they were 

. t732-33. fent for to the Caftle, and there were obliged to join in that 

li/"\^*\J Deed by which an abfolute Power was pat into the Hands 

of the King, who could not make a worfe Ufe of it than they 

had done : This was the Method by which arbitrary Power 

was eftabliihed in Denmark^ but it has ever iince been fup- 

ported only by a Standing Army. 

* In Stvidertf my Lords, their Liberties were not only 
deftroyed but they were again refiored by their Army ; in 
this hSt Change, my Lords, that Country had the good 
Luck to be mod fmgularly happy, but how was that moft 
flrange and extraordinary Turn of their Ai&irs brought 
about ? I have foipe Reafon to know it, becaufe I was in 
that Kingdom •when It happened. The late King of Swe- 
den, my Lords, is well known to have been the Darling 
both of his Nobles and Commons ; he was io much the Dar- 
ling of the whole Swedijh Nation, that almoft every Man 
in it was at all times ready to facrifice both his Life and his 
Fortune in his Service, and therefore he had no Occaiion to 
model Ilia Arniy for any bad Purpofe; he had employed 
none as Officers in his Army, but the Nobility and QuaJity 
of the Kingdoin^ or fuch whofe Merit and Services fully 
in tided them to whatever Preferment they were honoured 
with by him* IVv^ Prime Minifler however got at lafl too 
ft an Arccr,d:::;t over him. Baron Gor/x I meaa, my 
who w > a Man of no high Bifth, nor any fapcr- 
bi Qualities -, yet by his Cunning he got fuch a Powei 
jMer, that nothing was done without him, no 
jSt Military was bellowed but according to his 
; Men of the bell Qualityin the Kingdom, the 
^ernlii in the Army, were obliged to fubmit, 
fit bini even for that which they were juftly in 
**lhey ibcwed him the leaft Negloft, they im 
all Interefl about the King; if any one 
ged the Firft Minider, he might perhaps b^ 
» his Poll in the Army, he was made Ufe oj 
')cc2Tion for his venturing his Life for them i 
loment he difobliged the King's Prime MiJ 
[ not lb much as make a Subaltern Officer ; oi{ 
^ his Recommendation was afureBar toany Man'j 

:Li]iry, the Generals, all the chief Men in th< 

fenlsble of this Slavery they lay under, and wcr^ 

'cc thcnifelves therefrom if poflible ; but theij 

wa,"^ thtn abfolute, there was no way of com I 

:buc by making their King fenfible of the Dif 

cd to him, by allowing himfelf to be f< 

mud 

t was Mioifier in Sweden Jtino jyif • 
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mucii under the Muttgemem of any 6M Man: They knew Anno 6. Geo.ii, 
their King to be a Man of Judgment and Penetration, and i73«-33- 
therefore a great Number of them reiblred at laft upon L^W^^J 
▼entoriag to preient a Menun-ial to him upon that Head. 
This Memorial, my Lords, was adually drawn up and fign- 
ed* and was ready to have been preiented, when that brave 
King was lulled by a random Shot from Frederickfiadt which 
iie was then befieging. 

' If the Kijig had lived to have received this Memorial, 
we ctBBOt judge what might have been the Confequence ; 
BoCwithftanding its beii^ figned by fomany of the Nobility 
aad chief Commanders, nocwithilanding the King^s Judg- 
nent and Penetration^ his Afie^ion for his Minilter might 
have got the better of the Refpeft ^ owed to fuch a Num* 
bcr of his Nobility and Generak ; and if fo, as he was a 
moft abfolute Prince, the Memorial would have been doom- 
ed to be a feditibus and a treafonable Libel, and fome of 
them would certainly have paid with their Heads for their 
Prefiunption; but the King's Death rid them of this Dan- 
ger, and the Prime Minilter who had done fo many ill 

Things, was immediately feized, tried, condemned and ex* 

cctttcd mader the Gallows. 

* By this Piece of publick Jufticc, the Nob Its nnd the 

Generals of the Army, whom he huJ principiily oHended, 

were iatisfied, they did not deiire to purfac their Vengtr.mce 

fixrdier than the Grave ; but, my Lotds. the '^ 

that Kii^dom, thofe Men who but a few W 

were his moft humble Slaves, thofc Men wh 

deified him if the Chriftian Religion 

Way, they had a Mind to ihew a ( 

they petitioned in a Body that \i\% c l 

voder the Gallows. 

' ' By the King's Death the flaviil^ 

my was at an End, there was then i 

pretend to any abfolute Sway over i 

generally commanded by the Nobk 

had it frefh in their Memories v. u 

they and the whole Nation had beci 

Mate and uncontroulable Will of 

there was no one of them that could 

ceeding to his arbitrary Power, thcr 

CO put both the Government of the km^^ 
1 of the Army, upon a new and a v 

As to the Government of the Ki 
I a limited Monarchy, and finJini 

ceflarily keep up a Standing Army 

Frontiers, they therefore re(olved, i\ 

might not be entirely dependent on t 
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Anno 6. Geo.II. future the Officers thereof fhould have their feveral Commif* 
!I?*I?'* > ^**^°*» Sljf^^iu fi bem gifferit. This Regulation a No- 
bleman of that Country told me, they took fit>m the Regu* 
lation we have in England with refped to our Judges. 

' It is, my Lords, a wife and a neceflary Regulation ; it 
is a Regulation that ought in every Country to prevail, 
wherever a Standing Army makes a Part of their Conditu- 
tion : In all fuch Countries the Officers Commiffions ought 
certainly to be ^uamdiu fi^him gtjferit^ and Preferments 
ought to go in Courfe according to Seniority, fome few 
Cafes excepted ; for it is hard that a Gentleman who has 
nothing but his Commiffion to depend on for his daily Bread, 
(hould be obliged either t9 forfeit his Commiffion or his 
Hopes of Preferment in the Army, or otherwife to do what 
he knows to be inconfidene with the Law and Liberties of 
his Country. 

' I hope, my Lords, that a Standing Army (hall never 
come to be a Part of our Conftitution, but if ever it does, 
I will fay that without fuch a Regulation as I have menti- 
oned , we fhall then have nothing to depend on for the Pre- 
fix rvat inn of our Lih«ttie^, but the Honour of the Army, 
the Integt iry of ^e Clergy, and the Vigilance of the 
Lords. -gi 

' From "mmi I have f.ild, my Lords, it is apparent that a 

numerou ^' ' "; Armv mufl always be of dangerous Con- 

fcqucn ty . ufliuiLion of this Country ; and I leave it 

to e^l^^H^jgHuige, whether we ought to expofe our 

Danger, for the pretended Appre- 

|reOian at home, or of any Invaiion from 

e^ ions at home, we are in no Danger 

\\C\h Majefty reigns in the Hearts and 

frailty of his Subjeds ; and as to In^ 

I think the little Succefs the many de-« 

iloncd by the nobleDuke, has met widi, 

Lrgument for (hewing us that we ought 

lApprehenfions of any fuch in Time to 

jght not to fubjedi ourfclves to any 

\\^. lead dangerous to our Conftituti- 

nger which Experience has (hewn to 

chreatned with a formidabl& Inva- 

fioii i ime to increafe our Army to any 

N -: ihould even have Time to difci- 

r^efore we could be attacked by any great 

te Jl^ould be in Condition to defend our- 

jr Enemies (hould have the good Luck 

^Sca : And as to any fmall and unfbre« 

fuch (hould be intended againft us, 

they 





( »i9 ) 
they may probtbly meet with the (ame Fate that the former Aimo6. Oeo.n;' 
have done; bat if they fliould meet with better Luck, if i73*-33* 
they fliould oome fafe to Land, they could not bring above V««^VV^ 
five or fix thottfand Men, oar Fleets would prevent their 
being reinforced, and farely an Army of 1 2,000 Men in 
Great BHiain^ and another of equal Number in Ireland^ 
would be fufiicient to give a good Account of any foch con* 
temptible Invaders. 

' It is not nowy my Lords, fropofed to disband oar Ar- 
my entirely ; it is not propofed to throw out the Bill now be- 
fore us ; we are for keeping up as great a Number as may be 
neceflary for preferving the Peace and Quiet of the Kingdom ; 
but we are againfk keeping v^ fuch a Number as may be 
dangerous to our ConfUcution. Though the Lords who 
"tmt laft Year for a Redudion, TOted againfl the pafling of 
tk then Mutiny-Bill, 'tis not firom thence to be concluded, 
dbt they were agaioft any Mutiny-Bill, or any Number of 
legalar Forces ; they were againfl the whole Bill as it then 
flood, but if that Bill had been Xhrown out, another might 
iuve been brought in accordii^g 10 their Likings and 
that new Bill would then have bLcn 1111:1 tilmoufly agreed 
to. 

Then the Earl of Hay Hood up nn d faid : ^ 
My Lords, 

* Whatever fome Lords may be plealU f^ ^X abotit an Eirl of riayi 
Army continued fron^Year to Year i 
certainly a very great DifFerence, m^ J 
Army and an Army continued ai: ih 
Crown. It has, I think, been grai 
while oar Army is commanded by C\3 
prefent, while Men of Fortune and i i 
of the Army, our Liberties are fecure \ 
thefe Officers may be turned out, this ^ 
deiled and garbled as to be made i:: 
This, my Lords, I (hall eafily gr:i]it 
Army were to be eibblifbed for any 
were to be continued at the fole P[t ifii 
ambitious Prince might be able to mc 
fubfervicnt to his arbitrary Views y but 
only from Year to Year by Parlinmenr, 
be done. It is no cafy Matter to mrdelt^ 
make it fit for fuch Purpofes ; we Ij^o^a^^ 
to know the private Sentiments oi Men^ 
Cafes Men often conceal their rerj] hiclij 
Cloak of a feigned Zeal for the d:ri*£ 
which would make it very difficuli: ^oij 
had any Deflgns againd the Liber Lii 




AiiDo6.0eo.l[.]a)oi^ what Officets were to be tunned oat, or who were 
fjrKj^ 1 P'^P^^ ^® ^ contintted, or to be pot in the Room of dioTe 
^^^r\J tamed out. It would' be impoifible to accomplifli this in a 
Year's Time, and if any fuch Phi6Uces were begun, if any 
Steps fhould be made towards modeling the Army for a bad 
Parpofe, the Parliament at their next Meeting would moft 
certainly take Notice of it, and would apply a proper 
Remedy before it cotlld be poffible for any Prince or 
Adminiftration to make the Wound incurable ; and there- 
fore, my Lords, I mnft fiill be of Opinion, that our 
Army, .while it is continued from Y?ar to Year by Par- 
liament, cannot be of the leaft ill Confequence to our Con- 
Ititution, were it much more numerous than what is now 
propofed. 

* On the other Hand, my Lords, the Danger of reducing 
any Part of our Army is very great : We know that fuck 
Reductions have often been attended with deiigned Invar- 
iions or Infurredlions aguinfl the Government ; this is n 
Danger we know by Experience, and therefore in common 
Prudence we ought not to come into any Meafure, by which 
cur Con n t TV ntny b^ again expoied to fuch a Danger. It is 
probable that none of rhafe Invaftons lately intended againft 
m would have been fuccefsful, though they had gpt (afe 
aihore ; I hope no fuch ever will ; but every one of them, 
'f if they had. landed, wo ild have thrown the Nation into ter- 

riblT^ Vions, J3if]cn, my Lords, the Peace and Quiet 

of ycfnn C inilderation ? Shall wc expofeoor 

Co'c-cary io : ' ' i rms and Confufions, for the fake of 

■' avoidf n?^ ati Danger, a Fear whic£ can have no 

Bcv l^ag a"^ our Army is continued only from 

J|t: ^pament ? 

jj^lords, that there is a Party in the Nation 
dtf" ^^^^tovernment, there always will, lam 

nfmid, bt^ra^HKTtv— and they, or at lead a great many 
'HSB^ ofrhnn. uilHQfcrg Join any Invaiion that can be made 

^^^^ cp> op of Charity to them we ought not to af- 

^^^ *^ apes of Succeis, by difbanding a Part of our 

. / |ave no Hopes of Succefs they may grum- 

I I ^ nrc, i)ut ihey will never venture to rebel 

j rip iJv C ^^^rnment, and while they continue 

i 113 c, tr-ey may live eafily as Subjeds, they 

I v.i rve tkdr Lives and Eftates from being 

'jji Iy;: -llJI; i^ l.aw; whereas jf we reduce our Army, it 

i^a i orcigncrs to invade us, it will encourage 
ebc! ^gainft the Government, the Nation 
. - ^Jfrom Alarms, and we muft be every now 

^j "^^^k ^^ '^^ ^^^^ forfeiting fome of our Coun* 

of our Relations. 

The 




The Earl ef BHM fpoiEC n%xx \ Aano 6. Oco,|K 

I have often heard the prefent Axgomcnt debated in Parr ^^"""V^^^ 
liament ; I was one of thofe who were the Caufe ofthe Ar- 
my's beii^ reduced fo low after the Peace of Ryjkufci^ jr*-- ^^^ «f »n<><4, 
hipi I repealed of what I di4 at that Time, hecauile of the 
Tarn that the Affairs of Eurfi took foon after : But I ain 
fully convinced, I never (hall have Occafion to repent of be- 
ing for the Roda£Uon now propofed, For my part» my 
Lords, I cannot barfay, that thcQueftion now before uspuu 
me in Mind of what happened to a Farm-Houfe of mine in 
the Country : The .Wail of the Houfe upon one Side had 
failed, and the Hoofe had funk a little ; yet it might have 
fiood for many Years without any^ NecciOty of jpulling it 
qaite down in order to \>c rebuilt, for which Reafon, 1 be- 
Uere, I flK>uld have then contented my felf with repairing it 
a litde, and adding fome fiutteredes to (hat Wall which had 
failed ; but fonie^ Workmen perfuaded me, that they could 
raife it up, and repair the Wall without pulling the Houfe 
ciowD, and I being prevailed on, to work they Vent ; but in 
planciDg Poib and other Engines to raife up that Side which 
bd finnk, I do not know how, whether by Defign or by 
^ Unikilfulnefs of the Workmen, they raiCed the Houfe fo 
high on tbat Side, that they tumbled it quite over. 

' At laft che Qieftion being put upon the Earl oWxfi/ni'i 
MotioD, it was carried in the Negative, Tbe M*ir ny 

M^eh 8. The Bill was read the Third Tin^c and j4<^M. B H ^,w^. 

Diffhuiint' •• ^ 

For the Reafons entered on the Journal lattScflion, r;, 
tbeNomber of Men, then and now to be eOabliaicd, v ^ *^'"^ 

Reaibos we refer to, and think the CircuirJaniCt:^ yf 1 iinc 
now, do by no Mesois lefien the Force of thess* 

Jrarf, Monijty^ Batburft^ Foley^ Btrlfijre, Sn^ffcrd^ 
UtcbfieU, Bripl, Uajham^ Go^rr, K 
Coventry, Os^ord and Mortimfr, 
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Uaj ). Tke Hoofe having ofdend aBai fiom tlie Omii* AttoCCbJC 
mom relatiiig to the Sugar Colonias * to be oommitted i '7SS* 
before the Hode fefiohred itfetf into thac ComaiitMe, the ^^>^^^ 
Lord B^hmrfl flood ap» and ^pokt to the lottowiBg Efta, 

My Lords, 

' I hare a fmalt Moeion whtdi I intend to make to thia 
Hoafe, and therefore I (hall take the O pp ott on ity to make 
it before yonr Lordftips enter upon the Boiinert of the Day. ^. ^^^^^* 
I do not know, my Lords, bat that fomtthing relating to JJ^^j ^f *Sit 
the SoMib-Sea Company may fpeedily come before yoof Produce of the 
Lofdflirps, and as in fuch Gafes we ought always to be well S. Sea Dittaon 
pripwcd, and foTly mllruAed by having all proper Papers f^'J^^^ **■*• 
hid before us, therefore, I will take the Liberty to «n«^ *"7ao. *" 
to your Lordihtps, that the Directors oi the Soyth-Sea 
Compsny may be ordei^ to ky before this Houie, an Ac* 
oomitbow the Produce of the forfeited Eftates of the Direc* 
ton of that Company in the Year 1720, has been difpofed 
of, and all the Orders made in the general Courts of that 
Company relating to the Difpofal thereof. 

' This Account, my Lords, I now move for, that the 
prdeot Dxreten of that Company may have Time to pre- 
pare it, that fo the Bufinefs of the Hode may not be retard- 
ed hf the Want of fuch an Account, in Cafe upon any 
Emergency we (hoM have occafion for kt In looking 
over the Papers upon our Table, • I find there Is an Account 
lying there of the toul Amount of thofe forfeited Effcate^ i 
which Account was kid before this Houfe in Pyrfu^ttcc of 
aCbufe in an A6t of Parliament, by the Trultees appoint- 
ed bjr the fame A€t of Parliament for colIe£ling thofe Mttxts * 
for the Benefit of the Company ; and accordingly, after the 
moft of thofe Efiates were coUe&d, the Tnt^s wmc 
ordered by other ABs to ddiver ever the Produce of the 
faid Eflates to the DireAors of that Compan/i in order ro 
be divided by them among the Proprietors according to the 
Rules prefbribed by rfiofe Afts. This Account, % 
being riready upon our Table as a Charge . 
Truiees, and the DireOors of that Company, ai^d lu ne 
have as yet feen no Account of D]fch:irg« tn RcIatioD in 
that Money, I think it is neoelDuy, it i^ even incumbent 
upon your Lordfhips to call for the fame, in order that yoti 
nay fee, and that the refl of the Nation may by yoiir Means 
be iatisfied, that the Terms of the A£^ of Parliament have 
been pnndoally complied with/ J 

Lord Bathmrft was feconded by the Earl ^Chtfirrfifld^ iMof ChE.ler 

• See the Delate oa that Bill ia Chakuiiii'^ I^lft^ *f ih* 



^ 



»73S- 



D.efKewcaftle. 



f 128 ) 
AJW*«.OM.n/and AtUirdDeiaWdr^ who then &t as Speaker of die 
Hoafe in the Abfence -of the Lord Chancellor, havii^ re* . 
peated the Motion in tirder to put the Qaeftion upon it, the 
Pake of NewcaffleAood up* and fppke as follows, vix. 
My Lords, 

* I did not well hear this Motion when it was iirft made 
by the noble Lord, but now that! have heard it repeated, 
1 mull fay that I cannot £nd out any Reafon your Lordihips 
have for calling for the Account now moved for^ at lead at 
this Time : There is at prefent nothing before us relating 
to that Company, nor do I know of any Thing that is to be 
laid before us 1 there is not, I am fure, any Lord in this 
Houfe that can know of any Bill to be brought before us 
any Way relating to the AfTairr of that Company ; at leaft 
there is no Lord* that can know of iuch a Bill in a Way 
proper for grounding fuch a Motion upon. If there really 
be any fuch Bill, it is, I think, time enough to call for fuch 
an Account when the Bill is adually brought before us ; 
and the Pretence made ufe of for moving at this Time for 
fuch an Account, J can fee no Ground for, becaufeifany 
fuch Bill be brought: before us, the Diredon of that Com- 
pany will always have Time enough to prepare and bring 
in the Account now moved for, between the firft and fecond 
Reading of the Bill, and therefore, my Lords, 'till I fee 
fojne fuch BiU brought into this Hqufe, I fhall be againft 
making, any fuch Order as is now moved for/ 

To this Lord Bathurft reply 'd, 

' vv!i( n I made this Motion, I hardly expeded it would 

LeH Bithurd. lu^c been f^ppuftd, but fince I find it is like to be fo, I 

muil teg je^ye to give my Reafons for my Motion a little 

smtc at hrge. As 10 the Accounts I have now moved for, 

, . 1 think your LordfliEpft have not only good Reafon, but it 

» ^ r>ur jPuty to call for it, whether there be any Bill re>- 

^A I g to thni Company to come before us or no. I told 

^^H > 0^1, that I was the other Pay fo far in my Duty as to be 

^B l^okii*^ over and cnnfidering the Papers upon our Tablc^ 

ivtiich u a Divty J li?.ve, I muftconfefs, too often negjed- 

ed ; ^mcm^ thofc Papers I found an Account ofa very large 

Suui of Money f received by the Truflees out of theEilatea 
o\ tiie Difcfbrs of the South-Sea Company in the Year 
17^0: Upon fet;ing that Account I began to examine a 
luUc; farther into that Affair, and I found that that Account 
\vm laid bcfgre us in purfuance of the Dire£^ions given by 
ftn Ati p^d in the Year 1721, by which thofe Truflccs 
v^ttG. «ippo]ntcd to give a particular Account in writing 
to i\\L Kirg, and to either Houfe of Parliament of the 
}Mii% of ihcir Proceedings : And by two A^ iince the 

brinj^ilg 



( 1*9 ) 
bringing in of tint Account, I fiad, that the Truftccs are Anno 6. Geo.II. 
dirc&cd to deliver over to the Diredlors of tht South-Sea '733- 

Company the Produce of.thofe Eftates, to be by them di- ' 
ftributed among the Proprietors according to the Directions 
ofthofcAdb. 

• Now,* jny Lords, I hope there is no Lord in thisHoufe 
who imagines that we are in any Cafe to fee only one Side of 
an Account ; are we, my Lords, to fee People charge 
themfelves with the Receipt of two or three Millions of 
Money in Truft for the Proprietors of the South-Sea Com- 
pany, and to take no Care or Concern further about it } 
Surely the very Nature of the Thing requires, that we 
iliould fee them difcbarge themfelves honeftly and foirly of 
that Money, which they havl, by an Account now upon 
oar Table, charged themfelves with. 

* This wc have not only a Title, but we are in Duty 
boand to enquire into : We have, my Lords, a Right to 
enquire into the Management and Difpofal of all publick 
Monies, and we are at prefent the more obliged to exercife 
tius Right, becaufe of the numy enormous Frauds which 
have bm lately difcovered in the Management of the Af- 
£un of fach Companies. I do remember, my Lords, that 
a noble Lord, for whom I have always had a very great 
£l!tcem, (aid laft Year in this Houfe, moH juftly ^"H nmft 
emphatically, that if we did not take Care to py ] 
fnch enormous Abnfes, our Credit woald tv-' 'i 
among our Neighbours Abroad ; Foreignerf v 
cpon the whole Nation to be a perfctTt Deo ' 
Even as to the Company now under our Co^ 
there have been many and loud Compt.^int 
AbuAs in the Management of their A fF:i : ; % 
Complaints, if there were no other Reafoi^ 
an Iniducement for us to enquire into the lat^ 
of their Affairs. Upon fuch Enquiry 1 ho 
plaints wiH appear to be groundlefs ; but it 
the People cannot be fatisfied without ma 
Scrutiny, at leafl into that Part of their AflTd 
Motion I have now made relates to. Wd 
Lords, difcharge our Duty to our Country 
fnch an Enquiry ; and now that I have mad 
I hope it will be agreed to ; for if Jt fl.ould 
the Confequences ; the putting a Neg:iiive upon I 
Qaeftion would certainly injure the publick On 
Nation among Foreigners j " 
Cade of their drawing all 

at once, which would give fuch a Sruck both to the 
Trade and the Credit of this Nation Ui^e i uciBble to 
think of it.' ^^^ _. 

1733 ^ ^^Kr ThCT 




injure the publick Crtdti C/i tijc 

i; it might probjBy be the 

their Montr v our or our FtinJi 



/ 
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AiMo 6. Gco.lT, Then the Earl oi Scarborough fpokc as follows : 

'7>3- Kfy Lords, 

^^^"^^^^ * I am much obliged to the noble Lord who fpoke laft, 
r» 1 of Scaibo- ^o"" ^^** go^ Opinion he has expreflcd of me. It is very 
rcu^. true, I remember it well, that laft Scffion of Parliament I 

f>iki, upon a remarkable Occafion, that Foreigners would 
Took upon us as a Den of Thieves, if proper Care were not 
taken to fee the Affairs of our publick Companies more 
honellly managed than they have been for fome Time : I 
am ftilU my Lords, of the fame Opinion, and as I think 
there i8 no more effedlual Way of making the Managers of 
ft*Gh Companies honeft, than that of frequent Parliamentary 
Enquiries into their Condu^fl, therefore I have always been 
for encouraging fuch Enquiries, and 1 fliall never be againll 
a Propofition for any foch, when it is reafonably offered by 
any Lord in this Houfe : But in the prefent Cafe, my 
Lords, the noble Lord, who nvade the Motion, has not 
only a great deal of Reafon for what he propofes, but, in 
my Opmion, it is abiolutely neceffary for us to agree to 
the PropoPiiion he has made ; for though there were no 
Complamts ag^inll the late Manngement of that Company's 
Affair?, yet the Difpoiiil of that Money, which is now 
moved to be enquired into, feehis- to have been fo dirc^ly 
put under our Care, that we cannot in Honour fhun inak- 
jn^ an c;c*iil Enquiry into it ; and if there is any Reafon 
f !r 4eliiymg *lic Enquiry, it certainly ought to come from 
Eh(j J>iillct>, fir from the Directors of that Company, it 
ciTin^^* ' - prnpcrly from any Lord in this Houle j when' 
inch '3Jic$ to be made to un, wc may then judge, 

t^hethLT >i \- 1 !^ood oneorTiot; but that can be no Reafon 
: our lie l*ivkn*4 to order the Account now moved for to be 
"6>' ' ' ^^ 

;:1 of Ilay fpoke next : 




i^lkit 



^*''*''f *.')' 5 been my Opinion, that when any un- 

'" tion IS made by any Lord in this Houfe, it 

be immediately debated or agreed to, the 

:: :» be adjourned, and a Day appointed fbr 

1 iQ i'to Confideration, that thereby every 

in Opportunity of being fully apprifed of 

nu: which he is to give his Opinion ; fbr 

r*^mplicated Motions, fuch as what wc are 

dc to the Houfe, it is impoflible to undrr- 

Jlnil n'l dj^'nrts of them, and to confider fully the Conie- 

Avhich they may be attended, without having 

pie allowed for thnt Purpose. » • 

V a Part, my Lords, I never (hall be againfl 

Fntj^ :vi there appears any Foundation for the m^alc- 

L * ins 




( is« ) 

ingoffuck'. It is certain that the enquiring flriflly intoAnno6. Geo.ll, 
the Management of Affairs of any Kind, is the n)0<l pro- '"3^ 
per, I may lay the only Way of making the Managers di- 
iigent uid faithful in the I>ircharge of their Duty ; but as 
the making of no Enquiry might be attended with %'ery bad 
Confeqvences, fo the making of too frequent or groundlefs 
Enqaifies might be attended with full as bad, if not worfe : 
Thejnaking of too frequent or groundlefs Enquiries into the 
Management of our Publick Funds, would make Peopled 
Properties in fuch Funds fo precarious, and would keep 
them always i|i fo fiu^uating a Condition, that no Man 
would like to have any Property or Share in them ; and 
therefore, for preferving Publick Credit both at Home and 
Abroad, a Medium ought to be obferved between the two 
Extremes. We are not whenever it (hall pleafe any Lord in 
this Hoofe to move for an Enquiry into the Affairs of any 
of.our publick Companies, wc are not, I fay, my Lords, 
€0 «gr»e immediately with the Motion : We ought firH to 
examine whether there be any Grounds for fuch an En- 
quiry, and w^t may be the Confequences of it, and after 
therooft mature Deliberation we ought then to give our 
Opinions, and to agree with the Motion or difagree as wc 
fee Caufe. Shall we, my Lords, without any C.ijfe or 
Reaibnfbr fo doing, except that of its ber^j: n^nvcJ f^r, 
give the Managers and Servants of a public nvthe 

Troabley and put them to the Expence c; \g^ior 

Months together at this Houfe; of bringfr.g lU^'tr ISouki oi 
Account, their Vouchers and other Papers '^ ^''--v- ^^^ ;,Tid 
thereby put a full Stop to the Bufinefs of th %}* fat 

perhaps a Quarter of a Year at a Time : S ; li i :-. i iccc nf 
Complaifance is not to be expedled by any L 4 J m tlii lioufci 
infteabd of fupportine, it would molicertaliJy ^uin oil MAh 
ner of pablick Credit whatfcever. 

* As to the Enquiry now moved for, I tl ■ 
Lords, but that it may be neceifary 4 I ci^^ 
that there may be very fufHcient Rcafons u>i our ^ 
immediately for fuch an Account* but f car: mi fo <: 
determine myfelf either one Way or the oL-icr : i 

Aftair that has fo long lain over, and at the i.imc Ti 

an Afikir of fuch Confequence, that I do n t :'; t 

yoor Lordfliips ought to determine yourklvc^^^^^^i. 

All dioie who have ^not before confide red ^^iflHPP^ 

Oiighc to have fome time allowed them fnr ih-^^r^- ^ 

and therefore, my Lords, I (hall move, [ r. the I 

upon the Motion now made, bythatnobit- Loni, m^) i^i . 

adjoan^i only 'till To-morrow: This, n»y Lords, h io p 

(hort yjDelay, that I hope none of your LardH^iip will W 

9^nil it.' R 2 

1733. 1*hcii 
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AiiAo6.Geo.II Debt due to them by chcPublick, their Stock could not be 
^^33- increafed without increaitng the Debt of the Publick, and 

C/*V"'^J confequently the Annuity due to them from the Pub1ick» 
which could not have been done unlefs the whole Produce 
I of thofe EdaCes had been paid into the Publick by Way of a 
new Loan, and this was no Way the Intention of that Ait. 
In the X3th of hi& late Majefty the Truilees appointed by 
that A&, brought into this Houfe an Account of the Pro- 
duce of the Eilates and EfFefb of the faid late Diredors, as 
•by the faid A6t they were directed to do, and the faid Mif- 
takc having been then difcovered, a new Ad was then made 
for amending the former } but even that new Ad was found 
not to be fufficient, and therefore a new Application was 
made to Parliament for an Explanation of that Ad, which 
)ail Application was made only in the firft Year of his pre- 
fent Majetty, and confequently but four Years ago ; and af- 
ter that Matter was thus fully explained by Parliament, it 
was neccilary to allow the Diredors fome Time to apply the 
faid Produce, according to the Diredions of the fevcral Laws 
made for that Purpofe. I hope they have by this Time ap- 
plied it accordingly ; but it appears that the Affair is fo far 
from having lain over, or from having been necleded by 
your Lordihips, that I do not fee how we could have cal- 
led for this Account foonen 

* This AlFair therefore cannot but be frcfh in every 
L J,'y Memory^ and the Motion now made feems to me to 
\ •\ of Courfe ; for by the Ad of the 7th of the late 

y I Vullec^ T* ere direded to lay before your Lord- 

cQunc of the Produce of thofe forfeited Eilates ; 
..,^. ^^.,, Jhigly li^i fo ; but, I hope, my Lords, it is not 
:o be imagined that your Lordfhips are to go no further: 
Arc tiot you in Consequence to fee that this Produce has been 
^ilud valid fcgulj I ' «Tpplied, and adually dillributed among 




t that Company, according to the Diredi- 

f the 1 3ih of his late Majeily, and the firft 

m M ,cih- ? The Thing is in itfelf fo clear, that 

J hci.r .tny Lord ask for Time to confider of it. 

w Lc: rJ ^ , to ask for Time to confider whether we 

.: \i. !iu n ^vas certainly intended by thofe Laws we 

• uo [inquiry into the AfFiirs of the Swih-Sca 

...^ , ji ib only calling for an Account of Difchargr, 

pvver ihat Acco Lint of Charge which is now upon our 

* Iti Matte t; of Importance and Intricacy I (hall always 
he im proceed n- whh Deliberation, and for taking Time 
to coriititT hcunc we come to any Rcfolution ; but, my 
! 'IdibcrJie upon, and to uke Time to confider a- 

b ;Vir whiLh ail the World muft fee is an AfRdr of 

Courfe, 



( '35 ) 
Ctwrfe, is inconfiftent with the Honour and the Dignity of A""® ^* Oto.lU 
this Hoafe, and therefore I (hall be againft taking any Time ^^^^*iZ?llL- 
to confider of this Motion, or adjourning the Debate for ^*^^^^^ 
that Purpofe. 
The Earl of Ilay fpoke next as follows : . , r »i 

Mj Lords. ^ Karl .filar. 

' I now find that thofe Lords, who at prefent feem to be 
of the other Side o£ the QueHion, have confidcred this Affair 
before this Motion was made : They have mentioned feve- . 
ral Laws relating to it, and feem to be fo well acquainted 
with the feveral Qaofes of them, that I muft beg Leave to 
think, that they have lately had this Affair under their Con- 
fiderarion, and have perufed the feveral Laws they have 
now mentioned. Now, my Lords, as I have not lately con- 
iidered any of thofe Laws, as I never have confidered them 
with a View to the Queftion now before us, therefore I de- 
fire only till To-morrow to look over thofe A6ls of Parlia- 
ment which have been mentioned, that I may be upon an 
equal Footing with thofe Lords who feem to be for agree- 
ing with this Motion. I have a very great Regard for their 
Opinion, and it is very probable that i (hall To-morrow be 
of the fame Opinion with them ; but in all Matters of Im- 
portance every Lord ought to examine by himfelf the Af- 
fiir about which he is to give his Opinion, ana :\iwT i:c has ^ 

fuHy &tisiied himfelf about the Af&ir in Hand, he ought 
then to vote for that which appears to him to bf right : 1 his 
is the Method, my Lords, which I (hall always obfer ve ; 
and when any Thing comes before this Houfet that I &m 
not folly fatisfied about, I (hall never he afhained to aik 
(bme (hort Delay, that I may have Time to examine the At- 
£iir to the Bottom, before I give my Opitiion cither upon 
one Side of the Queftion or the other. 

' As I have fai3, my Lords, I (hall n^vcT be ngsinft anv 
Enquiries of this Nature, when I can fee but the leall 
Ground for them at the Time they arc propofr^ ^ - it 
fuch Enquiries be precipitantly gone into, 1 d w 

where they may end, I do not know what fatal 
ees may be thereby produced. There rtrc in t 
my Lord5, feveral other Companies, befKhs thi 
Company; we have likewife an EaJf-Lt^iaConi 
it is well known that that Company h^s been, lor thei'e 
twenty Yean, reprefented by fomc People as a fiankntpi 
Company, yet I believe they always have been, and areliitl 
in very good Circumftances. There h:ive Ijkewilb hrcu 
great Complaints, and many Infinuations thrown out 
the Management of the Bank : Surely, my Lof*^ = 
not, upon every Suggeflion within Dorr^, or 
idle and groundleis Clacnpur without Doors ^o.^. 
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Lord Carteret. 



Anno6.Gco.n. Trade and Credit of aYiy 6nc of oar great Companies to tie 
*733« whole World. Such a Manner of Proceeding might expofe 
both the Trade and the Credit of every one of oar Compa- 
nies to inumerable DifHculties and Dangers. In all trading. 
-, Companies, as well as in the Trade of private Men, there 
are fome Tranfadions which, tho* exa£Uy honeft and jufl, 
ought not to bis ticpoftd to publick View, becaufe Strangers 
might thereby be let into the Myfleries of their Trade, by 
which they would be enabled to undermine them, and to 
difappoint; even their beft-concerted ProjeAs ; for which 
Reafon, my Lords, I (hall always be of Opinion, that no 
fuch Enquiry ought to be fet on Foot, without fome more 
folid Foundation than that of an idle Clamour : No fuch 
Enquiry ought ever to be refolved on by this Houfe without 
the moft mature Deliberation.* 
' Then J.ord Carteret i^kt thus : 
My Lords, 
* What is now moved for is no Enquiry ; it has already 
been fo fully explained, that it cannot in any Senfe be taken 
to be an Enquiry into the Affairs of that Company. Bot, 
my Lords, if an Enquiry had been moved for, I (hould have 
afked for no Time to confider whether or no I ought to 
liave agreed to it. The Complaints and the Clamours a^ 
gainfl; thelnte Management of the Affairs of that Company, 
ha\ e been fo kiud and To general, that I think we are, in 
JujUcetothe NatiuT^ in Juftice even to the Gentlemen who 
h:\vc bf^ti coiicetned in the Management of that Coropa- 
n; , obliged to enquire into their Affairs : If upon 

ii ; y it comes out, as I hope it will, t'hat their AA 

i - cen honeftly and carefully managed, it will be a 

V. ;i of the Charadlers ofthofe Gentlemen who have 

bceri ca«ceintd j nnd if the contrary (hould appear,, the fopn^ 

rr ^* — ^ inioihrit Knquiry, the more fpeedy JufUce will be 

t- Injitiv<\ and many evil Confcquences may be 

I' Why ihould we, my Lords, (hew fuch a Ten* 

^ ;! fuch :^ Concern for the Chara6ters of fome 

V !l?ould we be fo cautious of making any 

r Management ? I mufl think that we 

I ihcin i.o great Honour ; it betokens a Jealouiy, 

Rquiry will explain and confirm what has been fa 

larmilcd. 

Sate CLimours againft the Management of that 

" T:iiri^ nre no. idle Clamours : They fcem to be 

ed th3n I could wi(h. Do not we aD kno\^, 

; not publickJy and certainly known, that the 

"laE Company have had lately above Six pe^ 

apital annihilated for the Payment of a Part 

pt> ? Could it have been imagined, that that 

Company 




{ «}7 ) 
Company had (o moch Debt, more than tbek Money and Anno 6. Oeo.tX* 
Effc^ in Trade could have anfwercd I It can hardly be ^)L ^ 
thought, that that Debt has been all contraQed fince the t^YxJ 
Year 1 72 1 ; and if it was contracted before that Time, it 
was a Crime to conceal it from Parliament 1 for if it had then 
been known, (he Parliament would certainly have exprefly 
ordered the Produce of the Direflon Eflates, as well as the 
Stock then andifpofed of, to have been applied towards 
Pajrment of the Debts of the Company, inftead of ordering 
them to be divided among the Proprietors. This was the 
only proper Way of applying both, in cafe the Company 
had any Debt at that Time : And if the Debt has been all 
oontraded fince that Time, the publicic is entitled, and we 
have Reafoi^, to enquire how it came to be fo. The Debts 
of every one of our Companies ought to be publickly 
known. Dp not we know that their Debt is by Law a 
Mcfxtgitgt upon their Stock, and the concealing of that 
Debt is a Fraud apon every ignorant Perfon who becomes a 
Parchafer after the contrading of their Debt ? It is as much 
a Fraud upon fuch a Parchafer, as it would be to fell a 
mortgaged £ibite» without acquainting the Purchafer that 
there was fuch a Mortgage npon it. 

* As to the Eaft-lndia Company, my Lords, I wifh an 
Soquiry had been made into their A^Tairs when they hit ap- 
piiol to this Houfe for a Prolongation of th«ir Term : It 
was then that we ought to have made an Enquiry ; It is true^ 
we then negleded it, but I hope fuch an Enquiry was mzd^ 
by thofe concerned in the Adminiftration ; k was their Duty [r> 
do ib before they agreed to the Bargain i\\u was then made 
with the Dire^Uxrs of that Company ; iftheydid not, I f^ialK^l- 
ways look upon fuch a Negle^ in them as 3 Crime cfz veq 
high Nature. I can fee no evil Confequcrice of letting, 
leaft, the general Circumftances of a Conip:^ny be publickl^ 
known : I am fure, that as to the Eafi Jrd'm Companj, 
would have prevented fome very odd Praftkcs whidihare 
been lately made ufe of : The I)ire6tor.% or perbgH^'TonW 
few of the Direflors of that Company, wcr^ 
only Perfons that were, for half a Year togc t ! 
of that Company*s not being in a CondiLion 
their former Dividend ; fuch a Secret wns fLilEcie ^_ 

Man» or for any fmall Number of Men to plunder . 

Fellow-Subje&s at Pleafure, and to make to themielves wh^it y^ 

Eliaces they had a Mind. We know that there were but ^ i \ 

few Men in this Secret, and that at a Time when tlie Wcrli! ^ 

generally believed, when Methods were adurilly 121I' 
make all Mankind believe, that rtiat Cr 'rp^ny was r , 
moft floari(hing Stiue, and that they wou^^ have bee 
have continued their Dividend ot 8 fir U.7f, f"?" 
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Annc6.Geo.li. Years. By thcfc Methods, My Lords, we faw how that 
Stock was run up to a very high Price ; we faw how it fell 
down again aJmoft soper Cent, in three Months Time, by 
which Management we may believe that Millions were loft 
and won ; we mny judge who were the Winners ; they 
perhaps were but few in Number, but we may certainly con- 
clude, that many innocent Perfons were thereby undone. 
And while fuch Practices arc fo publickly and fo openly car- 
ried on, fhall we fit in this Houfe and fee them pafs unpunifhed ? 
But, my Lords, this is not the Queflion now before us : The' 
Qucllion now before us is, whether or no we (hall call for 
an Account of Difcharge as to a particular Affair, in order 
to anfwer the Account of Charge, which was fome Years 
ago laid upon our Table in purfuance of an A£l of Parlia- 
ment : Surely this is a Quellion that requires no Time to 
ccnfider of, and therefore 1 fhall be againil Adjourning the 
Debate. 

Lord Falmouth fpoke next : 

My Lordsy 
* I am, inclined to be for adjourning the Debate 
'till To-morrow, but when I tell your Lordfhips my Rea- 
fon,^ I hope you will not think that I am againft any Enqui' 
ry into the Affairs of the 5^«/^-. 9 ^a Company ; for I am 
fo \\\\j\.\\ Li i]v r^ced of the Nectflify and Benefit of fuch En 
qiiirksi and of the Propriety of the Motion now made to us, 
th.xt, I hnjje» uo Lord in this Houfe will, after due Confi- 
de rntion, be iigninft it ; and therefore I wifli it were pot off 
^ " ! arrow in order that it may then be unanimoufly 



Ld. Falmouth. 



I 



Iht rnrl or//7;/f^r^tf, and the Earl of 5/rtf^r^ fpoke 

F. ot ^''^*^'^^- ffit- the M nion, and againft adjourning. At latt the Quc- 

IIFoiJ. '^^^^'^ ^^^ adjourning the Debate 'till next Day was put, and 

\\ r^nVd in t^e Negative 35 againft 31 ; after which the 

^va* |. :(r, to agree to the Motion, which was carried 

rin rivc without any Divifion ; and accordingly 

fche Soutb'SeaComitany were ordered to lay 

■M before the Houfe. 

Lords voted upoti this Queftion, 
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For the MofiOM, 
X! .U K E S. Bo/tort, Bndgeivaterp Kent, Montroje, 

M A R '^i^U I S. T^^eedale 

E A R L S, Berkjhire, Buchan, Chefterftld^ Co- 

I itzv^alter^ Ker^ Macclesfield, Marchffiont^ 

■ : ofif Pom/ret, Pn/hes, Scarborough, Sha/tj- 

. SUfir, Strafford^ Thanct, Ifarrington, 

. . : C < ' U N T S. Cobham,Falmouih,Tadcafer. 

Barons. 
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BARONS- Bathurft, Bruct, CarUreU C/inton^ An:\n 6. GcoAh 
BISHOP. Lincoln, (a) w^-^r^v^ 

Againft the MotUn, 

DUKES. Ancafter^ T>tv9njblte^ Ne^wcaftU, Rut- ^^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^^ 

^^' gainft it. 

EARLS. Alhemarle<t djhhttmham^ Qnvper, Cranv^ 

ford^ Dunmorff Hallifax^ Jerfey^ Ilay^ Morton^ Sei- 

kirk^ Wiimington, 
VISCOUNTS. Lonrdale, Torrington. 
BARONS. Ahergofven'my, Byron, De la Wsr^ 

Harrington^ Hobart^ Loofel, Lprn, Walpole, 
BISHOPS. London, (b) ' and Jive Bijhofs more. 

• This Account was accordingly brought in, and ordered ... 
to be akcn into Confideration on the 24th o^ May. On '^*'* /'"*. ^^^- 

itx r i^-vi itr'jn Counts t<ikcn in- 

that Day, as loon as the Order was read, the Lord Bat- toCunfidcration, 

hurjl floixd up to fpeak, but the Duke of Ne^-caftle Handing 

np about the fame Time, the Lord C/^ance/Ior pointed to Debate thereon. 

the Duke of Newca/le, and the Lord Bathurjl not offering ^ cartcrct. 

to fit down. Lord Carteret ftood up, and faid. That if * 

there was any Dtfpute which Lord was to fpeak, the I^rd 

Chancellor vtzs not to dcterniine the Quell i^n, b 

nioQ of the Houfe was to be asked upon it ^ TH 

Part he was fure the noble Lord hy him v*dis up iQms. Ti.uC 

before the noble Duke. 

Then the Lord Batburft flood up and faid : ^^ ijEhnnl. 

My Lords^ 

defire to fpeak to Order. When ai y Lord mjiVof % 
Motion upon which there follows any Order or Rcrafution 
of this Houfe, and a Day 'is appointed for Liking that Or- 
der orRefolution into Coniideration, it h?' ^Iwnv^ ^"'"" '^e 
Cudoro of this Houfe, out of Complaifancf. 10 the y 

made the Motion, to hear him firft ; been, f .St ^ 1 

peded that he has fomething to hy^ or ff^n 
ro make in Confequence, or in Explan^rhM 
he had before made ; therefore, my Lord 
Honour to move for the Account you are no ,v to 
your Confideration, I think I have now a Tirle 
heard, even tho' I h.id not been firft up.' 

Upon this the Duke fl/Newcaftle fate d^-.m. 
Lord Bathurft tuent on as follonvs : 

• I had, my Lords, the Honour to movr f'^^ t1*^ ' '* 
mnv before us^'and your Lordihips were !■ 
ply with my Defire. The Intention. oJ n 

(aj Dr. Rxhard Reynddt. (b) Dr. EJir.^i.d tiiU;:fl, 





( Uo) 
Anno 6.Ge6. IT. ^^^^ T®"' Lordftips might fee that the Produce of the Diirc- 
1733, ' tors Eflates in the Year 1 720, had been regularly and Burly 
K^y^/^'^i^ applied^ according to the Dire^onsof the feveral Laws made 
for that Purpofe 1 and firom the Account brpught in, and 
now under our Confideration, I think, it moft plainly ap- 
pean, that not fe much as one Shilling of that Money has 
. Dcen fo applied. To me it appears from that Account that 
the large Sum of Money, arifing from thefe forfeited Efiaies, 
had been all diflributed among the Proprietors by Way of 
Dividend, even before the Application was made to Parlia- 
ment in the 1 3th Year of hk late Majefiy*s Reign for Direc- 
tions how to apply it ; and therefore, my L^ds, I mufl 
take the Liberty to move to your Lordfhips^ that it may be 
refolved, That the difpofing of any of that Money by way 
of Dividend, and without any Order or Direction of a gene- 
ral Court for that Purpofe, was a Violation of the Ad of 
Parliament made for diredling the Difpofal thereof, and a 
manifeft Injuftice done to the Proprietors of that Stock, 
p. of Newcaftle. Then the Duke of NewcafiU fpoke : 
My Lords f 
' It is my Opinion that a narrow Scrutiny Into the Affair 
now before us is abfolutely neceffary : This, my Lords, I 
am now fo firmly perfuaded of, cfpecially fince the bringing 
in the Account now under our Coimderation, that no Man 
1^ can be n^ore heartily inclined to enter into fuch Scrutiny 
tlian T am ; but this Account, which the prefent Diredors 
h^veUicl before- us is foconfiifed, and fo obfcure, that, to 
me» it is ahogcUier unintelligible : I do believe there is not 
a Lord in this Houfe who wHl fay that he thoroughly uq^ 
' icrllnnds k ; ar.d therefore, I do not think that it can be a 
proper Foundation for the Motion the noble Lord has beea 
pJcafed to mike, or for any other Motion. An Enquiry 
into the Difpofal of the Produce of the forfeited Eftatesof 
the Dired^ors in the Year 1720, is certainly a very proper 
En^plry for this Houfe ; but then, my Lords, for the 
Honour and Dignity of the Houfe, we ought not to proceed 
upotiarsy fuch !uii|Ljiry ^till we have all proper Materials be^ 
fofe Uit t and tbe^refore, I hope your Lordfhips will agree 
u ' I the Motion I am to make before you proceed any 

f. his Affair, 

* J iic prcient Dire£lor8 of that Company have indeed 
^h'zn m^n Account, but that Account is fo imperfe^ and 
fo indiAinfl, E^nc it cannot be looked on as any fort of Com- 
pliiiTiCi" ujth your Lordlhip late Order. What may have 
Li-^ii tlitir Rt .i.>r.s for giving U3 fuch an Account I fhall 
re V^riui.. , (I L if it was either to conceal the Crimes of 
t< ■ > ^oAd the Innocent with Jealoufies and Saf«^ 

yw*%..i ; . .-^ , n\ Cither Cafe, your Lprdihios will inforce 

your 



( »4« ) 
your own Orders, and obHge them to dear up what tpptar* Aam€.Oe^U. 
to be obfcure in the Account they have already given in. It ^IJI^l^m 
is iacnmbent apon as, my Lords, always ta fee our own ^•^^^^^ 
Orders punAaally obeyed, but efpedally when they relate 
CD the difcovering of thofe that are guilty, or to the Vindi** 
cation of diofe that are unjoftly fufpeded of Crimes : This 
forelv is the next Step your Lordihips ought to take in this 
Affiur ; and therefore I fliaU move. That the prefent Di- 
redors of that Company may be ordered to lay before this 
HoaSc, a fiuther and more diftindt Account how that Money 
has been difpoied of.* 
The Earl of Chefterfitld QxJce next : 

My £#r/r, E. of Chdbr. 

' I am glad to fee the Effi:^ that the bringing infieU. 
of this Account, obfcure as it is, has produced. I find 
that ibme Lords, who at firfl feemed to want no Informati- 
on in this Affair, who at £rft appeared to be againft any 
fuch Enquiry, are now for making a thorough Enquiry into 
that whole Affair, and are for having a full Information of 
efery particular Circumftance relating to theDifpofal of that 
Mmey. I am, my Lords, of the fame Opinion, and there- 
fore I look upon the Motion made by the noble Duke to be 
a very proper Motion : I (hall mod heartily join with him 
in that Motion ; but then, my Lords, I think it is Time 
enough to come to that Motion after the Motion made by 
the noble Lord is agreed to ; the noble D u kc ' s Mo c ion ou g h t ^ 
to be the concluding Motion of this D ly. The Account J 
laid before us is, it is true, obfcure and luJiffln^, but let 
ns make as much of it as we can before we np^k for fttiy fur- 
ther Account. Even this obfcure Account is fafiiciciit to 
raifc a Sufpidon in every Lord of this Ho-jfe, that the Pro- 
duce of thofe Directors Eftates has not b^:eTl difpofed of, ac- 
cording to the Directions of the Adlof Parliamtnt miA^ for ^ 
that Purpofej and therefore I muft think. \\\ w ^. 
thence lufficicnt Ground for the Refoluti u. ^ 
We may then examine this Account a lifLc larti. 
laft wc may come to the Motion made by the n< 



i' 



and may then give fuch particular Order :ind 

relating to the feveral Articles which we wrrjr to 

ed up, that the prefent Diredlors may Icnow liow, :iiid miJI \ 

beneceflarily obliged to lay a clear and tiifibid A(xmi*ii '>^ ^ 

that whole Affiir before us, if any fuch can be hnd^EE Jb >^i 

therefore be for the Motion made by th;.* nob!c I^B, ra^i \ 

at laftl will join with the noble Duke in chi^ Ivlotion he i) i^ ^ 

made.' 



i 



Anoo 6.Geo. II. The Earl of Scarborough fpoke thus : 

»733. My Lords, 

t/^V"\J * As to the Motion made by the noble Duke, I (ball join 
Earl of[Scarbo-in it with all my Heart, as foon as I think it is proper for 
'ough, ug tQ come to Aich a Motion, or to make fuch an Order. I 

do no doubt but that the noble Duke who made the Moti- 
on is mod zealous in the Affair now before us ; his Grace 
has declared fo, and therefore I make no manner of 
Doubt of it, becaufe I am fully convinced of the Hon- 
our and Integrity of that noble Duke ; he never did profefs 
any Thing but what were his real Sentiments, and I am 
perfuaded the Motion he has made proceeds from a fincere 
and an ardent Defire of coming at the Bottom of the Affair 
now before us. I am always forry when I differ in the lead 
from him ; but in the prefent Cafe my Opinion happei^s to 
be different ; I do not think that what he propofes ought to 
be the firft Step we are next to take in the Aftir before us. 
As to this, my Lords, I am at prefent of a different Opini- 
on, and tho^ I may, and fhall always be ready to change niy 
Opinion upon a better Information ; yet my Opinion, while 
it is my Opinion, I will not give up even to him for whom 
I have the greateil Regard and Meem. 

* As we have, my Lords, already an Account before us, it 
is my Opinion, that we ought to examine that Account be- 
^ fc^ fore we order ai>y farther Account to be laid before us. If 
^^ihere i« ary TJiing obkure in the Account we now have bc- 
.' fore OS, tilt; Genilcman who figns it is attending at the 
n.nnrt AT. 1 \Tvt^^■r \ -^nrdfhips Call him in, and examine hinif 
c CO give you a farther Light into the 
i.j.iLLL, jitihiiju , i... may be able to explain all or moll of 
the Articles that appe:ir to be obfcure in the Account now 
I cnder your Confidennion ; and if, at laft, there fhall remain 
•so Obrcurity in the Account before you, your Lordfliips 
Vmay then make a new Order for the Diredlors to bring in a 
tfiti-l^rr, 3 more cki^r and diftindl Account : You will then, 
i en, Ix able to give fuch particular Orders as 
ArtivVi ihat remain obfcure, as cannot bemif- 
' the Directors. We have, my Lords, by our 
called for an Account how that Money was 
iind if we (hould only renew that Order wlth- 
fanic r.tw and particular Dlre^lions, the fecond 
?.)\ and psobably will be more obfcure than the 
K-rcforfr, it\y Lords, that we may be able to 
It^^ Hivr Jul!- p.iriicLiLir Dircdlions as may be eafily un- 
^ " ^ ' rhe Direflors, I mull move for calling in 
, .ind rx[imining him as to the fcveral Arti- 
iccoant.' 

The 



( 143 ) 
The Duke of Movr^^Zf got op again, and thanked theAnao6.Geo.ir. 
the noble Lord who had fpoke hSt for the good Opinion he i733* 
had exprefTed of him, • That noble Lord (fays his Grace) V.^'^V^V-/. 
cannot have a better Opinion of me than I have of hiin : 
There is no Man more folly convinced of that noble Lord^s 
Honour and Sincerity than I am, becaofe there is no Man, 
I believe, knows him better.* 
Then Ijord Carteret Hood up and fpoke to this £fre4l : 

Mj Lords, ^^ Carteret. 

' I (hall readily join with the noble Doke in the Motion he 
has made, as foon as it is proper for this Houfe to go upon 
that Motion. It moft be confeiTed, that the Account now 
before us is a v>ry imperfect and indiilind Account ; whe- 
ther this be the Efiedl of Negled or Defign I fhall not de- 
termine, bot I moft fay, my Lords, wherever I fee an Ob- 
fcority In Accounts I am apt to fufped fome indirect Prac- 
tices ; however, notwithftanding the Obfcurity of the Ac- 
count now under our Confideration as to fome other Parts, 
it cannot be faid that it is obfcure as to that Part to which 
the Motion made by the noble Lord refers. It muft be 
granted, it has not I think been fo moch as denied by any 
Lord in this Houfe, but that the difpofing of that Mone)' by 
way of Dividend among the Proprietors, without any Or- 
ders or Directions of a general Court for that Piirpofe, was 
a Violation of the A£l of Parliament, and a m amM. J nj uf* -^ 
tice done to the G>mpany : And it is plain that, m^e Ac^^' 
count now before us, there does not appear any Ortiei or 
Diredion for the Difpofal of that Money: There appears 
to us nothing but an Order for the TruElec!i tr» deliver that iA 
Money over to the Directors ; and for ih.\% Rcafon wrought 
now to decUre our Opinion as to this M.\ctcr, that the pre- 
fent Directors, in the making up of a new Account, miy be 
fafficiently inftrufted as to that Article, and that thev mniy 
be directed to report clearly to us, whether or r 
any Order of a general Court for the Difporv! 
ney ; if there was any proper Order lor r sr 

coming to a Refolution, according to x\w \ 
tion, can aife^ no Man ; and if there ^c^^ 
Order, thofe who difpofed of that Monty oiuii ^. -v;. uv 
ferve, and, I hope, will meet with a much higher Cet^ 
fore. 

* For the Sake of the Honour and Dignity of this H« it- 
we ought, my Lords, immediately to corne fo 
firong Resolutions in the Affair now before st-; \ 
in of fttch an Account feems to be a triffi lp/ 
and if your LordQiips now rcfufe, or ev^^n . 
thing further in this Affair *till yon ti tv 
given in, it will be thought to be a throw! 

m tjpTjn 
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Amio6.0eo.n. upon the Enqnuy now before us. Yonr LonMhips may de- 
dare what you plcafe as to your WilKngncfs to enter upon 
an Enquiry into this A^Tair, but the putting it off without 
coming to any Refolution *till yQtt^4iaveancw Account from 
the Diredlors, will without Doojrs be looked on as a Waving 
of the Enquiry propofed 1 and this Opinion will the more 
readily, and the more generally prevail, becaufe it is now 
fo near the End of the Seffion, that this new Account can 
hardly be expelled to be brought in during this Seffion of 
Parliament. 

* By the Account now before us it appears, that upwards 
of a,ooo,ooo 1. Sterling Money was pard and delivered by 
the Truftces to the Dircdlon of that Company in the Year 
1729, and it likewifc appears, that it was never brought to 
theCompany*8 Account *tUl the Year 1732. For God*s- 
Sake, my Lords, what became of that great Sum of Money 
during that long Interval, the very Intereft of it in that 
Time amounts to above ioo,oco 1. which is a Sum, that 
Company itfclf would certainly have looked after, if they 
had not been either very negligent of their own Al^irs, or 
under an Influence to which 1 £all not give the Name it de^ 
ferves ; but whatever may be the Cafe as to the Company, 
we ought to confider the Widows and the fatherlefs Infants 
who have no Vote at their general Courts, and for the Sake 
ofthofe we ought to enquire what became of this Money 
for fo confiderable a Time : As to this and all the other 
Articles of this Account, the Gentleman who iigns it, and 
who is ROW atrending at our Door, canf without doubt fully 
inform us, and rh^refore, I ftiall join with the noble Lord 
by mc, in the Motion he has made for having him called in 
and examined.' 

The Earl of Ili^y fpokc next as follows : 
My Lat^f, 

* Since your I.ordfhips feem to be all of Opinion, that tho 
Account laid before us by the prefent Dire^ors of the 
Sottth'Sin Con) piny, in purfuance of our late Order, is a 
very mdiiUn^ Account, I think the firft Thing you ought 
to do IS to fee > our Order as fully comdied with as pofiiUe, 
By year Lordihips former Order, the Direftors were orderr 
cd 10 lay before }'ou all the Orders of General Courts made 
fordircftin^ [he Difpofal of that Money, and I find they 
have givi'ti un no Account of any Order relating to that Afi 
f;ijV, but of one only, which, for what I know, may be all 
ihr OrtJers thr> have to (hew ; but they ought, at leaft, to 
}i If there is any other Order relating to the 
h Money, it ought to be laid before us, and 
h iiicr« arc nofic oiher, we ought certainly to be oflured of 
Ji m a proper W.xy, before we proceed any further in this 

Affair 
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Affiur : 'Till we have from the Dire^ors all the Infbrma- Anno 6. Gco.ll* 
tion wc can poffibly get, it will be irregular to come to any ^733 
Refolution, or to call ary Witnefs to be examined at the ~ ^ 
Bar ; and in every Affair that comes before this Houfe, I 
hope your Lordfhips will always be careful of doing nothings 
but what is regabr and jufl, without any Regard to whuc 
may be faid without Doors. 

* From the Account before us, it indeed appenrs, that 
the Money was paid in by the Truflees to the Directors in 
the Year 1729, and that it was not brought to the Compa- 
ny's Account *tillthe Year 1732; and. I do not know but 
that Mr. De Gols^ who figns this Account, and who is now 
attending atyourDoori may be able to inform you as to 
what became of that M ney in the interim. But, my Lords, 
it is not from Mr. De Gols that we want an Account, it is 
from the Dircftors of that Company that we ought to be 
informed of all ihefe Matters ; and after the Dircdlors 
have told us, that they can give us no further Information, 
we may then examine them, we may examine their Ser- 
vants, we may examine whatever Witneflcs we think pro- 
per, at the Bar of this Houfe, as to the Truth of the fevcral 
Articles of the Accounts given in by the Direftors, and like- 
wife as to the clearing up and explaining fuch Articles as 
may, at Laft, remain obfcure. 

• As to any Lord's having at Hrfl appeared ag|iftil cal- 
ling for the Account now under our Co nfi deration, fdo l jt- 
know that any Lord did appear agaiEiA it : When the firH 
Motion was made relating to this Atfjlrp it appeared tohei 
Motion of fuch Confequencc, that feveral Lorfi* wpr^^-^H- 
rous of fomc Time to confidcr of it, bui it is tot ' :^ 
to be inferred, that they were again l^ c.Vl ling iiur* ^... ,^ck 
Account: They defiredonly till next Day to ccpAJItofitf 
their aflung for fuch. a Ihort Time w:i^ a Pi oof ctfrFi'-r r - 
being againft it, and if they had ;;cl tii t Tinn 
woold, I believe, have been as mucli io/ 
were who had confidercd of the Affiir it 
was made. The Event, my Lords, Shew . 
in the Right in afking for fomc Tiint co v f ih 
the Affair had been better confidcn-d ut hril 
would perhaps have been made more particu'. 
the Return to it would, in all Probability, hri^ 
diftind and dear : Wc ftiould then have been aL 
proceeded without any- Lofs of Time, but rs tl] 
fbnds, 1 think, it would be very irregular ro f 
making of Refolutions, or ,to examv:;e %Vitnc 
have the Matter further cleared up i unci ihcrel 
for putting the previous QueOion ;i* il- ihc Moj 
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D. of Montrofe, 
tl.ofTwccdalc, 
t. of Wmchcl- 
fca. 

1^. of Maich- 
mont. 

E. of Cholinon- 
4elcy. 

Ld. Vc h War 
LU. Love I. 
Lord King, 
/{p. of Bangor. 
Ld. CarUrct*- 




the noble Lord, and if that paiTes in thd Negative^ as t 
hope it will, I (hall be for agreeing with the Motion made 
by the noble Duke.' 

The Duke of Montrofe^ the Mafquis of Ttveedale, the 
Earl of Wlnchelfea, and the Earl of Mdrcbmonty fpoke for 
calling in Mn De Gols ; and the Earl of Cb^hHonJeley^ the 
Lord De la IVoTy the Lord Lo'vel^ the Lord Aiff^ , and the 
Bifliop of B^iftgor, fpoke againft it. The previous Queftion 
was then going to be put as to Lord BathurjP^ Motion, but 
the Lord Carteret got up, and fpoke to Order j That as Mr. 
De Gols was then attending at the Door by virtue of their 
I.ord(h"ips Order^ and a noble Lord having moved for cal- 
ling him in, he thought, that according to the Rules of Pro- 
ceeding in that Houfe, the Qijeftion that ought to be firft 
put was, Whether or rto Mr. De Gols fhould be called in ? 
And that it was certainly proper he fhonid be exanuned be- 
fore they proceeded even to make an Order for bringing in 
a further Account, for that they would thfcreby be enabled 
to give much more particular and diAindt Direftions, how 
that further Account fhoald be framed, than they could o- 
therways do : That if they went upon ifTuingout a new Or- 
der before they examined that Gentleman, the feme Thing 
might happen, which a noble Lord fecmed to think had be- 
fore happened by their making the firft Order in that Affair, 
•withotif takiiig Time to confider of it i the f)ircAofs would 
no more iinderfland their fecond Order, than they had nn- 
d: "^-^-^ he firfl; and thus (fays his Lordfhip) We fhall 
h "nd Return as indiftinft and as obfcure as the firft. 

m thii Qiicflioii 25 to Order, the Lord Carter ei*% Opinion 
w;is fupportcd by the tarl of Wincbelfea and tbe.Loxd 
Biithmji I and it was oppofed by the Duke of Ne^Mcdftle, 
rf of //,7r, nnd the Lord De la War, Then the Earl 
] \:^, and faid. That for avoiding the l>i{l 
I, tie would be far putting the pfeviours 
iio Motion made by the noble Lord, and 
I M give his Negative, as he would likewife 
ious Qacflion as to the Moti^made by the 
tju.,-v> .i. Order to come at the Motion made for cal-* 
ifJPfr. De G^A, which he would certainly agree to. 
iiflji the M.uc]^uis oi^'weedale flood up and faid : 

:i.m of the fame Opinion with the noble Lord who 
i. U T I think that what his Lordfhip has propofed is a 
r Meihod for avoiding all Difputes about Order i 
;.i I for cnlling in Mr. De Gols, and examining him 

,be|o^ ev^y Tiling elfe ; therefore, if you put the previoas 
QueftioTi 25 to the iiril Motion that was made,- 1 hope it will 
f*fi ill the Nign Live; then," my Lords, wc may regularly, 

and 
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aad wkhoat any DifpuCe as to Order, put the previous Anno 6. Oeo.if, 
Queflioa as to the Motion made by the npble Duhe ; to '7|3- 
that Que&ion I fhall likewifc give my Negative, and I hope O^^V'XJ 
all the Lords who are for having Mr. De Gols called in and 
examiDed, will do the fame, that fo it may likewife pafs in 
the Negative^ and* thus both the Hril: Motions being poll-. 
p(m*d, we come oext of Cour-fe to the third Morion, 
which was that for calling in Mr. De Gols, to which 1 fhall 
moft heartily gtv.e my Affirmative'. 

Hereupon the previous Queflion was put as to- the Motion 
made by the L^rd Batbm^, which pafsM in the N^gativa 
without any Diviiioa, Then the previous Queilion wa& put 
upon the Moti.Qn make by the Duke of Ne^-wcaJlU, upon 
which the Ho^fe divided. As this Diviiion was a very re- 
markable oae, we ^taXi give a Lift of the Lords who were 
prefenty and voted in this. Queflion* 

The Lords who upon this previous Queflion voted in the 
Negative, and were confequently for the calling in of Mr^ 
De Gols were 

DUKES. Somerfet, St. Mans, Bolton, BedfirJ,^^^^^ ''^ ^^ 
U,ntr./e, Kent, Gr^em^ich, Manchefier, Bridg.,aUr,\^^^;^^^^^^ 

MAR Q^U I S. Tiveedale, of Mr. Pc Qols, 

S A R L S. NorthampiQtt^ Denbigh, BerkJJjWe, Win- 
chtlfea, Chefterfield, fbanei, Sunderland^ Skaftjhury, 
UtehfieU, Gain/borough, Scarborough, Coventry, Rothes, 
Bucban, MarchmMty Strafford, Stair^ I ' > 

Oxford, Harbor ough, Macclesfield, Pomfn:, ...... 

VISCOUNTS. Tadcltfter, CMam, Fahn.i^th. 

BARONS. Clinton, Bruce f Cra*ven, CarHrft^ iVtjhtt^ 
Hdfverficany Qonjoer, Majkam, Foley, Bathnf^l, C^rn- 
'ivallis. 

P I S ^ O P. Lincoln. 

' ' Prefent 48 

Proxies 27 



The Lords who upon this previous Queflion voted m the 
Affirmative, and confequently againll tht; then calling in 
of Mr. Di Gols, were 
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DUKES. Montague (a), Jncajfrr, frr.t/?3*r'{la)fw.^n-" * T «h-/'J 

De^onfi?ire[Q), Newcafile (d), ChanJ.;:. D.rA.rlcJ. =:>r-:Vit. 
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(a) Mailer of the great Wardrobe, (h) Lord Chamberlain, (c) 1^ 
Steward, (d) ^crctary of St?tc. (e^ tord I^icuieria tX cf ll'^J^^* " ^ - 
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EARLS, Pembroke (f), WAr<wick^ Clarendon^ 
Albemarle (g), Jerfey^ Godolphin (h), CbolmonJeUy ( i ), , 
Cranvford (k ), More ton ( 1 ), Selkirk ( m ), Dunmore ( n ), 
Orkney ( o ), /Aiy { p ), Tanker^ville ( q), Halifax ( r ), 
Co'wper ( s ). AJhburnham ( t ), Effingham ( a ), JiT//- 
mington ( w ). 

VISCOUNTS. Lonfdale[x), Lymington {y), 
Torrington (z). 

BARONS. Harrington ( aa ), Abergavenrty^ De 
la War ( bb ), Lovelace^ Byron^ Lynn ( cc ), C^^/o- 
^<iw (dd), Walpole (ee), Monfon^ Loveh King (ft), 

BISHOPS. I(?W^« (gg), Durham (hh), »^/>- 
ry^^^/-(ii), -5tf/j/^z/r)^(kk), 5/. JDtfwV'j ( 11 ), ^^ir- 
^<7r (mm), Exeter (nn), Llandaffi (oo), Cbicbe^er (pp), 
0;t/2yr// (qq), Briftol(xr), Norwich {ss], Litchfield and 
Coventry (ti), £^ (uu), Rochefter (ww), 5/. i^/j& (xx), 
5.?/^ ii»// ^r//j (yy). 

Prcfent 57 
Proxies ( of whom fix were Bifhops ) 1 8 




75 
By the Rules of Proceeding in the Houfe of Lords, no- 
thin^ new can be rcfolvcd on unlefsa Majority be for it ; 
fo that when a Motion is made in that Houfe for reverfing 
a Decree, for bringing in or paffing a Bill, or for an A- 
mcndmcnt to a Bill then before them, there muft be a Ma- 
bn'iy for it> otherwife, if there be only an Equality upon 
the Xjs.iilon, tlie Decree ftands affirmed, the Bill or the 
vAmentiment is thrown •ut; and fo, when a Motion for a 
RcfolurioQ or Order is made, there mufl be a Majority for 
it -, if upon a Biviiion there be au Equality, the Motion is 

of 

p?*in '^f 1 Troop of Guards, and Lort of the Bed- Chamber. 
Troop of Guards, and Lord of the Bcd-Chamber. 
[.1- Stole, (ij MaAer of che Horfe to the Prince. 
ragoons. f A) Vice -Admiral of Scotland, fmj Lord 
ibcT. fnj Colonel of a Regiment of Guards, foj Co- 
en t, and Governor of Virginia and Edinburgh-Caftle. 
te'jry and Privy -Seal of Scotland, f ^ J Lord of the Bed- 
nd luitc made Mafter of the Buck-Hounds, frj Auditor 
fs) Lord of the Bcd-Chambcr. ftj Lord of the 
I'uJ Colonel of a Regiment, and Deputy Earl Marshal. 
'..nr of the Council, fxj Lord Privy-Seal, (j) 
■ re. (^») Treafurcr of the Navy, (tftf) Secretary of 
icr of the Houftiold. (fc) Maflcr of the Jewel-OflSce. 
: - Rcjri/nent. (ee) Clerk of the PcUs. (ff) Lord Chan- 
r . Gibfon. {bb) Pr. Chandler. (if) Df. Willis. 
:! (//) Dr. Clagget. (wm) Dr. Sherlock. (ff«)Dr. 

D' Harris, (^z^) Dr. Hare. ( y 7) Dr, Potter, (rr) Pr. 
r. B^fts. (tt) Dr. Smalbioke. {uu) Dr. Green, (ww) 
(>■ Dr. Tanner. (^>-) Dr. Wynne. * 
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ofConfcqucnccdifagrccdto, that is, the Qacftion paffcs in Aano 6. Oeo.U. 
the Negative. Thus in the prefent Cafe, the previous ^IPl 
Qaellion being, whether the Queftion (hould be then pot 
upon the Motion made by the Duke of Newcafth ? and 
there being exa^y as many againft putting the Queflion upon 
thuc Motion, as there were for it, therefore the previous 
Q^efbon was carried in the Negative, and fo the Hoofe 
came of Courfe to putting the Queftion upon the Motion £arl of Scarbo* 
Duide by the Earl of Scarborough^ for the calling in of Mr. rough. 
De Gols, 

Accordingly the Earl ftooi4 up and renewed his Motion, ^ -*, 
whereupon the Duke of Aipawra/?^ got up and moved, that • ewcaftle. 
the previous Qucftion might likewife be put as to that 
Motion. 
Upon this the Earl of Strafford (lood up and fpoke thus : E. of Straffbid, 

My Lords, 
For God'sSakedo not let us put a previous Quedion as to 
this Motion. Mr. De Gols was ordered to attend this l^:iy : 
What was he ordered to attend fdr ? Surely it was to be exa- 
mined in cafe we found any Difficulty in the Account now un* 
der our Confideration ; and t)itTy Lord in the Houfe, I think, 
confefles that he finds Difficiitfyr in this Account : It has been 
allowed by every Lord that has fpoke in this Debate, to be 
very con fifed and obfcure. It will really look veryi^"' !. r ^ -c- 
fbfe examining that Gentlemen as to what ^ppear^ difiu: 'r or 
obfcure in the Account before you, iince he is attending for 
that Purpofe by virtue of an Order of tiic Hfjufc* We 

may pretend what we pleafe, but no Man will ihiiik th^ 

we are in eameil in what we are now abont, iftheciiUflg ^ 

b and examining of this Gentleman (hould be put oC 
Several other Lords fpoke to the fani' Puro'^.i'' »fr> .f^ 

which the Duke dropped his Motion, tho' 

Queflion had been put, and ^vtry Lord had 

his Proxies as in the former Divifion, it 

would have been an Equality, by which the 

amining of Mr. De Gols would, by the RuIe 

before-mentioned, have been put ofF. Tiu 

the previous Queflion being thus dropped, u 

put for the calling in of Mr. De Go/s, wJucii w 

without any Divifion, and he was accordingly ci 

examined, but did not give any great Satbfa^ Linn iatoi;,L* 

clearing up of the Account. After he was Hirlidr!wn» Uu* 

Lord Bathurfi renewed his Motion, whercupou un? Earl ui 

Scarborough rofe up and fpoke as follows : 
My Lords, 
• I muft be of Opinion, that as this M ■' -r* * - ^ - 

wards the charging of fomc Gentlei^en with 

pianagementy and with ading contrary to an ev^ 

P.^rikLCicnt^ 
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• <3a».II. Parnamest, we ougkt to proceed with the Dtmoll Caution ; 
^^2^^' And as 1 really think that we have not, as yet, fuficie^t 
^^y^*"^^^ Ground far fopporting fuch a Refolution, therefore I can- 
not now agree to if. Our coming immeidiatdy to (uch a 
Refoltttion can do no manner of Service, either to the Pab- 
lick or to any private Perlbn, and it may do Harm to fome 
G^tlemen^ who, for what we cgn yet pretend to know, aro 
innocent ; bat that we may fearch diis Affair to the Bottom, 
that we may have all the Iniight into it that is poiEble^ and 
that we may difcover and punifh the Guilty if any there be, 
J will now join with the noble Poke in the Motion he made } 
and I hope in forming that Order your Lordihips will ^ive 
fuch Dire&ions, as may not only enable bat oblige the Direc- 
tors of that Company to give us a fuU, clear, and didin^ Ac- 
count of that whole Af&u*, if any fuch Account can be had. 
When that Account comes in, and when we are told no fuch 
Account con be had, we may then conitder the Motion made 
by the noble Lord, and may come to that Refolution* or to 
fuch other Refohitions as we fliall then chink proper.* 
Then the Duke oi JrgyU fpoke as follows ; 
P,ofArgylc. My Lords, 

* In all Enquiries of this Nature, we ought to proceed 
with Zeal but not with Fury. I hope, my Lords, I am 
^ zealous for enquiring thoroughly into the Matter now be- 
fore us, as any of your Lordfliips ought to be. For this 
Reafon I was for poftponing the Motion made by the noble 
Duke, in order to have Mr. De G$h examined : I did in- 
deed exped that he would have explained to your Lordihips 
lAoJl of the Articles of the Account before us, which appear 
^ to be obfcurc and unintelligible i but I find I am difap- 

^^^mx po^'itcd : 1 believe your Lordfliips have rcceiv'd no great 
^^^HtBatiifaOion horn him ; for to me he feemed to be ignorant 
J^^^^H ^I^ol! of every Thing ; he could not fo ipuch as give a 
^^^^^^Kpie^r and diilind Anfwer to any one Queflion that was ptit 
"^'^^^^^^^^o him, which, I muft fay, is to me very furprizing : I did 
i ^_, fhink it nlmoil impoffible that a Man who had been fo long 

1 L hi jih Po5 in that Company's Service, could be fo 

] - <''f :]ic'iT Affairs as this Man appears to be. 

, my Lords, notwithftanding the little Succefs 

wc iiv v.ith in the Examination of this Gentleman, I 

] l.i I c we ih:i ] fall upon Ways and Means for bringing this 

'i iM .liter fo L^ght ; but 'till we have fome further Infprnaa- 

ncT3 i.boLt i:, 1 do not think we have a Foundation for the 

Kctol j'jon V. hkh the noble Lord b?.s been j^eafcd to move 

' fiiv Oi- J- 1 acceding (b haflily to fuch a Refolution would 

rtdly be :■ - oiirg an with Fury, inilead of going on with 

lli^it jufl Zca!, which we ought to ihewupon all fuch Occa? 

fions ; snd I sm perfuaded, if this Ai^ir were to be left to 

« the fwgk extermination of the noble Lord who made the 

Motion, 
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Motion, ht wonld ^t ttpoti rcconfiderbg the Qtfe, come to Anaof . 6€^U$ 

fach a Detennhmticm as lie has now mo^ for, without in- ^^iJiL/' 

oairii^ farther into the Matter ; therefore I hope the noble ^^^^^"V**^*"-^ 

Lord will for die prefent wave his Motion, that the fame 

may be again revived, after we have got a more full and 

diftind Information about this Afl^ir*. The $. Set DU 

Heteopon the Lord Bathttrfi agreed to Wave his Motion reaon^ kc, or- 
^i that Time, and afterwards the Hoafe ordered the prefent ^^''^ ^ '"*^- 
Diredors, and alfo the laft Diredors of the ScKth-Sea Com* 
pany to attend to be examined, and iikewife the late In* 
i^dEtom of that C(>mpany^s Accounts. 

On the 30th of Muy^ a Bill For£rantiftg M his Majeflj a Debate on a Bill 
certain Sum ntt of the linking fund fir. the Ser^ce^ofthe^^ ^°?"i! 
tear 1 73 3, and for the farther Application of the fame Fundi J^'IJ^ r^!^ 
and for enabling his Majeftyy out of the Money crifen by the Marrurge-Porti- 
^ale of Lands in St, Chriflopher'/, to fay 80,000 /. as a on; and a Sam 
Marriage-portion for the Prineefs Royal^ &c. was read a?"'**^****^*"*^* 
fecond Time, and upon a Motion being made for commiting '°* ^^**^' 
it, the Earl of Wintfhelfia (bod up and fpoke to this Effed : 
My Lords t 

' I do Hot rife up to oppofe the Bill now before us, but I 5,^] of Wiii- 
ft^ up to take Notice of the ftrange Method of hudling fo dielfea. 
many Things together ; and particularly I cannot but take 
Notice of that Part of it by which 80,000 1. is granted as 
a Portion for the Prineefs Royal. It is (o unbecoming a 
Thing to fee that Grant made in fu<;h a hotch-potch Bill, a 
Bni which reaDy feems to be the Sweepings of the other 
Hoafe, that I cannot, my Lords, let it pafs without teflify- 
mg my DilKke. After his Majefty had been moft graci- 
oufly pleafed to communicate, tobothHoufes of Parliament, 
the intended Marriage of that Prineefs 5 after bath Houfes 
had prefented to his Majefty moft dutiful and Icyal AddrclTes V 

thereupon, I think, my Lords, the leaft that ought to hive 
been done, was to have provided a Marriage -pordon for t 

that Prineefs m a particular Bill by itfelfj chac u might 
have flood upon our Records, as a Teftiraon}' of ilie Rl^ 
fpedand Duty of the Nation towards the Royal Fai. 1 . 
now upon the Throne. 1 have fo great an Eftcem for 
his Majefty and his Family, and fuch a particular Regnrd 
for that illuftrious Prineefs, that I am forr/ to fee her 
Name fo much as mentioned in fuch a rJFrafF Bill a> J^ 
diis is. 

• But, my Lords^ beiides this Indignity to the Royal Fa 
mily, the fending up a Bill with fo many difF. rent t^hiag^ 
tacked together, is a fort of Indignity to this iloyfe. 1^^ 
a Breach ofoneofyourftanding Orders, and i^ a Ia)rln| 
as under a Neceffity of agreeing to every Item in a BTll, 
tf putting a Negative upon every one •i them : Iri jTiort, mf 

Lon " 
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Anno 6. Geo.Il. Lords, to me it really fecms to be a Dcfign to make ufc of 

^J733« one particular Article in the Bill to cram the reft down our 

^^'^'y/^^*'^^ Throats. Upon both thcfc Accounts I could not help talcing 

Notice of this moft extraordinary Bill, but iincc it cannot 

no\y be remedied, I am fofond of enabling his Majefty to 

provide a fufficient Marriage-portion for the Princcfs Royal, 

J am fo ready to join in any Meafures for providing 

for the current Service of the Year, that, rather than 

difappoint cither of them, I will for this Time pafsover 

thofe Formalities, I will not oppofc this Bill, but I hope 

that Care will be taken hereafter not to fend up any more 

fuch Bills to this Houfe\ 

The Earl o{ Chefterfield » fpokc next : 
My Lords, 
EarlofChcftcr- * I do not rife up to oppofe the Bill now before us, 
°*=^** but I think it is incumbent upon me to declare, that it is, 

in my Opinion, a moft indecent Thing to provide for the 
Princefs Royal of England in fuch a Manner : It is moildif- 
refpe^lful to the Royal Family, to provide a Marriage- 
portion for fo illuftrious a Branch of that Family in fuch a 
Bill of Items. Here is Imprimis j 500,000 1. for the current 
^ Service of the Year, //m, 10,000 1. by Way of Charity 

for thofe diftrefled Perfons, who are to tranfport themfclves 
to the Colony of Georgia, Item, fo much by Way of Qarity 
for repairing an old Church. Item^ fo much by Way of 
mI. Charity for repairing a Dormitory. And Item^ 80,000 1. as 
W^ a Marriage- portion for the Princefs Royal of England. How 
^fc' incongrurjus is it, my Lords, to fee fuch a Proviiion come 
^^B lia^y Way of htm among fo many other Items^ many of 
^^H whtch arc for ch;)ritable Ufes ! 

* In Duty to the Family of which that Royal Princefs is 

clf fcertded, out of that Regard and Efteem which we ought 

to havt' for litT. and which Ihe fo much deferves, not only 

from Ui but fioui the whole World, her Marriage-portion 

.ought :oL^ve bcLH provided for in a particular Bill byitfelf; 

nrt fiinign M-itter ought to have been mixed in fuch a Bill. 

\ ' r I Ml ihips were fo careful in that Refped, that, wh^ 

yru ucre.;ibout drawing up an Addrefs of Thanks to his 

M^]i Try fir communicating to this Houfe the intended Mar- 

ri.M^c of the Princefs Royal, you would not receive a few 

WfjrJs which were oflfered by Way of Compliment to the 

lentral, and which might very properly have come 

' Addreff, becaufe you were refolvcd to put nothing 

A^tirc'is that was 'any way foreign to the intended 

■-» which his Majefly had been pleafed to communi- 

ttitc to ynu. 

* Ai i am rcfolved not to oppofe this Bill, therefore, 
];,}' Lords, 1 jHail not fay any Thing to the Method of Tack- 

gfn 
^ E^^enM hi* Pyl^ 01 Lord Stfward«of the Houihold, in May 1733. 
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ing lAa^ Ufe of ajpoft tkis Otcafion ; nor (haU t now ohjeA AaaoL Ck»AU 
agsinft the Means made ofe offer proridiog for the current ^j^Pl„^ 
Service of the Year ; bat both ought certainly to be taken ^•^^^v'^^ 
nodoe of, and 1 hope yoor Lordfbips will, opon thie Occa^ 
fioQ» come to fooie Refolution^ which may tend to prevent 
t^ like Prances for the FatmeV 
The Duke of Hiwca^ then faid : 

Mj Urdu 
' I am fo £u> from thinkbg it indecent or di(re())edfttl to D.of KewcaiUei 
provide for the Princefs l^oy^ by this Bill, that I think it 
tbe only Way fc^ which ftich a Proviiion coald have been 
made. It could not well have been done by a particubur 
Bill, becavfe the Marriage is not yet ftdly concluded : And 
a particolar Bill waa the lefs oecei&ry, becaufe the Provifion 
is to be made without laying any new Burden on the People i 
it is to be made out of what did not originallj^ belong to the 
Pttblick, bnt to his Majefty ; for the Money arifing by the 
Sale of the Lands in Nev'u and St. Chrifi^pber^s did not really 
at firft belong to the Publick ; it was what the Publick had 
nolUght to, ^tiU his Majefty was fo good as to give it up, 
and to pronaife that it fliodd be applied to the Ufe of 
the Poblick\ 
The Earl oi lUtf fp(^ next u follows : 

MyUrds, 
* laMift fay that the two noble Lord^ who fpoke ^rfl upon 
this Sabje^, have been pleaied to give the Bill »ow before 
OS feme Epithets which are vefy extraordinary, and wbicln 
in myOptoioo^ the BfllaoWay iti^TVtt. There n m ibb 
Bill, tuf Lordsi nothiag of an extraordinary Nature : Surely 
yoor Lordfliipa wonld tiot have a particular BHl fcnc up for 
evety fnuU Som that is granted for the current Service of 
the Year: Yoor Lordihips know that it is not ufaal % It h;ij 
alwaya been the Cuftom of Parliament to proi^ltfei^icvcfal 
partkolar Services by one BilL And as to th 
tionof the Princefs Koyal^ I have as great a ] 
moft deiervittg PriBce6» and as great a Refp 
Family of which flie is defceadc^ , as ^ y Lord 
but really I can (ee no Diftrei^e \t\ the pr 
Mairiage-PortioD by a particalar Btll for i 
by aClaaie in fome other Bill : It will fland eqd 
oar Recsords'ia the one Way as in the other ] 
aodSefpea which the Nation owes to his MajeOy] 
UloftriooB Family will be fiiewn as much, and te^ 
ftnm^f by the Cbofe which is in this Bill, as if thi 
been a partieukr Bill brought in and pfiffed for thut Paipoii^ 
only* 

* As tir die Orders of ^this Houfc niv Lord), tbtfc is 
nodiiag in thiifiiUthat iiagainilan)' of licqi t the Ortkt 
1733 .U " whfeK, 
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AfmtfS.GeoAI.'which notv fi^ms to be referred to is, I prefiime, t&at faf 
> ^33* which it is ordered, that nothing of a foreign Nature ihall be 
tacked to any Money-BtH : This, my Lords, is the only 
Order I can think of which has any Manner of Relation to 
tHe Qucftion in Hand, and I am fu^e there is nothing in this 
Bill contrary to that Order : There is nothing of a foreign 
Nature, there is nothing in it but ^hat rehires tor the grant- 
ing of Money, and therefore there is nothing in it that can 
In any <vay be faid to look like Tacking. Since the' noUe 
Lords Jiad no Mind to oppofe the Bill, I mult think that 
they might have let alone faying any Thing opon the Head 
'All after the Bill had been ordered to be committed : Then 
if they had any Moticm to make relating to any Irregulari- 
ties in this Bill, they might have fpoke to it ; but it is not 
uTual for any Lord to fpeak againft a Bill, unlefs it be with 
a Defign to oppofe its paifing in the Form it is in/ 

After this the Bill was ordered Co be committed, asd-tken 

Ae Lord Bathurft flood op and fpoke thus : 

ifly tardi, 

* I did not before give your Lordfhips any Trouble, be- 

cnufe 1 had not a Mind to oppofe this Bill which we have 

now ordered to be committed ; for tho' I was of Opinion^ 

and I 6nd I am not lingular ; that the fending up of fuch a 

Bill was both irregular and contrary to the Orders of this 

Houfe, yet I thought it was neceRary to pafs it, not only 

becaufc of the Defire I had to fee all the current Services of 

the Year provided for, but Kkewife becaufe of the great 

Kegard I hati for that Branch of the Royal Family provided 

-fcr by this Bill : Tho*, I muft fay, that I ftould have been 

ghd^o have ft^en that Royal Princefs provided for by a par- 

liculnr Bill for tliat Purpofe only ; for wherever a Grant » 

w be made by P;ir>iament in Favour of any particular Per- 

' fhn, rhe tloin^ of it by a Claufe may, perhaps, have the 

the doing of it by a Bill certaidy fhews a 

)r the Perfon to^ whom the Grant is made. 

1 Eicnt I Method, by whiclr one'Houfe of Parii^-* 

:ori f _ .de to (hew a very extraordinary Regard ^o 

:ar Thing provided fbr only by a Clanie in a 

MM Mefhod hsL% perhaps been pra^ifed, tho* I fhall 

iii'i hv, iwy Lordsp it has in this Cafe been pradifed ^ it n 

L /ther Houfe of Parliament hai a BtU before thent 

Ehey fufpe^ may be thrown out in the other Houfe, 

Eltijieiore, in order to carry it through the odier Houfe, 

tlnry add a CUuft; iiiBivour ef fome Thing, or ibme Perfon 

^hith the}' know the jnher Houfe will fheiv a great Regmrd 

to; in ii^ch Cafe, if that other Houfe do pafs fuch a Bill 

fortheSnkc of chat Claufe, it is certainly fhewing a very 

tjcmv^rdinary Re;rard |o the Perfon iafavourof whom that 

Claufe 
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Cfaofe was thus purpofcly introduced. IH admit-bad Com- Awio 4.0eo4]:> 
ptojr int6 my Uou(e» for the Sake of oneparcicul^ Man who ^ J^^ 
happens to be among them, I certainly ihew him a greater 
R^utl than if I admitted him fingte and alone ^ but he is 
little obliged to thofe, who put him Aipon the Office 
of gaining Admittance for fuch troublefome Attendants. 

' Howevser, my Lords, as ^. this Part o^ the Bill I (haU 
id£ft BO longer upon it, my principal Deftgn is to take No- 
tice of the Manner in which the current Service of the Year 
is jmmded for by this Bill : It is indeed a very extraqrdina- 
17 Method of providing fot that Service ; a Method wtiich 
I fliall never approve of : I have always looked on the 
Sinking-Pnnd as a moft facred Pledge for fecuring the Pay- 
taeotof the Debts of the Nation, and for relieving the ?c<h 
pie irom thoie many Taxes and Burthens they now groan 
under. Now, I find, that by this Bill, that facred Fund 
is to be robbed of'5 00,000 /. at one Stroke. Th^re have 
been ieveral large Sams formerly fiolen from that Fund ; 
but, I bdieve it was never before plundered of fo large a 
Sum at once, or in fo direft and open a Manner as by this 
Bill is to be introduced 4 and therefore, I hope your Lord* 
ftips will cometolbme Refolution for preventing any fuch 
Pn^ices for the future : it is now, my Lords, really bcr 
come necefiary for us to fignify to the other Houfe our Opi* 
nion. That the Sinking Fund ought nevtrr lu Lc .^p]>lied co 
any other Purpofe than that for which it %«/3s originally d^- 
£gBcd; and I think my Lords, the bell Way of flgnifying 
fuch Opinion, is, by having a ftefoludon to that Purpose 
entered upon th^ Journals of this Houfe ; for which Reafon 
I &ftll take the Liberty to move for a RefoktiQii in rhef^ 
or in fome foch Terms, T^it it is. the Opinion of ihisHoitfF. 
that the Sinkine-Fund ought always for the fucurc tn bcap- 
pTied to' the rauemiog thofe Taxes which are m 
cialta the Trade, moft burthenfome on the M 
afldmoft opprtffive upon the Poor of tbi^ N 

The Lord CarUnt fpoke next : 

My Loris^ • 

* I moft opon Ais Occasion declare it to bejmy O^ ' c^ssaav ^ 

that the Creditors of the Publick have, in a M:ir 
Right to that iacied Fund». called the Sinking- Fund 
in its own Nature a Securit)^ to> them ; £dh for th^ 
ment of die Intereft coming yearly due to themj 
for the Payment of their prindp^l Sum^. 1 he whi 
pie of England have a Right |o have it duly applij 
caofe it is by fuch Application only that wc can ^^ 
thofo many^ and grievous Taxes, which lie fo heavy 
Poor, and are fuch a Glqg to the Trade nnd to H 
ladures of this Nation ; and therefore the ^pplyln^ of diat 
1 7} J U « ^^^ 
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4iino 6. q«o.n. Fund to any other Ufe is a robbing the poblidc Crediton of 
JI^IL * ^^^^ Rig^^f It 16 doing dXi injuftiGe to Uie whole Peof^ of 

* The preTent CiroamfUnces of this Nation are, mf 
Lords, in Tome tnannet deplorable. By the aiany Taacet 
we now fay, the Neceflfaries and Gynvenienoes of lile aro 
rendered ^ dear, that it is isipoffibk for onr Txadefinen or 
Manafadaren to live fo cheap, or to iell the Pmdnce of 
their Labonr at (6 fmalla ^ce as our Nd^bours doi 
ft«m hence it is, my Lords, that our Neighbcmrt are e^Ferjr 

. D^f encroaching upon ns, and our Trade is daiiy ^lecayiog. 
If a Journeyman in 9iay Manufii^re wiMfiever, ca& liye 
better in Fraha or G^rmmy on Six'-Bnoe a Bay thai he 
can live in BngUmd^n a ShiDiiig* we may depead on it 
that moft of oar Tradefmea will at kft find the Way 
thither, if they are not prevented either by on own good 
Politidcs, or hy fonc ray bad Politick amoig oor Nogh- 
bours ; and if a Mafter Tradednan can get the laaie Wock 
done in France for Six-pence, which wouid ooft him a 
Shilling in EngUnd, he ceitainly can onderfell the ^^l^ 
Tradefman in aH the foreign Markets of the Woild. Tie 
only Method therefote to pveierve our Trade is to take ci? 

* thofe Taxes, which now lie fo heavy upon the poor Trades- 
men and Labourers, and this the whc^ People of EngUaul 
know can be done no other Way but by a due Afflicatkm 
of the Sinking-Fund . How Shocking then mift it be to the 
whole Nation to iee that Fund phmdered of fo large a Sma 
nt Dticc : Thiz whole Nation muft from theace ooaclade, 
.'itfy mull for cvm gioan under thofe Taxes and fior^ 
vs hkh EKey liow find ahnoft infnpportaUe, «xi whkh 
mtiti foot) becomL' iblbluldy (o by the Decay t>f our Tnde 
aqd 0* - "^ ^'"T 1 n ^1 *" 1 ^: T I. J res . 

* *^ n y Lords, has before been chmdeftiaeil^r 
^^ ''- r,'.\ finall Saias at different Timet, which 

nnioant to a pretty large Sam ; bat k^ 

L have now ordered to to iie commit- 

' / . )' and avowedly plundered of 500,000 /, 

A iter 1.:cha dined MtiisppUcat ion of that Pond, 

Liblick Creditm' depend upon his being ever 

f^tu lui principal Sum! Can any PuWck Crediair thaak 

httfif-^ Kcure, even irf that yearlv intereft or Anauitjr 

:ue to himf By thisJBill he fees one Half frf* 

^-Fund sippHed to' the current Service of the 

In is he fees done, and this, my Lords, lie fees 

^1 Time of the moft profound Peace and Tran* 

<; tlow I ken can he be certain but that the whole 

Klii^m^5 ruiid mny be. next Year applied to the fame Pnr- 

^fiiii. : He mniX Uuq fee himfelf deprived of all Hopes of &« 

ever 
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fier it6d9img hk principtl Sum $ ahd if Che Fdndt now AnnoLGeoJI. 
tpprofviated to tLe Payinent of tlie yearly Intereft, or '733* 
Aomikief, growiog doe to the Publick Creditors ihould ^^>''"V^^^^ 
hereafter prove to be deficient, where could they have 
Recosrfe fer the Payment even of thofe Annuities ? The 
SkloDg-Fnnd being otherwife applied, their Annuities, 
or at feaft fome Part of tUcm, muft remain unpaid, and» 
at lail perhaps, the Whole might ceaie. Such a Sufpici- 
M mmy, even by this Mifapplicaiion, arife among the 
Creditors of the Publick } and if ftich ihould ari^, it 
ivonkl be the moft terrible Shock that ever happened 
to the Publick Credit of this Nation. To prevent therefore 
any loch Sufpicion, it will be absolutely necfflkry for your 
LorsUhtps to come to fome Refolutton for quieting the 
Minds of the People, and for aiforing them that no fuch 
MifiippUcation (hall ^r the future be admitted of : And 
the pafing of the Bill now before us makes our coming 
to Aack a Refdution the more neceilary. For which Rea- 
ioB I am for agreeing with the Motion, made by the 
noble Lord who fpoke laft. 
Tiie Doke of NwwcafiU fpoke as fblbws : 

Mf ^^^* D.ofNcwaiUa. 

* I wonder to hear it affirmed by any Lord in this Houfe, 

that the Publick Creditors have any manner of Right in the 

Siokifig-FttDd : Tiiey certainly have no Right to any Part 

of it : They have a Right only to receive their yearly In-e 

fieraft when it becomes due ; for the Hymmi of whkh 

theie arc odier Funds appropriated, and clierefore ^h bug 

aschey-aie regularly paid their Intereft the^r have m>'hing 

to hm, thtf have nothing to campl^iiu , ^ ' ^ 

known that the Smking-Fund was from 'iv= v.. 

fubje^ to be difpofed of by Parliament, aih I tiie \ 

has k ftiU in their Power to apply it to iCie 
Partt>f the Pnblick Debt, or to whatother pub' 
ihall tbink moft proper ; and in this Vear l)^A 
of it Implied nowards the paying off the Public 
either aeoefiary «r convenient. 

' Bf the fame Bill, my Lords, there h zMW 
applied towards the paying off a Part of liic Pub) \ 
•fthclilation, which is nrore than the Creditn 
Pdsliok cither want or defire. The CircujnlUno.:^ or 
Nadoo are DOW fo happy, andthe Ftihlkk Cretli? fo] 
eftnfaitflied, dot none of die Publick Creditors dcfire i 
their Moneys On the contrary, myLDrd5, mt 
th^ Ponds bear the higheft Price, and arc the mo' 
aftov wluchareexpeded tobetheio^gell in 
•C Im ioA Cifomnfiances we iave an Oppo r lu aity i ^^^^^^^ 
abMitBiW ndlOJffiijraJPartof that ^und where wcH^HV ^ i 
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This is what is propoied by this Bill ; le 
niuftbe erantedy my Lords, that the landed Genrkmeii 
have of all others bom for many Years the greateft Share of 
the Publick Charge, they are therefore the firft that ought 
to be relieved ; - and for this Reafon 500,000 1. Part of the 
Siftking-Fund, is to be applied to the current Service of the 
Xrir, in order to relieve them of a Part of that Borden 
they have long laboured under. Since then by this Bill the 
landed Gentlemen are to be relieved, and the Service ci 
the Year j^ovided for without contrafUng any new Debt» 
or laying any new Burthen upon the' People, it muft be aU 
lowed to be a publick Benefit. 

' That Part of the Smking-Fund, which in Eafe of th<^ 
Landed Gentlemen, is by this Bill to be applied tothe current 
Service of the Year, is not, my Lords, to be c^ed a Half 
of the Sinking-Fund, becanfe it is not to be taken ontof 
the Produce of that Fund for one Year ; it is Whathas arifen 
from the SurplufTes of that Fund for feveral Years, over and 
abeve the Million which, for fome Time* has been yearly 
applied to the Payment of the publick Debts : And fince 
none of the puUick Creditors either wanted or defired their 
Mone}% I muft think that thefe SurpluiTcs coidd not have 
been applied better than to the Relief of thofe who have been 
for many Years the moft grievoufly taxed. This, my 
Lords, is the true Defign of the Bill which we have ordered 
to be committed. It is, my Lords, a goodDeiign ; it is 
fucha Defign as can give no Man an Alarm-; it can raife Ho 
je.iiuuiiLi or rears ; and therefore I cannot think th A there 
is any Occafion for your Lofdfhips to come to'fuch a Refo- 
lunon a^ the tiobic Lord has been pleafed to move fot^* 
Thtt Eail of Hay fpoke next : • 

My Lurds^ 
* I ;im ttwWv furprized to hear fuch Expreflions mftde tlic 
of lu this Houk\ as feme Lords have taken the Liberty to 
tifc, Robbiiu^ Stealing, Plundering, Defranding, Mif- 
;i, pEying, are luch Terms as are not ufnal in any polite 
^fsnYcrlat jc>tt, :ind much lefs ought they to be made ufe of 
any Dcb:itc i]j this Houfe ; but when 1 refled upon what 
qc applit J to, I rannot but think they are ftill more 
Ir. I: has been faid, that the Sinking-Fund has 
plundered and robbed ; I would gladly know, my 
by whom this facred Fund has been fo ufed*; I am 
at, to the bcft of my Knowledge, there has neveryet 
me Shilling of it applied to any Ufe, but by Virtue of 
^ A of Kirliament for that Purpofe ; and if it- be iaid 
\Ai. been plundered and robbed by Aft of Pariiament, 
re to be called the Plunderers and Robbers ^ Why th» 
theLords^ and Commons, Cw^his, my Lords, bo 

iai4 
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f^d tolie decent ? Tlicieare Tenns that are veiy fzt from Aano ^. Oeo JI# 
being proper upon any Occafion in this Honfe, and furely 1731* 
they are moft impn^riy applied to the Parliament's difpoT- L/'V^J 
isg of that Fand, which by its firil Inftitution was, and ever 
iince has condnvucd to be entirely. at the Difpofai of Parlia- 
ment. The Sinkii^-Fond b to be appropriated to the Pay^ 
Rienc of the Poblick Debts, from Year to Year, by Autho- 
xity of Parliament ; bat if the Parliament ihail think proper 
to diipoie of any Part of it, or even the Whole in any one 
Year to iome other life, they certainly may t the difpof- 
ingofitin inch a Manner js neither Plundering, or Mif-> 
^ying. 

' For my own Part I mufi beg leave to fay, that I do not 
know what ihe noble Lord means by the Refolution he 
propofes. The Sinking-Fand is in its own Natnre to bo 
applied yearly to the Payment of the Publick Debts, on- 
Ids the Parliament (hall, in any one Year, think the applyt 
Hig of it to fome other Ufe wiH be more beneficial to the 
Nation : And I hope yoor Lordihips do not mean by fuch 
a Refohitk>n to tie up this Hoafe, in all future Seifions, not 
fio apply that Fond to the ufe which (hall then be deemed 
muk for the Benefit of the Nation : Eyen an Ad of Parlia- 
meat ooold not have fuch an Effect : Are your Lordihips 
to make a Reit^atian which b to be held more facred, and 
tcMt unalterable, than an A(k of Parliament ? Are we tQ 
refolve not to truft ourfelves for the future with the Ma- 
nagement, or the Difpofai of thb Money ? In fhort, my 
LocdSj fuch a Rrfoltftion as what ispropofed* i^ m my 
Opinion, quite unttecefiary, and if agreed tD, it could be of 
no manner of ufe. 

' As for the paying off the Publick Debt . And rdki^iitg 
the Nation frdm the Taxes it now pays, I am ai mucH for 
it as any Lord in this Houfe ; but, my Lordi^ if Tr v, av 
poffible to pay off all our Debts in eoe Year, ir 
be prudent to do fo : The Debts arc to be pud ul ^^ 
ly 5 there would be great Danger in paying nf wo m r 
thm at once: By fuch a Glut of Money mn^''--'- 
thrown at once into the Hands of private Mctv, t 
of Money in this Nation would be run. inwn ii w 
the Circomftaoces of ^arro^f could at tiat 1 L:nc ^i [tn 
the certain Confeqoence of which would be, tho.t vml ; 
of Money would at once be carried out of the Natioii 
order to place it at an Infiereft fomewhere die i ihh j 
drain us of all our ready Money, which of C^jnf 
wonki pat an £nd,even to oar Paper-credit, *ind th^ 
lotereft of Money would in a little Time be raiicd 
than would be confident eitbei^ with the Trado oi ! ' 
•ftl^ Nation. 



». 
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Anno6.Geo.n. ' t ftould be glad, my Lords, to fee this Nation free of 
^liv . mod of the Taxes^ now charged upon it ; but I cannot be- 

^•^'"V*"^^ licvc that thofe Taxes are fo burthcnfoAe upon our Trade, 
or that our Manufafturcs arc in fuch Decay as Ibmc Lords 
have been pleafed to reprefent i I believe both onr Trade 
and our Manufadtoes are at prefent in as good and as thriv- 
ing a Condition as they ever were : Our People, 'tis true, 
pay Taxes, but I would gladly know where there is aPeo^ 
pJc that pay none : I believe there is not now a Country in 
Europe where the Taxes are lefs burthenfome to the Feaf^f 
than they are in this, hor is there a Country in the World, 
where an induilrious Tradefman may live more happily $ 
and therefore we need not be much afhifd that any induihi'' 
. 6u5 and frugal Tradefman will leave us. The Fs£t I take to 
be otherwife i I believe there are many more foreign Tradei^ 
men come yearly to fettle in England^ than there are of our 
Natives who go to fettle in any foreign Part. 

' If, my Lords, it be laid down as a Maxim, thatcverf 
Application of the Sinking-Fund to any other Ufo befides 
that of paying oC the Publick Debt, is to be lookM on as a 
Mifapplication, then certainly the applying it towards the 
redeeming of any of our Taxes muft be deemed to be« 
Mifapplication ; and therefore I hope that thofe Lords^ who 
infift fo much upon its being a Fund facred to the Pkjrmeiit 
of our Debts only, will be againft the Refolutioa propofed/ 
Then Lord Carteret ipoke thus : 

toid Cantret* * Jf we inqu i re a little into the Rife of the Sinking«PaiKl« 

we may eafily fmd that the publkk Creditors have not only 

f ' :. of Right, but a moftjuft Claim to that Fund. 

iow Hsat the Fund, which is now called the Siflk^ 

- from the Diminution of the Intereft payable 

. of the Publick : They had formerly, at 

rf them had, an Intereft of Six ferCtnt. or 

.lie that Intereft continued, the whole Stnk- 

.d^ally appropriated to the Payment of the 

/uc to them ; but then, my- Lords, there 

"blift^ed for the Payment of their principal 

M^r i.p<^ i.iade all thofe who had a Concern for the 

^' iMkuneafy j and without doubt there were many of the 

J 'i'lJA Creditors who were not 'quite eafy under fuch Cir- 

cu; i^tlpces ; therefore they have all confcnted by Degrees 

feMhe rLNkcing of their Intereft to Four per Cent, Thus 

ftdvc they given up one third Part of their yearly Intereft, 

»Tj o^cr to fvcure the Payment of their principal Moiie>' 5 

r.nd^dr ihis IU^:ifon they certainly have not only an Inter- 

rll 'n d^e SinlJng-Fund, but a Right to claim that it may 

never- 
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mer br ip^kdtotqrTlttBg inir tfatgnuiualPajriiiem 
ofdwpiiBiripi^Mocirj doeto them. ^731* 

* I 9m {wrfdikd, WBf Lords, to hear it faid, tfaey have a iyyr\X 
Right tmlif te thttir yoriy Inmeft. Hate they not like- 
wi&afti^ tvcpm aad daoaiid dtetr principal Monef 
whenever they pleaie i ^Tb tnie» they do not now want 
their htontjt there are neae of cheip come at prefent t6 
4emattl tfadr Money of thePnblick t laat bom whence does 
ikk jHOteed f Does k not proceed from their being, by 
Ueaas of thn very Fund, iiocttiie, not only as to the regular 
Paynieatof their yearly Intereft> bnt likewife that their 
prineqpflil Money will be aQ paid at laft? From hence itb» 
thatatlpsfalickSecnvitiesMatleaftat/'ar^ andtherefere» 
If any pnbUokCieditor fiands in need of his Money, he baa 
no OcadioQ to come and demand it of the Government^ 
faccaoie he may every Day M\ his Security in Exchat^i* 
Mbf at Che fall Value | baft if the Sinki^-Fund ihould be 
mkoi sway firtm them, if it flionid be entirely converted to 
feme other Porpofe, thqr wodd be rendered leis (ecure o^ 
the ngnlar Paqrment of their Incereft^ and they maft defpair 
of ever having ^etr Principal ; they could not then feU 
their paUide Secmrities tor the full Value ; or perhaps for 
any Value, and eonfeqnently they woold not only have a 
ft4;ht» btt they would certainly come and demand Payment 
of their prindpd Money Aom the Publick. 

' Rot, granting that the publick Creditors neither do^ 
nor ever will demand Payment of their pincipal Money, is 
that,« my Lords, any Reafon for the Publick never to think 
of paying them ? If a Man has a Mortgage upon mv Falatep.^^ 
anddoesBOtdefireittobepaid off, becaufe he y^"* 

Inccseft^ more legular Payments, and a better S i 

me than he can £id any where cdfe ; furdy th: 
Reafan lor my delaying to pay him off: On l. / ^^ 

it is one of the beil Reafims can be given for my p;i)' ujg Umi 
off as (bon as poffible. 

* The Publick Meafures now feem to be m 
from what they were a few Years ago ; It was i 

that thofe Taxes which are the mo^ grievous ^ 

were the moft proper to be firft redeemed. 1 ..^ ^^^^^^^. 
IceoMd then to be fo much* the Favourite of the ^^(HH 
meat, that his Majefty ^-om the Throne recc -^^^^^^ y 

m the relieving of the |Udx>ttrers and Manuf; ^i i 

tbofe Taxes which lay mpft heavy upon them \ 

fuanceofhisMajefty'smdl gracious Speech, tl I 

was joftly deemcdi.co be the inoft grievous upc <^ \ 

ia that Seffion of Parliament taken off! But i , i 

Cbifrfalotary MeaTure was all of a fudden q ^ ..ItvTrl ^ ^^ ^^ 
what the poor Labourers and Manufacturers had done'^ 
I73J- X ^^%.' 



Anno 6. Oeo.ll. paid off before the Taxes can ht redet^cd | ft tint ^ Re- 
'733* folution moved is fomcthitig more ftrong than if k had been 

^^■^''"V"^^*^ in the general Words, That the Sirtldiig- Fund Mgiit alwajm 
to be applied towards the reducing of tlie Pablid( I>^yU i 
for thefe general Words plainly appear to be indinded ia tbe 
Refolution i and further, that it ought ^tft to be aJJftlied 
to. 'rds the p;(ying off thofe Debts, ibr which tbe Taam 
snoft prejudicial to our Trade and Manufactures are dMit* 
gagM I for 'till thofe Debts are paid off We caiittot abdUi 
thofe Taxes ; but tbe Debts being once p^ df, and iIkiIb 
Taxes thereby redeemed, it wiU theii» alid liot ^till thcflr^ 
be in the Power ot Parliament to confider Whethel' Or lio the 
Tax ou|ht to be aboliOied. The Refolutfion therefore iif 
moved tor is a moft proper Reiblution, and catmot be pmt 
in better or ftronger Terms than the Lord who made the 
Motion has put it. Such a Refolution is, Hiy {jords, hft* 
come abfolutely neceflary ; it is (hewing to ^ dther Hmile 
what is the Opinion of this ; it is (hewing to tbe whole 
Nation that the Sinking-Fund is for the future to be Atiaacd 
facred ; it is not a tying up of this Hon(b to any Thing bttt 
what we ought to be tied up to. Tho a pritate Man bt 
abfolute Mailer of his own Adkirs, yet every prodbflt Mao 
lays down to himfelf fome general Rules, from wiiieh he Heter 
departs without fome very urgent NeceSty. IVi tbie Honfe 
we do the fame : How many fading Orders htVe V9t maile I 
I hope it will not be faid that all oiftr (bnodiHg CWeit Kftie 
ufelefs, becaufe we may depart from them, dr alter tfaem 
when we have a Mind. If this Refolution be agreed to, it 
IF reiM^T iy to be underftood in the fame Sehfe as all our 
IlAndicig Or Jtrs are ; it is never to be departed from btit in 
JT Cafi^ioffhc utnioft Neceffity. 
^^ ' I'he Eirl o( ScarBorougk fpoke next : 

t( \>ili4 " M am vt ry well conrinced diat the Sinkipg-Fmid otiglit 
jffVf r to be applied to any Thing but that for whidi it wat 
eiUbljilicd, dud for which it was originally intended ; aiid I 
hope thai yo'jr Lordfhips are not onfy now, but alwiys will 
^'- ' f tilt? kmc C^inion ; I hope, that that (acred Pond wiQ 
T ihr ti^c future be applied to any Ufe but that of pay* 
-I , I fT:!: d difchargingthe Publick Debt», isxcept in Cafes 
iU L tnoll Extremity. This, my Lords, is my Way of 
' pktijg. b Jt yet I cannot agree to our coming to foch « 
"ntroiL a:^ ibe noble Lord has been pleafed to propofe. 
^nt mean,, we cannot pretend to tib up the 
i Legiflajturc (6^ as that they muft never touch 

:. Lven in the Tinies of greateft Danger and Ne^ 
1 r du re fhoul^ arife a wicked and unnatural Rebel- 
Ibti m cliG CQ'intry^; iJF the Nation ftouM happen to be iih 
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mi 3^m'40|OODibfvigttTrodfiII»lcdifi«iirBd«i^ 
r« «e to dc ovrfelvcs op^ fe tUt tbeSinkihg-Fiikid JJ^^' 
IS not evea id Tuch a Cafe to be toudied ? There b no Mad 
can foTcfee aiJ that may boppnt. There ate many other 
Cafes may happeft, in which it might be more for the Bene* 
it of lite N«ion to apply a Pan of that Fuhd to feme other 
Ufey dnui to apply the Whok to die PaymcMt of the PaW 
ficfe Debit. 

* We do not know^ ifiv Lofdi, wfatt iBeonvenicBeei^ 
nhat 91 Cenfo^oenoes may oe occafioned by our having fecb 
a Rdblmieii entered oponthe Joumahof oif Hovfe: Them 
ii one terrible Confe^oence whkh now oteitn to mo, and 
which, in my Opnion, may rery probably aHTe from onr 
eoMtDg to fhch a fU^hition. It may tery natMaliy be tho 
Canfe of a Difference between thetwo Hoofes of Pn^amen^ 
which woald be of the moft dangerous Confequence to oar 
Cosittnticn : The other Honfc may, perhaps, look upon ii 
as a divoding of them bi %vhat they are to do with itfpeft 
to the Appticaiion of that Fund : Or, if the other Honfe 
ftoold not taice it amifs, yet if they fbould upon any fbturB 
Emefgeirfcy, whfah they thought prelCng, fspply a Part of 
tk^t Fund otherwife than to the Payment of the National 
Aebe, yoor Lordftips might perhaps think yonrfelTes m Hon- 
our hoimd up by foeh a Itd<^tk>n, fo as not to agree wfA 
theaa m loch AppBcation : This wonld nat^ntdly raife a 
Contet between the two Honies, which would pot a fMl 
Slop ft> ^ the Poblick dufinels of the Nation ; and who can 
tell what might be the Conference of fuch a Conteft, or 
how long it might iaft ? 

' This, my Lords, is one Inconvenience whicli immedi- 
ac^ occorred to me, and other Lords may, ! bcHrvt\ ftjre- 
fee a great many more. As that Ftind is in ic^ ■ 
feered to difehargn^ the Debts of the Nation, l 
wifhooc coming to rach a Hefolution, your Lth i 

nevnr agree td the applying of it in any other \^ t 

in Cafes of the greateft Neceffity. Such a Refof n i 

therelilce think quke unnecefiary, and as I think .... 
attended whil dangettms Cottfequences^ I cannot agnM 
it* 

Then the Lord B^thn^i %oketo this EfieA : 

Mf Ltrdst ^ I 

' The noble Lord who fpoke lad has made mc think of iji^ 
A m en d me n t to the Refolntibn I propofed ; and n ^ I 4m al- 
ways fNid of having that noble Lord*s Approbatir.n, I l^i*!! 
therelbre propo^, that the Refolutron may be to thrs EtT - 
' That It is the Opinion of thb Hbufe^ that the Sin k i ag i 
' ought fer the fetore to be applied, in Time of Pe;ice ajiA 
[ PoSlickTranqaility, to the redeeining of Utofe Taxes wb irJi 
• • ' ' ^ ' ■ ■ ' we 
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iliuM6.Geo.n: * aremofl pr^odicialto the Trade, moftbttrthenfemeonflie 
' Manufadures, and moft oppieffive upon the Poor of this 
• Nation.^ 

The Earl of Scarborough replied : 

My Lords, 
' Befides the Cafe of an Invafion or RebeUioD, there arer 
many other Cafes which may happen ; and I believe I gave 
feveral other Reafons for my being againil coming to the 
Refolntion propbfed ; thereibre, tho* I am very much ob- 
liged to the noble Lord for the Honour he does me» yet I 
cannot agree to the Refolution even as now amended.* 

The Marquis of TiMtoedaU, the Earl of Wincbelfea, and . 
the Earl of Strafford fpoke alfo in favour of this Refolution : 
of Strafford. However, at lafi, upon putting the Quei^pn it wa^ carried 
ip the Negative without any Division.* 
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Difentient' 

I. Becaiife weconceive^ That it would have been ex* 
tremely for the Honour of the Houfe, aqd for the Service 
of the Publick, to have this Refolution entered in our Books, 
at a time when we have fo far confented, in Compli- 
ance with the Houfe of Commons^ to a Bill, by which near 
Haifa Million collected from the Sinking-Fund, in feveral 
Years, is appropriated to the Service of the prefent Yean 

II. Becaufe the Sinking-Fund being compofed of the 
Surplufz^es of Funds origii^ally granted as Security to the 
Creditors of the Publick ; and thefe Surplufages arifing 
chiefly from a Rcdu6lion to \ per Cent, of the Intereft grant- 
ed them, for the moft Part at the Rate of 6 per Cent, we 
cafifiot but thiriky that this Saving ought to be applied, 
according to the mod inviolable Rules of Equity, and ac- 
cording to the known Defign, and the repeated and folemn 
Etig;3gcm€iit.s nf Parliament, to a gradual Difcharge of the 
rrjiicipnl to thefe Creditors of th^ Publick, who have part- 
ed with a Third of their Revenue in this View, and upon 
ih»5 Coniitlchcc. 

III. Dtcrrale \ve apprehend. That the Method of apply- 
ing brgc^ Portions of the Sinking-Fund to the Service of the 
ctrrrcnt Yc^ir^ njull, in EfFed, perpetuate the Debts and 
Tx>r« which lye on the Nation, and is therefore inJQrious 
to the Public!:. Had this whole Fund been ftriftly applied 
from tht* Beginning to its proper tJfe, wc think it may be 
de,-nori|x^Ecd, not only that much more of the National 
D\:bnih[hc: have been difcharged, but that thofe Taxcs^ 
^vhicfififre moll oppreflive to the Poor, and moft pi^udicial 
to rrjpe, might have been already taken ofF» fince upw^Mxls 
of^^^tiool pr Ann, belonging, as we conceiyei to this 
r^iri J, ba& been applied tp orfjcr (jfcs, 



IV. ' BeCaoTc we apprehend, Thkt it canbot be for thej^ $. Oeo.lf; 
Good of the Nation, nor confequently for the Honour of 1733: 
Parliament, to feparate thofe Interefb \h the particular Ap- 
propriations of the Sinkiog-Fund, whkh were fo wifely 
and fo joiUy united in the original and general Defign ofit 
( the Intereft of the Nation, and the Intereft of the ^prie« 
tors (5f the National Debts ) the former was intended to be 
eafed, and for that Purpofe the latter were to be cleared as 
foon as poffible. If it be faid therefore^ that the Creditors 
of the Pnblick ^ not deiire to be cleared any fafter than 
they are in the prefent Method, nor objed to the AppU- 
catiooofPart of the Sinking-Fund to other Ufes, we ap^ 
prehend that no Argument, which ought to avail in a 
iloufe of Parliament, can refult ^m fuch an Aflertioi^ 
becaafe we conceive, that, in every Inilance of diis Kind, 
in every Application of the Sinking-Fond, or of any Part 
^it, we are to look on our felves as obliged, not only to 
be juft to the Creditors of thePublick, but to be careful of 
the Eafe of the People, to keep the particular and general 
luterefb united, as they originally were, and not to fevere 
them. If, inFa£t, the Creditors of the Publick do not 
objed to the Application of fuch large Proportions of the 
Sinkiog^Fund to other Ufes, than to the Payment of the 
Debts, it may be faid, that no Injuflice is done them by 
any fuch Application, according to the known Maxim. 
Voleati nvnfit Injuria, "N^y, it may be deemed for their 
private Intereft, to have fuch beneficial Mortgages continu- 
ed to them as long as poffible, and they may dcCue there- 
fore not to be cleared any fafter than they are likdy to be 
in the prefent Method. But we apprehend, tkat it cannot 
be for the Intereft of the Nation to have tliefe Mortgages 
contimied any longer, than is abfolutely ntcefT^ry to Uif 
charge the Debt fecured by them, and that \\c^ by Confe 
queiice, who are Truftees for the People, ought to dctlre 
and endeavour, that the Debts may be difchiirged, and th^ 
Load of Mortgages be removed as foon as poflible. la Hui 
manner, PufaAick Faith would be ftri6tly kept, I *' 
would be done, no Injuftice could be done to rije Cr. 
of the Publick. In the other Method, and by divcniug 
fuch large Portions of the Sinking-Fund, if ii: i^iould he 
granted, that no prefent Injuftice was done to the Pn 
tors of thefe Publick Debts, yet muft it be allovvciJ,^( 
apprehend, that great Injury is done to the Kation^*' 
it can be proved, that the unnecelfafy Condnuation c§ 
and Taxes,, is a National Benefit. 

V. Becaoie we conceive. That ff the whole Vn_ 
the Sinking-Fund were not to be applied to tlie Di? 
of the Publick Debts, it woald be much more far 




4Mioi«Q«oJt of Trade; uJi Aidvanaae fpr due ihtkm, Attlottdof 
»73Sf ihofe grkvoos Taxes, ouc of which it arifcs, (houW ccafc, 
* than that they ftouW be continued to fupplf iJic current 
SeiTiee ^t 4 1. per Cm. which might certainly be fup|di«4 
by pt^ w^9 at a cheaper K^ate. The& Taxes ar« not 
only grievous in them&lves, hut almoft intolrraWe, by th^ 
Manner of coUeaing them under the Laws of Excifc : Lawi 
^ Of^prclEve to the Subjed, and 6> dangerous to Liberty, 
tba( every Man who wiihes well to hi? Country muii, in 
^r Opinion, defire to fee a Speedy End pnt to them. Moft 
pf thcfcTaxa weie laid during the Neceflxty of two long 
nsd expcnfive Wara, and were granted only for Terms of 
Vc^s, tbat fo the Printipal and Intereft of the Loans made 
po titfm might tr paid off in a certain limitted Time. 
Thq« the Nation confented to ^y, in iomt Manner, « 
Rouble Tax, in order to avoid the long and uncertain Coor 
ainjiaoce of f)ich grievous and dangerous Impofitions ; and» 
IKTCOrding to the firft Defign, many of them wonhl have 
^en very near the Expiration of their Term at this Hour. 
The Wifdom of Parliament indeed thought fit afterwards 
%Q throw thefe Taxes, and the Method of difcharging diefe 
Publick Debts, into another Form, which now fnbfifts. 
Sue we cannot conceive, that this was done with a View 
fat continuing our Taxes and our Ikbts the longer ; on the 
contrary, we are fure it was done in the View of difcharg- 
ing both the fooner ; and it is this vtxy View which, we 
apprchrnd, muJI be ^tally disappointed, if the prefent lie- 
Ibad of diverting any Part of the 6inking-Fund fwom the 
^^meot of the Pubtick Debts be fiiffered to continue 

VI* Bt^caufe wef apprehend, I'hat this Method tnasr 
create the acmoft Uneafinds in the Minds of hb Majei^rs 
Subjcag, and may tend, if not timeiy prevented bif the 
Wiidoni tiiid Authority of this Hou(r, to diroiniih their 
iVF^4^tiou r^r his Perfon and Government : Hitherto whilft 
A^. they h^ve libourM under the Weight of Taxes, and groaned 

^ midtfr tht; Oppreffion of Excife Laws, the Hope of feeing 

^ Ipeedily ao End put fio both, has been their foleConfolation ; 

but tiotblDg can maintain this Hope, except a due Applica* 
tjon of the entire Sinking-Fund to the Difcharge of thofe 
i DthxMj for the Difcharge of which thefeTaxes wete inteiided 

;inil given. If fome Part of this Fund therefore continue to 
be mong^iged off, and other Parts to be applied to the car> 
nwt bt:\ V ice*, even in the midH of profound Peace, this 

fllumi muit fink, and Defpair arife in its fiead. We iniift 
"^* ^eater Concern ai^dRamcftnefs on this Point, firom our 
^^^^.vationof what' hste lately pafs*d on the Occafion of 
^^^^^SKfcmpts to extend the cruel and arbitrary Methods pra^fed 
^^T^^^cr the Laws of Excife, and naturally and nete^ly , as 
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we ajpftreheiki, nowbg from them. If any new Law ofAnno^.Geo.ih 
this kind had paiTed el^where, it could not have prevailed i733* 
b this Houfe ; but we think it the more incumbent upon ^-^STNi^ 
us, after fach an Attempt, and fuch National Refentment 
exprefled againft it ( both whidi are of publick Notoriety ) 
to promote^ as eifedaally as we are able, the Quiet and Hap- 
pineis of his Majdiy*s Reign, By cutting off any Hopes o^ 
Fears which may be ftill entertainM^ that fuch a Projedl 
win, at fome Time or other, fucceed. And to this good 
tnd laudable End, we conceive^ that nothing would have 
contributed more than fuch a folemn Declara^on of th^ 
Senfe of this Houfe as is contained in the Queftion. 

ieJ/brJ, Cra*Dffif Gainjhorougb^ WincBetfta and 'dotting- 
bam^ Go^wer^ Tnuiedaht Bridgwatir, Ker. Brucfg 
Carteret,. Mafiam, Bmthurft, Shmflfiury^ Utchfiebi^ 
SmuUrlandy Coventry, StrafdrJ, Thanet, 

On the firft Day of June, the Houfe went upon the fix- ^. Sea biredort 
aninatioQ of the Directors of the South-Sea Company, fsTr. e»amifl«l. 
The prelent Directors of that Company were firfl called in 
and examined ) after them the late Infpedot^ of the Com- 
pany's Accounts^ and laftly the fbrmer Set of Directors were 
oamiDed* After which the Lord Bathurft moved for this ^^^ iathnrA't 
kefobtion^ nnx. I'hat it appeared to that Houfe, that on Motion relating 
tke 5th Day of ihcemier 1729, the general Court of the to the Dilpoikl 
Soatb-Sia Company then held, refolved. That the then pre-*'^ ^e forfeited 
fentDiieactfs ihould be the Truftees for the Company, ^^^*4^. S^ ^^ 
with relation to the Produce of the forfeited Eflates of thercaors, Anno 
Diredors and others in the Year 1720, veRcd in the Con^ 17^0 
pany by an A€t of the 7th of King George I . and Eh^t the 
then Troflees (hould furrender, and deliver over to the fard peb^tt tlicrti&T, 
Diredors^ the faid Produce, and all the Book^ of Accuhnr, 
Paper*, and Writings relating thereto ; in Purfiiatice of tm- 
A&i pailled in th6 then lail Seffion of Parliament : An 
that was the only Order or Diredion of any general Co^ 
the {aid Company relating to the Difpofal of the Pro4u^ ^i 
the faid Eftates. 

Upon this the Marl of Ilay ftood upf and f:i[d, Th^ d* 
would DOt oppofe the Motion in general, but lie tiiougb^ 
they could not poiitively affirm. That that wa5 the only Or 
der or Diredion of any general Court relating to the Difpti 
hi of that Money, and therefore he wdut4 propofc an A 
mendment t6 the latter Part of the noble Lord's Mot'ori. 
which was, that it /hould run thus» And that'll did uin 
pear to them, that there was anjr other Order or Din " 
of any general Court of the faid Company rcl:vtir:g 
Difpofal of the faid Eftates. Which Amend ok r.t un^ i 
to by the Lord Batbur/t, and then .hi^ Motlo^i,' 
1733. Y amcB 
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Anno6<Gco.II. amended, was agreed to by the Houfe without any Oppd- 
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Then the Earl of JVinchelfca moved for the Houfe to 
EnrI of Win. ^^^^^^^* That the difpofmg of the forfeited Eftates of thofc 
chcir.aV Motion who wer« the Direftors of thc'South-Sea Company in the 
tliat the Difpcfal Year 1720, without any Order or Diredlion of a general 
of the £ftate3QQurt f^^ t^^t Purpofe, was contrary to Law. Thi* Moti- 
^.s^conirary to ^^ ^^ f^-^ j^^ hoped was fi:ch as he had .no Occafion to fay 
much in Support of, becaufc the Words of the Aft of Par- 
liament were fo plain and exprefs, that it was a certain 
ConfequeAce of the Reldution they hadjiift then come to. 
The Lord Chancellor offering to put the Queftion up- 
on this Motion, the Duke of He'vonjhire flood up ancf 
fpoke to this Effe6l* 
"My Lords 
' I cannot agree to this Motion, becaufe I think it \i an- 
ticipating the Judgment ofthisHoule in an Affair which 
may perhaps come before us as a Court of Judicature. 'Tis 
true, my Lords, that there does not appear to us to have 
been any other Order or Direction of any general Court of 
that Company for the Difpofal of thofe forfeited Eilates, ex- 
cept that which is mentioned in our former Refolution ; 
but llill there may be other Orders ; and granting that there 
never was any other Order, yet we ought not I think 
to pafs Judgment even upon that Order^ without having 
all proper Parties before us, and the Cafe fully debated 
and confidered. As the Refolution propofed is a fore of 
Decree or Determination as to a Point iii which private 
Mm :^i^' tLitiinly concerned, we ought not pafs it tilt 
the t^fiic?^ concerned are properly before us, and are ful- 
ly heard 21s to v. hat they may have to fay againft it, for 
^ Irch R afon 1 cannot, my Lords, agree to the Refo- 

.por.d.' 

■ : r Ci^ Bangor * took Notice, * That he could not 
c kcfolution, becaufe he thought it would be in 
cr a giving of Diredions to the Courts below, 
; were to determine, in Cafe that Affair (Kould in 

Tc before them.' 
rd Carteret fpokc fhus i 
; -.jj, 

^/crds of the A£l of Parliament are fb plain and 

: d the Refolution moved for by the noble Lord 

10 exadly agreeable to thofe Words, that I am 

V iiiTprl2:cd to hear any Lord fignify the leall Scruple? 

iifrecing with the Motion. The Words of the Law 

tjiat the Produce of thofe forfeited Eflates Ihall be dif- 

■ -d 4f by the Orders and Dircdlions of the general Courts 

* ♦f 

• Dr. Sherlock. 
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and not other^vife : 



The Words of the Anno 6. Oco.II^ 



Rcfolation are, That the having difpofed of thnt Produce ^^^r-^ 

othcrwifc is contrary to Law, Can any Thing be more ^^ ^ ^^ 

evident? There may be Orders of the general C9urts of 

that Company relating to the Difjpofal of this Money which 

your Lordfhjps have not feen; but can the Poflibi'ity of 

there being any fuch be an Argument agiinft agreeing to 

this Refolution ? We do not by ths Relolution propofed 

affirm, that there never were any Orders of a gener li Court 

for dircfting the Difpofal of that Money: We affirm no 

Fad: We only declare oiir Opinion in a Point of Law, 

which to me is as clear and as evident as any Dcmonllration 

I ever met with. 

' Suppofc, my Lords, that this Affair does come before 
fomc of the inferior Courts, and that it does then appear 
tliat there were other Orders of the general Courts of that 
Company for diredling the Difpofal of this Mone) , befide* 
thzt which has been laid before your Lordfhip, the Relo- 
lotion now moved for could not in fuch a Cafe be any Di* 
reclion to the inferior Courts ; they would certainly be at 
as full Liberty as if no fuch Refolution had ever been made ; 
and if it (houJd appear before any of the Courts below, that 
no other Order was ever made by any general Court of 
that Company for directing the Difpofal of this Money, 
could any Court determine otherwifc than according to the 
Ad of Parliament ? My Lords, the Cafe is fo plain, the 
Words of the Law arc fo very exprefs, that I cannot think 
there Is any Occafion for hearing the Point d .it^ 

i^ no Room for Confideration, and therefore j . fbi ^ 

agreeing to the Refolution.' 
The Earl of Hay fpoke next as follows 1 

My Lords,, 
* Tho' there were really no other Order, cr 

any general Court of the South-Sea Qom^TH] 

the Drfpofal of the Money in Queftion, befid. 

has been laid before yonr Lordifhips, I do n 

that it may be pretended, that even the Ordc : 

Lordihips have feen was a fulficient Authoriti 

pofal of that Money : It was certainly a fufii^ 

rity for the Trnftees to deliver the Produce of thr 

to the Dirc^lors of that Company, and when in; 

of that Order it was delivered into the Hand^ ' 

reftors ; I do not know but that it may be fai \ 

Terms of the Ad of Parliament were then coi, i 

and that the Diredors might thereafter difpoic c ■ : 

Way whici) they thought moft beneficial for th; , , 

as they do of fome other Parts of that Company'.^ Pi op 

without aoy particalar Ordcf of a general Court ibr 
^733' ' Y « P^T^ 
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This 19 a Qoeftion, my Lords, which I Aall mef 



drsc^rtsd 



pretend now to determine ; I (hall not fo tnoch as o£fer any 
Arguments either of one Side or the other, but from thence 
I conclude^ that even the Order which we have feen de? 
ferves fome further Confideration, before we come to any 
fuch Refolution as is now propofed ; for after your Lord* 
ihips have feen and confidered that Order, your coming to 
fuch a Refolution is certainly a Determination, that the 
Order you have feen and coniid^red, is no proper or lega| 
Ord^r for the Difjpofal of that Money : The Courts bdow 
will certainly lobK upon it as fuchj and even tho* they 
fhould be of Opinion, that that Order was a fuficient Au- 
thority for the Difpofing of that Money, and that no fotore 
Qrder^vas requidte, yet they would be loath to give a Judg- 
ment fo contrary to wha^ appeared to have been the Judg- 
ment of this Houfp. 

f The Point now before us cannot be faid t^be an indif- 
putable Point, and therefore I mull think that your Lord- 
Ihips coming to fuch a Refolution is a determining of « 
Queflion in difpute, and a making a Sort of Decree s^nft 
the Gentlemen who were at that Time in the Management 
of tliat Company^s Ai]^irs, before they have been heard 
^ither by themfelyes or their Counfel upo^ a QuefUon in 
whicl^ both their Honour and Intereft are fo nearly concern- 
ed ; This my Lords, is a Method of Proceeding which, I 
hope, ^bis Houfe will never come into ; I hope your Lord- 
ihips will never come to any Refolution which may affisft 
either the Character or the Eftate of any private Man, 
without jiril giving him an Opportunity to be heard a« 
gimH u. 

* Wi: ought, my Lords, to confider that we are a Court 

fvf ;.«.,*+, *i|^(j tho' it (hpuld appear the Money arifing 

fi ! teited Efbtes had been difpofed of without 

i : rity as was neceflary in the fbi£t Terms 

iL has been difpofed of in the befl Manner for 

ot the Company, the then Diredors ought in 

iiM}d Acquitted^ they ought not to be loaded with 

like a Sentence of fo auguH an Aflbmbly againft 

dvercfore, my Lords, it is really my Opinion that 

not to come tp fuch a Refolution as now move^ 

,.t Affair comes properly tcfore you, and all Par- 

hcard vv hat they have to fay either in Law o^ Equity 

r own B -J half, for which Reafon I mud ^ve for chif 

i Ocelli on.' 

EatI of S^^riproMgh fpok^ nesct ; 

to the Orders of the General Court of the Seuth^ga 
ip:iny, which has ^een laid h^fbr^your Lordfiups^ fure- 

• ^ 
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lyit carniot be looked on either in Law or Equity ts anOr- Aiiao^Q«oiI|f 

dcT dircftiiig bow the Money in Qpeilion was to be difpofed 
of, nor can it ever be prefumed that it will be the Opinioa 
o^^^y Court, or of 9ny Man, that an Order diredting only 
who (bould be the Trallee!i of the Company as to that Mo* 
ncy, wa<» an Order for directing to what Ulcs it onght.to 
be applied ; therefore, if that Point were to be expreily deter- 
mined, it could not be any bad Confequence in any Qaie 
whatever ; but by the Reiolutioo propofed, even that Quef* 
tion, if it mud be called a Quell ion, is not to be exprcfly 
determined : Wc are now, my Lords, to determine nothing 
but a Point of Law, and a Point of Law which to me ap- 
pears fo plain that I cannot heiitate one Moment in giving 
my Opinion. The Words of the A61 of Parliaroeac are io 
very exprcCs^ that there can be no Doubt of its beirg con- 
trary to Law, to difpofe of that Money, without any Or- 
der or Direftion of a General Court for that Purpofe j and 
I am fure it is as plain, that the delivering of that Money by 
the Truftccs to the Directors is not. fuch a Difpofal of the 
Mooey as is intended by that Ad. 

* If it fhall afterwards appear, that the Produce of thofe 
forfeited Ellates was difpofed of according to the Dircflions 
of General Courts, the Refolution, or if your Lordfhips 
pleafe, the determination now propofed can affc6| no Man, 
and if there never was any other Order or Direction of « 
General Cburt for that Purpofe, bcfides what we have feen, 
our Refolution can afied none but thofe who, without all 
Queition, are guilty at leaitof an£rror» for which they cer- 
tainly deferve to be cenfured, 

• I do coiifider, my Lords, that this Hoiife is z Court 
of Equity, but the Refolution moved for has lUlatbn only 
to a Point of Law, it has no manner of Relatirdi 
nor can any M^n be thereby debarred from havr 

• Equity, either before your Lordfhips, or bct^ ^ 
Courts of Equity below; and therefore, if th 
ihoold hereafter come to (hew, that tho* the . 
doe Forms of Law, they did neverthelefs ci . 
Money in fuch a Manner as was moil for the 11 
Company, 1 (hould not think my felf any Way 
this Refolution from giving them all the Rr: J 
that their Cafe can deferve. And therefore I i; 
Scruple of agreeing to a Refolution which I 
Refolution which I really think abfolutely w. 
caufe it will oblige thofe who are concerned to I 
clear up, if they can, an Affair which is c^ ^ i 
yeryobfcurc, ahd which your Lordfhips are in 
bliged to fee fully cleared up, if it be pcilible.' 
|e|jdes ^hc.c^ the Ik^Vg ^f Nfwajil^ fpoScc 
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|bino6.0eo.TI. Refolution, an J the Earl oi Cbefterfeld for it. 
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^^?733« previous Queltion put, it was carried againil the RefblutioQ 
^■'^'^ '' ^"^ by a Majority ot Five. 
Earl of Chcftcr . Next Day the Lord Batburft flood up and fpokc thus : 
field. My Lords, 

* Notwiihilanding all the Pains ypur Lordfhips have been 
at inyoiir Erqiiines as to the Difpofal of the Produce of the 
forfeited Eilates, of thofe who were Directors of the 

jKtfdBathurft, South-Sea Company in the Year 1720, I cannot fay that 
I have met with any Satisfa6tion as to that Affair ; I believe 
there is no Lord in this Houfe who can fay he has met with 
a full Satisfaflioft- as to that Particular, It appears that the 
Accounts of that Company have been !h blended together, 
and have been kept in fo confufed and irregular a Manner, 
that there is no coming at the Knowledge of any one Parti- 
cular, without a thorough Enquiry into the Whole. From 
what alreiidy appears to your Lordihips, I believe,, you will 
be all of Opinion, that fuch a general Enquiry is now become 
abfolutely neceffary ; becaufe we are, in my Opinion, o- 
bliged in Honour to fee t)ie Affair relating to the Difpofal of 
thofe Pftates fully cleared up ; and fince we now fee that 
there is no PofTibility of doing it without a general Enquiry 
into tjie whole Affairs of that Company, we are, my Lords, 
in Honour engpged not only to enter upon, but to carry 
through that Enquiry with the utmoft Exa6lnefs. 

* By the very firft Adl of Parliament that was made re- 
lating to this Affair, the Truftees were direfled to give a 
panicalar Account, in Writing, to the King, and to either 
lioufe of Parliament, of the Effeds of their Proceedings. 
To what EniJj my Lords, were the Truffees dire€led to 
give fuch an Account ? Muff it not he to the End, that the 

"*^ ' ' .'0 Houfes of Parliament, fhould be as it 

ms of the Company, with rcfpedl to the 

pfyj^^m^^^^of^ Eflates ? The Intention certainly was, 

th.if t^SWJ^fc e:3c Lords, and the Commons (hould fee that 

h^ Ijfeolle^ed, and honeftly difppfed of for the 

1' . ^proprietors of Hiat Company, according tothe 

tiShrft Aft, or any future Adl of Parliament that 

:^je for regulating the Difpofal of that Money. 

rhcrtforc is in Honour obliged to fee that it was 

i. -,»,.#„; ^.rrfiLi of In fuch a Cafe are we to fatisfy our- 

hh b 1-g told, that tho' the Terms of the A 61 of 

rrtcnt v;\ r not llriftly complied with, yet the Money 

4k<ibly liifpofed of for the Benefit of the Proprietors 3 

twhtn Ellis equitable Difpofal comes out at laft to 
pofal of it towards Payment of Debts^ as to which 
n c-^r. tt'; hnw or when they were contrafted? And, 
.iJ5j I iuu4 obferve, that it looks much the moi« 

fufpi^ipos^ 
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fufptciouss becaufe that fuch a large Debt was paid ofTwitb^ Anno 6. Geo.Ih 
out any Orders or Dire^ioos of a General Court of that i733« 
Company for fo doing ; if fuch Diredlions had been afked 
for, it may at leaft be prefumed that the General Court 
wourd in their Turn have asked, how fuch a large Debt 
came to be contra£led i 

* Therefore, my Lords, as a general Enquiry into that 
Company's AfFairr is become abfolutely necefcry, and as ic 
cannot be fuppofed that we (hall have Time during this Scf-. 
fion of Parliament, or even during any one -whole beflion of 
Parliament, to go through fuch a general Enquiry, 1 (hall 
take the Liberty to move. That a Committee may be ap- 
pointed to examine irflo the Management of the AfFars o^ 
the Soutif-Sea Company ever iince the Year 1 720, and for 
thatPurpofe to fit during the Recefs of Parliament at fuch 
l^laces and Times as they (hall appoint, and that they may 
have Power to fend for Perfons, Papers and Records. 

' The appointing of fuch a Committee is, my Lords, d 
Method that in former Cafes has been pradifed by both 
Houfes ; and if the other Houfe thinks proper they may 
hkewife appoint a Committee of their Houfe, to fit in Con- 
jan£lion with the Committee to be appointed by your Lord- 
Ihipsj to the End that both Houfes may, againltnext Seflion 
of Parliament, be made fully acquainted with all the Proceed- 
ings and Tranfaftions in the Management of that Compa- 
ny's Affairs. By this Method, my Lords^ if there has been 
any MIfmanagement, as it feems apparent there has, your 
Lordihips will then be able fully and ckaily to dtfcovcr 
whc have been the Authors of fuch Mismanagement j 
you will be able to diAinguiih between the Gutlty and 
the Innocent: The CharaAers of the Later will llierc- 
by be vindicated from thofc Jealoulies ar.i SLifv' / 

now labour under, and upon the Guihy, I ^ r 

Lordfhips will inflidl fuch Penalties as m^y *i 

PraAices for the future. This Commits s«/ 

move for, ought, I think, to be chofen b} 
confifl of any Number your Lordfliips (hall \ 
{even wiU, I believe, be foiiicient, and uierciur - 1 UiAit 
move for that Number.' 

Then the Lord Carteret fpokc as foDows : 
My LorJsy 

* I fhall readily agreewith this Motion, becaiife Ithiri^^^B Ctftiivf 
have met with fo little Satisfadion as to the particul^ 
we have enquired into, that it is incumbent: upon 
are, out of that Regard which we ought always 
for the Honour and Dignity of this Houfe, obliged^ 
in Duty to our Country bound to proceed rurther. 
fenadce a general Enquiry into tht whole MAiiaj^f m^nt 

Comi 



IUi»B. <S«o.lI. C<mi{)any*s Afeirs, ever frncc the Year tyid. 'flic Crc- 
»713* ditors of the^Publick ought always to be under the fpecial 
^ Care of the Publick ; and as this Hoafe has joined with the 
other Parts of the Legiflature in vefting almoft the whole 
Debts of the Nation into the three Great Companies of 
Eajl-India, Bank^ and South-Sea, your Lordfhips arc, I 
think, in Honour obliged to take Cai'e, that the Crcditon 
of the Publick fhall not be cheated and defrauded by thofe^ 
whom they may from Time to Time chufe to be the Direc- 
tors and Managers of their Affiiirs. 

* This, nny Lords, ought always to be our Care, but 
inore cfpecially arc we bound to look to it, when fomc very 
odd Pieces oi Management appear even at the Bar of GUI' 
own Houfe. If the Books of the South-Sea Company had 
been kept in a dilHn^l and regular Manner, it would have 
been eaty for your Lordfhips to have had from them all the 
Satisfaction that could have been defired, either with Re- 
fped to the general State of that Company's Affairs, or 
with Refpedt to any particular Branch of their Bufinefs ; 
but from the Enquiry we have already made, it appears that 
the Books of that Company have been kept in a very con- 
fufed and irregular Manner ; in fuch a Manner as is alto- 
gether unintelligible to thofe who are Strangers to the Msm* 
agemcnt of their Affairs^ and cannot, we find, be explained 
even by thofe who are the Book-keepers and Servants of 
the Company. Prom hence, my Lords, I think there Is 
great Caufc to fufpedt fome lurking Frauds : In this, as 
well as in all fuch Cafes, I am apt to l>elieve, that this 
Obrcurity procerds from a Dcfign ; that their Books were 
i'cpt in %\xi> cr;M"ufed Manner on purpofe to conceal fome 
-' 1 the Managers durft not venture to expofe 
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deration alone is fufEcient, in my Opinion^ 
Lordfhips to enter into a general Enquiry 
<if that Company j and fince it appears 
quiry muft take up a very long Time, and 
I. oxaft Scrutiny into many Volumes of Books 
I rhiok the only efFedlual Way of carrying on 
nq 111:7 wi^^ b^> to appoint a Committee for that 
to i\\ during the Recefs of Parliament, in order 
my rnsy iiavc Tiipe to prepare Matters^ and to put 
founts of that Company into as diftinft and clear a 
at IS poffible between this and next Seflion of Par- 
t ; for which Reafon I am for agreeing with the Mo- 
lade by the noble liOrd near me/ 
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Tke Duke of Ntwcaftle fpokc next. Anno ^. Ceo^ Jf. 

My Lords, 'T^ j^ 

* I*Qia]l always be ready to join in any Mcafurc which I J- Tl* "^i 
think proper and coflfilhrnt with our Conftitution, for inquir- * ^ ** 
ing into the Management of any public Affair, when fuch 

Inquiry becomes neceilary ; bat as to the appointing of fuch 
a Committee as is now propofed, I mud think it neither pro-» 
per nor confident with our Conditution. I even doubt, my 
Lords, if fuch a Committee can be appointed any ofher Way, 
than by an A£t of Parliament ; for if this Houfe diould af- 
fome a Power of appointing fuch Committees, it would be 
giving in (bme Meafure a perpetual Being to this Houfe ; it 
would be putting it oat of his Majedy's Power to prorogue 
tie Houfe, for if we did not fit as a Houfe, we might be al« 
ways fitting as a Committee ; we might delegate what Pow- 
er we pleafed to fuch Committees, we might make chem of 
what Number we pleafed ; we might even order that every 
Lord that came diould have a Vote. If fuch a Conunittee 
fhoold be appointed, it would not be eafy, my Lords, to con- 
fine it to any particular Branch of Bufinefs ; it would not be 
eafy to confine them to the Inquiring only into the Affairs 
recommemied to them by the Houfe, they might find Preten- 
ces to inquire into any other Affair they pleafed, as being 
fome Way connedted with the Affair into which they had 
been appointed to inquire, and thus they might extend their 
loqoiries into alt the public Affairs of the Nation, and into 
all the Bufinefs of the Adminidration. A Committee of botK 
Houfes fitting during the Recefs of Parliament, with Power 
to fend for Perfons, Papers, and Records, and without any 
Reftraint opon that Power, would be a mod terrible Thing, 
and might be turned to the Oppreffion of many of his Maje- 
fty^s bed Sabjeds. 

• Bat granting, my Lords, that the appointing of fuch % 
Committee, in the Manner now propofed, is ccniitlcr^t - :^'^ 
our Conditution, yet, I believe, your Lorddiip- v 
low, that it is a very extraordinary Method of ' '' ■^, 
and therefore ought never to be pradiifed but i of 
the greated Confequence, and fuch as require th ".ivmii jJil- . 
patch* neither of which can be fo much as preteri^iL^i vvtU re- 
fped to the Affair in Hand. Ixjs fo farotherw^k^ Eli-ii, la 
my Opinion, there has Nothing of a Fraud ap^i m^J in ihc 
late Management of the ^^»/;&-^^» Company *s /\\-^.vu- 
any Inquiries we have made t It has, my Lord^ j.^l: 
appear at your Bar, that the Produce of the 1 1 r_ Dirc^or^ 
Edates was all applied to the Benefit of the Pr nLfars, by 
paying off the Company's Debts ) and if fuch A[ ; rution wM 
made without the Dircdions of a general Court v - vnly 
a Miftake as to Form, it was only neglcAing to have that ex.* 
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Aono 6. Geo.II. pn& Approbation, whkh the Diredors might have had from 
Jl^ , any general Court of that Company ; and as that was a pub- 
lic Tranfadtion, and well known to all the Proprietors, their 
never having found Fault with it in any general Court of that 
Company, held finoe that Time, is, in my Opinion, a tadc 
Approbation of what was then done. 

' But, my Lords, if it had adually appeared to us, that 
there had been Frauds committed, if any of your Lordfhips 
are fufpicious of (iidi a Thing, you may, at the B^inning 
of next Seflion of Parliament, enter upon fuch an Inquiry, and 
if you enter upon it at the Beginning of a Seffion, you may 
certainly finifli it before the End of the^Seflion : In the mean 
Time neither the Affair itfelf, nor the Company, nor any 
private Perfon, can fuffer by the Delay : It is not fo much as 
fnfpe^led, that any Gentleman, concerned in the late Ma- 
nagement of that Company's Affairs, will withdraw s and the 
Books of the Company, and all the Papers and Writings ne- 
cefiary for fuch an Inquiry, muff remain in the State they 
au>e now in ? It is not to be fuppofed, that any of them wiU 
be altered, cancelled, or deftroyed, becaufe the A£urs of that 
Company are now under the Management of a quite diftient 
Set of Gentlemen, who, of Confeqnence, have the Cufiodj 
of all tbofe Books and Writings, and who will certainly ne- 
ver permit any Thing to be done, that may involve them in 
the Guilt of other Men. % 

* In ihort, my Lords, whatever State the Company's Af- 
fairs may be in, as there does not appear to us any Complaint 
among the Proprietors of that Company ; iince no Applica- 
tion has been made to us by them, I can fee no Neceffity for 
our entering upon it immediately^ and, for that End, to make 
fuch ^n Encroachment upon our Conffitution, as would be 
^ nipAc by ^ppoiDting a Conmiittee in the Manner propofed^ 
~ mjd therefore I cartnot agree to it. 
I, of Chtilcr. ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ '^^ C^'KJI^^ ^pok« ^ follows : 

W * The appointing of fuch a Committee, as is now propos- 

ed. b» in my Opinion, no Way inconffffent with our Confti- 
tution, but, on the contrary, has been frequently pra6U{ed, 
and i& often ntccHary for preparing Things to be laid before 
^e Vtoa SeiliDii of Parliament. From fuch a Committee 
tilt re isi^DEhing to be dreaded by any but thofe who have 
been guilty ot Crimes, and under a juff and prudent Admi- 
ulib-atlon Criminals ought never to be left at Eafe ; it ought 
alw^p CO be the Lot of the Guilty to be under, continual 
Fcarfi and ;^ppJ■ehcn^lons ; it is what they always will be, 
wlucther ^^^c- appoint fuch a Committee or no. It will be 
Impoflible for this Houfe, or^ny Committee we fhall appoint^ 
fo liifpcft and examine fo many voluminous Books of Ac- 
!r. * counci 
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couts, or to extnSt tay Thing that may be clear and (adf- Aaiio6.Gfo.n< 

£idorx, oat of foch a Heap of Confufion, during foch a ^ 2111 

(hort Time as that of the ufoal Continuance of one Seffion ~^ 
of Parliament. 

' As to there being no Application from the Proprietors^ 
it is of no Manner of Signification in the prefent Cafe : It 
it well known that there are lood CompUints againft the late 
Mans^ement of that Company*s Affairs, and from what we 
have wen and heard at our own Bar, it appears, that thefe Com- 
plaints are not altogether groandlcfs. Our having had no 
Application from the Proprietors of that Company made to 
osy is, I think, fo far from being an Argument againft our 
entring upon an Inquiry, that it is a flrong Argument for it ; 
confidering what we h«ur withoat Doors, coniidering what 
ve have leen within Doors the Want of fuch an Applica- 
tion ooght to be to as a convincing Proof, that moft of thofe 
who nfaally compofe the general Courts of that Company, 
are nnder an Influence which prevents their looking into their 
own Affiuia. But confider, my Lords, that, among the 
Proprietors, there are many Widows and Orphans, there are 
many Perfons who cannot appear at general Courts, or look 
into the Management of their own Affairs ; thefe, my Lords, 
are properiy under your Care, and I hope your Lord/hips 
will never think that Time ill fpent, which is fpent in doing 
what may prevent the entire Ruin of the Widow and the 
Fttherlefs. 

' From Experience we may learn, that the Proprietors of 
puUick Stocks never come to either Houfe of Parliament to 
complain, till their Affairs are paft Redrefs ; as long as thej 
can iell their Property at any Price, they are afraid of ap- 
plying for Redre6, left the current Price of their Property 
fhoold thereby be diminifhed j and therefore tlv. .... . ^me 

to cnnplain as long as there is any Thing left. Thcti i nd^td^ 
my Lords, they refolve upon applying to Parliament^ aodj. 
npon fach Occaflons, we generally £kd that Women aad 
Children are thegreateff Sufferers. 

* To conclude, my Lords, as neither your liordfl^ij^^ eor 
the PoUick have received any Satisfadion firom the Imguity 
hitherto made, it is become neceffary for os to appoint {nch 
a Committee as has been moved for, becaufe -A thi^ SdBo^ 
ihould break up without proceeding any further than |i^' 
have yet done, it will be believed tbit the whole Affair is ^ 
an End ; from thence, my Lords, there may be Conjedui 
made by the Publick, which may be derogiatory both to I 
Honour and Dignity of this Houfe, and therefore I am for 
agreeing with the Motion the noble Lord by me was j^lcafed ;^; 
to make.* § 

The Farl of Strafford dechrcd, that he was for the Mo- f. of StraffonL 
1733. Z z tion. 
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Anno 6. Geo.II. tion, but faid, that a8 the laft Committee of that Nature had 
1733' confided of twelve Lords, therefore he would propofe that 
^■^'"^v '^ -J jjjg Motion (hould be for 'appointing a Committee of Twelve ; 
U Bathurft. ^i^jch the Lord Batburft agreed to. The Biftiop of Lincoln 
Ifof Iby!° ^P^^« ^^^ '**« Motion, and the Earls of Ilay and War^icA, 
E. of Warwick, the Lord Vifcount Falmouth ^ and the BiQiop of Bamgor a- 
W Falmouth, gainft it ; and the Queftion being put, That a feled Commit- 
Pp of Bangor, tee be appointed of Twelve Lords, to be chofcn by Ballot, 
Motion for ap* to examine into the Tranfadlions and Proceedings of the 
pointing a Com- South Sea Company, from Ftb, 2, 1720, and to lay their 
mittec of Twelve Report before the Houfc ; it was refolvcd in the Negative. 
theP?^edi!!^ Content 70, Not-Content 75. 

of the South -Seji 
Company. Diffenittni 

P ft K ^* Becaufe the prefent Debt of the Kingdom being almofl 
ga7i^c being put wholly incorporated into the Three Great Companies, it be- 
thcieoA. hoves the Legidature who are the proper Guardians of the 

Fublick Creditors, to take all poiTible Care that they foSttt 
no Injury in their Eflates, by any Frauds committed in the 
Management of them : For tho* the Diredtors are chofen hy 
a General Court, they are inveHed with fuch exteiiiive 
Powers, that they are capable, by abufing their Trail, of 
doing infinite Mifchief to the Proprietors, unlefs their Pro- 
ceedings are vigilantly watchM and controulM by that fup- 
ream Authority under whofe Sandion they ad, and by 
which only fuch Pradlices can be effedually }>revented or 
punifhed. 

I[. Becaufe this Houfe having been induced, by the Rea« 
,ibns before-mentioned, to begin an Inquiry into the Ma> 
Dagement of the South-Sea Company, ue apprehend, 
that our Honour is engaged to anfwer thofe expeditions 
^JiicU lUc i'ablickhad fo juftly conceived from it ; and fince 
\t Hiif^TTC il Seafon of the Year will not permit us to £ni(h 
~t^ ition during thd prefent SefficAi of Parliament, 

li r d a Committee was the only proper Way left co 

tJ^ iark and intricate Affairs, which require a very 

ti\<^. I sn into many voluminous Books ; it appearing 

l^i^p by wlut we have feen and heard at our Bar, that the 
Ac^uiiLs 0/ this Company have been kept in a very confused, 
irfegubr, and unwarrantable Manner, in order, as we ap- 
prebend^ 10 conceal Frauds, and defeat all Inquiries. 

TIL Hi. L L^fe the great DiArefTes and Calamities of the 
^r Year 17 :ri. iiaving been occailioned by the Directors, at that 

■■ Tirne, LLLclring fuch extravagant Dividends as the Com- 

^BpiFr^ able to fupport ; the Legiflature have, in all 

^^^^^ ^t'ng to this Corporation, which paffcd fince 

^ ^M I ^"'E . ; ken the utmoll Care to prohibit and reftrain 

J{hcDirtci-*i frftm being guilty of the like PiadUccs; ycc 

fiot- 




( i8i ) 

notwMiftaiidnig thb, they hare been fo hi from taking Anno 6. Oeo,IL. 
Warning from the Examples made of their Predeceflbrs, . ^^- , 
that it appears by the Accounts laid before the Hoafc» that 
although by the Caih which came into their Hands, and by 
the Sale of Four Millions of Stock to the Bank, and by the 
Loans of Stodc and otherwiie, they were fufficiently enabled 
to pay off the Debt of Five Million, Four Hundred Thou- 
fand Pounds then owing to the Company, as in Juftice and 
Prudence they ought to have done ; yet influence, as we 
have Reafon to beueve, by the corrupt Views of fome few, 
who mTiy have aflamed to themfehret the whole Management 
of the Af^Lirs of this Corporation, they left great Part of their 
Debt on Bonds at Intereft unpaid, and by unwarrantable Di- 
vidends out of the Money, in order to give a fallacious Va« 
loe to their Stock, Multitudes of His Majefty's SubjeSs have 
been defrauded ; and they have without the Knowledge of 
Che Proprietors, not only diifipated above 2,300,000 /. re- 
ceived from the Diredon Eftates, but they have likewiie 
brought a new Debt of 2,000,000 L upon the Company, 
aad thereby diminiihed the Capital of every Propietor*s 
Stock, by which means great Injury and Injuftice have in 
numerous Inftances been done to Orphans and the Rever£o- 
nary Heirs of thofie Eftates, to the great Difhonoor of the 
Poblick Faith, and Difcreditof the Nation. 

IV. Becaufe although the Dirpdors applied to Parliament 
in the Year 1727, for their Authority to difpofe of the Pro- 
dace of the Ellates of the forfeiting DireAors, pretended to 
be then remaining in their Hands ; yet it appears by the Ac- 
counts now before ns, that the greateft Part of this Money 
had been before a£lua]ly divided out in extraordinary Divi- 
dends i and when, in order to give fome Colour to thefe 
Proceedings, they obtained an A6t of Parliament to difpofe 
of thefe Eftates, they never called a General Coarc to ac- 
quaint chem with the State of this Account, or tci take their 
Diiedions for the Application of any remaining Pare of ihtife 
Eftates, notwithftanding they were expreisly reqiiir'd fo to- 
do by the faid AQ. 

V. Becaufe there is Reafon to believe, from a general 
View of the fame Accounts, that there are many Aniclcs^ 
hitherto unexamined, under which a Multitude of i raaJs may 
be concealed, fuch as buying, felling, creating, ^inJ iduing 
of Bonds; employing irregularly the Cafli of the Company •^'' 
which lay in their lunds, whilfl the Proprietors ^ture pay* 
ing Intercft for Money borrowed of the Bank ; 1: ran fading 
Stock Abroad, and felling fiditioas Stock at II nic, with 
many other PradiceS of the like Nature, too loi g ^ud v^ 
rious to be particularly explained : For thefe Rrvl^ns^ we 
conceive^ it was abfolutely neceflary to hafe appointed a '^^ 

Com- 
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Aiiiio6.Gco.n. Commitliee, as the only Method to diftineaifli the few who 
»T33^ probably arc crimiiial, from many GentTemeQ who may at 
»~"— ^ prcTent lie unjalUy imder the fame Impotation, efpccially 
at a Time when a Bill was adaally depending for dividing 
the Capital of this Company, Three-fourths into Annuities, 
and leaving the remaining Quarter to be a Trading Stock, 
with a large Debt and Demands upon it onliqoidated, and 
the Value of it confequently unknown ; which, fhoiild it 
pafs into a Law, will, in all Probability, promote and en- 
courage the infamous Prance of Stockjobbing, to the Roia 
of great Numbers of his Majefty*s Subjeds. 

VI. Becaufe the other Houfe have frequently appointed 
Commiflioners to infpedt the Publick Accocmts daring the 
Interval of Parliament, as the only pradicable Method of 
arriving at any Knowledge in fuch A^airs ; a Method, in- 
deed, too much difufed of late Years : We therefore ap- 
prehend, that no jud Objedion either was or could be made 
to a Committee, which is perfe£lly agreeable (o the Nature 
of oar Conftitation, cannot be of any Prejudice to the Com- 
pany, and, being confined to a particular Inquiry, can give 
no Grounds of Appreheniion to any but thofe who lue a- 
fraid it may lead to farther Difcoveries of iniquitous Con- 
trads and corrupt Bargains, in the Settlement and Tranikc- 
tionsof this Company fince the Year 1720, which fome 
Perfons have endeavoured with ib much Induihy to con^ 
ceal. 

VII. Becaufe we think it highly expedient, at this Time;, 
to vindicate the Publick Faith of the Nation, left Foreigners 
ihould be induced, by the many In fiances of Fraud and 
Corruption which have been of late difcovered in other 
Corporatioos, fuddenly to draw their Effeds out of our 
r undt, and thereby totally deftroy Publick Credit, and 
plunge u£ into inextricable Difficulties. 

r^ VIIL Becaufe the Arts made ufe of to divert os from 
^^r Duty, and to defeat this Inquiry, give as Reafons to 
profeciu^^ it with frelh Vigour; for Impunity of Guilt (if 
^ny f^jch there be) is the ftrongeft Encouragement to the 
Rcpctttinn of the fame Pradliccs in future Times, by chalk- 
ing out a fafe Method of committing the moft ilagitioas 
FtdiiH^ under the Protedion of fome corrupt and all-fiureen- 

^^^|ft : . thefe Reaions we think ourfelves under an in* 

^^^^F^ s^ip^***'^^'^'--^- Obligation to vindicate our own Honour, by 
^^^^T' Itavuig uur TeAimonies in the Journals of this Houfe, thac 
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are not under the Influence of any Man whatfoever, 
wKnle Safety may depend on the Protedion of Fraud and 
1^ Corfu prion ; and that we entered upon this Inquiry with a 

■^ fittccrg and juft Dcfign of going to the Bottom of the Evil, 

""^^ ^'^ and 
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and tppiy ing to It die moft proper and effedoal Remedies. Anno 7. Geo.ll. 

BeMrd, Sirmffmi, Brnthurft, UuhfieU, %^ffolk, Sba/Ufy '^^^^^ 
imry^ WimMjm & V^tt'mgham^ Cravem, ^mfudmUf 
CMmmt CowMtry, Stair, MmUr§/if, Brit^mjmtiTj Tbm- 
«r/, ChiflerfiiU, Carteret, Berkfliire, Brmee, March- 
memi. Ma/ham, Gunner. 

On the II tb of Jmie, the King came to the Houfe of 
Peers, and prorogued the Parliament to the 26th of Juhf. 

fti&ltftib&&&]&&£cA]|iiii&&fijln&]bfifi2rft«rA&A 'The Pftrlbmeat 

The Seventh Session of the First Par- 
liament oj King GEORGE II. 

ON the 17th of January the King came to the Hoofe/ 
and opened the Seffioo with a Speech * to both' 
Hodes. Tbe King being withdrawn, the Lord 
Herwp mov'd for an Addrefs of Thanks ; and being ie- 
conded hy Lord Caiegan, the Motion was agreed to with- 
cat Oppofition : The Earl of Chefterfield only declared 
his DdGire, that no Words or Exprefflons that might be put 
into their Addrefs, (hould afterwards be made nfe of, either LdHenrey*iMo- 
fbr or againft any Propofition that might afterwards be^^^J Th^Sikt 
made, or any QaelUon that might arife in that Hoafe. Then* for the King** 
a Coflunittee was appointed to draw op an Addrefs, which Speech at open- 
was mefented to hb Majefty the next Day, as follows : ^"8 ^ Seventh 
• # * ^ . ft . Seflion. 

* laojt GraaoMJ Soveretgjt, j, Cadooan 

' \yl7 fi yottr Majefty 's moft dutiful and loyal Subje6ls, the g, of cSftcr- 

* V V Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament aflem- field. 
' bled, beg Leave, in the humblcft Manner, to return your 

' Majefty oor grateful and ilncere Thanks for your moft gra- 
' dons Speech from the Throne. 

* Your Majefty has given too many Proofs of your gnoti 

* Offices and Endeavours to preferve the public Peat t^ and ^'^ Adirifv, 

* Tranquility, for us not to be thoroughly pcrfuaded, that 

* Your Majefty cannot, rcgardlefs and unconcerned, br hold 

* a War now unhappily begun in Europe, undertaken by fo 

* powerful an Alliance, and profecuted with fo much Viv our, 
' And as no Occafion can require more Caution, more VVif- 

* dom, and more Circumfpedtion, than the>prefent, totli^te 

* what Part is tbe moft proper for Gnat Britain to sua ; fo 
' we have the fulleft Satisfaction in reflcding, in whofe Drcail 
'it lies, to make that Deternnination for us. 

* And as your Majefty has avoided coming to any final De- ,* 
' termination, till all Engagennents, by which you are bound } 

* CO the feveral Powers concerned, are duly examined, till 

* all 
• See Chandler's Hiftory of the Commoni, Aiiao!i;734, p. i. 
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Mftaoj. Geo. 11. ' all Fads are fully and &irly dated, and till the Sefult of the 
i733-4« ' Councils of other Powers, in the fame Sitaation with your Ma- 
^^ ^ ^ * jcfty, arc krtown ; fo we cannot but look on this prudent Suf- 

* penceof your Refolutions as an £arr.eftof oar Safety in your 
' Majefty *s Councils ; not doubting, but the fame Wifdom which 
' prompted your Majefty to delay your Determination, will alfo 

* dired your Choice, whenever you (hall come to make it. 

* The whole Series of your Majefly's Tranfadions, during 

* your moft glorious and happy Reign, has convinced us, that 
' there is no Talk to which you are unequal, no^ any DifE- 
' culties^you cannot furmount : We therefore beg Leave to 
' aiTure your Majefty, not only of our Gratitude for your paft, 
' but our Reliance on your future Care ; and intreat your 
^ Majefty to believe, that it is as impofiible for us, who are 

* benefited by the Merit of that Condud, not to do every 
*, Thing in our Power to deferve it, as it is even for thofe 
' who wifh it lefs, not to allow it. 

< Whatever £xpe6bitions therefore, thofe who are envious 

* of the Profperity, jealous of the Honour, or Rivals to the 

* Intereft of the Brttijb Nation, may conceive from the Re- 

* fult of our Deliberations in Parliament i yet when all Eu- 
' rope (hall fee, that every new Opportunity we have of de- 

* daring our Sentiments, is a new Proof of the Harmony fub- 
' (ifting between your Majefty and your Subje£b, and of the 

* Confidence they place in you, we doubt not, but that all 

* Hopes of Advantage to be taken from what (hall pais a- 

* mongft us, will be immediately difpeUed, and that the Zeal» 
' Vigour, and Unanimity, that (hall appear amongil os, will 
' not only double the Affiduity of thofe who court your Ma- 

* jefty's Friendfhip, but the Apprehenfions of thofe (if any 

* fuch there are) who may provoke your Refentment. 
' And becaufe the fureft Way, in thefe genera] Troubles 

' and Commotions, to prevent any Defign being formed to 

* moleil or annoy your Majefty's Dominions, is to (hew how 

* anfucccffiful fuch a Defign mud prove ; Nothing (hall be 
^vantingon our Part, that may conduce to the ftrengthen- 

' ing your Majefly's Hands, and putting the Nation, at this 
' criiical and important 7an€ture, in fuch a Pofture of De- 
fence, a> (hall efiedually protect its Honour from any la- 
r fah, its Safety from any Danger, and its Tranquility from 
any Arttmpttodifturbit. 

* We bt'g Leave alfo to a(rure your Majefty, that the ibia 
atid due Regard we always pay to your Royal Recommen- 
dation, a> wen as a proper Concern for the Support of onr 
own Characters and Dignity, will certainly make us avoid, 
with the utmoft Caution, all Heats and Animofities in otir 
Debates, that we may (hew, with a becoming Unanimity. . 
our Doty to your Majefty, our Care of the public Welfare, 

' and. 
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« and oar Regard to the Interdb and Liberties of the Peo- Anno 7; Geo. II, 

* pie : We will alfo prevent, as far as in us^ lies,i(any impro- '7 33-4- 

* per Delays retarding the Difpatch of public Bufineis, or ^ ^^r'^ ■^ 
' protra£ting the Sei&on into any nnneceflary Length, that 

' your MajdHy may not have the jult Pleafure you propofe 
' to yoor felfy in taking again the Senfe of the Nation in a 

* new Rcprefentative, poftponed ; bat that you may receive 
' the earlieil Demonftrations of the Goodwill of your Peo- 

* pie, and have the Satisfaction to fee they are as capable of 

* gratefully feeling that Happinefs they enjoy under your 
' Majeily*s juft and wife Government, as you are ready and 

* willing to confer it.* 

The King*s Anfwer. 
«* MjLorib, 
** f Thank yoa for this dutiful and loyal Addrefs. The His Majefty's 
*' X Satisfaction you exprefs in my con^nt Attention and Anfwer. 
*' Endeavours for preferring the public Peace and Tranqui- 
" lity, and promoting the Interefis of my People, is extream- 
*' ]y acceptable to me; and as the Honour and Dignity of my 
'' Crown, and the Good of my Kingdoms, are my fole View, 
" you may be aflured of the Continuance of my Care and 
** Vigilance for thofe deflrable Ends, and of my firm Refo- 
** lotion, in all Events, to take fuch Meafures as may bell an- 
*' fwer the Confidence you repofe in me, and fecure the Safe- 
«c ty and Happinefs of the Nation.** 

On the 1 3 th of February the Duke of Marlborough * pre- 1>- of Marlbo- 
fented to the Houfe t a Bill, f ^^^ ^^' better fecurin^ /^^ roughj^s Motion 
OmfiituiUn, bjfreventing the Officers of fuch Land-Forces, gXcthcW. . 

1733.4. A a as '' 

* HebeqmnfDuke of Marlbrough fince the Sixth ^ci'ma hy t|m 
Death of Henrietta Duchefsof Marlbrough, in right of hi ^,> 
was ant Sifter to her Grace, and one of the Co-HeireHl; - ' ^ 
Duke of Marlbrough ; being before Earl of Sunderland. 

{^Isthe Houfe of Peers, every Lord has the Privilcgi; < 
to the Houfe any Bill he pleafes to draw up ; which Bill ^ 
afirftTimej then the Lord that prefented it, or fomc < 
for a fiecond Reading, upon which Motion a Debate enfut 
in the Houfe are againft bringing in or paffing fuch Bill. 

f The following is a Copy of the Bill. 

* Whereas, no Standing- Army can, in Time of Peace, V: r 
' kept up within this Realm, but by Authority of Parlu^n^c 

* whereas the Safety and Liberties of this Nation do Tin ^ ^x^^^^ 
' fore) depertd upon the Experience and Virtue of the Ofiiceia " 
' the Command of the Army fhould be mtfuftcd, 'whencvtr 
' tary Force (ball be judged proper to be raifcd or kept on Fo<J 

* to the End that Perfoas of Fortune and Virtue ratf. be 

* expoije .their lives for the Safety and Liberties of their < 
' not be fubje^, by fecret and malicious Reprcfentations^ to 1 
' ed or removed from their rcfpcdtivc Fofts in the Army> ^U 

* Charge or Pretence of Neglert or Breach of Duty, or \*M 

* Examination or Tryal whntfoevcr : May it pleafe your m^il 

* Majcfty, That it may be- cnaclcd, and be it ena^cd I thi? 
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^Uuio 7. Geo. 1h asjhall at any Time he allonved by Juthorifl bf FarUammtt 
from being depri*ued of their CommiJJion$j other^wifi thou By 
Judgment of a Court Martial^ to be held for that Purpofe^ 
or by Addrefs of either Houfe of Parliament, His Grace 
introduced the Bill with a Speech, fetting forth the Ne- 
ceiTicy of making fotne fuch Regulations in a Country which 
glories in the ' Name of Liberty, and where? the People arc 
fo happy as to preferve that Freedom, after moll of their 
Neighbours had loft theirs by the very Means, which he 
propofed to obviate by the Bill he then prefented to the 
Houfe. A Motion being made for a fecond Reading of the 
faid Bill, feveral Lords called for the Queftion : Hereupon 
the Earl of Chefierfield flood up, and fpoke as follows : 

My Lords^ 

* As there feems to be fome of your Lord(hips againft the 
fecond Reading of this Bill, I am furprifed to hear the Qae^ 
flion fo much infilled on, before any liOrd who feems to be 
againft a fecond Reading has flood up to give any one Rea- 
fon for his being fo. If any Motion is made, if aay Bill is 

prefented. 



Debate thereon. 



E. ©f Chcfter- 
£eld. 




* moft excellent Majcfty , by' and with the Confent of the Lords Spiri- 

* tual and Temporal, and Commons in this prcfent Parliament afTembkd, 
' and by the Authority of the fame. That from and after the 

' Day of no Captain of any of his Majefty's Troops of Guards, 

* or any CommifTion-Officcr under them, nor any Colonel, lieutenant- 
' Colonel, or Major of a Regiment, or Captain, Lieutenant, Comet, 

* or Enfign of any Troop or Company, belonging to any Regiment, or 

* of any Independent Troop or Company^ or any Officer imder them, 
' having his Commiflion from the Crown, fhall be caihicrM or removed 

* (other than to an higher Poft) or difcharged from his CommifBon, or 
' be deprived of the Pay belonging to the fame, in any other Manner 

* than is hereafter prcfcribcd, any Ufage to the contrary notwith- 

' And bt it further enafted by the Authority aforefaid. That if any 

* nf the Officii ^ ! 'fore named /hall be guilty ot any Breach of Duty, or 
" i ■:''.: rrt'ife mif-b-h ive themfelvcs in the faid Offices, That then it ibaU. 
' ?.,. . ybfl .. rui for his Majelly, his Heirs and SucceflTors, to grant 

r his or their Sign Manual, to any Officer, not un- 
.1 Field -Officer, to try fuch Perfon by a Court- 

* lYiaitiaij if^ i 1 ivirvnncr and Form, andfubjeft to fuch Rules, Regu- 

* ktl^ ;ind M4.ibods of Tryal, as have been ufually obferred in 

* CVl5^t«*^1^r'K^f, 1 or trying Perfons for Ncgle£t of Duty , or other Mif- 
' E>,i r. i tlif- Army, and to cafhier, remove, or difcharge any 
■ cr ''V'T, if fuch Court-Martial fhall adjudge the fame, any 

* *' rii in- d to the contrary notwithftanding. 

, That nothing herein contained fhall extend, or he 

\ to hinder or prevent his Majefty, his Hciii or 

!:janding, breaking, or reducing all, or any of the 

j , or Companies now in being, or which /hall or 

h 1 jfter, when ever his Maje/ly, his Heirs or Soccef- 

": iV to disband or reduce the fame. 

Kka JJi>^ i'hat it /ball and may be lawful for his Majefly, his 

rid Si..i;ciTiT\, to cafiiier or remove any Officer whatfoercr, 

rj Adtirtls Ircm either Hcufc cf Parliament for that Purpofc* 
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prdented to tiib Houfe, were it an Afiair of no Cocfe^ Aano 7. Geo. II. 
qneocey yet it is a Refjpe^ doe to the noble Lord who makes '2^— f* ■ 
the Motion, or preients the Bill, not to put a Negative upon ^^ - 
it without giving Tome Reafons for fo doing ; but in the pre- 
ient Cafe it cannot be prettoded, bat chat the Bill now pre- 
fented to OS is an Affiiir of the otmoll Confequence ; the Bill 
offered to us is, in my Opinion, not only a good, but a ne* 
ceilary Bill, and the noble Duke has given us fo drong Rea- 
ions for its Pa£ng» that I hope your Lordihips will not (o 
mock as endeavour to put a Negative upon it, without firfl 
givii^ ibme Sort of a Reafon for what you are about to do. 

' liich a Method of Proceeding, my Lords, is beneath the 
Dignity of this Hoofe, it will really look as if fomething elfe 
than Reaibo and Argument prevailed in this Houfe ; and if 
a (econd Reading of a Bill of fuch Confequence be in fuch a 
Manner refufed, 1 am fnre the World will conclude, that no 
good Reaibn could be given for fo doing, which, of Courfe, 
mxA bring this Houie into the utmoft Contempt, in the Opi- 
BioBof the Generality of the Nation : This is a Confequence 
that, 1 am convinced, twtty one of your Lordihips muft think 
yoori^ves concerned in, and therefore I hope that fome of 
thofe Locds who are to give their Negative to the fecond 
ReaidiBgof this Bill, will ftand up and give us their Reafons 
for being of that Opinion : At prefent my Opinion happens 
to be different from theirs, but I now dedare to them, tha; 
if iofficient Anfwers are not made to every Objedion they 
ihall ffart againft the iecond Reading, 1 ihall mod readily 
quit the Opinion I am now of, and join with them in putting 
a N^iadve upon the Bill.^ 

Hereupon Lord Her*uey (aid, Ld Hervcv, 

My l^dt, 

' I am one of thofe, and I believe there are a great many 
sM>rc^ who aje againff the (econd Reading of this Bill. I did 
not, 'tis true, rife up inunediately after the Motion was 
made, to give my Reafons for being againft a fecond Ivc.id - 
in^ becaufel thought the Bill was of a Nature fo vc y cxl- 
traordinajy^ and the Objedions to it fo ftrong and fo t\ \u^\\^^ 
that I thought it anneceiiary iix me' or any other Lord 
Houfe, to give himfelf or the Houfe the Trouble of e 
ing them : But iince the noble Lord, who fpoke lafl, 
isi much upon it, in order to fatisfy him, I (hall giv 
of thofe Reafons which prevail with me to be againS a 
Reading of the Bill now before us ; and if either thai 
luord, or any other, can give fui&cient Anfwers tc 
Reafons^ I (hall moft readily join with thofe noble Lor 
are for reading this Bill a fecond Time. "?* ^jm 

• With roe, ray Lords, one of the principal Objedlions a*;"^ 
gainft the Bill is, that I look upon it as an open and ^ din^6t\ 
1733-4. A a 2 Attack * 
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Anno 7. Geo. II. Attack upon the Prerogative of the Crown. It is an Attack 
'733-4' upon a Prerogative which hb Majefty and his Anceftors have 
enjoyed ever fince our Monarchy had a Being ; and we all 
know how nearly connected the Privileges of this Houfe are 
with the Prerogatives of the Crown ; we know, my Lords, 
that the laft open and' direct Attack that was made upon the 
Prerogatives of the Crown, ended in the total Subverfion of 
our Monarchy, and an entire DiiTolution of this Houfe ; and 
therefore I cannot but be furprifed to fee a Bill of this Nature 
brought firft into this Houfe : If fuch a Bill had paffed the 
other Houfe, and had been fent up to us from thence, I do 
not doubt but that every one of your Lordfliips would have 
eafily feen thro* the Defign ; you would have feen the Snare 
that was laid againll the monarchical Eftablifliment of our 
Government, upon which the Privileges of every Lord in the 
Nation abfolutely depend ; this would have given your Lord- 
fhips a juft Alarm ; and this, I doubt not, would have made 
you receive fuch a Bill in the Manner it deferved. 

* 1 have often heard, my Lords, of a Compad^ between 
the King and the People, and a Compa6t upon which, it is 
(aid, our Conftitution and Government depend ; if there.be 
any fuch, the Nature of it mud certainly be mulnal. On 
the one Part our Kings are obliged not to ufurp or encroach 
upon the Liberties and Privileges of the People ; but furely 
there mud be a Counter-part, and by that there mud be an 
Obligation upon the People not to ufurp or encroach npoo 
the Powers and Prerogatives of the Crown ; for it would be 
a very unjuft Company if on the one Hand, the King 3Vt8 
mod (Iriftly tied down, and on the other Hand, the People 
left at full Liberty to encroach as often, and as fir, as they 
pleafed upon the Prerogatives of the Crown. This cannot be 
the Cafe ; the CompaS mud be mutual ; and as his prefenc 
Majefty has never once attempted, nor deiires, in the lead, to 
cncroac!i upon the Liberties or the Privileges of the People, 
it would be very unjud and unfair in us to make any En- 
^oacij '?;it upon him : Nay, it would be mod anwife, and 
i^ntj*!!! f>c attended with the mod fatal Confequences ; for a 
'■, u[ Covenant upon one Side would diflblve all the Co- 
rn the other, which would at once unhinge the 
t f our Conditution. 

i; been always thought neceffary, my Lords, to give 

«our King the fole Power, of naming, preferring, and remov- 

PJ'. i.fure, the Officers of our Armies, in order to give - 

- that Power and Influence over our Armies, which 

III/ neceffary for fupporting and promoting a proper 

ifcipline among them, without which they would 

tfgqT no iTe sgafnll a foreign Enemy, and might foon be- 

" '"" moil oppreffive to the People, for whofe Safety they 

were 




( 189 ) 
wtre raifed and maintained. This Power was thooght foA1a107.Geo.II 
Bccefikry at the Time of the Revolotion, and it was then '733-4- 
thought to be of fo little Danger to the Freedom of oar COii- 
IHtntiony that at that Time, when the Liberties of the Peo- 
ple were fuUy oonfidered, when every Thing was removed 
chat coold be of dangerous Confeqaence to them, there was 
not the leaft Mention made of taking this Power from the 
Crown, or even of hijing it under any Reilraints, and 1 do 
not know any Thing that has happened, which can give us 
the leaft Ground for being of an Opinion different from that 
which was the Opinion of our Anceftors at that Time. 

' The Happineft of our Conftitution, my Lords, depends 
opon that equal Divifion of (ower, which iseftablifhed among 
the three Branches of our Legiilatnre : The executive Power, 
and the defending of the People againft their Enemies is now 
and always has been, entrndcd foleJy with our King ; and as 
long as the Execution of the Laws, or the Defence of the 
People againft their Enemies, foreign or domeftick, is entruft- 
ed with the King, it muft always be abfolutely neceftary to 
give our Kings proper Powers for thofe Purpofes ; the fo- 
prenae and ultimate Determination of all Difpotes about Pro- 
perty is lodged ibldy in this Honie ; and the Raifmg of Mo- 
ney for the public Ufe, or laying Taxes upon the People, is 
witat now icems to be principally the Province of the other 
Hoofe. Thus the three Branches of our Legiflature are a 
Ciieck upon one another, which prevents its being in the 
Power of any one of them to opprefs the People, or to de- 
Bray the other two. Under this Eftablifhment we have been 
hmppj for many Ages, under this the Nation has grown up 
to a very high Pitch of Riches and Power, and while this 
EftnMfhment continues, it is mort than probable, we fhall 
always be happy. 

« But, my Lords, by the Bill now before us, we ^re co c- 
ftabliih a fourth Power, a new Sort of Power, which, t am 
perfoaded, would foon become independent of the othcrthrcr. 
This is making a moft confiderable Alteration in or t ' 
tation ; an Alteration that may be attended with 
Omfequences, that it makes me tremble to think c 
cfbiblifti a General .for Life at the Head of a well-d j 

Army, commanded by Officers who could not be 
bac by the Confent of one another, would foon pui 
Power of that General, to make himftlf Maftei bnil) *^^ 
King and Parliament :• The Tranfitimi from Du> to A • 
iBTOttld foon become eafyforliim; by this the Co- itirun#>n 

jnight be entirely overthrown, and the Nation might be m* 

volved in a Multitude of Calamities. ^ ^'^M 

* *Tis true, my Lords, that by what is propofed in th»^ 
Bill now before us^ an Officer may ftili be removed from his 

Command 
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Anao 7.G€o. II. Cbmtnand in the Amij, upon an Addttb from either Houfe 
1733-4. of Parliament ; but as the Parliament cannot be kept always 

^inm^fmi ^ fitting, this Addreis coidd not often be fpeedily obtained j and 
if an Officer ihoald be difcovered to be confpiriag the Over- 
throw of the Government^ and flionld, notwithfiandiog, be 
continued in his Commii&m, and in the Pofleffion of that 
Powex in the Army which he had, by Virtue of his Com- 
miifion, 'till the next Seffion of Parliament^ both Hoa£» 
laight, perhaps, addrefs for tarning him oat ; but his Power 
in the Army might by that Time be fo well eftabliihed, that 
it would be out of the Power of both King and Parliament 
to diveil him of his Command ; and as for a Tryai by a 
Court-martial, I believe, it woold not be fo much as pretend- 
ed, that a Sentence could be got againft fuch an Officer, or in- 
deed againft any Officer, who had a great Influence in the 
Army : It is not to be prefumed, that Officers would be 
ready to condemn one another, ualeis it was for a Crime 
which they themfelves could no Way approve of, especially 
when they knew that they could not be reiaoved by any o- 
ther Authority. 

' Since then, my Lords, I can fee aoMauner of Occafioa 
for the Regulation now pr<^>oled, fince I am of Opinioa, that 
it would be a great Injury done to his Majelly, .d^ it would 
tend to deftroy all military Difcipline in the Army, and would 
greatly endanger, if not totally fubvert our happy ConfUtu* 
tion, I cannot therefore agree to the giving it a £scood Head- 
ing. 

E. of Orrery. The Earl of Orrery fpoke next for the QueHioa, the Earl 

£. of Cholmon- of Ch^lmondeley fpoke againU it, the Manjueis of T^xfudali 
deiey. fQj. jt^ ^q^^ (^^q (^^ Duke of NetxKofiU ikiod up, and fpoke 

n* f J""'' A '• as follows. 
D, of Ncwcaftlc. ,^ , , 
My Loras^ 

* As I fhall certainly give my Vote againft the focond 
Reading of this Bill, I muft beg Leave to give fome of my 
vT" ; Reaibns for fo doing. I mnft be of Opinion, my Lords, that 

"^'^ ' it will always be proper to leave in his Ma^efty a Power of 

removing the Officers of the Army at Pieafure in order to 
preferve that RefpeA and Obedience which is due from theoA 
cS their King ; but I am the more firmly of this Opinion, 
Vl^en I confider, that there is at prefent a PntftuUr to the 
Crown of thefe Realms ; for while there is fuch a Misfor- 
tune hanging over us, we may conclude, that there always 
:^;^ill be Plots and Contrivances in this Kingdom againft the 
;?* Perfon ' 1 Poflfeffion of the Throhe ; and while there is a Pre- 
' Ufufjfr, hQ may iiave, without all Doubt, his Agents in the 
j Auny as well as he has every where elfe: Under fuch Cir- 
• cumfiances it is not to be doubted, but that fome of the Of- 
Hceis may, at fomt Time or other^ be drawn away from their 

. Duty 
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Ibatf to tbcir King tnd Coantry^ feme of tbem mty happen A111M7. Geo.I]« 
to be naUed, and drawn into Engi^ements a^inft hit Maje* >733-4* 
fty's Pcifon and Government ; and while his Majefty is in ^ ~' ~* 
foch Danger, fhall we pat it out of his Power to remove 
thofe Officers from their Commands in the Army, tho* he has 
certain Information of their being in a Plot to overtiirow liis 
Government, perhaps even to take away his Life ? 

* This, my Lords, his Majefty may have moSt certain In* 
formation of^ the Officers concerned in fach Engagementa 
may be made known to him, beyond all Doubt or Contradi- 
dion, and yet the Proofs may be fuch as would not prevail 
upon a Goort-martial to condemn their Brother^Officer to 
Death, or even to be broke ; or they may be fuch as could 
not properly, at lead, at that Time, be laid before a Court- 
martial ; becanfe if they were laid before any fuch Court, 
the InSsrmers, and all the other Methods by which the Plot 
was at fint discovered, and the whole Progrefs of it traced, 
moft then become puUicly known, by which all further Dif- 
covery would be efieflually prevented ; and if the Bill now 
prefented (hoald pafs into a Law, his Majefty would be un* 
der a Neceffity of laying all thefe Proofs immediately before 
a Court-martial, or of allowing fuch treacherous Officers, per- 
haps, even one of his Chief- Generals, to continue in Com- 
mand, by which they might probably be enabled to render 
their Confjpiracies fnccefsful ; for which Reafon I hope, that 
none of your Lordfhips will approve of this Bill, when you 
confldcr how dangerous it may prove to be for our prdent 
happy Eftabli(hment, and how much it may weaken the 
Hands of the Government againft any Attempts that ^lay 
hereafter be made in Favour of the Fretinder. 

' Befides this, my Lords, there are many other Cafes which 
might be mentioned, wherein his Majefty might have very 
go^ Reafon to remove an Officer, though it would not be at 
all proper to make that Reafon fo public as to lay it before a 
Court-martial: There are likcwife many little Crimes u M^h 
an Officer may be guilty of, and for which he might lugizly 
deferve to be renraved, and yet thefe Crimes may be fu.h ^% 
could not wdl come under the Cognifance of a Court-mr; n il ; 
at leaft it would not be poffible to obtain a Sentence . > 3 
Court-martial for the removing of fuch an Officer; for \v hen 
Gentlemen fit in Judgment upon a Brother-Officer, in .^ 
to determine whether he ought to be broke or not, ie is [1 i^ 
Toppofed that they will not pafs Judgment againft him, un- ' 
Ic4 fome very enormous Crimes be fully proved before them; 
which would make it iro poffible to keep up that ftridl DiTd' ^ 
pline and regular Subordination, that muft be obferved in all 
ftgolar Armies, or indeed in any Army fft for Service, or 
taic may be depended on for the Defence of ^ Country. 



\ 
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' I mufty indeed, fay, my Lords, that if any Attempts had 
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E. of Chefter- 
field* 




ever been made towards modelling the Army, and making it 
fie for any bad Purpofe, there might then have been fome Oc- 
cafion for propofing fuch a Bill as this now before us ; but as 
no fuch Attempts iiave ever been made, as no fuch Attempts 
can be fo much as apprehended from his prefent Majefty, I 
am therefore furpnfed to hear fuch a Bill fo much as propofed 
in this Houfe, at prefent. I am fure the paffing of fuch a 
Bill, at prefent, would be a fubjeding of the Nation to ma- 
ny great and certain Dangers and Inconveniences, for the 
Sake of avoiding an Inconvenience that has never been felt 
by any but in Imagination, and for this Reafon I moil be a- 
^ gainil giving the Bill a fecond Reading. 
The Earl of CheftirJUU fpoke next. 
My Lords^ 

* I have before declared, that my Opinion was for read- 
ing this Bill a fecond Time ; I likewife faid, I would alter 
my Opinion, if any Lord could give me a fufiicient Reafon 
for fo doing ; but, from what has fell from the noble Lords 
who have fpoke againft the fecond Reading, lam fo far from 
altering my Opinion, that I now think a fecond Reading of 
the Bill is abfoiutely neceflary, even before we can enter into 
any Debate upon the Merits of it ; for all the Arguments 

' that have been made ufe of againfl a fecond Reading, all the 
Objedions hitherto made to the Bill, are founded upon Suppo- 
fitions which are diredly contrary to the Contents of the 
Bill. 

* It has been faid, that the Bill is a dire£i Attack upon 
the Prerogative of the Crown, and that it is defigned for de- 
llroying, or at leall diminilhing, the Power of the Crown ; 
^/;.:. my Lords, if what is propofed in the Bill be duly con- 
fidcrfd, it will appear to be neither an Attack upon the Pre- 
ro^Tative, Tior fo much as a Diminution of the Power of the 
CJ\nvn : There is no Power to be taken from the Crown, bat 
th%t Power which the Crown ought never to make ufe of : 
It is teimn, that the Crown ought never to take an Officer's 

. from him, but for fome very fufficient Reafon, 
- fall Proof of the Fads alledged againil him i 
fore all that is propofed by this Bill, is only a Me- 
vv htch the Crown may get fuch an Information as 
i^ alledged, as may be depended on ; whereby the 
m:iy be fccttred againil Impofitions, and the Officers 
pi wnt^ Mifreprefentacions, and falfe Accufations : It 
LxniSv to prevent the King's being malicioufly led in- 
doing a Piece of the highell InjuHice to a faicbful Sol- 
Thd to prevent a good and a brave Officer from being 
er'd out of his Comraiflion, and reduced to a ilarving 
ition far no Crime, perhaps for a Piece of Behaviour 
i for 
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ht wkith he ought to be highly rewarded. CaD this, my Anno 7. Geo. IL 
Lords, be called a Diminution of the Power of the Crown ? . >733-4« 
Is ic not plainly and diredlly grounded upon the fundamen- 
tal Majtim of our Condicution, which fays, * That the King 
' of EnglanJ (ball have it in his Power to do as much Good 
' as he pieafes,but fhall not have it in his Power to do Wrong. 

* The Objeftion^ as to general Officers, is likewife, my 
Lords, founded apon a MilTake ; for if the noble Lords had 
attended to the hril Reading of the Bill, they mult have 
known, that with Rcfpedl to general Officers, the Power of 
ciie Crown is to remain in the very fame State it was in be- 
fore ; the Regulation propofed by the BiJl, is to extend no 
higher than Colonels of Regiments ; and furely the conti- 
nuing of the moft defigning and the mod daring Men, in the 
Command of a fmgle Regiment, for two or three Months^ 
after a Difcovery of tiis w:ci;ed Defigns, can be of no dange- 
rous Confeqoence; even though the continuing him for tiiat 
Time were, by. this Bill, to be made abfolutely ncccflary ; 
bat that is not the Cafe, which leads me to confider another 
Miftake, from which an Argument hath been drawn, and, 
much iniifted on by fome of the noble Lords who have fpoke 
againfl the Quellion. 

• The Pretender, my Lords, I find, is to be lugg'd into 
this Qaetiion, as he has been into fome others, in which he • 
had very little to do, and the Danger the Nation lies expo- ' 
fed to from him is to be made an Argument for our not 
faking that Care of our Liberties and Conllitution which 
we ought. I hope I am as little ^ufpeded of favouring any 
Defigos from that Quarter, as any Lord in this Houie ; if 
there were the lead Ground for that Argument, it would be 
a mod prevailing Argument with me tor being not only a « 
gaind the feeond reading of this Bill, but for the rejecting 
of it with the utmod Difdain : But thofe Lords \. ho nuilec - 
ufe of this Argument, feem not to take Notice, \h\t th^^ 
King is dill to retain the Power of fufpending Avd pyttir^j 
under an Arred any Officer, or any Number oiO.il 
pleafesy and at whatever Time or Times he may ;! 
per ; and if the lead Difcovery fhould be mac^ 
Officer^ or Number of Officers, were drawn into 
Favour of the Pretender, or into any other Plot 
Majedy's Perfon and Government, could not h 
imniediately fufpend all fuch Officers from their i 
in the Army? Could not he immediately lay t Ik- 
dcr an Anred ? Nay, could not he immediately tl > 
aU into a common Prifon, or at lead intb xhe iii 
Me£engers, and detain them there, Mil it dtouU 
convenient to bring them to Tryal before a Court I 
or ocherwife ; or at lead till the Parliament fliould bel 
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Aino i. Geo.II. in order to have an Addrefs from thif or the other Honfe 
I73W* for breaking foch of them, againft whom a leg^ and full 
Proof coald not be obtainnl ? Is it to be doubted, that 
either this Honfe or the other, or, indeed, both, would re- 
fttfe to redrefs his Majefty upon fuch an Occafion }^ And 
would not this as effedlually difappoint all their Plots and 
Contrivances, as if his Majefty had immediately broke every 
one of thofe Officers who were at firfl reprefented to him 
as being concerned in that Plot. 

* This Bill has been reprefented to us as if it would de- 
(boy that Influence which his Majefty ought always to 
have in the Army, and annihilate that Refped and De- 
pendence which the Officers ought always to have upon 
the Crown : But this, my Lords, feems likewife to be foun- 
ded upon a Miflake, or at leail upon an Overfight ; for, 
notwichilanding any Provifton in the Bill now before os, 
the Power of naming and preferring the Officers of the Ar- 
niy is to remain abfolute in the Crown ; and befides there 
will be many other ways left, by which the Crown may 
fecure the Refpeft and Dependence of all the Officers ia 
the Army ; fo that there is nothing in this Bill, nor any 
thing defigned by the Bill, that can poffibly dlnuniOi that 
juft and due Influence which the Crown ought to have in 
the Army. The Hopes of Preferment alone are fofficient 
for influencing every Officer to do his Duty, and to ftiew 
that Refpe£l which is due both to the Crown, and to his 
fupenor Officers : They may not, indeed, be fuffident for 
influencing an Officer to a£l contrary to his Duty, both as 
to his Xing and Country, by obeying the private Com* 
mands of a wicked Minifler ; but this, my Lords, and this 
only, is what is by this Bill propofed to be guarded againfl. 
All that is propofed is, only that no Minifler of State (hall 
hereafter have it in his Power to tell an Officer of the Ar- 
my, In a Cafe that perhaps no way regards Military Difci- 

• pii^^ Sir»— you fliall dofoorfo,— or ftarve! 

' TiuB, my Lords, I think I have fliewn, that all the 
mnr^jin! Objections againft the fecond Reading of this Bill 
w. ' 1 upon Mi&kes, as to the Nature of it, which, 

\n ,^»inion, is a moft convincing Argument for giving 

ft at kriiL r. fecond Reading. There has^ndeed one or two 
<^thef A Si, laments been made ufe of, which I am greatly 

^jQirprked ^t. It has been fald, that there are feveral Crimes 
till O^cu may be guilty of, which cannot properly be 
Lrroughi If fore a Court-martial; or at leafl where Juftice 
upon the C^fFefUder could not well be expedted from a Court- 
tnaTtlal : Here indeed I am quite at a Lofs, for I know of no 
MUJuiy Crimes but what may properly be brought before a 
CQart'jaanisl, and unlefs it be fuch Crimes as are proper for 
"^ the 
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the Cogtimince of oor Spinfua] Coarts, I do not know aoy A111107.Geo.irv 
othtr, but where the moil (evere and impartial Jaftice has 
always beea given by, and may always be expedled from a 
Court-martial : I aiji fure» that if any Officer be guilty of 
Cowardice, of Negled of Duty, or of any Crime, or Adion, 
that is io the leaft difhonourable, the moH ilrid Joltice may 
always be expeded from a Court-martial ; nay, fo fevere 
have the Officers of our Army always been, in fuch Cafes, 
opoa one another, that for fome Failings, which the Crown 
has overlooked, which the Generals have (o hr overlooked 
as not to bring them before a Court-martial, yet the Of* 
ficers themfelves have taken Notice of them, and have re* 
fofed to roll or to ferve with the Man who has been guil- 
ty of them ; and therefore to pretend, that Martial Difci- 
pline could not be kept up in the Army, if Officers could 
not be broke or removed but by a Court-martial, is aa 
Argument founded upon a Suppoiition, which ia directly 
contrary to Experience. 

' The other Argument, which furprizes me, is an Argn« 
meat foonded upon a new Sort of Dodbrine ; a Doflrine 
by which we axe taught, that the Prerogative is never to be 
tOQched in the leaft; you are never to make any Law for 
regnlatiBg the Prerogative in any Branch ; the Compad be- 
tween King and People miiSt be mutual ; the People muil be 
as much obliged not to incroach upon the King^s Prerogative, 
as he is obliged not to incroach upon their Privileges. As to' 
the Compaq's hemg mutual^ and the Parties equally bound, 
I fliall my Lords, eaiily grant ; yet that can be no Bar to 
oar making as many A6L& of Parliament as we plcofe for re- 
gulating, or even re(baining the Prerogative, becaufe to e- 
very fuch A£t the King gives his Confent, and furely all the 
Peifoos concerned in a Compad may, by their mutual Con- 
ient make what Alterations in it they pleafe : And fo the 
Caie is; we have, by Ads of Parliament, made many Al- 
teratkms with Regard to the Prerogative; and I b-ticvc (^ 
very one of your Lordlhips will grant, that it is to thefc AU 
teratioos that we owe the Liberty we now enjoy. "J he l^re^ 
rogative has been often retrained and limited, oi ':^lt 
bfoogbt back to its primitive IniUtucion. Was not if- 

has Carpps A£k a mod noted, and a moft ufeful Li Jit 

of that Prerogative which our Kings then preten ^ * 

Did not oar Kings formerly pretend to a Power an 
gadve of removing the Judges at Pleafurei But this ^ 

tive was found to be inconfillent with the Libertic;. ol the 
People, and therefore, by. the Claim of Right, arj Altera* 
tion wat made as to^hat Pact of the Prerogative. A od as 10 i 
chac Fart of the Prerogative now infilled on, it is well known 
that it has j;iowii.op of late Ages, for by our primitive 
1733-4. B b 2 InftitutioD, 
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Anno 7.Geo.II. Inditution, the King could not remove the OfEcers of the 
'733-4« Army : I'he Nobility and the Barons of the Kingdom were 
U' ''^t^*^ jjjg proper Officers, and each of them led out to War, and 
commanded his own noil i tarry Tenants, To that their Com- 
mands in the Army depended upon their Tenures, from nei- 
ther of which the King could remove them, without their 
being legally found guilty of a Crime ; and from the Wri- 
tings of the learned Judge Ccke, who, I believe, will be al- 
lowed to have underitood our ancient Conftitution, we may 
learn, that of ancient Times the Freeholders of each County 
chofe their Leader in War, as well as they did the SherilB 
and other Officers for Times of Peace. * And therefore 
ivhat is now propofed mull appear to be fo far from being an 
Attack upon, or a Diminution of, the ancient Prerogative 
of the Crown, that it does not near bring the Prerogative 
back to its primitive Inllitution. 

? It has been faid, that at the Revolution no fuch Provi- 
fion was made as is now propofed ; Very true, my Lords ; 
but the Reafon was^ becaufe before that iime we never had 
fuch a Thing as a legal ilanding Army ; we had, indeed, a 
few regular Troops, but they never, I believe, amounted to 
4000 Men, which could not properly be called an Army s 
fo that it was impoffible we could think of making any Re- 
gulation about a Thing which was not then in Being : And 
moreover it cannot be faid, that at the very Time of the 
Revolution, the Liberties of the People were, or, indeed^ 
could be, fully confidered ; it cannot be pretended, that every 
Thing was then removed that might be of dangerous Confe- 
quence to them, for do not we know, that even fince that 
Time fome Regulations have been made, with Refpe^ to the 
Prerogative ? Even that remarkable Regulation of triennial, 
or, or as we have them now, feptennial ParliamentSy was 
not made till fome Time after the Revolution ; and yet it 
muJl be gpnted, that this was not only a great, but a necef- 
J ^^^^^j fary Dimijnuuon of the Prerogative, in order to fecare the 
^^^^^HPr Libertiei of the People: It is not in the Power of Man, my. 
CH^^V Lords, to forcfee all the Evils, and all the InconvenicDces 

^^^^H tJiiit niAy atttrwards arife, and therefore it is impoffible for 

^^^^H Men to provide proper Remedies againft them all ; we can 

^^^^B |irovid^ againft them only by Degrees, and as they happea 

^^^^m to come unJr r our Obfervation. 

^^^^^ * The Kvii which is propofed to be remedied, or at leafl 

J^^^B ^ t^erentci:!, by the Bill now before us, is what has been long 

I^^^^K '.ifider ihe Obfervation of moft Gentlemen in the Kingdom^ 

^^^Kr ^^«^^id|^>'^'^'^T my Lords, I amextreamly Surprized to hear 

^^F^ ^HpK' that no Examples have happened which could give 

Occaiion 

^TCox e's Inftitytes, Part II, on the Statute of Weftminftcr, sft 
Chap, ic* 
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Occafion for iiich a Bill as the prefent. 



Is it not well kirown, Anno 7. Geo.IL 



ihac we have had feveral Examples of Officers turned out of 
their GdmroiiTions, only for not being lubmiflive to the Mini- 
^rs for the Time being ? Do not we all know, that in the 
End of the late Queen's Reign, there were Numbers of Gen- 
tlemen turned out of their Commifnons, without any Reaibn, 
without any Crime fo much as alledged againil them ? Do 
00c we know, that, even in the lace King^s ReigD, there 
were a great many brave QfEcers removed, without being 
guilty oi^ny Crime, at le^, I am fure, they were not guil- 
ty of any Military Crime, no not fo much as of a Negle^ of 
Doty ; they could not even be accufed of .any want of Re- 
fped to the Crown ; the whole, I believe, of yi^hat could 
poi&bly be laid to their Charge was, that they were not, per- 
haps. To fubmiiTive to the Prime Miniiler, as he thought he 
had ReafoD to expert. Thefe Removes were, at that Time, 
my Lords, fo much taken Notice of, that it occaiioned a 
very great Debate upon the Mutiny-Bill, both in this and 
the other Houfe of Parliament : I was then, my Lords, in 
the other Houfe, and I well remember, that it was there 
ibongly infifted on, as an Objedion againd that Claufe of 
the fiilly by which Officers are made Judges in Cafes of Life 
and Death, that it was very improper they fhould be Judges 
JD any fuch Cafe, as long as their CommifTions entirely de- 
pended Dpon the Crown, and might be taken from them 
whenever a Mioider had a Mind. • 

* And, my Lords, though his prefent MajeAy's Juftice and 
Prudence be known to the whole Wprld, yet we find, that 
even he has been prevailed on, by whai Means I do not 
know, to remove two Officers, both Members of this Houfe, 
neither of whom, in fo far as I can hear, has ever yet been 
accufed of any Crime, .or of any want of Refpetl to the 
Crown ; no, not fo much as of a Negledi of D tiy, What 
I am now on is, I know, my Lords, a tender 1 
fbrry I am obliged to mention it ; and I wou-d 
I did not know my Heart to be fo warmly ;.f 
Majefly, that J am fure it will not allow my 1 > 
any thing unbecoming of him. If chere is any 
fare his Majeily is not to blame : If the two noble 
removed without a fufficient Caufe it could not pr Ji: 
asy thing tha: was wrong in his Majclly : It mu ^ J: 
ceeded from Tome Mifreprcientations, or fom^' pr 
inalicious Accufations, which his Majefly.has ma )c 
vered to be falfe ; but when he does, we may dcpc 
he will do Juftice to the two noble Lords, who h 
injured, and will feverely pun^fh thole who have bci 
of giving him a falfe and a m ilicious Jnformauon : 
liords, wp may xDoit ceruinly expedl from his M-^j 
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"i7^i5^4^^'* this (hews, that even out of that Regard which we ought to 
have for the Crown, we ought to agree to the Bill now be- 
fore us ; becaufe it will, for the future, put it out of the 
Power of any Perfon to impofe upon the Crown, by any f&lfe 
Surmifes, or malicious Mifreprefentations. 

* I think, my Lords, I have left no Argument againfl 
the Bill unanswered, but that moft extraordinary one, of its 
being Time enough to guard againft the Evil of jnodelling 
an Army for any bad Purpofe, after it has once happened : I 
hope it will be granted me, that |he modelling of an Army 
for the private and particular Purpofes of a Minifler, or Mini- 
dry, is as bad a Purpofe as any that can be imagined ; and I 
think I have (hewn, that fuch a Modelling was adoally fet 
on Foot in the End of the late Queen *6 Reign, and fome- 
thing like it happened even in his late Majefty*s Time ; and 
therefore it muh be grants, that it is now high Time to 
think of guarding againd it ; bat if it be meant, that nothing 
like it has happened in his prefent Majefty's Time, the Argu- 
ment will be Hill more extraordinary, for does not every one 
know, that before fuch a Bill can pafs into a Law, the King 
at that Time upon the Throne, muft give his Conient to ir, 
and if any King, by the Advice of an evil Minider, ihould 
once a£lually begin to model his Army, would it not be ri- 
diculous to exped the Confent of that King to a Law for put- 
ting a Stop to what he had adually begun ; fo that his Ma- 
jefly's never having attempted any fuch Thing, is one of the 
flrongeft Arguments for our pafiing the Bill now before us ; 
becaufe it is only from fucha jufl and fuch a gracious Kii^ 
as the prefent, that the Royal A^ent to fuch a Bill can ever 
be expe£led. 

* I hope, my Lords, I have now fully ihewn the Wcak- 
nefs of all the Objeflions that have been made to the Bill : 
But as to the Arguments for it, they are llroog, they are 
convincing : I fhall only touch upon that one, which I think 
li , rrcattft Connexion with the Nature of our Confli- 
tuuLiri, It is well known, my Lords, that there are many 
Oiliccrb of the Army who have nothing, or, at leaft, very 
liltie» io fubfifl on, but their Commiffions ; and it is likewife 
well known, that there are many Gentlemen of the Army 
now I n both Houfes of Parliament : There are now, my 
tmdsj more Officers of the Army in each Houfe of Parlia- 

^ijHenc Chan there were when we had on Foot an Army of a- 
^fcovc ii.xty thoufand Men : Thefe are Fads which will not, 
Ibeliicvc, be controverted. It is, I do not know how, be- 
cottie, ^f late Years, a prevailing Opinion, that the only beft 
Wfiy ol getting Preferment in the Army, is to have a Seat 
in thti or in the other Houfe of Parliament : This, 'tis trucp 
my Lords, moft be an cripneous Opinion : It is impoflible 

that 
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thftt imy Man can juftly aod hoDoorabl/ acquire any Prefer- Anno 7. G«o.ll. 
ment in tbe Army by his Behaviour in either Houfe of Par- ^733-4- 
liament, and thefcfore this maft be an Opinion for which I 
hope there never was any Ground ; I am fure there can be 
no Ground for it under his preient Majelly ; but erroneous 
as it iSy it is become a general Opinion, and we know that 
Mankiiid always Were, and always will be governed and in- 
fluenced %y general Opinions and Prejudices; and accor- 
ding as the Prevalence of this Opinion increafes, we may ex- 
pcd an Increafe of the Number of Officers in both Houfea 
of Parliament. 

* We may exped, my Lords, that, in future 'Times, as 
fooo as any Gentleman has once got a CommifTion in the 
Army, he will next employ all his Money and Credit, and 
all his Friends, to procure himfelf a Seat in Parliament ; he 
will, perhaps, pawn the )a(l Shilling's Worth he has in the 
World, befides hb CommifHon, in order to procure him- 
felf a Seat in the other Houfe of Parliament, and how dan- 
geroos it may be to our Conflitution, to have fuch a Man 
depending for the Continuance of that Commiffion, upoii 
fome future enterprizing Minifler, I leave to your Lord- 
(hips to judge. No Man has a better Opinion than I have 
ci the Genderaen who are at prefent the OiHcers of our 
Army ; but I maft fay, that I think it too hard a Tryal, even 
for their Virtue, efpedaily in this degenerate Age, to ieave 
it in the Power of a defperate Minifler, to tell them, upon 
Occafion of an imporunt Qneflion in Parliament, If you do 
not vote. Sir, as I direA you, you (hall ftarve. 

* Yool' Lordfhips are, I am fure, all convinced, that the 
Happint&, the Effence of our ConRicution does not depend 
opofi outward Forms, but upon Realities. Our Conltitu- 
tioo does not depend upon our having always a Pariiartienr, 
bat upon that Parliament s being independent of the Admi- 
BifiratioBi upon itsbeihg in the Power of Parliament to ex- 
amine fevefely, and jndge impartially the Condudt an J i^^ 
Meafnres of thoTe imployed in the Adminiftration, to rijr;- 
fent the Grievances, and watch over the Liberties ai .' ih^ 
Properties of the People of this Nation, and to take r -j, ^y 
evil CounfeUors from before the Khig ; but if ever a T i hJ^>- 
rity of both Honfes of Parliament ftould come to be co<ff- , 
poftd of Gentlemen, whofe daily Bread, or at leafl djcfr 
dyief Support, depended entirely upon the Favoarit. cf 
the Crovm, can it be um^ined that it wonld then be 
Power of Parliament to examme freely^ or judge impar 
dK Condoft of thofe Favourites ; to relieve the P>h^k 
the Opprciiont inrooght upon them by fuch Favourit< 
to tell their fioveieign any ungrateful Truths about tLgic 
wbooa he had Uiought fit to employes his Miniflers ? Would 

not 
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Anno 7. Geo, II. n6t an arbitrary Negative be then pat upon all fach Queftt<A]i 
'733^4- in Parliament ? Would not the beft Dcfigns of the uncorrapt- 
ed and independent Few be baiHed by a corrupt and flavifli 
Majority ? And fhall any Quellion which tends towards the 
preventing of fuch a Misfortune, have now the ill Fate to 
be rejedled by your Lordfhips ? 

\ The BiU now before us is fo hr from being an Attack 
upon the Prerogative, that it is in the very fame Terms with 
a Bill drawn up in the very lall Reign, by as able and as ho- 
Beft a Minifter * as ever ferved the Crown : He was in- 
deed an honeft and a difmterefted Minifter, for he had the 
Happinefs of his Country fo much at Heart, that he neglec- 
ted his own, and has left little elfe to his Son, but the Ho- 
nour of having a Seat amongft your Lordfhips : The Bill, I 
fay, my Lords, was not only drawn up, but even His late 
Majefty, who never could be accufed of allowing of any 
unjuft Encroachments upon the Crown, had, by the Advice 
of that Minifter, agreed to its being brought into Parliament : 
And if it had been brought in that Time, which was, I do 
not know how, prevented, not only the Minifters of the 
Crown were ready to have fupported it, but the King him- 
felf was ready to have given it the Royal Afient^ as foon 
as prefented to him for that Purpofe. This, my Lords, I 
know to be true, and therefore I am the more furprifed to 
hear the offering of fuch a Bill now reprefented as an Attack 
upon the Prerogative, an Affront to the King. 

* We all know, my Lords, that there is nothing propofed 

to be done by this Bill, but what has been done in every 

Country, where there are any Remains of Liberty left. In 

Holland f no Officer was, I believe, ever removed but by si 

Court Martial ; I do not remember that ever any was, nor 

do I know any other Way, by which an Officer can be broke 

or removed in that Country. In Stjuedtn^ as foon ^as they 

recovered their Liberties, by the Death of their late heroick 

1.. ^, „,. eftabliftied this Rule amongft them, that no Of- 

^cer IbotiM be removed or broke, but by a Court-Martial^ or 

by the King with the Confent of the Senate. And in Pa- 

/^Wi tbeir late King having made long and repeated Re- 

iflonUr.ince; to the States of that Kingdom, to have a Body 

\-.\- Troops raifed, and kept up, the States at laft 

I. J 10 it: But how did they confent ? They agreed 

vMht railing of the Troops aiked for, bat with this 

Ion, that all the Officen fhould have their Conunif- 

: ^ fe, which was a wife and a neceflary Regulation ; 

ll ver t)efigos or Views the Court of Poland bad ia 

Mr thofe Troops, thty found, that theraifmg of them, 

and kc^pjrig them up under that Regulation, would fo little 

aafvrer 
• Thektt £arlStaabope» 
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anAver the Ends they thereby had propofcd to themfelves, Aono 7. Geo.II* 
that they never pat the Ordinance,' which they had (o Itrong- '733-j;- 
ly follicited, in Execacion, nor was there a Man raifed upon ^ * ^ 
that Foot. In fbort, my Lords, the Regulation intended by 
this BilJ| :s a Regulation that has been thought necefTary in 
all free Countries ; in this, I think, it is abfolutely neccfla- 
ry for the Prefervation of our Conilitution ; I can (ce no 
leafonabie Objedion that can be made to it, and therefore 
I (hall ftill be for a fecond Reading/ 

The Lord Willoi^hby Je Broke, and the Earl of Abingdon Ld Willonghby 
fpoke in Favour of the BilJ, and then the Qaeflion being £, l^ Abingdon. 
pot, it was carried in the Negative. 

Content 49 Ta Not- Content 78 \ 

Proxies 13 i Proxies 22 / '^^ 

Biffintient* 

I, Becaufe the Exigence of AfF.iirs in Times part, or Com- ftotcft on the 
plaiiancc of former Parliaments, have, for fcveral Years, oc- ^'^j-^f xl^ !!? 
caiioned the Keeping up a confidcrable Body of Land-forces J^^^ *^ 

in this Kingdom ; and, as various Events may happen, to » 
oblige future Parliaments to purfue the fame Meafures, which 
Nothing but the utmoil Necefllcy can juAify, they being re- 
pugnant to the Nature of our Conilicucion, and dangerous to 
the Liberties of a Uee People ; and, as the whole Difpofi- 
tion of the faid Forces is abfolutely in the Crown, we can- 
not bat think it highly reafonable, that when fo great an In- 
creafe of Power and Influence, which was formerly occafio- 
nal and rare, comes to be annually veded, and conllantly ex- 
erdied by the Crown, that feme fuch Limitations, as are 
propofed by this Bill, are not only proper, but neceflary. 
And we are confirmed in that Opinion, by the Dodrine To 
often and {q ftrongly laid down in this Houfe, that the greac^ 
efl Danger to this Nation, from a (landing rnilit iry I'orce, 
rouft arife from the Abufe of the Power, which j^'uv fybfiiL , 
of caOiiering Officers, without any Crime prove] ^•" li'-d-il^ 
and of garbling the Army at Pleafure. And we h ^ jIij. 

that Nothing had ilnce happened to put us in n^iiu vj tiirvt 
Do&rine. 

II. Becaufe the employing or removing of all general Of- 
ficers would have been left in the Crown, if this B : liid (wf- 
fed into a Law ; for theena6ling Claufes were j 1; m \\{\% 
Purpofe, That no Colonel, or other Officer of i i tior De- 
gree, having his Commiffion from the Crown, {.. 1 bt; cilli- 
ier'd or removed (other than to a higher Port) .pi ^ ichargtci 
from his Commiflion, or be deprived of the Pay t ' n-iog ta J| 
the fame, in any other Manner than by a Court ' ' rtiij, to^ 
be appointed by a Commiflion under his Majcfly'i Sign Ma-"^''' 
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Anno 7. Geo.ll. nual to any Officer, not uiuikr the Degree ol a Field-Officer t 
'^1^"1' . At the fame Time there is a ProvHion in the Bill, that No- 
thing fhall extend to prevent hb Majefty, or bis Sacce(fers» 
from difbanding, breaking, or reducing ail» or any of the 
Regiments, Troops, or Companies now in Being, or which 
fhall, or may be raised hereafter. And it is farther provided. 
That his Majefty and his SuccefTors may remove any Officer, 
upon an Addre^ of either Houfe of Parliament. We con- 
ceive therefore, that, as thefe Polls woald ItiU have remained, 
upon all Vacancies, in the fole Difpofal of his Majefty, and 
that the Perfons now poiTefling them are liable to be removed 
for any Breach, or Negledl of Duty, by a Court- Martial^ or 
by Addrcfs of either Houfe of Parliament, the Prerogative 
of the Crown would be no other Ways abridged or aker*d, 
than it has been on many other Occaiions, particularly in that 
Infhmce, of making the Judges to hold their Places, ^uAm- 
iiu ft bene gejferint^ which were formerly daring Pleafure 
only : Which Alteration has been always approval, and we 
hope will, in no Time to come, ever be attempted ro be re- 
pealed. 

III. Becaufe the Pradlice of all the Nations in Europe^ even 
where the Government is moft arbitrary, juftifies the Inten- 
tion of this Bill i for no Inftance can be produced in any 
other Kingdom or State (as we believe) where Officers are 
C^fhierM or deprived of their Commiffions, otherwife than by 
the Judgment of a Court-martial ; how much ilronger Rea- 
fons then have we of this Nation to eflablifli fuch a Rale, 
fincc our Officers are many of them in a Capacity x)f having 
a Share in the Legiflature, where it is abfolutely necedkry for 
the Prefervation of the ConftitdtiOn, that every Member 
ihould be free and independent ; and more particularly at this 
Time, when we find the Number of Officers having Seats in 
Parliament far greater than ever it was, in Time of War, 
when above three Times the Number of the prefent Troops 
were kti : on Foot? 

IV. .\Uhough it wasobjeded in the Debate, That, in 
Time of Danger, upon Sufpicion of traiterous Praftices, it 
I . V 1 K neceffary to remove an Officer from his Poft, though 
UK I .' r iDations might not be ready to be produced, or pro- 
jBT to Iv laid before a Court-martial ; and yet by fuch Offi- 
cer' . :inuing in his Poft, great Mifchiefs might accrue 
t^ ijcfty and the Publick ; we apprehend, that Obje- 

ivcda full Anfwer, That, in fuch a Cafe, an Of- 
,;it be immediately put under Arreft, or fent to fome 
^^^n|^.^ulU where he could not befo dangerous : And wecon- 
^^|i^^ f^ch a Method of Proceeding will always be thought 
„^Jft pre; er, where the Crime is only fufpcdled, but not ca- 
pable of legal Proof* for it malt be allowed, as unjuft to con- 

dcma 
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demn a Mm apon SafpicioD onl/, as it would be onreafona- Amor. Geo. IL 
ble to let a Man continae in Power, who is juftly under Sul- ^ ^7J$^ 
picioo. That Part of the Prerogative, which will always be * 
dleemed the brightefl Jewel of the Crown, the Power of 
conferring Grace and Favour^ would have. remained entire, 
had this BUI pafled into a Law ; and only thedifagreeable Part 
of infliding Punifhments, was defigned to be limited, or ra- 
ther fecored by this Bill» from being turned to any ill Ufe, by 
the private Whifpers of fome malicious or vindidive Mini- 
iler* who may, at any Time hereafter, get Pofleflion o^ 
the Royal Ear. 

V. fiecaufe the Time for the new Eledtions drawing near, 
we look upon this as the moft 5ivourable Opportunity of paf> 
fing fo neceifarya Bill, fince hereafter the very great Increafe, 
which may probably happen, of the Number of Officers in 
Parliament, may render the future Pailing of fuch Bill total- 
ly impra^licable : For while the Officers of the Army remaiii 
in their prefeot precarious Situation, they may be intimidat- 
ed by the Threats of an unforgiving MiniHer, from voting 
even for a Bill of this Nature, and chufe to purchafe prefent 
Security at the Price of their own Intereft, and their future 
Indepoidence in Parliament, in which the Liberty of their 
Coontry is fo much concerned. 

VI. Becaufe we conceive the fmall Degree of Indepen- 
dence propofed to be given to the Officers of the Army by 
this Bill, to be neceilary to prevent their being expofed to 
Temptations, in which (though we are ready to do Juftice 
to the Sentiments of Honour and Virtue in thofe Gentlemen) 
we ihould rather lament than wonder, to find a difcouraged 
and indigent Virtue yield to a criminal but profperous Com' 
pliance i efpecially fhould we have the Misfortune, to (ee an 
imperious, all-grafping, Power-engroffing Minifter, who may 
make their political Submiillon to his opprefTive and dellru- 
ftive Schemes, the only Ted of their Merit, and the only 
Tenure of their Commiffions. 



PTtnchel/ea and Nottifighamt S car/dale ^ War^-^^grp^^ Saf* 
filk. Mar Wrought Marchmont^ JVeymoutk, f^-Jirar^;. 
Chijlerfield, Cartiret^ Oxford and Moriimrr, tnH^il, 
dt Broh, Clinton^ Berk/bin^ MaJham^Diii l. A/lrA- 
Jieldf Cra'Vifty Montrofe^ Ker^ Go^vir^ Btu ' - "*>''**"^ 
Baihurft^ Btdford, Bolton^ Cobham, tad. 
ivatir^ Cardigan^ Griffin^ Foley^ Boyle, 

The Motion for the fecond Reading of the j J T' * - 
tboa carried in the Negative, the Earl of Sc 
up and faid, — ^ TT 
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Atino 7. Geo.II, ][fy lor^fs, 

t .^'^^' t * Before this Queftion was put I had not an Opportunity 

^"TTg^, to give my Sentiments upon it, tho' I had fully confidered 

rough's Motion '^ > ^^^ ^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^"^^X confidcrcd it, bccaufc I 

forrejcaing the thought, that both my Honour, and the Happinefs of my 

iaid BUI. Country were deeply concerned in the Queftion : However I 

fhall now take an Opportunity to declare, that I never gave 

my Negative to any Queftion in this Houfe more heartily, 

©r with greater Convidlion, than I did to the fecond Reading 

of this Bill; which really, in my Opinion, is one" of the 

moft extraordinary Bills that ever was brought before this 

Houfe, and therefore I muft think, that it deferves fomething 

more, than the putting of a bare Negative upon its being 

read a fecond Time. 

* It has often been endeawured, by many Lords in this 
Houfe, to fet a regular ftanding Army in the moft terrible 
Light ; and great Art has formerly been ufed to ftiew the 
dangerous Confequences of fuch an Army ; but all the De- 
bates that have happened in this Houfe upon that Head, there 
never were any fuch fatal Confequences pretended, as I 
Ihould have dreaded from a ftanding Army under the Regu- 
lations prefcribed in this Bill, had it paftfed into a Law. 
While our Army continues in the State it is in at prefcnr, 
while it depends upon the Parliament for its very Exiftcnce, 
and while the Ofticers depend upon the King for the continu- 
ing of them in their refpedlive Commands, I (hall never 
have any Fears about the Confequences which may from 
thence enfue ; but if this Bill had paftTed into a Law, oar 
Army had been made independent both of King and Par- 
liament. The Ofticers would then tiavc depended upon 
no Power but their own ; they would foon have begun to 
think, that they had a legal Right to their Commiffiftns, 
and confequently to their Pay ; and if both King and Par- 
liament had join'd in Opinion for reducing any Number of 
tlit rn, tli'^y wqM have looked on it as an Injury done them, 
ntv! ve been apt to have joined all together to prc- 

vtv. fl of any fuch Refolution ; and if they had, I 

%v L I to know, how the Rcfolutions of King and 

'|*a*) 3uld have been made cfFcdual againft them ; 

winni, uivle they remain in the dependent State they are 
^^^^ In it bri!f[:r . they know they have no longer any Right, ci- 

^^^^K Commiftions or their Pay, than it (hall pleafe 

^^^^H| «...^... > continue them in their Command, and there- 

^^^^P ti^uBfty TE^i lily fubmit, whenever his Majelly ftnds it pro-: 

^H^ pcnBtcdiTci any Number of them.*^ 

^^ ^Bm'h 'T^y Lords, would have been the Confcquence as 

I ^.1 'T ' '' ' ' c ; but then as to private Perfons the moft Cfcr- 

lible Oppaffions might hav< enfucd, from making the Offi- 
w ccrs 
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ccra fubje6l to no Power bat their o wo. The Officers o'An«0 7.G€o.II«>.^ 
the Army, like all other Sets of Men, arc apt to favour ^ '733-;4' 
one another ; they are likewife apt to favour the common 
Soldiers, as being of the (ame Body with themfelves : Wc 
all know, how many little Ads of Oppreflion may be com- 
mitted by the Officers and Soldiers in their refpedive Quar- 
ters, and otherwife, which cannot come under the Cogni* 
zance of the conmion Law. If in fuch Cafes the Officer 
fhoold be guilty of Oppreffions, or Ihould connive at the Ir- 
rcgalarities committed by the Soldiers under his Command, 
%•€ may eafily judge what would be the Confequence, if the 
Offender could not be any Way punilhed, but by^a Tryai 
and Sentence of his Brother Officers in a Court-Martial, 
who might probably be all guilty of the fame Crimes aiid 
Irregularities : And if, in fuch Cafes, the Officers had no- 
thing to fear, either from King or Parliament, we may moft 
certainly conclude, that our regular Army would foon bo# 
come intolerably irregular, and would become a mod infup- 
ponable Grievance to the People in all Parts of the Coun- 
try through which they ihould happen to march, or where 
they ihould happen to be pofied. 

* This, I find, my Lords, was an Inconvenience, which 
the Prcje^ors of this fiill uere aware of; and therefore 
they have pretended to contrive a Remedy for this Evil, by 
leaving Officers liable to be^ broke, or removed by his Ma- 
jefty, upon an Addrefs from cither Houfe of Parliament; but I 
am afraid, chat this Remedy would have been foon found to be 
altog^erineffedual. The principal Reafonaffigned, for bring- 
ing in this Bill, was, becaufe the Officers of the Army are now 
b^me numerous in both Houfes of Parliameet, and may 
foon become more numerous, fo as at lafl to be able to bear 
too great a Sway in both Houfes. If this be the Cafe, as 
ihey are fttuated at prefer) t, would not we have much more 
to fear from their Numbers and Sway in Parliament, if they 
had a ibrt of Freehold in their Commiffions ; wl ^. . - y 
would have had, if this Bill had pafTed into a Law ' WauJd 
not the holding of their Commiffions for Life hrux ma^de 
tvcry one of them more confidcrable in the Count rv^ than 
they can poffibly be, in the precarious Condition thLy tnc iti 
at prefenc ? And if you had added to their Weight and In* 
tcrcll in the Country, would not you of courfe I.^l- cit- 
creaied their Numbers, and their Sway in both FK i.ic oi 
Parjiamenc ? This, my Lords, I look upon as a in^ii Qci- 
taio Confequence ; and are we not reafonably to !■ ppofe, 
that all the Officers, in both Houfes of Parliament , v oiJJ 
hare joined, not only in voting, but in making all i j Icj 
lercft they could againft any Motion for fuch an Addrefs f 
Thii would certainly have been the Cafe, and if this Bill 

had 
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Aooo 7. Gm.II. l>Ad paiiS^ into a Law, I am convinced, the Officers of tlic 
t7)3-4» Army woiUd Toon have got fuch an lotereft in both Houfes 
'^ of Parliament, that it would have been impoffible to have 
procured an Addrefs from either Houfe, for the Removal of 
any one of them. The Officers who had Seats in Parliament, 
would, upon any fuch Motion, naturally have told you, 
why this extraordinary Remedy ? If the Man is guilty, 
fend him to us ; we'll try him, and break him by the Sen- 
tence of a Court-martial ; and if he be not guilty, he ought 
not to be broke, he ought not to be oppreilcd by a Vote 
of either Houfe of Parliament. 

* Ac preienc, my Lords, if any of the Officers of the 
Army commit any Ad of Oppreffion, or allow the Soldiers 
under their Command to conmiic any Irregularities upon 
the poor People among whom they are quartered ; the ho- 
ned Countryman has a ready Redrefs ; he reprefents his 
Cafe to his Landlord, and his Landlord, either by himfelf, 
or by fome Gentleman of his Acquaintance, gets the poor 
Man's Cafe laid before the Secretary at War, who rqprefents 
it to the King ; and if an Officer ihould be often found 
guilty of fuch little Trefpaifes, to be fure his Mtjefty would 
calhier him, which certainly is a Check upon the Behaviour 
of thofe Officers, whofe Inclinations may, perhaps, be very 
drong towards Ads of Oppreffion : But if this Bill had 
paiTed, where ihould the poor Man have gone to complain ? 
Jf he had got his Cafe reprefented to the Secretary at War, 
and, by that Means, to the King, what could his Majedy 
have done ? He would have had no Power to redify the 
Abufe, or to punifh the Offisnder : And if the Officer had 
been brought before a Court-martial, they could not have 
enquired into the general Courfe of his Behaviour 1 they 
could have enquired only into that particular Fad, which 
they would not, probably, have found to be of Weight 
enough to have broke a Brother>Officer ; and even as to that 
particular Fadt, it might have happened, that the Court- 
:^ compofed of Officers who were moft of them 
^ , nd liable to be profecuted for the fame fort of 

"plriaae 1 I believe it will not be fuppofed, that the poor in- 
|red Mixu kvonld have met with much Redrefs from that 
urt^marclal ; who would have been loath to have en- 
flgcd fuch Complaints, by giving a proper Redreis to 
pcrfod complaining. This might have been the Cafe, 
Courts-martial, and how, difficult it would have been 
a poor Countryman, perhaps, in iome remote Part of 
iniL.J, or, indeed^ for any Man, to have obtained Re- 
drefs, hy a Complain; in Parliament, I have already (hewn. 
' Whether this Difficulty of obtaining Redrefs againR an 
oppreiGve and unruly Officer would not have encouraged 

gieat 
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great Lkefittoofhefs in th€ Armj^ I leave to ertty one of A111107.OM.If* 
your Lordfhips to judge. Even with ail the Power which '73 S*^ ^ 
the Crown now hat over the Officers and the Soldiers, it is ^ ^^'■J 
a difficult 54atter to prevent their being fometimes a little 
troublefome in their Quarters, or to keep up that regalar 
and exad Difdpline which ought to be preferved in an 
Army ; bat if this Bill had paffed into a Law, it would 
have been impofiible to have prevented the one, or to have 
enforced the other : Nay, I do not fee, my Lords, how it 
would hatt been poffibie for the Colonel of a Regiment 
to have commanded that Submiffion and Refpedl which it 
doe to him by the Officers of his own Regiment : All in-* 
ferior Officers would have become fo independent of their 
Superiors in Command, that it would have been impoffibld 
to keep them to a ftrifl Obfervance of their Duty : Every 
little Fault, every little Negleft of Duty, could not havo 
been brought before a Court-martial, and if it had^ the 
Officen would have been loath to have broke a Brother- 
Officer for one little Failing, of which they, or moft of 
them, perhaps, had been guilty. Whereas, while the 
Power of Removing remains in the Crown, the whole 
Teoor of an Officer's 6ehavk)ur may be confidered ; and if, 
Bpon the Whole, it appears to be bad, and without any 
Hopes of Amendment, his Majefty may, ^nd certainly 
would, remove him from his Poft in the Army. 

' In (hort, my Lords, the evil Confeqnences of this Bill 
are (b numerous, that I hope your Lordfiups will endeavour 
to prevent any fuch Bill's being brought in for the future, 
and therefore I (hall move, that it may be rejeded.* 

The Qoeilion being immediately put upon the Earl of 
S(ar6or^'s Motion for rcjeaing the faid Bill, it pafs'd in^^^,^^*^* 
the Affirmative without a Divifion. acconuiigiy. 

Then Loid Carteret mov'd, • That an humble Addrcfi be j^ cartercf s 
prefented to the King, that he would be gracioufly pleafed Motion to ad- 
to acquaint the Houfc, who advifed his Majefly to remove ^^k ihr Kln^t* 
the Duke of ^e//o» and the Lord Vifcount Cdham from^"/>^ ^^l»a>3- 
ihcir rcfpedtive Regiments, and what Crimes were laid to *^^'"*^j^^j?f 'jj, 
dieir Charge.* Hereupon the Earl of Ilaj flood up and faidj ^f Bfjiton^ aftd 
My Lmrdsj X^^^kxmfs^m 

• The Motion which the noble Lord has been pleurcd*J**»rHtg^iiwin»- 
to malce, is, I think, a very new, and a verj- txermordi* jr^f jw 
aary Motion, and it is the more e;ttraordinary, in that hi& ; ^ 
Lordfhip has been pleafed to make it jofl after he has feeil 
the Bill offered by fome of his Friends rcjefted by tilts 
Houfe ; fbr to me it appears plain^ that fihcc the Lords 
who offered that Bill find, that this -Houfe will noi agree? 
to the Bill they were pleafed to offer, they are rcfolvcd ^ 
apoQ eadeavoaring to obtain by a Motion, the very fame 

Thing, .. 
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Afu107.Geo.IL Thing, which they had endeavoured to obtain hy dicif 
>733-4; Bill. 
^ •" -^ * The Deiign of the Bill was,, to take away from the 
Crown the Power of removing the Officers of the Army, 
and to enadl, that for the future no Officer (hould be re- • 
moved but by a Court-martial, or by an Addreis from 
either Houfe of Parliament. This the Houfe has, I think, 
' for very good Reafons refufed to agree to ; and therefore 
now they propofe to us to demand from his Majedy the 
Reafon why he has removed two Officers from t^eir Com- 
mands in the Army. Surely every one of your Lordibips 
muft fee, that fuch an Addrefs would have the very fame 
Effe&. ; for if fuch a Precedent (hould once be made, it 
would foon become an ufual CuHom : If ever his Majelly, 
or any of his SuccefTors, ihould at any Time hereafter think 
proper to remove any Officer from his Command in the 
Army, there would immediately be an Addrefs from one, 
perhaps from both Houfes of Parliament, demanding his 
Maje^y's Reafons for the Removal of that Officer ; and in 
Cafe the Reafons given ihould appear to Parliament not to 
be fufficient, we need not doubt but that the firll Addrefs 
- would be followed by a fecond, for replacing that Officer, 
which the King would be obliged to comply with, or fall 
out with his Parliament ; fo that neither his Majelly, nor a- 
ny of his SuccefTors, would ever venture to remove an Of- 
ficer from his Command in the Army, but by the Sentence 
of a Court-Martial, or in Purfuance of an Addrefs previ- 
oufly obtained from Parliament for that Purpofe. 

' Thus, my Lords, it is plain, that the Addrefs now mov- 
ed for, would make fuch a Precedent, as would have the 
fame EfFed with the Bill which your Lordfliips have ju(t now 
been pleafcd to rejeft. Nay, it is certain, that the Prece- 
dent would have a more extenfive Effied, and worfe Confe- 
quences, than the Bill could have had ; becaufe the Bill was 
confined, it went no higher than Colonels of Regiments, 
^1^1^ but the Precedent introduced by the Addrefs now moved for, 

-A^SK. .wotild h^ unconfined, it would extend to Generals, it would 

^^^m even extend to the General in Chief; and therefore it mufl 

~ * I i - be ngiic^i, that all thofe Arguments which, moft juftly, 

tveigheii fo much with your Lordfhips as to make you rejedl 
the Bill, muft militate more flrongly againil the Addrefs 
now prci pofed. Thofe Arguments have been already fo dear- 
ly anci Ij fully ilated, that, I am fure, I neither need to re- 
peat, R' r can I add to them, but (hall only fay, that as I 
- was agu!]ft the Bin, fo I (hall likewife be againft the Ad- 
m dreii i ar-d I cannot but believe that every Lord in this 
Houfe who joined wkh me in Opinion upon the former 

Queilion 
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QoeftiOD, win do me the Honoar to jok with me likewife Aano 7. Oeb.lt. 

IQ this. '7 33~4* 

Lord Batbmrfi ftood up, and fpoke as follows : ^ ■^ J '** ^ 

My Lwdt. U Bathurft. 

* As to the particular Cafe now before os, if it be fome- 
thing new^it b not at all to be wonder'd at ; becaufe it is but 
lately that we have had any fuch Thing as a Standing Army ; 
and, eyen fince we had a Standing Army» it has been but 
very ieldom that any Gentleman has been removed from 
his Command in the Army, without fo much as a Pretence 
for ^ doing, which is the Cafe now before us ; there was 
oot* I believe, fo much as a Pretence for the Removals 
which have given Occaiion for this Motion \ there was, at 
leaft, no juft Pretence that the Publick ever yet heard of. 
But as to the Cafe in general, my Lords, it is neither new 
nor extraordinary ; for it is well known, that this Houfe has 
often addreiled the King to know who were his Advifers to 
ibme particular Step that had been taken : This is what ap- 
pears often upon the Journals of your Lordfliips Houfe, and 
it is one of the chief £nds of our fitting here : We are his 
Majefty*s Great Council, and if his Majefly, or any of his 
Succeflbrs, fhould ever by wicked Counfellors be prevailed - 
on to do, what is pubiickly and generally complained of, we 
are obliged, both in Honour and Duty, to inquire into the 
Affair, and to addrefs his Majefly to lay before us the Rea- 
ions for his fo doing, and to inform us who it was that ad- 
viled him to take fuch Meafures ; that h the Meafures, if 
right, may bejuftified, and, if wrong, that the Indignation 
of the People may be removed from the Throne, that their 
Kefcntmeot may fall as it ought, upon thofe that advifed fuch 
Meafares, and that the evil Counfellors may meet with that 
Punilhment they deferve. This, my Lords, is really the 
Cafe DOW before as ; a Meafure has been taken which has 
raifed a general Clamour, and we are the more concerned in 
it, becadc the two Officers who have been removed are both 
Member; of this Houfe. I make no doubt but that very 
fufficient Reafons have been (hewn to his Majefly for remov^ 
iog them, but I have fo good an Opinion of the two noblj' 
Lords, that I am convinced, the Reafons which have bcel 
ihewn to his Majefly for their Removal, are falfe, and wed 
groonded only upon Milreprefentations. 

• 'Tis tree, my Lords, I was one of thofe Lords wj 
voted for this Bill, which your Lordihips have been pkafe^ 
to rcjed. I mud fay, that I have as yet heard nothing th^ 
can make me alter my Opinion, and fince it has b^en faid, 
that the fame Arguments which prevailed with your Lord' 
fiiips to rcjedl that Bill, mud now preya'rl wrt^ you to rejcft 
ihis Motion : I (liall beg Leave to t^c fome Notice of thofe 
1733-4. D d '. .Argu- 
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Anno 7. Geo. II. Argnments. I was indeed a little furprifed to hear it faid, 
X733*4- that, by the Bill, the Officers of the Army were to acquire 
^ ^^ ' a Sort of Freehold in their Commiilions. I believe your 
Lordihips would not agree, to uke any particular Man*s 
Freehold from him, even by an AA of Parliament, without 
giving him an Equivalent ; but notwithftanding any Provi£- 
on in the Bill, an Officer was to remain liable to have his 
Commiffion taken from him by an Addrefs only, without a- 
ny Caufe affign'd, or Equivalent given ; nay, by breaking 
or reducing the Regiment, all the Officers of the Regiment 
might have been turned out of their Commands by his Ma- 
jelly's Angle Authority ; which (hews, that tho' the Bill had 
pafTed, it would have given them no Manner of Freehold 
in their Commiffions : It would, in Reality, have given the 
Officers no further Right to their Commiffions than they 
have at prefent ; for it is certain, that every Officer has now 
a Right to his Commiffion as long as he behaves well, and the 
Corps to which he belongs is kept entire : No Officer ought, 
or can, juiny,be turned out of his Bread,as long as he behaves 
well ; and all that was propofed to be done by the Bill, was, to 
fubjedl the Behaviour of an Officer to thejudgment of a Court- 
Martial, or a Houfe of Parliament, inilead of leaving it 
fubjedl to the Judgment of Minifters of State or Court Fa« 
vourites : The Officers therefore* if the Bill had pafTed into 
a Law, could not have imagin*d, that they had any better 
Right to their Commiffions or their Pay than they now have ; 
and, confequently, there could never have been any more 
Danger .or Difficulty in reducing the Whole, or any Part 
of the Army, than there is at prefent. 

* But, my Lords, fuppofing that the Officers of the Ar- 
my were to be rcndred, as to the holding of their Commif. 
fions, entirely independent both of King and Parliament, 
furely, if any Danger were to be apprehended from them 
in fuch a State, in Cafe they fhould unite aga nil King and 
PaiIL jient, uiider a General of their own chufing, the Par- 
liament, and confequently the People, have much more to 
fc3r from them in their prefent State, in Cafe fome future 
Xing Ihould think proper to make ufe of them for the De- 
RTu^tion of Parliaments, and for overturning the Liberties 
and i-rivileges of the People: For certainly it would be 
juuch more eafy for the Army to unite together under the 
King, who is their Chief General by Law, than under any 
^ne of their own chufing, which very Choice would be a 
ftj^iDg in the Face of the Law ; and this Union would cer- 
tainly be the more eafily effedled by the King $ having the 
Power, he has at prefent of turning out and putting in 
whomfoever he pleafes. The noble Lords who oppofe this 
Motion^ may talk of the Dependence of the Army upon 
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Parliament ; but if the Cafe be examined ltn€dy, it will ap- Anno 7. Geo. IT* 
pear, that the Army has really no Dependence upon Parli- , '733^4* ^ 
ament: The King, indeed, depends upon Parliament for a *■" 

legal Power to keep a Standing Army in Time of Peace, 
and for enabling him to pay them and difcipline them ac- 
cording to Law ; but if, in any fature Time, the Parliament 
ihould think it neceiTary to reduce a Part of the Army, and 
of Confeqaence make no Provifion for their Pay, the Re- 
folution of Parliament could not break any one Regiment, 
or any Part of any one Regiment in the Kingdom ; the 
Officers might, all legally continue in their refpeaive Com- 
mands, and if the King then upon the Throne fhould not 
think fit to break any of them, they might, indeed, then 
very probably think that they had a good Right to their 
Pay as long as they cmtinued in CommiiTion ; and if they 
could not get it by Law, they might probably join with the 
King in railing it contrary to Law, efpecially if he, fore- 
feeing what would happen, had taken Care to model them 
for that Parpofe, which any King might foon do, while the 
Army contiLoes upon the 4me Footing it is on at prefent. 
And for this Reafon, my Lords, I mull be of Opinion, that 
all thofe Arguments which have been ufed for (hewing us 
the Danger of making an Army independent, are fo many 
Armaments for (hewing the Danger of our Army's being en- 
tirely dependent upon one Branch only of our Legiflatare, 
and confequently are good Arguments for tHe fiill, which 
was defigned to make the Army not entirely dependent u- 
pon any one, but upon all the three Branches of our Legida- 
ture. 

* As to the Submiflion and Obedience of inferior Officers 
to their Superiors, it is, my Lords, fo Urongly inforced by 
the Martial Law, and it is fo much the Intereft of every Of- 
ficer to fee it punAually obferved, that no Court-martial 
could, or would incline, either to avoid or defer giving Sen- 
tence, whenever any the lead Crime of that Nature (hould 
appear. And as to all Sorts of Negleft of Duty, we I; now -'C 

that it b generally the other Officers of the Corps that fL:ti<:r '^'^^ 

moft by fuch Negle6l, and therefore we may depend ori it, 
that they would always take Care to fee the Laws of vV'sif 
duly pot in Execution againlt all fuch negligent Perfuri^ 1 
and in this we may believe they would be the more exa£), the 
lefs dependent they were upon Miniders of State, or Oyutu 
Favourites ; for it is well known in the Army, that thofe %vha 
are mod frequently guilty of fuch Crimes, and meet mth 
mod Indulge' ce, are thofe who are the Relations or the Fa- 
votirites of Miniders of State, or fuch other Perfons who are 
fuppofed to have great Intcred at Court ; and therefore I 
think I have good Reafon to prefu|ne, that if this Bill had 
1753-4 6 d 2 . pafi'ed 
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Anno 7. Geo. II, paffed into a Law, it would have greatly conduced to the Ob* 
■ '733;;4' fcrvance of the moft exaft Military Difcipline among all De- 
'^ • " grces of Men in the Army. 

* I am furprifed, my Lords, to hear it pretended, that the 
making of the Officers of the Army in fome (mall Meafurc 
only independent of a Secretary at War, or other Miniflerof 
State, would tend towards the making Courts martial connive 
at the OppreiTions or Abufes that might be committed, either 
by Officers or Soldiers, in the Places where they were quar- 
tered, or in the Places through which they happened to 
march ; I am fare there is no Ground that I know of for fach 
a Pretence ; and as I never yet heard that any Officer was fo 
much as fufpended by the Secretary at War for fuch Pradices, 
I muil think, that it is the Fear of Punifhment from a Court- 
martial, that has hitherto kept both Officers and Soldiers 
pretty much within Bounds, in that Refped. It is certain, 
that there is not the lead Crime of this Nature, bat what 
may be brought before a Court- martial, and may be punilhed 
by them : In fuch Cafes, a Court-martial, as well as the Se- 
cretary at War, may confider the general Charadcr of the 
Offi^nder, and may proportion the Punr(hmcnt according to 
it ; and I do not doubt, but that they would break an Officer 
iti the Army, if, upon Enquiry, it ihould be found, that he 
had often been guilty of oppreffing the poor Country People 
upon whom he was quartered, or had been guilty of bat one 
▼ery heinous Crim^ of that Nature. But if any poor Coun- 
try Inn-keeper or Victualler fhould be refufed a proper Re- 
drefs, by Means of a Tryal before a Court-martial, could 
not he eafily have Accefs to fome of the Lords of this Hoafe, 
or to fome of the Members of the other, who would repreient 
his Cafe to Parliament, where he certainly would meet with 
a proper Redrefs, not only againil the firft Offender, but even 
againd the Officers of the Court-martial, who had refufed 
him Jullice, in the ordinary Way ? Whereas if any Lord of 
^^^^^^^ this Houfet or any Member of the other, fhould now make 

^^^^^v any fuch Complaint, he would, probably, be told, that his 

^^^^^P Qompbirrt was irregular; it ought firfl to have been made to 

^^^B\ llif Secretary at War. 

^Af^^ft "* But, my Lords, we have been told, that, if every Of- 

\J^^KL Ecer of tliL* Army w:is to have his Commiffion ^amdiu fg 

^^HH ^^^^ ^Kf''- '^> ^^^ir Iniereil in the Country, and their Ntnn- 

^^^^^m ^^^ in TiTl lament, would be greater than it is at prefent, and 

^^^^^P c0nlVq;' r;,[y that they would have fo much Influence in Par- 

^HP* iiauKr/. .1 to prevent the obtaining of an Addrefs from either 

"^^^ ^* Hdttie, ;l: inll any of the Officers of the Army. My Lords, 

' That their raturnl Iftterefl in the Count. y would be greater, 

and dcfervedly greater, I do not doubt, but that their Nam- 

bcfs, or their Influence in Parliament, would be greater. 
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I verj roach queftioo ; for if they were to expeEt no private Anno 7. Geo.Il« 
Advantages by their being in Parliament, they would not, I i733-4« 
believe, be fo very fond of being Members of either Houfe ; ^^'"^^■" "^ • 
and if they had no Dependence upon the Court, with refpedl 
to Elections, they would be upon the fame Footing with other 
Gentlenoen ; whereas, while they have an entire Dependence 
upon the Coart, it is to be feared, that, in every Place where 
an Officer fets up as a Candidate againUa Country -Gentleman, 
the Officer will be fupported by the Cburt, and (he additional 
IntereU an Officer mu& have by his being fupported by the 
Court, will generally be greater than any additional Intereft 
he could acquire by his having his CommiHion ^amdiu ft 
hene gfjfcrtt : And thus I think it muH appear evident, that 
if the Bill had pafTed into a Law, the Number of Officen in 
Parliament would not have been fo great, as it may probably 
be if they continue upon the Footing they are on at prefent. ^ 

' Now as to their Influence in Parliament, is it to be fup- 
pofed, that any Set of Men can ever unite fo generally, or 
fo firmly, in any Cafe, efpecially fuch a di (honourable Cafe 
as that of fcreening a guilty Perfon ? Is it, I fay, to be fup- 
pofed, that they will unite fo firmly when there is no Band 
of Union among them, but that of their being of the fame 
Profefiion, as they may be fuppofed to do,- when there is not 
only that Band of Union among them, but this further Band, 
of every Man's Commiffion depending upon his uniting with 
the reft under a miniderlal Leader ? This is the Influence, 
my Lords, that we are to be^fraid of: It is not the Influence 
of the Officers only, even fuppoilng them to join together ; 
but it is when their Influence in Parliament is not only direct- 
ed by the Crown, but added to alJ the other Influences, which 
the Crown may have, and mull at all Times have, in Parli- 
ament. It IS by this Union of Influences that our Conflitu* 
lion may be overturned ,* and this is the Danger which by the 
Bill was propofed, in Part at leaft, to be obviated. 

' It is well known, that a Dependence upon the Crown is 
a Dependence upon the Miniflry, and if ever fuch a Depen- 
dence flioold come to be abfoJute, it is to be feared, that L4e ' f 
Military Sword may come to move always according to the 
Diredions of the Minillerial Sword that hangs over it ; :in'l 
that the Votes of thofe Officers, who may hereafter hap or n 
to bt Members of either Houfe of Parliament, may be ^e^ 
oerally directed by the Minifler, upon whom their Commihr- 
ona depend. It is to be feared, my Lords, that Prefermcn: ^ 
or Difgrace In the Army may come to depend, not upon Mi* ' *^^ 
litary Virtues, or Military Crimes, but upon Obedience or 
Difobedience to the mod unjufl Commands cf a Prime Mini- 
Iter: This is what, I think, ought to be prevented, if pof- 
fij^Ie. I will admit, nay, I defire, that the Paths of Prefer- 
ment 
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AimoT-Geo. 11. ™"^ ""^X ^ °*^^^ ^''^^ ^^^ ^^^^'^ ®^ Virtue ; Let them be 
'TSS-f** roQgh and rugged, but, for God*s Sake^ my Lords, do not. 

i^i>^y— .J let us allow them to be dirty. 

' There is, my Lord^, a very great Difference between 
the Motion now before us, and the Bill which your Lordfhips 
have been pleafed to rejcft : By the Addrefs moved for, it 
cannot fo much as be pretended, that there is an Attack made 
tipon the Prerogative of the Crown, or that the Power of the 
King over the Army is to be any Way touched ; nor can it 
juilly be faid', that this would lay a Precedent for addreffing 
the King upon eve<-y OccaAon, when his MajeHy or any of his 
Succeffors, fhould think proper to remove an Officer. There 
can never be a Precedent pretended from the Addrefs now 
propofed, but when fuch Removes may occafion a general 
Difcontent and Murmuring in the Nation ; and in fuch Cafe, 
I hope, your Lordfhips will all grant, that fuch a Precedent 
would be of great Ufe ; and that it is the Duty of this 
Houfe to addrefs uf}on all fuch Occafions; for in fuch Cafes 
It will always be of great Service to the King, becaufe it will 
afford him an Opportunity of fatisfying the Publick, that 
what he did was right, or of doing Jufticc to thofe who had 
fuffcred by Calumnies and iVlifrcprefentations ; and therefore 
I make no doubt, but that many of thufe Lords who voted 
againft the Bil'. will join with me in voting for this Addrefs.* 
The Earl of Cbolmondelcy fpoke as follows : 
My LorJs^ 

Earl of Choi- . * I cannoi believe that the Complaints againft the remov- 
mondelcy. • ing of the two noble Lords mentioned in the Motion now 
before you, are fo great, or fo general, as fome Lords have 
been plealed to reprefent ; for in all the Companies that I 
have ever been in ftnce thofe two noble Lords were removed, 
I have not heard fo much as one Complaint againll it ; and 
as the Generality of thofe Complaints is the principal Reafoa 
given for agreeing to the Addrefs propofed, I mull therefore 
be of Opinion, that theie is no Occafion for any fuch Addrefs.^ 
The Earl 6i Abingdon flood up next, and fpoke thus : 

My Lords, 

' A very good, and a particular Reafon may be given 
why the noble Lord, who fpoke lail *, has heard r>o Com- 
plaint made againft the Removal of the two noble Lords, 
tiientioned in the Motion for this Addrefs. It would not, 
lifrhaps, be very polite, it would not even be good Manners, 
lO his Lordfhip's Company, to find Fault with the Removal 
%ff thofe two noble Lords, or with any other Meafure that 
lias lately been taken ; but if every Lond in this Houfe, who 
has heard a Complaint againft the Meafure in particular, 
fhall give his Vote for the Addrefs propofed,. it is no difficult 
Matter to determine the Fate of the Queilion.' 

The 

* His Lordihjp married a DaughtR of Sir Robert Walpole, 



^^W^f 
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Tltt Dake of JrgyU fiood ap, ind faid, ' Anno 7. Geo.II. 

hfy Lords, • »733-4* 

• 1 did not before give the Honfe any Trooble, or offer to ^^"^"'-^ 
^vemy Rtafons ag^iinft the Bill, bccaafc, as I thought ita^' ^^^^^^^ 
very new Thing, and a very extraordinary one too, I thought 

that the Lords who appeared to be for it, ought to have 
given their Reafons for being fo, before it could be expeded- 
that any Lord ihoald give his Reafons for being againil it ; 
for it is known to have been always the Cultom of this 
Houfe, that when any Thing new is propofed or offered, the 
Lords who are for it give their Reafons, and all that the 
other Lords have to do, is, to ihew, that tbofe Reafons are 
not fufficient for prevailing with the Houfe to agree to what 
is propofed. In the prefent Cafe, I did indeed liear a very 
handfome Speech made in Favour of the Bill prefented to 
uf, but in all that was (aid, I could not obferve any real Ar- 
gument, or any Rea(bn offered for inducing us to make fuch 
an Alteration in our Conftitutioo, as was propofed to be 
made by that Bill. 

* I hope, my Lords, there are no Gentlemen in the Ar* 
my that ever were, or ever can be prevailed on, either to 
ad or fpeak contrary to their Confcience, by the Fears of 
their being tam*d out of their CommiiEons ; I hope there 
never will be any fuch in our Army ; but if there are now^ 
or ever (hall be, any fuch abandoned Men in our Army, I 
am fare there was nothing propofed by the BiU, that could 
have had any Effed as to fuch Men ; for it is well knov^n, I 
believe every one of your Lordfhips is fenfib e, that with all 
thofe Men, who are ready to facrifice their Honour and their 
Confcience to their private Interell, the Hopes of Prefer- 
ment, the Hopes of a more lucrative Poli or Employment, 
will always be as prevailing an Argument, as the Fears of 
lofing what they have. I am perfuaded there is not a Man 
in the Nation, who would lacrifice his Honour and Confci- 
ence, rather than lofe 1000 /. a- Year, which he enjoys, but 
would do the £ime, if he expected thereby to add but one 
(ingle Hundred a- Year to his former Revenue ; and therefore 
in the only Cafe, in which it can be fuppofed that (he Bill 
was necei&ry, it is plain it could have had no Effed. 

' I muil indeed (av, that if I had (poke againlt the Bill, 
I (hould have differed, as to fome FaCh, from thofe noble 
Lords who. fpoke for it. It is very true, chat there have 
fornnerly been Removes in the Army, but it is certain like- 
wi(e, that many of thofe who were removed had no Seats 
in Parliament, and therefore it cannot properly be faid, that 
the Bthaviour of Gentlemen in Parliament was ever the 
Caafe of their being removed from thcr Commands in the 
Army. However, i (hail fay no more as to the Bill, wbich, 
in my OpinioD, has been jaftfy rejeded. \ But, 
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Annoy. Geo. n. ' But, my Lords^ as to the Addrefs propofed, I ftftlly 
• I7SS-4- think it woHe thanfthe Bill itfelf : It is certtiDly as great . an 
^ ^^'^ ^ Attack upon the Prerogative of the Crown as the Bill wa>; 
for what fignifies a Prerogative, if the King is never to make 
Ufe of it, without being obliged to give an Account of 
his Reafons for fo doing to either Houfe of Parliament, that 
ihall pleafe to call for fuch an Account ? The Addrefs, there- 
fore, is as great an Attack upon the Prerogative, and it is a 
much more dire^ Attack upon hb prefent Majeily^s Con- 
dudt. I am furprifed, my Lords, to hear fnch a Noife made 
about the Removal of two noble Lords from their Com- 
mands in the Army. It is true, there have been two Lords 
removed, but there has been but one Soldier remove4 ; and 
therefore, when Lords are pieafed to talk of Soldiers having 
been turned out of their Commiifions in the Army, they 
ought not to talk in the Plural Number. Since then his 
Mujelty has removed but one Soldier, I can fee no Reafoa for 
pretending, in fome Manner at leaft, to call him to an Ac- 
count, by deiirmg him to lay his Reafons for fo doing before 
either Houfe of Parliament : It is what was never ofiered 
to any of his PredeceiTers, even when Numbers of Officers 
were removed at a Time. Inhere was no fuch Addrefs as this 
propofed in a late Reign, when many Officers were at ooce 
turned out ; Officers, who were fo far from being guilty of 
any Crime, or of any Negledi of Duty, that fome of them 
were but juft returned from Vi^ory. It muft therefore be 
granted, that what is now propofed is withoat Precedent in 
either Houfe of Parliament; and for that Reafon I am a- 
gainft agreeing to the Motion. 

Then the Earl of Jng/ejea fpoke as follows : 
My Lordsy 
E. of Aoglefea. * I voted for the Bill, which your Lordfliipe have been 
pieafed tu reject ; and I voted for it, becaufe I heard, what 
I thought very flrong and convincing Arguments offered 
' j^^ for it, and not the lea]^ Shew of Argument againftit. What 

'^Al*^ the iioble Duke was pieafed to take Notice of, was a very 

^^^K ' good Argument .for offering an Amendment to the Bill, but 

it vv^as no Argument againft the Bill itfelf, and much 
lc(£ againil the fecund Reading of it. It is certain, that 
Mc are fometimes guided by their Hopes, as well as by 
thcjf Fears; but, furely, when the Hopes of Prefonnent, 
^nd the Fears of Starving, are put together in the Scale a- 
|atiH I Virtue and Confcience, they will jointly weigh more 
itnvJy, than either of them would do feparately. I can- 
cannot allo>y, that every Man, who may be governed and 
directed in his Way of a^ngand fpeaking, by the Fear of 
Starving, will likewife be directed by the Hopes of Pre- 
ferment, or the Ho^s of a more kcrative Foil or £m[4oy- 

aieoc. 
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flmc I for he noft hure a finailSliait of Virtne, and a very Anno 7. Geo.ll« 
great Sbare of AmbitioD or Covetoafnefs, who is diredled co *733j;4*' 
aft a^oft hU Coofdaice» hy the fiagle Hopes of Prefer* 
meaty or the H(^)es of a more lacrative Poft or £inployineot: 
Aod it mall be granted, that there are many Men, who 
have fo little Ambition or Covetoufneis that if they are but 
made fore of a moderate Support for Life, the Hopes of. 
Preferment, or the Hopes of adding to their yearly In-' 
oome» will have fo little Effed upon them» that^ with e* 
ven but a fmall Share ^f Virtae». they may hold oat againft 
the ffioft alloring Hopes : fiat it muA be allowed, that the 
Man who fbmds his Ground againil the Fears of being re- 
duced to a flarving Condition, as well as againU the Hopes 
of Pvefermenty aid adding to his yearly Income, moll have 
a very great Share of Virtue ; a greater Share I am afraid^ 
than moft Men can brag of in this degenerate Age. As 
fer thofe who are quite abandoned, and governed entirely 
bf their own felfifli Ends, I believe it u not polfiblc to make 
them honeft or virtuous, but furely there are Degiees both 
of Vice and Virtue ; all Men are not equally vicious ; and 
if we coidd, by the Bill's being pafTcd into a Law, but 
have prc&rved the Virtue of fome, it would certainly have 
been worth our while ; we could afterwards have amended 
it, if we had found, that what was done was not fufiicient. 
' As to the Addre& now proposed,! cannot fee, my Lords^ 
how it is poffible that an humble Addrefs from either Houfe 
of Parliament can be deemed an Attack upon the Preroga- 
tive of the Crown. His Majelly, or any of his SueceiTors, 
may make what Ufe they pleaie of any of the Prerogatives of 
the Crown ; but it is certain, that if ever any bad Uie is made 
of thofe Prerogatives, the Parliament has a Right ; nay, it is 
their Duty to enquire into it, and to defire his Majefty to ac- 
quaint them, who it was that adviied. him to take fuchaStep. 
Thia has always been the Pradice of Parliament, as to eve- 
ry Prerogative that was ever claimed by the Crown : This 
is the very Gale now before us : His Majefty has made ufe 
of his Prerogative in removing two noble Lords from their 
Commands in the Army : Thefe Removals have occafion- 
ed a moft oniverial Complaint through the whole Nation, 
becaofe it is generally believed, that there were no fufHcient 
or good Reaibns for removing theni ; and as it is the Duty 
of tfabHoofeto take Care, that his Majefty (hall not by 
any Step he may be advifcd to take, incur the general Cen> 
fure of the Peof^e, therefore this general Complaint that 
has been nufed, is a moft fuificient Foundation for the Ad- 
dre6 now propofed : His Majefty's Condud is no Way con- 
cerned in the Qaeftkm, it is only the Condndt of thofe who 
adviied him } if they advifed him Mil, they wall be jufti- 
1733-4. ^ ^ ficd 
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Anno 7- Geo.II,fied hf wliat h now propoied ; if Aey adviM him 9), 
'73 3^4* they certainly deferve at leaft the Cenfnre of this Eioufe ; 

^ ~*~ -^ but to tell us that hi« Majefly's Condttd is, or cao be con- 
cerned, in any fuch (^eftion, is dircdly to tdl as, that the 
Parliament of Gnat Britain fhal! never enqoiie into any 
Thing, that their King (hall be pleafed,by the Advice of his 
Minillers, to do. 

* As to the Namber of thofe who have been renuwed, it 
is of no Signification in the prefent Qoeftion ; the Caufe of 
Removal is what your Lordfhips are to enquire into ; for 
if thofe two noble Lords were removed only as an Example 
to others,one Example may ferve to keep Hondreds in Awe ; 
V and if that Example was made, only tt^ ferve a minifierial 
End, it may be of the moft fatal Confeqaence to oar Con- 
Aitution. For this Eeafon I fhall be for the Addreis moved 
for. The Motion may perhaps be rtjeQjed by a Majority 
of this Houfe i but if it be rcjeded, the whole World will 
be convinced, that thofe two noble Lords were removed 
from their Commands in the Army, for no Caafe, at leafl 
for no Caufe that can well be pablickly avowed. 

D. of Montrofc. '^^ Duke of Montrofe fpoke next, and after him Lord 

li Cower. ' Gower^ both for the Motion ; after which the Qucflion was 
put, and carried in the Negative^ by jj againft 48. 

Dijffentient' 
Proteft on Lord f • Bccaafe we conceive that it is the inherent Right of this 
Carteret's Moti- Houfe to addrefs the Crown, to be informed who are the 
on paifiog in the^dvifers of any Meafures that may be prejudicial to his Ma- 
NegahTc, jelly's Government, or dangerous to the liberties of the 
Nation. 

II. Becaofe the Removal of two Officers of fuch Rank 
and Dignity, and of fuch known Fidelity to his MajefiyV 
Perfon and Government, without any Caufe aligned, or a- 
ny known or alledged Negled of their Duty, gave the greatefl 
Alarm to many of his Ms^elly*s moft fiuthfui Sabjc&; we 
*i^ 1 therefore thought it for his Majefly*s Service, to give him 

this Occaiion to publifli to the World thejufl Grounds of his 

JDifple^fure, or to deted the Calumny of their Accufers ; and 
consequently to withdraw his Confidence hxjm fuch pemid- 
OQi Counfellors. 
III. Bccaufe, that as the Pra£tice of difplacing Officers has 
ffrown jDore frequent in Proportion to the Increafe of their 
Numbers in both Houfes of Parliament, the World may enter- 
tain (] ovvcver unjuftly) an Opinion, that the free Ufe of th«ir 
Vote^ hn^been the real Caufe of their Difgrace; and the 
more fo, fince moft of the Perfons, who have been remov*d, 
have happened to be Members of one or other Houfe of 
Parliament. 

IV. Be. 
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IV. Bettnic Applacitioiu of this Natnre to the Crown Aiiao7.Ge«.ll. 
may hereafter prot& many of his Majei!y*s faithful Subjedla '733;^4' 
from the iecret and maUdoos Mifreprefentationsof fome Mi- ^^ 
nifler in foture Time, who (tho* anreftrained by any Senfe of 
Tmth^ regardleis of hit Prince's real Intereft, and animated 
only by his own Paffions) may howerer be check*d by the 
juft Apprehenfionsy that the Applicationi of Parliament 
may lay open his Calumnies, and bring upon himfelf the 
Di%race he had prepared for others. 

Wincbilfta and Nohinglumf Strafford, Warrington, AngU- 
fia^ Dinbigbf Marlhrougb, Marcbmont, T<wetdaU^ 
Mamtrofi, Nortbamftm, Weynumib, Oxford and Morti" 
mor, WiUongbby do Broii, C/inton, Bathurft, Brifiol^ 
J&i^ion, Bedford, Griffin, Boyle, Majbam, Carteret, 
Cardigan, Kir, Bruce, Scarfdale, Suffolk, Berk/hire, 
Craven, Litchfield, Bridgiuater^ Montjoy, Govfor, Tad' 
caftir, Foley, Cbefierfield. 

Diffemitnf 

Becade we are not conicioos that any Negled or Breach 
of oar Daty can be laid to oar Charge, much leis any Want 
of Zeal and Attachment for his Majefty's Perfon and Go- 
▼emment ; we therefore mufl teflify our eameft Dciire, that 
this Motion had pafled In the Affirmative, that we might 
have had an Opportunity given us of knowing our fuppofed 
Crimes and Accufers ; and we hope of jollifying ourfelves 
to his Majefty and the World. 

Bolton, Cohbam. 

March 6. The Order of the Day beiifg read, for the Houfe 
to take into Confideratwn Matters relating to the Eledlion 
of the Peers of that Part of Great-Britain called Scotland ; Debtte oa the 
the Earl of Marcbmont moved to refolve. That no Pw^^^?J^^^; 
who hath claimed, or fhall daim Right by Succcffion to any ^jadng to the * 
Peerage of Scotland, other than a D^cendent of the Body ofci^i^m of th^ 
a ?etr or Peereis, who has been in the Poffeffion of the Peer- Scots Fecrt* 
age claimed, iince the acth cA Afril, 1690, (halite ad* 
mitted to vote, at any Eleflion of a Peer or Peers to &t in 
Parliament, for that Part of Great Britain osAltd Scpfiamd^ 
until his Right and Title be claimed and determined in this 
Houfe. 

The Lord Hardwick, the Duke of Ne^caftle, the E*rf Ld H^riwklfi 
of llay^ Lord Hervey, and Lord 7tf/^<?/, opposed the Motion, D, of Nwire»IHf. 
•J^giog. That it was dangerous taking fuch a Rcfolutfon, 05^- ^^ ^'^y* 
Account of dormanl Titles, who might have Claims, *^<1 ^ Xaibov ^ • 
thereby be precluded from their juil Right. 

E c a They 



E; of Strafford. 
Ld Carteret. 
Ld ^atburft. 
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Annoy. Geo.!!. They were replied <to by the Marqoefii of ^nxHtiaU^ the 
«733-4- Duke of Montrofe^ the Earls of Chifitrfiild, mncMfoa^ and 
^^'^ r! Strafford t and the Lords Cartint and Bathurfi^ who argued 
^\om^^^^ ^^"^ Neccffity of fuch a Refolution, on Account of (everai 
£. of Chefterfield P^crs continuing on the Roll of Peerage, whofe Families are 
£. ofWinchelfeaexcind, Or have no Right; by which Means the Sixteen 
"'^ "* * Peers might be chofen by a Majority, who have noRighc at all. 
But the Earl of Scarir^ngh and the Duke of Jrgyie weie 
for putting off the Motion* whicb was agreed to ; and it 
B. of Scarbrough was order*d» That the Houfe be put into a Committee oo 
p. of Argylc. that Affair on the Monday next 

Then the Marquefs of TweedaU moved to refolve» That 
Marq. of Twee- for the better fecuring the Freedom of the Eledion of a 
dale moves, That Peer or Peers to fit in the Parliament of Great Briimim on 
J^c Sco« Pcen ^^^ ^*" ^^ Scotland, the Elcaion (hall be by way of fiaUot. 
be\y*^Baaiot. ^** Lordfhip was fupported by the Lords Baiburfii and Catr- 
Urtt^ who urgM t}ie Reafonablenefs thereof* to preferve un- 
due Influence. 

They were oppofed by the Dukes oiArgyU and HenjocaftU^ 
and Lord lialhoty who alledged. That the Method of Ballot 



Debate thereon. 
Ld Bathurft. 
Ld Carteret. 

D. of Argylc. 



p. of NewcafUe. would be a Breach of the Ad of Union, by which it was 



14 Talbot, 



declared, ' That it fhould be an open Eledion. 

Then the Quellion being put thereupon, it was idblvM k 
the Negative. 



Contents 
Proxies 



45 \ 6? Not Contents 75 -> , 
18 / ^^ Proxies zi / ^^ 



Proteft on the 
faid Motion's 
paffing in the 
Negative, 



Dijfentient'* 

I. Secaufe this Motion tending only to make a Variation 
in the Manner of electing the Peers for Scotland^ we appre- 
hend it was entirely agreeable to the Intention of the 3 zd 
Article of the Union ; for whatever can contribute to make 
the Eledlion more free and independent, the more it anfwers 
the Deiign of that Article ; And we muft obferve, that this 
Houfe has been fo far from thinking the Manner of Eledtion 
unalterable, that a Bill palTed this Houfe, * by which the E- 
legion icfelf was entirely abolished. 

IL Becaufe in an Election of this Nature, the Method of 
voting by Ballot appears to us infinitely preferable on many 
Accounts, for as it is well known there are feveral Alliances 
among that Body of Nobility, many of the Peers may be 
put under great Difficulties, their Alliances drawing them 
one Way, and their Opinion and Inclination another Way. 
It is vXi'o poffible, that by Penfions from the Crown, or by 
Civil or Military Preferments, (bme of them may lye un- 
der Obligations to a Court, and be reduced to the hard Ne- 
fcffity (under ihe Power of an arbitrary Miniller) e«:her of 

loling 
• The Peerage BiU^ which p&i2bd the Houfe of Lords, Anno ^ 
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kfing their Biiflosfiiiently or of Todog agtinft their 0axtttAm107.ee0.lh 
ReUcioos, and thwr own Opinion tlfo. Wc apprehend that ^ '733-;4* ^ 
BoEledion can be calFd perfedly free, where any Namber ^ ^u~'"J 
of the Elcdort are under any Infloence whatibever, by which 
they may be biafled in the Freedom of their Choice. 

If I. Becaafe we apprehend, that this Honfe is, in a moft 
cflcntial Manner, concerned in the Freedom of this Eledion { 
for if Sixteen new Members are to be brought in every new 
Pariiament, nnder any ondoe Influence, it may tend to fub- 
vert the Independence of this Houfe, and of Confequence 
the Conftitodon of the whole Kingdom. By Means of fach 
an Eleftton, an ambidoos Minifter may make Ufe of the 
Power of tikt Crown, at one Time, to deftroy the Intereft 
of the Crown ; at another to opprefs the Liberty of his Fel- 
low^Sabjeds, and, by different Tarns, proted himfelf from 
the jnft Refentment of both. 

IV. As this Hoofe is the higheft Coart of Jodicatnre, 
and the laft Refort in all Matters reUting to the Properties of 
theSobfe^ of Great Britain and Ireland^ we conceive that 
tftry Perfen who is Mafler of any Property, is concerned 
in the COnleqoence of this Motion 1 for if Sixteen of thefe 
Members, in whofe Hands this great TruH is veiled, fhould 
ever be thought to be in the Nominadon of a Minifter, the 
Sabje6b of thefe Kingdoms may have great Reafon to dread 
the Confequence of inch an unwarrantable Influence, by 
which their Ltbeidei, Lives and Properdes might be rendered 
precanous. 

Btyle, Beifrrd^ Carteret, Weymouth, Cobbam. Chefterfield, 
Mentrefe^ Cementry, Strafford, Cardigan, Bo/ton, Ha* 
iMrfbam, Marcbmont, Batbnr/t^ Marlbrongb, Winchetjea 
and Nottinzbata, Brace, Oxford and Mortimer, Willougb" 
by de Broke, Clinton. Aflesford, Montjoj, Tuoeedaie, 
Noribamfton, fFarrington, Stair ^ Denbigh, Go*wer, Bri» 
fiol^ Foley, ladeafier, Utehfield, Ker, Berkjhire. 

March 18. TTie Order of the Day being read, for the /. ■ 1 ^ 
taking into Consideration Matters relating to the EicL'lion'}^^^ q^I^^ ^ 
of the Peers of that Part of Great Britain called Sc^^'J.md i Beared movt^, 
the Dake of Bedford mofcd to reiblve. That it is th^ Opi Tiut iv Oitt^un. 
nioo of this HouTe, that any Peribn or Perfons takin ' ^^pots J5 T"^^"^^'; ^^r 
him or them to engage any Peers of Scotland, by In. ^ri%?uc^T,nf 
Promifeof Place or Peniion, or any Reward or G- n jt^ St^tiPccr, t> 
whatfoever from the Crown« to vote for any Peer, or i^urv^^^^ a^ -i BW* 
of Pecra to represent the Peerage of Scotland in Parliament, ^^^' C''^'^ 
is an high Infule on the Juftice of the Crown, an locroach-^^''"'*^'^* 
ment on the Freedom of £lefUoiis, and highJy injurious to 
the Honour of die Peciaze. , 

His 
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Mbo 7. Geo.ir. Influence lias'as yet been made afe of in the EleOkm of Ae 
1733^ Sixteen Peers for Sc9tlandi tho' it cannot be fafpefted tliac 
' any fuch Influence will ever be allowed of, much left ap- 
proved of by his prefent Majeily» yet no Man can tell how 
loon (uch a Thing may be attempted } and the Circom- 
fiances of many of the Peers of that Nation give os gfcat 
Keafon to be jealous of fuch Attempts : It rooft be allowed, 
that there are many of them who have the Misfortnne of 
having but fmall Eftates ; it is well known that many of 
them have Commiffions in the Army, or Places in the Go- 
vernment depending upon the Pleafure of the Crown ; and 
it mail be granted that ibme of them cannot well fopport 
the Dignity of their Titles, and the ancient Grandeur of 
their Families, without fuch Commifiion in the Army, or 
Foil in the Government: If then any future ambitious 
Prince fhould think of fecuring by illegal Means a Majority 
in this Houfe, in order to deilroy the Liberttea of his Peo- 
ple ; or if any wicked MiniHer who had got the leading of 
a weak Prince, fliopld think of getting a corrupt Majority 
in this Houfe, in order to fecure him againft an Impeach- 
ment from the oth^r, are not we naturally to conclude 
that the iirft Attempt of fuch a King, or fuch a Minifter, 
would be 'to fecure the Sixteen Peers from Sctknd. 

* In fuch a Cafe a Court-Lift, or rather a Miniftetial- 
Lift, would certainly be ient down, and every Peer of 
Scotland that did not vote plump for that lift, would be 
under-hand threatened with being turned out of his Com- 
miffion in the Army or Navy, or out of his Empksyment 
under the Government ; and others would be indooed to 
vote for it by fecret Promifes of Preferment, or of being 
provided for. The noble Families of $c§i/ami are, my 
Lords, as ancient, and hav^ always behaved with as much 
Honour, as the Nobility ofiiny Nation under the Son ; 
but in fuch a Cafe, how hard might be the Fate of fome 
of the Reprefentatives of the noble Families of that Kii^* 
dom : They mult ungratefully vote againft thofe who per- 
haps procured them the Commiffions or the Pofts they en- 
joy, they muft vote for thofe whom they know to be Men 
of no Worth and Honour, Men whom they know to be 
meer Tools of Power ; or otherwife they muft esqpedl to be 
ftript of all their Preferments under the Government, and 
thereby rendered incapable of fupporting themfelves in their 
Native Country as Noblemen, perhaps even, as Gentlemen. 
This is a Misfortune which certainly may happen : This, 
my Lords, is a Misfortune which, in Regard to our Coon- 
try, in Regard to the Honour and Dignity of this Hoafe, 
in Regard to our own Families, we ought to provide a- 
gainft ; and ^e' cannot provide againft it too foon. 
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* 1 fiiy, my Lords* that it is a Mlsfoitane, wh^h in regard Anno 7. Geo, II. 
even to oar own Families, we ought to provide aj^ainil ; for i733-4* 
it is well icDOwn that there is but feldom any Difference be- 
tween the Royal and the Minifterial Power : There never can 
be any Difference between the two, but when there is a juft, 
a wiic and an adive Prince upon the Throne ; for when there 
is an ambitious and an unjutl Prince upon the Throne, his 
Miniffen will readily fabmit, he will make every Thing fub* 
mit to his Power, if he can ; and when a weak or an indo- 
lent Prince "happens to be upon the Throne, the whole Royal 
Power will always be lodged with the Miniilers, generally in 
one Prime Minifter ; and as fuch Minifters always endeavour 
to ad in an arbitrary Way, they never will employ any but 
thofe who will meanly fubmit to be their Tools $ all others 
they will endeavour to opprefs or deftroy : It is certain that 
Men of great Families and Fortunes, who have any Senfe or 
Penetration, will never (o eafily fubmit to the arbitrary Views 
of an ambitious Prince, nor will they fo eafily fubmit to be 
the Tools of an over- bearing Miniffer, as Fools or mean Up- 
fiarts ; and therefore no fuch Prince or Prime Miniffer will 
ever employ any of them, i( they can do without : While 
the ancient Dignity and the Weight of this Houfe is pre- 
ferved, the ancient and the great Families of the Kingdom 
will always be able to confine the Views of an ambitious 
Prince, and to force him to delegate a jull Proportion of his 
Power tq them ; and they will always be in a Condition to 
force themfelves in upon a Prime Minifter, not as his Tools 
bat as his Partners in Power : But if it ihould once come to 
be in the Power of a Prince or Minifter to fecure by difho- 
noorable Means a Majority in this Houfe, the greateft Part 
of our Pofferity will for ever be excluded from all Share in 
the Government of their Country ; none but mean Tools of 
Power, and knavifh Upftarts will be employed in the Admi- 
niilration ; and perhaps even our next SuccefTors may fee a 
wicked and over-bearing Prime Minifter of State at the Head 
of a Parcel of Fools and Knaves, carrying Things iu thti 
Hoafe by a Majority, contrary to the Opinion of the Gene- 
lality of Mankind without Doors, and contrary to the Opt^Llfl 
nion of every honcft Man of Senfe within. ^ 

' To me, my Lords, it is as clear as Demonfir:ic?oo^p 
that an utter Exclufion of all the Nobility in Great Briiain^^ 
who had either Honour or good Senfe, from any Share in tht 
Adminiftration, would be the certain Confequence o^ iht 
Cbort's getting it in their Power to iecure by Corruption s 
Majority in this Houfe : but I am much afraid the Ali^ificYr^* 
tune wonld not ftop here ; I am afraid that fuch a Court 
would foon begin to think of getting rid of tytiy Family in 
the Nation which could be any Way trouSIeCcye to them ; 

1733.4 ¥£ an4 
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Anno 7. G«o.lIt and of fuch a Rcfolution, my Lords, fapportcd by fiicM ^ Ma- 
»733^4' jority, how hital might the Confequcnccs be to every one of 
"^ your Lord(hip6 Families, which happened unfortunately at 

that Time to have a Reprefenativc beloved in his Country, 
and efteemed for his great Honour and his good Senfe : Of 
^ fuch Confequences I have the mofl terrible Apprehenfions : I 
hope no fuch Cafe will ever happen ; but I mud deiire your 
Lord(hips to confider how great an Influence a Nun>ber of 
1 6 fure Votes might have upon all the Refolutions of this 
Houfe : Look into your Journals, look into the Hiftories of 
this Nation, and you will fee how many Queflions, Quefti- 
ens in which the very Being of our ConfUtution was deeply 
concerned, have been carried againtf the then Enemies of our 
Conftitution by a Majority of a much fmaller Number, per- 
haps by a Majority of not above two or three. Can we then 
be too jealous of the Method of deding the Sixteen Peers for 
Set land? Can we refufe or negled to ufe all thofe Means 
that lie in our Power for preventing their being ever chofen 
by Mini Aerial Influence ? Can we fappofe that all thofe who 
are chofen under fuch an Influence/ will not vote in this 
Houfe under that Influence by which they were chofen ? 

* Cudom, my Lords, is of a mighty prevalent Nature ; 
even Virtue itfelf owes its Refped in a greater Meafure to 
Cuflom ; and Vice, by being openly and avowedly pradifed, 
f6on comes to difguife itfelf, and afTume the Habit of Virtue : 
If Minifleriai Influence, if private and felflfh Views,* (bould 
oaoe come to be the ible Diredors in voting at the Eicdion 
of the Sixteen Peers for Scatland, the PraQice would foon get 
even into this Houfe itfelf ; and as Inferk>rs are always apt 
to imitate their Superiors, it would from thence defoend to 
every Eicdion and to every Aifembly in Great Britain : Cor- 
ruption would then come to be openly and generally avowed s 
it would aflTume the Habit of Virtue ; the facrifidng of our 
Country, the facrifidng of all the Ties of Honour, Fncnd- 
f[ L and Blood, to any pcrional Advantage or PrcfienBeot* 
V. Id be called Prodetxe and good Seofe, acd every contn* 
fY l:ehaviottr would be called Madnefs and Folly : Then in- 
^c?^ I, if there were a Man of Vntne left in the Natioo, be 
v^ui hi have Reaiba to cry out with the celebrated lUmmm I^ * 
tf :^', • O Virtue ! I have followed thee as a reel Good* i>at 
' ri w I find thoa art Nothing but an empty Name * .* It was, 
i:^> Lords, the general Cbrruption he found in his Oooncry 
th .- led that great Man into fuch an Exprcffion : He died in 
th- Defence of Liberty and Virtue ; and with him eacpiicd the 
hft Remains of the Liberty and Virtue of his CouDtty ; Ibr 
Virtue and Liberty always go Hand ia Hani; wherever one 

* Tt colui^ Virt9S| «t Ron | ift T0 Ncaaea ianK es I 
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18, there likenvife is the other, and from eveiy Coantrj they Anno 7. Geo. ii. 
take their Fii^t together. ^7 33^ 

• I have fekl, my Lords, diat it cannot be affirmed, that ' ' ' *' 
any nndae Infloence has as yet been made ofe of in the Ele- 
&lon of the Peers for Scotland ; bat yet it muft be granted, 
that towards the ^ter End of the kce Qaeen> Reign, there 
feeras to be a ftrong Safpicion, that fome extraordinary In- 
floeoce was then made ufe of ; for the Sixteen chat were firft 
choTen after the Union, were all fach as were known to have 
a true Zeal and Aflkdion for the Revolution, and for the 
prcfent Eftablilhment : Soon after there was a Change in the 
Minifiry here, and upon that a new Parliament ; it cannot 
be iaid, that there was any Change among the Eledlors of 
the Sixteen Peers for Scotland^ they n^ceflarily continued to 
be the fiime ; and yet there watTfuch-a thorough Change a- 
BOng the Sixteen Reprefentatives thetr chofen that hardly 
one of the former was fent up ; the whole Sixteen were fnch 
as were agreeable to the new Miniflry, and fuch as went into 
all the new Meafares then fet on foot. Even (bme noble 
Lords now in this Houfe, whofe confnmmate Prudence and 
great Qualifications were then well known, were left out in 
that Qaeen*s Time, tho' the Peers of Scotland have been ever , 
fince ib j oft to themfelves as always to chafe them for their 
Reprefentatives : How this fhoald happen, without fome un- 
dae Infloence being then made ufe of, I cannot well compre- 
hend ; and if what is prophefied fhould happen ; if upon the 
next EledUon it ihould be found, that fome noble Lords are 
left out, whofe Families as well as themfelves have been emi- 
nent and remarkable for their Zeal for the prefent happy Efla- 
blilhment, as well as for the Revolution upon which it is 
founded : If fuch, I fay, ihould be left out, for no other 
Reafon that can poflibly be gueifed at, but that they happen 
not to be altogether agreeable to the Minifters for the Time 
being, I fhall think it Hill more unaccountable ; becaufe, that 
in the latter End of the late Queen's Time, there fcemcd to 
be a Conteft between thofe that were Friends and thofe that 
w^e Enemies to the Proteftant SuccefHon, and in {)i.\\ a C ch] 
tcft there is fome Ground toprefume, that the Peer: <■^\ '^tu* 
land would naturally divide into two Parties, and that the 
mod numerous Party would chufe that Sixteen who \\\:\c fup- 
pofed to be of the Party they efpoufed : But now, lu y Locd», 
where there is no Principle either in Religion or Pc IrjcL^ iu 
dired them, it is not to be fuppofed that they will t ij rally 
divide into two oppoftte Parties; or that the M: lorlry of 
them will readily refob^e not to vote for any om f ;h^!> 
who now happen to be difagrceabletothe Miniftcr, notwuh- 
flanding their iiaving, for a continued Courfc of (o many 
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Anno 7. G«o.ll. Years, thought fome of them worthy of the Honour of be* 
^1733-4' ing their ReprefenCatives in this Houfe. 

^ Mf this, my Lords, fhoald really happen ; if fome of 
thofe Lords now in this Houfe, whofe Zeal and AfFedion 
for his Majefty's Perfon and Government are well known, 
whofe Qualifications and natural Endowments are univerially 
acknowledged, and who have performed nuny eminent Ser- 
vices to their Country ; if fuch, I fay, ihould be left ouc» 
and others, who may not be known in the World, choieo, 
or at lead pretended to be chofcn in their Roon^, I ihall be 
ape to fufped, I believe the whole Nation will conclude, 
that fome of the Scots Peers have not been direded in their 
Choice by that whict ought to be their only Diredor apon 
fuch Occafions ; ai.d if fuch a Thing ihould happen, it will 
be incumbent upon this Houfe to enquire how it was brought 
about ; for we ought not to admit any unworthy Perfon*8 
being brought among us, nor ought we to allow of any Per- 
fon's being brought unworthily or unjullly into this Houfe ; 
this we have a Right to inquire into, as may appear by 
, what happened fo lately as in the Reigiwof the late Queen s 
and our own Records, our own Hillories may (hew us, that 
the bringing, or endeavouring to bring, unworthy Peribns 
into this Houfe, was inquired into, and had like 10 have 
proved fatal to King Henry HL 

* In fuch Cafes, my Lords, we are not tyed down to the 

drift Rules of Law, we are not to exped every criminal 

Fa£l to be proved by two or three Witnefifes ; this is what 

neither Houfe of Parliament ever thought themfelves tyed 

down to ; it is from Circumftances as well as Proofs that we 

are to determine, and if fuch Circumftances fhould concur as 

muft convince every Man of common Senfe in the Kingdom, 

I am fure I need not tell your Lordihips what you are to do 1 

but as the preventing of Crimes is much more prudent and 

leis troublefome than the punilhing of them, let us therefore 

now endeavour to prevent ti)e committing of any foch 

^'rtmes, by agreeing to the Refolution proposed.* 

)^ ' The other Houfe of Parliament has paiTed many Laws 

for preventing the Influence of Bribery and Corruption in the 

£Jcition of any of their Members. They have lately got 

paiP. J a fevere Law againft that abominable Prance i 

ftfjt! [jnother Bill for preventing any undue Influence upon 

llitjr Members after they are chofen, has fince been feveral 

Tinicin brought in, and as often paiTed in that Houfe, but 

you* Lcrdftiips have not, it feems, thought fit to give it 

your Concurrence : Whilft there are fuch Complaints againft 

the Growth of Corruption, while the other Houfe are ufing 

fuch Precautions againfl it, fliall we fit ttill and do nothing ? 

Th^re are but a iew of the Members of this Houfe, there 

5ue 
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ire none bot the Sixteen for Sco$laMl, who owe tieir SeatB Amo7.0«©JI; 
here to an Eledion : Let us then, my Lords, take all pof- ^ -mt^^j 
fible Care tbat they fhall always be chofen by an honourable^ ~ ' "^ 
a &ir and a ixtit Eledion : If they (hould ever come to de- 
pend upon a Minifter for their Seats in this Houfe, confidtr, 
my Lords, what an Influence it might have even upon their 
Way of voting while they are here : How terrible muli it be 
fcr any Lord of this Houfe to be expofed to the Danger of 
being told by an iniblent Minifier, You (hall vote fo or fo, 
otberwife yoa (hall be no longer a Lord of Parliament. 
This is what, I b<^, your Lordfhipt will endeavour to 
prevent by agreeing to this Refolution, or any other more 
cfiedual Method that may hereafter be found co be neceflary. 

The Dukes of NewcaftU and Jrgfie, the Earls of Cbolmon- g- ^.^J^^'*^ 
deUy and P^mIh, the Lords Heruey and Talbot, fpoke againft £ of oI^mh 
the Motion to the EfFed as follows : deley. 

Mj Lords, E. Poulet, 

* That^ both by the Common and Statute Law of tJ»« IJtSS* 
£ii^m, all Eledions ought to be free and undifturbed, is 

what will not be denied by any Lord in this Houfe ; and 

that the giving of Money , or the making Ufe of any Threats 

or Proini&, in order to induce any of the Eledors to vote 

according to Diredion, is a Crime of a very high Nature^ 

and what will be as little controverted ; but this is fo far from 

being an Argument for the Resolution propofed, that, in 

my Opinion, it is a very flrong Argument againd it ; for 

wherever the Law is plain and ckar, there is no Ocodion 

for a Befolution of this Houfe either to inforce it, or put 

People in mind of it : Upon the contrary, our coming to 

fuch a Refolution nught probably make People doubt of 

what they before thought evident, becaufe our Refolution 

would not make tbat to be Law, which was not fo before, 

and fome People would naturally conclude, that the Law 

in that Refped was not clear and evident, otherwife this 

Houfo would have had no Occafion for coming to any fuch 

Refolution. In the prefent Cafe indeed the Law is fo • 

clear and evident, that no Man of common Sen(e can doubt 

of it, and therefore our coming to fuch a Re(blution will 

not probably bring the Law in doubt with any Man in — 

the Kingdom $ but I cannot help thinking that it would be 

a very odd and a very extraordinary Refolution ; I mud 

really think that we may with as much Propriety refolve. 

That thi Uwying of War againfi tht King is an A3 of High- -^ 

Treafin ; aiul how fuch a Refolution would appear upon the 

Journals of this Houfe, I leave your Lurdfhips to judge. 

* As I have faid, my Lords, it mult be acknowledged 
hj all. That the siving of Money, or the making ulc of 
Threats or Promiiesj in order to corrupt or over-awe the 

Eie6lors 
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Aiii»7«qipai.Jg]9Qlir9jttMy Eleaipn, iscontnuyto Ltw; faqtyetlcan 
, ^'^^H' jnot admk tlwit the making Vfe of any Sort of GoRidtadoas 
J8 contrary to Law, I oinnot think bot tfiat any Lord jof Scot- 
Jand vsay a& anotber*$ "Vote at any enfiiing EleQioo of die 
Sixteen Peers for chat Kingdom, and chat in Faroorof his 
Friends ai well as of himfelf ; and if any Lord of dttc 
Country ihoald have the Honour to be Secretary of State, 
, or in any other high Office underthe Crown, I qmtiotcom- 
jprehead how he can be diereby exdoded from bemg a Can- 
cidate at that EleQlon ; a Candidate he certainly may be, 
and as fuch he may afk cyery other Lord of that Coontry 
for his Voce at the enfuin^iBte^Uon ; nay, be may not only 
aik that Favoar for himfelf, but he may afk it for others; 
Hifi.betng in an Office under the Crown does not ftrip him of 
>that Privilege whi^h every other Lo|ti enjoys ; nor does any 
Law now in Being make his SollicitaUon mor^ criminai than 
thofe of the other Lords of his Conncty. 

* The Laws now in Being for preferving the Freedom of 
JSledlions are, my Lords, in my Opinion, fMy fafficient 
for that Purpofe ; and whoever tbioks fo, mnft condode, 
jthat there is not the lead OccafionfortheRefoladoa nowpro- 
^pofed : Butgranting tbey were norfafident, wooM oar coming 
to fudi a Refoluddn render them fo ? It cannot be fo much 
as pretended that a Refolution of this Hoofe woold add to 
their Sufficiency, or that it woaM contribute in the leaft to- 
wards making a Law eflfedtuai for the End propofcd, if it 
was before found to be ineffdSlual. Thus, my Lords, there 
is dther no Occafion for our cominjg to foch a Refolntioo, 
or it would be of no \Jit when made ; and therefore I can- 
not think it oonfiftent with the Dignity of this Hoafe, co 
have any fuch Refolution enterM upon onr Joarnal. If the 
Xaws in this Refpe6^ are infqfficient, let a Biil be brought 
intfor amending and ftrengthning them; bot do not let us 
take up our Time with making Refoiutioas, which all the 
World muft fee to be of no Ufe. 

' This, my Lords, is a very flrong Argnment againfi our 
coming to the Refoludon propofed ; but there is ftiu a mnch 
dronger ; for at would, in my Opinion, be a very high Id- 
dignity offerM to his prefent Majeily*s Government ; it woold 
tend to make the whole World fuppofe, that foooe very 
heinofis Practices had been lately carrying on by his Maje- 
ily^s Minifters for influencing the EleSioi)^ of the fixteeo 
Peers for Stotland ; and to fuppofe that his MajeHy is or can 
be fo nnjuft as to oountenapce fuch Practices, or that he can 
be fo weak as not to difcover them, if any fuch were carry- 
ing on by his MiniHers, is one of the higheil. Indignities 
that can be offered to the Crown. It is indeed a Suppofition 
which no Mat} can make who is in the.leaft acquainted with 
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hiiMajdfy't Jdffice, FmetntSoU and Wfl«BLfidacl0ferdi»AiBkfr.G«».n 
Good of his People ; bot oor cMBfDgMW co fdcJi ft Jt€(bi»- 1733-4. ' 
tion, woald be doiog st ieaft all sii our PoMriv iw6 fodi « f 
Sufpidon in the Nation s^ioi anoiig die Volgw Md IgiM«^ 
oricdiertmotePart»of Mi hUjjtAfB Do mhk w i, k HBghi 
Ittve a final ESbft.' 

' Befides thii, iny Loidf» ft nMmld b^ a tfioft faoMai Al^ 
froDC oCwd codte whole Peertge of Stwikmdi it woiU hrit 
Soppofiag that the Ifejority of thesy ai^ dkeAed ui dMir 
Way of Totiog at the Efcdioii of thdr ixneiy RepreAbtk- 
tiyes, by cortopt and iheKenaiy Vfcw^: Tbii wodd be s 
CoDckfion that every Man without Doom wooU nai««y]r 
draw, whed he heaid that yoar LoMHbi|pt luri oMbe locks 
Relblatibn; no Man woidd imagine t\m facb a TUng 
could have happened withoiK atty Proof, without asf Foa»* 
ditioD. The Pciers of Iht^Brkmin, my Lordly are by the 
Ankles of Union dedar'd to be Peer* of Gnmi-BriNfi» ; tbej- 
are to have Rank and Precedence befoit all Peer» of Ghwr* 
Bntmn 0/ the like Order and De^, cMated fiace thd 
Uaioo ; they are to enjOf aB Priviegee aa IbHy m thr 
Peers of tn^atut, except fitting in thio Hotde, and om 
Trials 6f Peers ; and why ^^ iflookl be dmi dMingHflied 
by a particular Refolotton of thia Honfo I cannot cmnpi^ 
bend. They have, *ti$ true, no Share in tie LegiftMre^ 
eicepc in iiiax ot roting fbr their own Reprefeoiatiiw in tfab 
Hoofe; boc is there an/ Coloitr of Reafim kr fnfpeainf 
tbem of corrapt and mercenary View» in their Way of vot<« 
iog for (heir own Reprefentatives, mofe than there is fbr fu- 
fpefting every Lord here of Inch V lewa in his Way of vot^ 
Ing, as to every Qoeflion that arifes in the Hoofe.* 

' As for any S^cions that may be encertaiii'd aboat tlio 
Eledioo of thcf fbfcteen Peers for Seotlmnd, in the hmer Bnd of 
tbe Qoeoi^s Reign, they may be eafily clenred op : The 
£le^on at that Time c^d not proceed from mercenavy or 
corrupt Views, bnt from Views of a more nulignam Ten- 
dency, if any fncfa can be. It is welt known that many 
o/che then Peers of Scotland were either ftcret or avowed 
Juc^bitts : Upon diat fttal Change of the Miniftry here, they 
an coaceivod great Hopes ; thereupon many declared them- 
Telves openly who had never doae fo beforci and finae of the 
NoQjarora came m and qualified themi^lv^s, in order to 
^e a Torn at that Time, which diey Cook to bo in &vovr 
of tbaf Principle they had always carefied ; and all thefo 
joining Mth the Scots Peers, who were then aftnally em- 
ployed m the Admlnlilration, carried the BleAioo againft 
t^fe Who flood firm to the Principles of the Revolotion, 
•nd to the Proliant Sncceffion, ai eftabliflied in hit preftnt 
Uajefiy^a Fatnl^y : ikt, thank God, thev -Reif o wm hot 
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AnBo>^.U«(Iiort; and hb late Majdly^s Acceffion pat an End to all 
their Views of doing any tiling in a Parliamentaiy Way ; 
by this the new Eledion was eaiily carried in favour of the 
Friends to the prefimt Eftabiifhment ; and foon after moft 
of the profeffed Jacobites in Scotland joined in an open 
Kebellion» by which they forfeited their Titles as well as 
their Eftates to the Crown ; whereby the Neck of that 
Party was entirely broke, fo that they have never been able 
to.niake any Effort at an EledUon fmce that Time. 

* Now, my Lords, as to thoie Prophecies which have 
been made to ns about the enfuing Eledion of Peers for 
Scotland, I am afraid they are as ill founded as any other of 
our modem Prc^hecies i and I (hall be glad to find them 
1^ falfe ; for 1 have fo great a Refpeft for the Sixteen we 
have now the Happinefs to have among us, that I could 
wiih they were all in /or life ; but as their being here de- 
pends upon a free Eledion, their being all returned again 
is what neither they nor we can exped: ; and indeed if it 
ihould happen, it would give me a fbrong Reafon to folped 
that the Eledion had not been free : It is natural to fup- 
pofe that evexy Eledion will bring fome new Lords among 
OS I and fbr them fome of the former muft be left out : 
Becaufe a noUe Lord is firmly attached to the prefenc 
Eftabliihment, becaufe his Family has always been zealous 
for Revolution Principles, is that a Reafon, my Lords, for 
iiSy or for him to expied that he fhould always be returned 
one of the Sixteen to reprefent the Peers of Scotland in this 
Houfe: No, my Lords, there are many noble Peers in 
Scotland ; and all are, 1 hope, firmly attached to the Royal 
Family now upon the Throne, tho* fome may not perhaps 
have had an Opportunity of (hewing it fo fully to the 
World as others may : In fuch a Cafe it is reafonable to 
cxped that every one will endeavour to have his Turn ; 
and where there is a free Eledion, it is reafonable to ex» 
ped that thofe Lords who have not a Mind to fet up for 
themfelves, will fomecimes oblige one, and fomedmes another. 
' But even as to the miniilerial Parties that have been 
talked of, it is as reafonable to fuppofe that the Peers of 
Scotland w'\\\ naturally divide into two Parties for and againfl 
the Miniliry, as to (uppoije that they can naturally (Svide 
themfelves into two Parties for and againd the Eftablifh- 
xnent : For while the Adminiftration, while the Miniflera 
for the l*ime being, purfue no Meafures but what are for 
the Honour of their King, and the Good of their Country^ 
it is as reafonable to fuppofe that all thofe who think fb 
V^ill naturally join in the fupporting of their Meafures, as it 
is to fuppofe that they would naturally join in the Support 
of the prcfent EUabiiUunentir were it poiHble to bring it into 

Difputc i 




{ 23$ ) 
DUjpn^i and were I a Peer of $c§iltm^ and eenniicecl orA111107.Geo.Ik 
tie Wifdom and Uprightneft of all the Meafares purfaed '7J3^' i; 
by the Minifien for the Time being, I ihould be as loth ^ 
to give my Vote for retomii^ a Lord to this Hoafe, who^ 
I knew, or even fufpefted woald oppofe the Miniftry in 
all their Meafares, as I would be to give my Vote for re- 
tamii^ to this Hoafe a Lord whom I knew to be really dif* 
affeded to his Majefty and his Family : And as there ne- 
ver was yet in any Coantry a Set of Miniften, whofe Mev 
fares were approved by all Men* therefore I (hall always 
ezpe^ that upon every Eledion in ScotlanJ^ the Peers 
will naturally, and without any (elfiih or corrupt Views^ 
divide themfelves into two Parties, one whereof will be 
compofcd of thofe who do not approve of the Meafuret 
porfoed by the Adminiftration, and the other of thofe who 
do approve them ; the natural Confequence of which will 
be, thq propofiog or coocerting of two Lifts ; and in fuch 
Cafe it is vtry natural to con^de, that one of the Lifts 
will always be returned without an Exception: For this Rea- 
fon, my Lords, as well as on Account of the natural Uncer* 
tainty and Changeabkneis of a (rtt Eledion, I (h^ll be no 
Way furprifed, if feme of the noble Lords now in this Houfe 
he not rechofen at the next Eledion : The Capacity and the 
Qttalificadons of the noble Lords, we have now the Happi- 
ng to have from that Country, are well known, and no 
Man has a better Opinion of them than I have ; yet I make 
no Doobt, bat that there are other Lords in ScoilanJoi equal 
Capacity* and equally qualify'd for reprefenting the Peerage 
of that Kingdom in this Houfe, and if they Ihould fend up 
ibme new Reprefentatives in the Room of fome of thoie whp 
are now here, I ftiall be very hv from imputing it to any un- 
due Influence ; on the contrary, I ftiall from thence conclude, 
chat the Eledion has been abfolutely free and uncontrouled. 

* As to the contriving and making Laws agaioft Cbrrup- 
tion, the other Houfe of Parliament, my Lords, has very 
pod Reaibn for fo doing : It has been often proved, at the 
lar of that Hoafe, that Bribery and Corruption h^s been 
praaifed in the moft flagrant Manner at the Eledion of fome 
of thofe who have been returned Members of that Houfe ; and 
therefore they have often had a moft fubftantial Reaibn foi^ 
taking the Alarm, and for providing againft that mortal Fee 
to the Conftitution of their Country, who, they perceived, 
had already attacked it in the moft lender Part : But for God's 
Sake, my Lords, what Reafon have we for this Alarm } Has 
it CYer been proved at the Bar of this Houfe, has it ever yec 
been (o much as pretended by any Lords in this Honfe, that 
the Sixteen Peers for ScotUnd^ or any of them, were ele^td 
by the Means (tf Bribery and Cormplion» or by the Means 

1733.4 O g of 




Aiiiio7».GM«Q. of any other Sgrt ot imdiie Inflaence ? Is not Ais a^uuitcrbl 

473 3^ Difierence between this Hoofe and the other ? Is it not ^rom 

^"^** *^ thence clear, that we have no Manner of Rcafon for oontriv- 

iDg any Law againfl Corroption ? And much lefs have we a 

Reafon for coming to any fuch Refolution as is now propded. 

Reply ia Favour To this it Was replied by thofe who fpoke in Favour of 

^^,^^^?fthe Motion, in Subftance as follows. 

on by ^ Lor^s, 

£. of Sttir. * I find, it is admitted of all Sides, that the giving 

Ld Willouiiiby or promifing of Money or other Reward, or die mak- 
lAB^uft "^S ^^^ ^ *"^ ^'* ^^ Threatenings or Promifcs, in Order to 
LdCtrteret! influence, the BledUon of the Peers for Seoilagd, is dtredljr 
E. of Cheftexfieid contrary to Law, ind therefore it is needlefi to fay any 'Mag 
B. of Wlnchel. further as to that Point ; bat as to Sollidtations or «ikfag of 
^' Votes, I muil beg Leave to explain it a litde. I Ihall agree 

with thofe Lords who have fpoke upon the other Side of Ae 
Queition, that every Lord of that Coontiy aunr be « Cndi- 
date, and as f\ich may afqply to |he other Lords hr the Fa- 
vour of their Votes at theoifuing EleOion, and as the htm 
now ftands (tho' I wi(h it were otherwilb) every Loii may 
aft the iaine Favour for thofe of his Aiends who may like- 
wife be Candidates ; but with Regard to Miniftm or Stat^ 
and thole in high Offices under the Crown, cfaoe is a great 
Difierence as to the Manner of Application which they make 
uiTe of, in Order to obtain the Favour for whidi they foBidu 
if thev aik merely as Peers, either for themfelves or their 
Frienas, without the Minifterial Weight of Threats or fto. 
mifes, they do not, I think, ofiend ^ainft the Laws now in 
being } but if any Thing of the Mmifter appean in their 
Manner of afking, it may be of the mod &tal Oonfeqacace 
to the Freedom of the £Ie^on. 

* In Order to explain what I mean, I (hall take an Exam- 
ple from the Eledlions of the other Houfe : Tho* a Gende-' 
man be a Commiffioner of the Treafury, or of the Admiral- 
ty, he may without Doubt fet up as a Candidate to reprefont 
any County, City or Borough in Grtat- Britain ; he may aik 
. ihe Eledors for the Favour of th& Votes, and wherever he 
%as a natural Intereft, he may make ufe of that Intereft in 
Favour of his Friends ; but if he ihould make Intereft either 
or himfelf or his Friends, not as a private Gentleman, bat 
l4 a Lord of the Treafury, or of the Admiralty, and as fuch 
(ihould, by his Agents, fend his Commands to thofe who de- 
pend, or may expe^ to dbpend upon the Board to which he 
belongs, with DiredUons how to vote, or for whom to make 
Intereil, in any County, City or Borough in Gnat Britain^ 
fuch a Method of Application would be highly criminal ; ic 
ought, I think, to be deemed High-Treafon. In like Man- 
ner, mj Lords, if upon an approaching Eleftion in Scotland^ 




I HS ) 
«if LotdoT fhil KSftcdoq, fnhQ kappeail Id U in a Mgli Aiuio79<leoJk& 
Ofiee w4n the Crown» flioaki by iiiinlelf or Jus Ag^cs fo i73)*4. 
audiatiiifisaM, that the King, the GovenuDeot, the Mi- ^ 
aiinr, ot the like» expeded that any Lofd of that Kingdom 
woud voce hr fnch a Man» w fiich a lift, foch a Soliici: 
mikm^ I hf, my Lofdi^ might be 6tal to the Freedom of 
that EleOon, and woald coafeqacailx be highly criminal : 
And thb DiftmAien oaght to be parti^nlarljr attended' co^ 
whes we talk of Sdlicilatioas in any Eledioa whatfoever. 

' Aa our Lawt now fiaad, my Lordst we ought to be par* 
ticafaufy watchfal in this Rei^teft j and confidering the vaA 
Fawcr lodged in the Crown, coafideriog the aoany Favoori 
the If huiera of the Ciowa have to beftow, I am afraid oor 
olMoft Wiatehfafaie& woald fignify nothing if 4ny foch At* 
Icnpta Ihoold etcr be made i^ thofe in Power. It is impoA 
fifafeto[preveotthel|taiflersof theCrown, or their Agents, 
iiarimaiHring but way or,^nother,.almQft in tvery Eledion 
imjGrmt Bntrnhf : Let thfpn oiake their Application in the 
■aft Jnniieifaptter* let them make afe of the moft modeft 
FipiiftMiii that can be thought of, thofe they apply to will 
depend, npm their Favour, if they comply with their Re* 
qwet, and if they refafe co comply, they may, they will 
caqpeft their Malice : The Reqneftof a Man in Power, tho' 
made in the moft hnmbk Manner, moft always necefiartly 
imfily a Threat if denied, a Promise if complied with ; 
This Binft oonfeqoently have a great Inflnenee open all £led»- 
ons^ and if Obedience, to foch Reqncfts iheald once be 
faoiid to be the only Road to Preferment either in Chnrch 
or Scate, dwy wiUiboa become &tal to theboafted Liberties 
of this Nation. 

' It was for this Reafon, my Lords, that I lately in this 
Coauftittee gave my Vote for having all future Eledions of 
the Sbileen Peers fer Sc^tknd made by Balloting. It was for 
this ReafoB^ my Lords, that I moft heartily concurred in i^ 
gnemg So that Bill,which in the hte Kidk's Rejga was paiTed 
by this Hooficfor makh^ib many Hereditary Peers for Scpt* 
isn^, and foe limitiag the Power ef the Oown with Refpcd 
to the creating of any new Peers of Gnrnt-Britain* That 
aeoef&ry Bill waa thrown out in the other Hode*i it was 
tfaowfi oat (I do not know how) by the Affiibuiee even of 
ftmeof thofe who have always pretended to be Patrons of Li- 
berty. My Opinion was then, my Opinion is {o ftill. That 
it was the faeft contrived Bill br the Prefervation of the Li- 
berties of this Country, that was ever brought into either 
Henfeof Ptffiameat ; and I muft fay, that if I had had the 
Msfbrtmie to have been one of thofe who oppofied that Bill, 
I ihottld 6om that Moment have thrown up all Pmtenoes to 
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Mnpoj. Ceo. It my beiog a Lover of Liberty ; I fhoM htve expeAed chtt 

-Iff33^4^ erery Man wooki have cold me, that 1 made h£b of that po- 

^J V"^^ palar Pretence only as a Step to Power, but that be &«r plain- 

' ^ ^ jy I bad no Regard for it» when it came in Competition' with 

any of. my own littk private Views. 

* Suppofe, my Lords, that the Laws now iaheing are M- 
ly falficient for preferving our Conllitation againU the tKine- 
^l Effc&s of Corruption ; fuppofe that they want ao Addi- 
tion or Amendment ; yet is it not an nfoal Thing, may ic 
not fometimes be a necefiary Thing to revive fuch La«9f ? 
Does not his Majefly often dio it by Proclamation ? Aad the 
only Way that either Hoofe of Parliament can revive amy 
Law, is by a Reiblution. Suppofeagain tiiat the Laws ia be- 
ing are not fufficienc to preferve us againft aii Manner of ihh 
due Influence in Ele&ions i we all know that a new Law hr 
amending and ftrengthening the old is not fo eafi^y oostrivw!, 
nor fo eafily pafled ; it requii^s fome Time to codUer the 
Laws in being, to difoover their Defers, to find eat the Me- 
thods of evading them, and to contrive proper Precaatiom 
againft fuch Evafions ; all this requires Time, aad when this 
is done, we are not fare that the other Honfe will join with 
OS in Opinion, we are not fure that the King will ooaieot to 
what both Houfes have agreed to. In the mean Time, is it 
not very proper, may it not be abfolutdy nccefiary to endea- 
vour to put (bme Check to the growing Evil ? There liave« 
'tis true, been many Laws huely paf&d for regulating the 
Eleftions in the other Houie, and for preventing Cormptioa 
as to them ; but has there ever any one been pafled im the 
Parliament of Gnmi-Briiuin^ for regukting the EleSioas of 
the Sixteen Peers for Scotland f Does not that Eledion now 
depend only upon the Common Law, and upon that ABt of 
the lad Sc9ts Parliament, by which the Manner of ekdiag 
thofe Peers was regulated ? Suppofe that Ad to be fuffidena 
for guarding againft Corruption, yet it is now fo long ago^ 
chat it may be, and, in my Opinion, it is very proper to le- 
. ^^H|^kL ▼iv^ 1^ • ^°^ ^y Lords, it is plain that the Eledion of thofe 
^1^^^^^^^ Sixteen Peers is not fully regulated, nor the Evib of Corrop- 
^^^^^^^^^ tion fufficiently guarded againft, either by the Common Law 
* jl^^^^H^ or by that Ad of the Scots Parliament : The very Qxaa^ 
^^H^ mittee we are now in ihews the contrary : Your Lordihipa 
^^F would never have agreed to the going into this Committee^ 
* if you had thought that no Regulation or Amendment was 
neccflary : We are all fenfible of the Deficiency, but we have 
' not yet, it feems, fallen upon a proper Method to make op 
that Deficiency ; and till that can be done, let us do what is 
' pow in our Power ; let us agree to the Refoiotion propofed. 
It will at leaft juftify this Houfe to the World : if ever therv 
WS9 any undue Infiuence made ufe of at that Eledion, if 

thene 



(^37) ^ 

there fhall be any fodr at the next EleffioD, ft will (hew that Aniio7. CtLlt ' 
the Majority of this Hoofe were innocent ; it wiJl (hew that i733-4« 
we endeavoaied to provide a^inU it as foon as we conld. , ^ 

' What is now propofed is fo &r from being an Indignity 
ofitred to his Majddy, that the vtry pretending that it u {o, 
or tha't his Majefty woidd take ic as fach, is one of the great- 
eft Indignities that can be offered to htm. Can it be thought 
that this Honfe is fo ihort fighted as nerer to proride againft 
an Evil till it has hXkn np6n as ? The very pretending to 
think fo of this Htnk, or of either Honfe of Parliament, is^ 
in my C>ptaion, a very hirii Indienity to both : Can it be 
thought mat his Majeflby dUd look npon any Provifion made 
by either Honfe of ParHHbt for the Safety of oar CdnfH- 
tntion, as an Indigpnty <m^d to him ? No, my Lords, eve- 
ry fdie King, fach as his Majefiy is, mnft be heartily en« 
ffgcd fai the Preiervation of our Confiitation, becaafe diat if 
any Wr6ng bedone, he is jaitiied by the very Nature of our 
CbniitQtion, his Mintfters and evil Connfellors only are to 
bear the Bbme. This indeed may make Minifters, and cer- 
tamly will n»ke wicked Miniften endeavour to overturn our 
ConftiCDtion ; bat a juft and a wife King will always join with 
has Parliament in preventing the bad Eftefb of evil Counfel^ 
hn, as well as in bringing them to condign Puniihment. 

* Was it, my Lords, ever pretended that the kte King 
looked upon the Peen^BiH I have now mentioned as an In- 
dignity oftered to him ? Might it not have then been faid^ 
that the paiEng of fuch a Bill would have made the World 
foppofe, that his late Bifajefty had made fome unjuft Ufe 
of the Prerogative of the Crown in the Creation of Peers ? 
Might not this, I fay, have been pretended with as much 
JuSce as to pretend now, that our coming to the Refoiu- 
tion propofed will make the Work! believe, that his prefene 
Majefty has countenanced, or at leaft fofered fome wicked 
P^adices to be made ofe of in the Eledlion of the Sixteen 
Peera for Se^landf Every one of your Lord(hips muft fee 
that there was then as much Ground for the one Pretence, 
as there is now for the other : Yet (o far was his late Ma- 
fdtf (mm harbouring any Thought that an Indignity was 
thmby offered to him, that he approved of the Bill before 
it was brought into this Houiff. He not only approved of that 
BBl, my Lcvds, but he made ufe of an Expreffion which ought 
never to be forgot ; an Expreffion which ou£hr to be, which 
ahvays wilt be rettembered by every true Sritan : He told 
his Minifiers, * Gentlemen, coniider what may be wanting 

* for the Secnrity of yoorConiUtution ; for whatever may 

* be thooeht necefihry for that Porpofe I am ready to con* 

* feat to/ And as his prefent Majefty inherits the Crown 

of 
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f^nmsj.a^u. of his F^Aa;, fo I ienow he injaerks tU tliofe good QgalL. 
^731-4* t>ct which ihone forth with fo much Loilre in mm» Tkere- 
' fore, my Lords, we are not in the lead to fnfped that his 
prefent Majefty wiU look opon this Refoltition, or anjr Re- 
lolation we cab come to, for preventing Sixteen Miniftenal 
t'eers being always forced In upon u$ nom StotUaui, as an 
Indignity ofiered to him. 

* As the Proportion now before os cannot be thought to 
))e an Indignity offered to his Majefty*s GovemmeBt, fo 
neither can it be thought any Sort of A&t>nt to the Peenge 
of ScQiland : On the contrary, every Man of HonooTp as 
§11 the Peers of that Nation are^ vuift take it as a Piece of 
the utmoil Regard that can b^[|med to them : It b not 
eafijy to b^ prefpincdy that aajT of the prefent Peers of 
^i9thtnd can bp biased by Bribery, by Threaii, or by Pro- 
inifes ; but neither we, nor they, can tell whet Sort of Men 
th^ir Poftcrity may be ; nor oan any Man certainly amdiidc^ 
that every one of fuch a g^eat Number of Men, will have 
Virtue enough to withftand the great Temptatioos, which 
an eocerprifing MiniAer, foitf'Mafter of the Ear of his Ma* 
fler, may be able to throw in tboir Way i and therefore 
all that is, or can be designed by the prefent Motioii, is, to 
prevent them, or their Pofterity, from bdng led into Temp> 
tatmn i and to put it oat of the Power of any Minifter to 
make any of the prefent or future Peers of Sc9ilamd fu&r 
for their adhering ftridly to the Rules of Honour and Vir- 
tot : The Preteodr for this Affront is built upon the fkme 
fandy Foondation with the former ; it is built npon the 
Suppotition, that this Honfe can never think of providiiig 
agaiffft an Evil, *till it has adually happened : But to mc^ 
my Lords, it is flill fomething more extraordinary to aic 
in this* Cafe : Why ihoaki the Peers of Scotland be thus 
particularly diftinguifhed from the other Peers of Gnmt BH- 
iain f Is it poflible to make a Queiliori of this ? Does not 
ibvery Man at fird Sight fee, that the Peers of Scotland are, 
by the v^y Nature of our Conftitution, diAingaiih*d front 
the other Peers of Great Britain f Is there any other Peer 
of Great Britain who has any Thing to do with Eledipsu ? 
J mud then leave it to your Lordfhips to confider, how odd 
it would have looked, to have propoied fuck a RefolotioQ 
in general Terms : It moK then have rmi thus, * That tbe 

< giving or promifiiig aay Sum of Money, or other Reward 
• to any Peer of Gnat-Britain, for giving his Vote at aiijr 

< EleaioD, was a high Infolt/— -«And if it had been 
propofed in fuch Terms, would not every Man, who knows 
any Thing of our Conftitution, hsfve \aA Reafon to ^ve 
laughed at fuch a Propofition ? 

\ Without 




( m ) 

* WiAoDt I>o0n, anr Lordt, thcfe are 8«%ici0nl lhitAaMy.Q«0,ii'. 
fame of the tonaer BMHoiis of Setts Ften hate pro- i7)5^4»* ' 
ceeded fiom nndoe Isfloeiice : We of this Honfe are, apd * 
htfe been perfonafljr acquainted with noft of die Peers of 
Settimtdf we know tlieir Honour and their Integrity, and 
theiefoie we condnoey that niere it no Ofound for Inch 
So/pideiis i hot thofe who have doc had the Honour of a ' 
perfimal Acquaintance with them, muft judge from ETcats i 
aad notwiUiflan ding what a noble Lord was pleafed to ky 
about die Eleftion of the Sixteen Peers for Scothnd^ in 
the hitter End of the Reign of Qoeen Afmet it mnft appear 
a Ittde odd ID tbofe who are not particulaHy acquainted 
inch the EBftory of that Time : A great Majority of the ' 
Scots Pters had but a few Years before agreed to die 
Uam, by whidi the Proteftant Sncceffion was eftabHihed in 
that Kia^dom ; and to fee that a great Majority of. the' 
fame Men (for there could not be any great Change by 
Deidi hi that Time) Aonld fo foon after join together m* 
aodenohdag diat ProteSant Sncceffion. nraft, I fay, my' 
Lonb, appear a little extraordinary to the Generality oiF' 
Ifta^Und : They w3I \ «ot believe, that two foch contrary 
Events eoidd proceed from the fome Canfo, and therefoie 
they wiD be apt to condade, that there was fome foul Phiy 
ia one, or perhaps in bodi. 

< To pretend, my Lords, that a whole Body of Men 
win naturally iniereft themfelves fo paffionately and fo asea- 
hwfly in the Difoute about the Wiidom ahd Uprightneft of 
the Meafnres of any Minifter or Minifbrs, as to facrifice 
diereto all Ties of Bl6od, all Ties of Gradtade, Friend- 
ship, and Acquaintance, is really fome Thing very''«ew« 
It is well known, that foch a fervent Zeal never takea 
Phce, but in the Time of, or m die Prelude to a Civil 
War ) and God forbid it (hould ever be in the Power of 
any hiintiler to involve this Nadon in fuch a Calamity, for 
tbe Sake of juitifying his Meafnres : Even in the Time of 
Gvil Wars, it has often happened, that private and perfo- 
aal Priendfhips have fubililed to the vtrf kft, between pab- 
Kck Enemies : How then can it be fuppofed, that any Lord 
of Scotland fhould, at the next, or at any future Elec- 
don, naturally agree to leave out of his Lift of Sixteen 
Peers, fome Lords who are his near Reladons, his old 
Friends, aad his great Benefa6brs, and fill up in their 
SooB others, who are no Way related to him, with whom 
he never had any indmate Acquaintance, from whom he never 
received any Favour > That this, my Lords, (hquld be a 
uataral Bffed, or that it fhould proceed from a furious Zeal 
for or apinfi the Meafnres of the Adminiltration, is im- 
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Awio7-Ceo.n.Poffil>Ie to ooiiodve ; and therefore, if any of die nobk 
X733-4* Lords we have now among us, whofe Zeal for the Proco- 

t^SrVi^ ftant Sooceffion cannot be doubted of or exceeded ; who I 
know to be related to many of the noble Families in Sut* 
Utid ; who I know to be intimately acquainted with many 
of the prefent Peers of that Kingdom ; who I know to have 
done great Favoun to many of them, and whofe Capacity 
and Services are known to the whole Workl; If foch, I 
iay, Ihould at the enfuing Eledlion be left out, and others 
chofen in their Stead, who are related to few of the Peers 
of ScotlfMif, who are acquainted with few of them, who 
have never been Benefactors to any of them, and whofe 
Capacity ihall be found not to be near equal to the Capadtj 
of thofe feft out ; I ihall be verv i^^t to conclude I am 
afraid the Generality of Mankind wUl conclude, tl^t this 
was not the EIFcd of an honourable and fiee £ledion. 

< I Ihalladmity my Lords, that Bribeiy and ComiptioQ in 
the Eledion of the Members of the other Hoofe, has been 
often proved at their Bar ; I wifh it had been as often prov- 
ed as it has been pradifed ; I (hall admit that this was a 
Reafon, tho' not the only Reaibn, C their taking the A- 
larm : But, my Lords, we find thai «.<iey have lately uken 
the Alarm, and have done what they couki to prevent a 
Praflice which has never yet been proved at the Bar of that 
Hottfe. So far as I can remember, it was never yet proved 
at the Bar of that Honfe, or fo much as alledf^ in the Honfe, 
that any particular Member, after he was chofen and retom- 
edy had been influenced in his Way of voting in that Hoofe 
by Bribes, Penfions, Threatenings, or Promiies ; and yet a* 
ninft this Pra&ioe they have, I £ink, mod juflly taken the 
Alarm, and have feveial Times fent up a Bill to this Houfe 
for preventing that Pra£lice : Therefore, if we follow the fix- 
ample of the other Houfe, we are not always to wait till a 
pernicious Prsdlice has been proved at our Bar, In private 
Life a Man may be kmg jufUy fufpeded before he can be o- 
penly accufed of a Crime ; and as high Crimes are carried 
on In chemoft fecret Manner, they are lefs liable to bedif- 
covered, and may therefore be carried on for many Years» 
, before fuch a Proof can be had, as may enable either the 
Publick, or any private Man, to commence a Profecodoo. 
Shall a private Man negled to fecure the Doors and Win- 
dows of his Houfe, becanfe no Thieves had ever attempted 
to enter ? If he does fo, my Lords, the Thieves will pro- 
bably enter ; and after they are entered, he nuy perhaps find 
ic a very difficult Matter to get them out again, till they 
have rt)bb*d the Houfe of every Thiog that is valuable. In 
like Manner, are we to negledt to fecure this Houfe againft 
Corruption, becaufe we cannot as yet pofitively fay xhkt it 
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has ever endeaiWared to enter? My Lords, irwedon'tlaAxuio^Geo.lX, 
Time fecure all the Avenaes to this Hoofe again/l fuch a ^3W« 
ctinning Betrayer, it will be impoffible for us to keep him ^ '^ 
oat. And if he once enter, it will be abfolutely impoEible 
for Ds to tarn him out, tiK he has robbed us of that predi- 
cos Jewel, the Liberty of our Country, which has always 
been, and always muft be left in the Keeping of the two 
Houfes of Parliament ; for I am very well aSured, that it 
will for ever be impoffible to prove at the Bar of this Houfe 
the Prance of Corruption, to the Convidlion of thofe who 
have got their Seats here by the Means of Corruption. 

* Upon hearing this new Sort of Dodrine broached in this 
Houie« I cannot, my Lords, but refleA with deep Concern, 
upon an Obfervation made upon our Country, by a Frenclr 
Gentleman, who was taken with the Marfhal Tallard at 
the Battle of Hochftei^ and was afterwards feveral Yqus a 
PnToner in England, When he returned to France^ he was 
giving an Account of his Obfervations upon Engiand, and, 
among the reft, he told his Company, that the Englijb had 
a Tiling among them which they called a Nufance ; that is. 
Gentlemen, fays hr^t^y Thing that is ofFenfive to the 
Neighbours, or that* Inay probably do a Mifchief to the 
Paflengers : For removing of Things of this Nature, the 
Engiifif have very godd Laws, but fo indolent, fo negligent 
are thofe Peoj^e, that they feldom or ever think of remov- 
ing a Nuiance till it has done fome notable Mifchief. An 
JEnmple of this Kind happened in the Neighbourhood 
where I was quartered ; there was in a By-road a Timber 
Bridge upon a very deep River in that Neighbourhood, and 
foon after I arrived there, a large Hole Happened to be 
broke through in the Middle of that Bridge, 1 palTcd that 
Way, I obferved the Hole, I took Notice of it to all the 
Gentlemen in the Country ; I repafled feveral Times that 
Way, ftill the Hole was there, and daily grew bigger ; it 
continued fo for many Months : The Laws were fufficient for 
removing this Nufance, for enforcing the Reparation of this 
Bridge, but no Man woald>be at the Pains to put them in 
Execution ; at laft an unfortunate Gentleman, of fome Di- 
ftindion, paffing that Way in a dark Night, his Horfe 
ftombled into this Hole, fell through, was drown'd, and 
the Gentleman himfelf much hurt. Then the Judices of 
the Peace met, and immediate Orders were given for repair- 
ing the Bridge : I do not know but the Gentleman found 
Means to recover the Value of his Horfe, but no Man could 
make Reparation to him for the Pain he endured. This, 
my Lords, was the Frtnch Gentleman's Obfervation upon 
our Country ; and really what I have this Day heard from 
fome noble Lords, who oppofe this Motion, inakcs me be- 
17J3-4. H h gin 
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Aiuio7.Geo.II.gin to think it wu jaft. But let ns confider, my Lords, 
*733-4» that if wc make no Provifion in the Cafe now before as, 
if we leave this Hole unmended, till that which is the Sof^ 
port of our Conftitution, a free Eleftion, has fallen through, 
it will be impoflible to prevent our Conftitution^s £iilling 
through at the fame Time, and both muft certainly perim 
in the Gulph of Corruption. 

* For this Reafon, my Lords, I hope, I mail beg, diat 
a Negative may not be put upon the Refolution now propoT- 
ed ; if a Negative fliould be put upon it, if it (hoald be even 
bat delayed, I fhall mod heartily wi(h the Motion had never 
been made ; for it will be a Foundation for fo much Triamph 
to the Dealers in Corruption, if any there be ; it will caft 
fuch a Damp upon all future Attempts againft Corraptioo, 
that I am afraid the Pradice will foon come to be barefiiced 
in every Part of our Conftitution. 

Then the Queftion being put, ' That the QueiUon be now 
put upon the above Motion, it was refolved in the Negative. 
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Diffentient'* 

I. Becaufe we apprehend that this Refolution, being only 
declaratory of undeniable Truths, ought not to have been a- 
voided by a previous Queftion, fmce, we fear, the leaving it nn- 
determined may tend to encourage Pra£tices dangerous to our 
Conditution in general, and to the Honour and Dignity of 
this Houfe in particular. 

IL Becaufe we think this Houfe cannot (hew tooftrong an 
Abhorrence of Praflices, which, whether they have been com- 
mitted or not in former Eledions, are yet of fuch a Nature 
as may poffibly hereafter be attempted by a Minifter, who 
may find it neceflary to try all Methods to fecare a Majority 
in this Houfe, either to promote his future ambitious Views^ 
or fcreen his paii criminal Conduct. 

Suffolk^ Marchmont^ Shaftshuryt Goiver^ CarUret^ Bed- 
ford, Ker, Briftol, Bolton, ChefterfeU, Wilhugbhy de 
Broke, Tadcafier, Cardigan, Foley, Litchfield^ T^weedale, 
Abingdon, Strafford, Bathurft, Coventry, Berk/hire, 7ba* 
net. Stair, A)leiford^ Cohham, Bruce, Oxford and Mor- 
timer. Craven, Northampton, Griffin, Marlbrough, 
Winchelfea and Nottingham^ Boyle^ Montrofi. 



tl, . March 26. The Houfe was moved. That the Seled Com- 

r»^ the Trade mlttce appointed the 7th Inltant to confidcr of the Repre- 
oL^^^r^^for^hcir ^^^^^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ Commlffioners for Trade and Plantations re- 
bcttcrsccurity!' bating to the Laws made, Manufafturcs fee up, and Trade 
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carried oa in any of his Majefty^s Colonies and {Plantations in Anno y.Geo. II. 
America^ which may have affcdlcd the Trade, Navigation, ^7 34* 
and Maaufadures of tKis Kingdom, be impowered to in- ^ ^-^' ^ 
qaire of the proper Methods for the Encouragement and Se- 
curity of all Trade and Manu&ctures in the (aid Plantations, 
which no Way interfere with the Trade of Great Britain^ 
and for the better Security of the Plantations themfelves. 

And a Qoeftion being dated thereupon, it was propoled 
after i^z-^w^ Encouragemtnt to leave out and Security i 
which being objeded to,uui Debate had thereupon, the Quef- 
tion was put, whether the Words and Security (hall (land 
Part of the Queftion ; it was refolved in the Negative, by 
52 againft 28. 

Then it was propofed. That thefe Words at the latter 
End of the Motion, v/«. and for the better Security of the 
PUntationj tbem/ehes^ be left out ; but the fame being ob- 
jeded to, the Queftion was put, whether thefe Words ihall 
ftand Part of the Quefiion ? and it was refolved in the Ne- 
gative. 

DiJfentitnC 

fiecaafe we apprehend, that if the Safety of the Plan-P«!*«*jn * No- 
tations themfelves is not thought a Matter worthy the Con- ^"^* *^*lJ^ 
fideration of the Parliament, it is of little Confequence to^on. 
confider of their Laws, Manufactures, or Trade. 

Bedford^ Batbrnrfi^ Berk/hire, ^iveedaiey Abingdon, Co- 
'uentry^ Strafford^ ladcafter^ Litchfield^ Thanet, Carte* 
ret, Wincbelfea and Nottingham, Bolton, Aylesford^ 
Gofwer, Stair, Northampton, Montro/e, Brifiol, March" 
Mont, Cardigan, Cra^ven. 

Then the Queflion was put, whether the faid Committee 
ihall be impowered to inquire of the proper Methods for the 
Encouragement of all Trade and Manufactures of the Plan- 
tations in America, which no way interferes with the Trade 
of Great Britain, or which may be of Ufe to Great Bri- 
tain ? and it was refolved in the Negative. 

Dijentient' 

I. Becanie we apprehend, that the new Powen propofed 
to be given to the Committee, were not only expedient, but 
abfolutely necefiary, fince (by the Account given by feveral 
Lords who attended the Committee, and contradicted by 
none) it appeared to the Houfe, that from the Informati- 
ons of Merchants of undoubted Credit, Jamaica, Bar- 
badoes, and the Leeward Iflands, were in fo defencelefs 
a Condition, that they (night be taken in Twenty 
1734. H h a four 
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Anno 7. Ceo. II. four Hours; and wc conceive that fuch imminent Danger of 
1734. fuch valuable PoiTelTions required an immediate and minute 

Examination, in order to diicover the Caufes and Nature of 
the Danger, and to apply proper and adequate Remedies. 
II. Becaufe we conceive, that the chief Reafon urged in 
the Debate againfl this Inquiry, is the llrongell Argument 
imaginable for it, viz. That it might difcover the Weak- 
nefs of thefe Iflands in the prefent critical Jundure of Af- 
fairs, and invite our Enemies to invade them : Whereas, we 
tbmk, that this critical Jundure calls upon us to put our Pof- 
fefSons in a State of Defence and Security in all Events ; 
and fince we cannot fuppofe, that their prefent defencelefs 
Condition is unknown to thofe Powers who are the moii 
likely to take the Advantage of it, we apprehend it to be 
both prudent and necefiary, that thofe Powers fhquld at the 
fame Time know, that the Care and Attention of this 
Houfe was employed in providing for their Security. 
We conceive likewife, that fuch an Argument may tend to 
debar a Houfe of Parliament from looking into any of our 
Affairs, either Foreign or Domeflick, if in any Tranfadion 
at any Time there fhall appear to have been a weak, 
treacherous, or negligent Management, the Diredlors will 
never fail to lay hold of that Argument, to flop any parlia- 
mentary Inquiry ; and the Fear of difcovering a National 
Weaknefj may be urged only to prevent the Detedlion of 
miniflerial Negligence or Guilt. 

HI. Becaufe we have found by Experience, that we can 
never be too attentive to the Prefervation of the PofTefEons 
and Dependencies of this Kingdom, fince Treaties alone 
will not bind thofe Powers, who, from the Proximity of 
their Situation, from favourable Opportunities, or other 
Inducements, may be tempted to attack or invade them. 
But the Interpofition of a Britijh Parliament will be more 
refpedled, and more effedual, than the occafional Expedi- 
ents of fludluatlng and variable Negociations, which, in for- 
mer Times, have been often more adapted to the prefent Ne- 
pfCties of the Minider, than to the real Honour, and laHing 
ecurity of the Nation. 

1 \' . Becaufe we apprehend, the debarring this Houfe from 
3X\y Inquiry into the Conduft of Minillers for the Time pafl, 
or / ri^m giving their Advice in Matters of great Concern to 
tht I'ublick, for the Time to come, tends to deflroy the very 
Bci'v of this Houfe, and, of Confequence, the whole Frame 
«f t r Conftitution ; And how melancholy a View mufl it 
b** r all his Majefly's Subjefts, to fee the private Property 
of ib many Particulars, and fo advantageous a Trade to the 
Whole, refuftd to be brought under the Ipifpcftion of this 
Houfe, and yet, as far as appears to us, totally regledled by 
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the Adminiftration ? And we are the more furprifed to find Anno 7. Geo.Ii; 
this Backwardnefsy with Regard to the Intered of our Colo- , ^34- ^ 
nies, fince wc are perfoaded, that the Balance of Trade at ^-*"*V**^ 
prefent is againft us in moft Parts of the World, and only 
compenfated in fome Degree by what we gain by our Wtft^ 
India Trade : Neither can we allow, that they ought to be 
left to look after therofelves, fince they have a Right to 
claim even more than the Prote^ion of their Mother-Coun- 
try, by the great Wealth they annually tranfmit to it, and 
the great Duties they pay to the Increafe of the Publick 
Funds, and the Civil Lift ; and we are fully convinced, that 
if this beneficial Trade fhoKld once be loft, it will be irreco- 
coverably loft, to the infinite Damage of this Kingdom. 
Per tho* the Iflands fhould be reftored to us afterwards, the 
Utenfils and Stock of Negroes being carried away, it would 
take up a long Tra£t of Time, and would be a very great 
Expence to the Publick, to re-inftate them in their prefent 
Condition : We rather think it impracticable to reftore them, 
tho^ we can by no Means fuppofe it difficult, by timely Pre- 
caution, to prevent their Deftrudion. 

Cbifterfield, ^adcafler^ Coventry^ Tbanet^ Carteret^ Win- 
cbeljea and I^ottingbam, Stair, Bedford, Northampton, 
Strafford, Boiton, Montrofe, Abingdon, Btrkjbire, Bo" 
t bur ft, Litchfield, ^^weedale, Gower, Marcbmont, Bri- 
ftol, Cardigan, Foley, Craven, 

March 28. 1 he Houfe went into a Committee upon a Bill 9^1,2^^ ^n a Bill 
from the Commons, ^0 prevent the infamous BraBice of to prevent 
Stocijobhifig ; and the faid Bill being read a fecond Time, Stockjobbing. 
the £arb of IVar^vuick and Cholmondeley ^ and Lord Hervey, 
Ipoke againft .heBill: Their ^rdfhip, urgM. .' That the ^l^'^S^X!^^: 
Grandeur and Strength of a Nation depended upon publick deley. 
Credit, which was a Thing of a very ticklifti Nature, and Ld Hcrvey. 
did not always depend upon Reafon, but upon the Opinions 
of Men J and therefore it was very dangerous to make any 
Innovations with Refped to our publick Funds ; for tho^ one 
Man might have a good Opinion of the Innovation propoT 
ed, yet he could not tell whatO^iinion others might have of 
it. 

' That all human Regulations, all human Affairs, were fuh- 
jed to Imperfedlions and Inconveniences, and therefore Lt- 
giflators had in all Countries been forced to fufFer fmall In* 
conveniences for the fake of greater Conveniences ;-whica 
was renlly the Cafe then before them j for tho' Stock-jobbing" 
was an Inconvenience, yetconfidering how much it contribiM 
ted to the ready Circulation of Money, and to the fupportiiig' 
the Credit of our Funds, it was therefore to be tolerated. 
* That the Credit of our Funds depended very much upon 
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Atno 7. G«o.II. the ready Accefi that People had at all Times to their Mo- 
1714* > ney, and that this ready Accefs was chiefly owing to the 
' Pradice of Stock' jobbing ; by this Pradice it was, that every 
Mao was always fure of finding a Purchafer for his Stock 
whenever he had a Mind to fell, and by this only it was, 
that there was always a certain and fixed Market-Price upon 
every one of our publick Funds ; whereas, fhould this Prac- 
tice be entirely dcilroyed, it miglit foon become as difficult to 
find a Purchafer for Stock, or :o afcertain the Price of it, 
as it is now with refpeft to Land ; and the concluding of a 
Bargain might become as tedious in the one Cafe as it is now 
in the other. ^ 

' That at prefent our People got by Commifiion and Bro- 
kerage from Foreigners at lead 8a,ooo /. per Annum, which 
vrould be intirely loH to the Nation, if that Bill (hould pafs 
into a Law ; becaufe all Tranfadions of that Nature, even - 
in our own publick Funds, would then be carried on upon the 
Exchange of Amfterdam \ and it was well known, that when 
any Branch of Trade is diverted and turned out of its old 
Channel, it is no eafy Matter to bring ic back ag^in ; and 
therefore, tho' the Bill was to continue but for three Years, they 
could not agree to it, becaufe if the Trade of buying and fel- 
ling any of our publick Funds fhould be turned out of this 
Kingdom for three Years only, it might not be in our Power 
to bring it back agiro.- 

* That if the Creditors of the Publick were not allowed as 
free and uncontrouled a Liberty of difpofingof their Proper- 
ties in the publick Funds, as of any other Part of their Pro- 
perty, it would not only prevent People's becoming Purcha- 
fers of any of our preient Funds, but it would prevent Peo- 
ple's lending their Money to the Government upon any fu- 
ture Emer^ncy, which might be attended with die moil fa- 
tal Confequences. 

* That in all other Branches of Trade, there was a ktt Li- 
berty allowed to every Perfon that had a Mind to infure his 
Stock in Trade : That the felling of Stock for time, and the 
jliving of Money for the Put of Stock ( as it was called in 
Exchange- alle^) was nothing elfe but a Way of infuring the 
principal Money which a Man had in the publick Funds ; 
and the preventing a Man from taking that Method of de- 
curing his Property in the Funds, would be a ^tvj great 
Ilardfhip upon all the Cpeditors of the Publick. 

' That it was doing anlnjuilice to the Perfons concerned in 
the publick Funds ; becaufe it was a fubjttding them to Coo- 
ditions and Reflraiiits which they were not fubjeded to, nor 
could poflibly dream of, when they lent their Money to the 
Publick; which was really in EfFe£t taking fo much of their 
Property from them i for it was certain, chat every fort of 

Pro- 
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Property was of the Icfs Value, the more Conditions and Re- Anno 7. Geo.ll. 
ftridioiis it was fufaje^ted to : Nor could any Argament in , '1^*L a 
Favoar of the Bill be drawn from that Law which had been ^ ~u~"J 
tnide agaioft laying Wagers about pobliclc Affairs ; becauie 
thofe that might be concerned in fach Wagers had never pur- 
chafed horn &t Pnblick a Privilege to lay any fuch ; where- 
as the Creditors of the Pnblick had in fome manner porchafed 
a Pririkge of taking any Method they thought proper for 
making the moft of the Property they had in the publick 
- Fonds. 

* The Earls of Strafford, llay, ^n^Wincbel/ea^ the Lords g, ©f Strafford. 
Batburft and Hardwick, fpoke for it : Their Lordfliips al- £*. of Ihy. 
lede'd, • That there was really no Difference between Stock- E» of Winchcl- 
jMnng and gaming ; or if there was any, it coniifled rj^^^^ 

in this, that the former was much more fatal in its Confe- j^ Hardwic'k. 
qoenccs, and much nnore deffradlive than the other s for if 
any Man frequented Hazard-Tables, Horfe-racing, Cock- 
fighting, or any other Sort of publick Gaming, it became 
foon known in the World, and thereby every Man was ad- 
vcrcifed to draw his £ffe6b out of foch a Man^s Hand, and 
not to give him any Trull or Credit, fo that if fuch Men 
came to be mined, they generally could lofe nothing but 
their own Eftates, and none fuffered by their Folly or ill 
Condu^ bat themfelves and their Families ; whereas in the , 

Tranfa£kions in Exchange- Alley, they might be, and gene- 
rally were carried on in the Dark ; ic was not known who 
were principally concerned, by which Means a Man might 
game for Thoufands, without its being fo much as Aifpec- 
tcd that he had ever ventured a Farthing in that Way ; 
whereby it generally happened that not only the Gamefter 
himfelf was ruined, but many innocent Men, concerned 
. with him in an honeft and fair Way of Trade, found them- 
felves ondone, when they had gooid Reafbn to think them- 
felves abfolntely fecure. 

* That Stock -jobbing was worfe than Gaming in this o- 
dier Refpe£l, that Gaming of any other Kind might be car- 
ried on upon a fair and equal Footing, but it was impofiiblc 
that Stock-jobbing ever could ; for there muff always be 
ibme Perfons behind the Curtain, who muff neceffkrily know 
a g;reat deal more of the Game than it was poHible for the o- 
ther Adventurers to know, by which Means they always had 
an Opportunity of cheating their Felk>w-Game(lers out of 
what Sums of Money they had a mind ; and it was but too 
well known that Men had often made an unjuff Ufe of the 
Knowledge they had in this Way. 

* That by the Means of this infamous Pradlice of Stock- 
jobbing, it was always in the Power of fome of our Foreign 
Neighbours to lay a heavy Ta^ upon this Nation, and to 

draw 
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Aam ?. Gea. u. dnv a gitat deal of Mooey oat of it, wfaeoevcr they thoaglie 
' Hr^" p g up cf ; for as cbe Prioes of all oor pablkk Foods rouft al- 
ways depend, in (dme Meaiore, ujpoa the Circomflances of 
Foreign A^n^ and moft vaiy aocording as thofe Circmn- 
ilaoces vary, h wioM always be in the Power of the Mini- 
fiers of fome of the Fore^ Courts of Earwpe^ by Means of 
their Cbndpocdcnts here, to iai& large Sams of Money, by 
giving oat a little for the Refsial or for the Put, of fbme of 
oarpcblick Foods. 

* And in Anfwer to the Argoments made Ufe of againil 
the Bill, it was laid. That paUick Credit, *twas true, de- 
pended apoo the Opinions of Men, bot then tho(e OpinioDs 
were always founded upon Reafon, when People were trulj 
informed, and had Time to think coolly about the Matter, 
which could not well happen, as long as the Game of Stock* 
jobbing was allowed, for Thoofands of lies would be daily 
invented to deceive the weak and ignorant ; and Men would 
always run head* long into the Buying or Selling, or dealing 
in Puts and Refofals. not according to the real intrinfick Va- 
lue of the Thii^ to be bought or fold, but according to 
their Opinioo of the Price's bong about to fall or rife. 

' That the Credit of our Funds did not depend upon the 
gaming or Stock-jobbing in them, but rather {offered by it, 
' au appeared evidently from this, that the Sotab-Sea Annui- 
ties, in which there was little or no gaming, had always 
bore a higher Price than the Stock, in Proportion to the 
^ Dividends made upon both ; and it was certain, that eirery 
Man who was not pofTeircd with fomething of the Spirit of 
Gaming, would put a greater Value upon diat Security, 
which he was fure of felling again for what it cofl him, than 
upon a Security by which he run the Riik of lofing or win- 
ning a great Deal : And as to the Certainty and InvariaUe- 
nefs of the Price, the Price of Annuities had always been 
more certain, and invariable than the Price of any other 
poblick Fund, which fliewed that Stock-jobbing rather tend- 
ed towards un fettling, than towards focing the Price of any 
of our poblick Funds. 

' That the Readinefs of finding a Purchafer for any Thing* 
depended upon the People's being certain as to the Value, 
as to the Right, and as to the Method of conveying die 
Thing to be fold; and to this Certainty with Refpeft 
to our publick Funds, it was owing that the Proprietors had 
then fo ready an Accefs to their Money, and not at all to 
the Pradlice of Stock-jobbing ; therefore as this Certainty 
could not be in the lead diminifhed by the Bill then before 
them, the Proprietors of the publick Funds would, without 
doubt, have as ready Accefs to their Money after the paifing 
of that Bill, as ever they had before. 

' That 
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' Tftat it c»oId not well be fuppofed that ever our People Aano 7. Geo.1I. 
had made in any one Year 80,000 /. by Brokerage and Com- '734- 
snifiion from Foreigners dealing in our Funds ; but whatever * 
had been mide in chat Way could not by the Bill be diminilh- 
ed ; for it was certain that buying and felling in the gaming 
Way could not be carried on by CommiiTion, there could be 
boCommiffion or Brokerage paid by Foreigners to our People 
here but when a Transfer was adually made, and when a 
Transfer is to be made, feme Trullee 01 Correfpondent here 
maft ftiil be employed ; fo that nothing but the Game of 
Stock-jobbing could be carried to the Exchange of >^w/?/r- 
^am ; and if all our Gamefters, as well as the Game, were 
tranfported thither, it would be no great Lofs to the Nation. 

' That it was to be hoped the publick Credit of this Na- 
tion depended upon a much morcihble Foundation than that 
of Stock- jv)bbing ; and it was not to be prefumed that the 
Creditors of tfie Publick had purchafcd, or that they ever 
intended by their lending Money to the Government, to 
purchafe a Privilege of fetting up a Gaming Table in the 
Middle of the City of London ; and to pretend that the 
prcfcribing a certain Method by which the Property of the 
Publick Funds was to be transferred from one to another, 
was a Beftraint put upon the Liberty of difpofing of fuch 
Funds, or that it would any way diminifli tbe Value of 
them, was the fame Thing as to pretend that the Statute of 
the 29th of Charles II. againft fraudulent Conveyances of 
Land'Eflates, was a Reihaint put upon the Liberty of dif- 
poiing of fuch Eftates ; or that the Aft for regiflering fncli 
Conveyances within the County of Middlejex, had dimi- 
nifhed the Value of Land within that County ; whereas it 
was never yet imagined b'Jt that the Proprietors of Land- 
Eilates had as full a Liberty of difpofing of fuch Eftates 
fmce the faid Aft of the 29th of Charles IL had paffcd as 
ever they had before ; and it was Well known that the Aft 
for eftabiilhing a Regifter within the County of Middlefex, 
had rather increafed than diminifhed the Value of Land 
within that County. 

• That as Bargains for Time were ftill to be allowed, the 
pubUck Creditors might thereby infure their principal Money 
m the Publick Funds in the fame Manner as they had done 
before ; but as for the Praftice of giving Money for the 
Put of Stock, if it was to be called an Infurance, it was a 
very odd fort of one ; for by that Method a Man was to 
infure not only his own Property in the Publick Funds, but' 
in fome Manner the whole Publick Funds of England \ which 
was jull the fame as if a Man concerned only in one Ship 
fhould give a Premium for the Fnfurance of fuch a Sura of 
1734. I i Money 
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Anno 7.Geo. II. Money upon the fafe Return o( all the Ships belonging to 
Great Britain, 

Upon reading the laft Gaofey by which the Bill was made 
to continue for three Years, the Lord Delanjoan moivcd^ 
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Ld Deliwaxe. 



Ld Bathurft. 



* That it might be made to continue but for one Year, 
and. to the End of next Seffion of Parliament. 

Lord Batburft was againft this Amendment ; his Lordfhip 
faid, ' That fuch a fhort Term might very probably en- 
courage the Stock-jobbing Gamefters to enter into a Com- 
bination for railing Inconveniences and evil Confequencesy 
which they might perhaps be able to fnpport and keep ap 
for fo fhort a Time bv fome fraudulent and artful Manage- 
ment, in order to make People fick of the Bill, ahd there- 
by prevent its being continued ; whereas if it was made to 
continue for three Years, Things would in that Time take 
their natural Courfe ; the Gameftera could not hope to 
keep up by Art and Management any Sort of Incomreni- 
ences, but thofe which really proceeded from the Nature 
of the Bill ; and therefore in order to know the nataral 
and real Confequences of it, it was neceflaiy to give it a 
Continuance for at leaft three Years. 
S. of Hay. The Earl of liof fpoke for this Amendment, and the 

E. of Strafford, Earl of Strajbrd and the Earl Poulet againft it. At laft 
E. Poulet. jjj^ Qucftion being put, it was carried againft the Amend- 
ment propofed, by 27 againft 16; and the Bill afterwards 
pafsM into a Law. 
Debate on a March 28. The Duke of Newcafiie acquainted the Honfe, 

Mcflage from the That he had a Meflage from his Majefty to that Houfe, 
J^f;.J^to,u".'^'^^ Majefty, which he prefented to the Houfe, 

snent his Forces ^^^ the (ame, being read by the Lord Chancellor, was to 
by Sea and Land, the £fte6l as follows, fviz, 

during the- Re- « That as the War which had broke out in Europe, un- 
happily continued, his Majefty had nothing more at Heart 
than to fee that Flame extinguiftied, and to airoid, if poffi- 
ble, the engaging his Subjects in the Hazards and Expence 
of a War ; being at the fame Time defirous, neither to 
give any juft Alarm to other Nations, nor to fubjed him- 
Idf to any unprovoked Infults. 

' That to the End his Majefty *s Endeavours, in Conjanc- 
tion with his Allies, for procuring an Accommodation, 
. might in due Time have the defired Eftedt ; and that his 
Majefty might be in a Condition to make good fuch £n- 
•'^gagemcnts as Honour, Juftice and Prudence might call upon 
him to ful£l and concrad ; and that his Kingdoms might 
not be left expofed to any dcfperate Attempts, during fuch 
Time, as it might be impoffible for his Majefty to have the 
immediate Advice and AiCftance of his gre^t Council, upon 
any Emergency ariiing from the prefcnt Poftore of Aftkirs 
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in Europe^ which might nearly concern iht Intereft and Anno 7. Geo. II. 
Safety of thefe Kingdoms ; his Majefly hoped that he X734* 

(hoald be enabled and fupported by his Parliament, in mak- ^ '^*"" "^ 

ing fach farther Aagmentation of his Forces, either by Sea 
or Land, as might be abfolutely neceilary for the Hoflour 
and Defence of his Kingdoms,* and in concerting fuch Mea- 
fiures as the Exigency of AiFairs might require. 

* That whatever Expence fliould be thereby occafioned, 
fhoold be made in as frugal a Manner as was poffible, and 
that an Account thereof fhould be laid before the next Par- 
liament. 

This Meflage the Hoafe refolved to take into Confide- 
ration the next Day ; accordingly, on the 29th, the Duke 
of Newcaftlt flood up and fpoke as follows : ^- of NcweaiUc. 

My Lards, 

' As bis Majeily has been always careful not to put his 
People to any greater Expence, than what was abfolutely 
necefiary for their own Safety, (b in the Beginning of this 
Seffion of Parliament, he afked for no greater Augmenta- 
tion either of Land or Sea. Forces than what he thought 
was nece0ary for the Defence of this Nation ; and after the 
moft mature Deliberation, his Majefly*s Demands upon that 
Occafion were thought fo juft and reafonable, that they 
were agreed to by both Houfes of Parliament. 

* There was then, my Lords, a War broke out in Ew 
rope, %Thich made it neceilary for us to make fome little 
Ad^ticm to our Naval Force at Home, and to the Garri- 
fons of onr fortified Places Abroad ; but as we did not 
fbmd obliged by any former Engagement to take any Share 
in that War, therefore the Expence we have as yet put 
ourfelves to upon that Occafion is bat very inconfiderable ; 
and as his Majefly has not yet engaged himfelf upon either 
Side of the QoeiUon, as there has not fince any Alteration 
happened withkefpeft to the Circumftances oi Great Britain 
in particular, fo hb Majefty does* not think it nccclTary for 
us to put ourfelves immediately to any greater Expence than 
what was then judged to be necefTary ; but as the Fate of 
War is very uncertain, and as the Liberties of Europe very 
ranch depend upon the Event of the prefent War, there- 
fore it is impoffible to forefee but that his Majefly may be 
obliged to take fome Share in the War, in order to pre- 
fcrve the Balance of Power, on which depend the Li- 
berties of Europe, and confequently the Liberties of this 
Kingdom. 

* If then, my Lords, upon any future and Hidden Emer- 
gency, his Majefty ftiould find, himfelf under a Ncccffity of 
inimcdiately joining cither one*Side or the other, we may 
mofl certainly cxpcft, that thofc he joins againft will cn- 
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Anno 7. Geo>n. deavour to infult or invade this Nation, efpecially if thejr 
«734' know that we are no Way prepared for our own Defence : 

^" ^^' -^ Nay, I do not know but that pur continuing neutral may 
difj^lige both Sides ; and if either can expect to engage 
this Nation in their Favour,, by produciug a Change in our 
Government, they will probably for that Purpofe attempt 
to invade us, if they fhould be eficouraged to make fuch an 
Attempt by our prefent Government's not being in a proper 
Condition to reiiil them. There is not indeed any Occa- 
fion at prefent to fear fuch Attempts ; there is not the leall 
Appearance that any of the Powers now engaged in War 
v/'i\\ attempt to offer us any Infult » but as the Politicks and 
Kefolucions of Foreign Courts are not to be depended on, 
as no Perfon can pretend to forefee every Thing that may 
happen, his Majelly is willing to have it in his Power to 
provide in Time againft the word , and I think we arc in 
Puty bound to emible him to do fo ; therefore I hope your 
Lordihips will agree to the Motion I am to make, which 
is, That an humble Addrefs be prcfentcd to his Majclly, 
to exprefs the dutiful and graceful Senfe which this Hou(e 
conceives of his Royal Care and Attention for the Honour 
and Security of his Kingdoms ; to declare their unalterable 
Fidelity to his MajeRy, and their earneil Defire, that his 
Endeavours for an Accommodation may be efftflual ; and 
that his Majelly may in all Events be in a Condition to 
make good fuch Engagements as Honour, Juftice and Pru- 
dence may call upon him to fulfil or contradl ; and that 
his Dommions may not be expo fed to any defperate At- 
tempts, efpecially at a Time when it may be impofllblc 
for the great Council of the Nation to be immediately con- 
♦ vcncd ; to give his Majefly the ftrongell AiFuronces, that 
this Houfe will chearfully fupport him in making fuch far- 
ther Augmentation of his Forces, either by Sea or Land. 
as ihall be neceiTary for the Honour and Defence of his 
Kingdoms, and in concerting fuch Meafures as the Exigency 
of Affairs may require ; and to return his M<.jefty the 
Thanks of this Houfc for his gracious Declaration, that a a 
Account of any Augmentations made, and Services per- 
formed, fliall be laid before the next Parliament : This 
Houfe repofing an entire Confidence in his Majell3rs Royal 
WifJom and paternal Concern for the true Intereiis of his 
People. 

Lord Ckrtcrct. ^^^ Carteret fpokc next. 

Mj Lords^ 

* As no Sort of Information has been piven to this Houfc 

about the prefent State of our Foreign Affairs, or about the 

Engagements we now lye under with relpedl to all or any of 

the Powers engaged in W^r: As every Thing tending to give 
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OS fach Infbnnation has been denied, it cannot be expcAedAiiiio7..Geo.II* 
that I, or any other Lord, who has not had the Honour to ^^ ^ 
be admitted into that Secret, Ihould fpeak fo fully to the pre- 
fenc Queftion as we might otherwife have done. As for my 
felf, I think I cannot fpeak properly to it, in any other Way 
than as it relates to our own Conilitution , and in that Light I 
cannot but be againft it ; for it mull be admitted, that the De- 
mand now made upon us, is a Demand of a very extraordi- 
nary Nature ; it is fuch a Demand as ought never to be com- 
plied with, but when the Nation is in the moil imminent 
Danger, and even in fuch a Cafe, the Reafons for apprehend- 
ing fuch a Danger ought to be communicated to this Hoofe 
in a regular Manner, before we can either in Honour or Du- 
ty comply with it. 

' It has always, my Lords, been admitted, that Speeches 
from the Throne are to be looked on as Speeches from the 
Miniflers of State: Upon this Footing it is that this Houfe 
has always, with a great Deal of Freedom, taken fuch 
Speeches into their Confideration ; and I muft be of Opinion 
that Meflaees from his Majeily to this Houfe are to be looked 
on in the lame Manner; for which Reafon I hope, the Duty 
or the Refped we owe to his Majefty, will not be mentioned 
10 the prefent Debate. No Man can be more ready than I 
am to grant every Thing to his Majedy, that fhatl appear to 
be neceHary for the Support of his Crown and Dignity ; but 
whatever b to be granted for that Purpofe, ought to be grant- 
ed in a regular Manner, and according to thofe iVfethods and 
Forms which our Anceftors have laid down for the Preferva- 
tion of our Conilitution ; and ev.en in that Way, it is incon- 
fiilent with the Honour and Dignity of this Houfe, to make 
any fuch Grant upon a meer Suggeftion from the MiniHers 
that it is neceflary. No, my Lords, the Reafons, the Caufes 
of that Neceffity ought to be laid before the Houfe, and then 
every Lord in this Houfe may depend upon his own Judg- 
ment ; whereas he who agrees to fuch a Grant without any 
fuch Information, cannot be faid to depend upon his ownjudg- 
ment, but upon that of the Miniflers for the Time being. 

' I am, my Lords, fincerely of Opinion, that the Nation 
ought to be put in a much better State of Defence : It is 
what ought to have been done before now ; but why was not 
this propofed at the Beginning of the Seflion ? Is there any 
Thing has happened iince that Time which can alter any 
Man^s Opinion in this Refpedl, or can make him believe 
that it is now become more necelTary than it was at that 
Time ? If any fuch Propofition had then been made, both 
Houfes of Parliament would have had Time to have taken 
the State of the Nation, with Refpeft both to our foreign 
and domeflick Affairs, into their Confideration, and might 
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AanpT-OcQ. n. fafily luve provided la a regular and ufoal Manner for pot- 
I <734' ting the Nation into a proper Sc&te of Defence ; but the ne- 
gleding to make any fuch Propoiition at that Time, and the 
bringing it in now by Way of Surprife upon as. when it can- 
not be fo roach as pretended that we have any Thing now to 
apprehend which we ought not then to have apprehended, 
really feems as if feme Gentlemen were afraid lelt we fhould 
refolve to examine narrowly into the prefent State and Condi- 
tion of our Affairs; andjthis, I think, ought to be a Reafon 
rather for our refuiing than for our agreeing to any fach irre- 
gular aud precipitate Refolution as is now propofed to us. 

' fiut, my Lords, fuppofe that it was not then neceifary to 
put the Nation into a better State of Defence than what was 
at that Time propofed ; fuppofe that it is not even now necef- 
iary to make any new Addition to our Forces, either by Sea 
or Land, but that the fame may become necefiary in a little 
Time ; why may we not provide for fuch an Accident, ac- 
cording to the regular Courfe of proceeding in Parliament ? 
What Neceflity is there for putting fo fpeedy an End to this 
Seflion of Parliament ? Why may we not take Time to bring 
in a Biii for doing whatever (hall appear to be neceifary for 
providing againfl any fuch Emergency ? By fuch a Method 
of proceeding both Houfes will have Time to call for and ex- 
amine fuch Things as may be necefTary for giving them an 
Infight into our Circumftances both Abroad and at Home : 
And if from fuch an Inquiry it ihall appear abfolutely necef- 
fary to give his Majedy the ample and unlimited Power now 
demanded, is it to be fuppofed that any Lord in this Hoofe, 
or any Member of the other, will be more averfe to the 
granting of fuch a Power, when the NecefHty for doing fo is 
made appear to him, than he was before that Neceflity was 
made apparent, or indeed any the lead Reafon for it afiigned ? 
* I will grant, my Lords, 'that the Fate of War is un- 
certain ; I will like wife grant, that the Event of the prefent 
War is of the utraoft Confcquence to the Liberties of Eurcfe^ 
and confequently to this Nation ; but his Majeft^ has told us, 
that he is not engaged as yet to take smy Share m the War : 
Suppofe then that this Parliament were diflblved, and a new 
one fummoned ;^that new Parliament may meet in two Months 
Time, and in that Time it is impoflible that any Emei^ncy 
can happen of (uch Confequence as to oblige his Majefty im- 
mediately to join either of the Parties now engaged in War, 
The Balance of Power in Europe may be overturned, hot it 
cannot be fo fuddcnly overturned as not to give his Majefty 
an Opportunity of having the Advice and Affiftance of a new 
Parliament, before he declares himfelf of either Side of the 
Queflion : in which Cafe that new Parliament may, and cer- 
tainly will provide both for the Safety and Honour of this 
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Nation, in tliat pioper and regular Method which ought to Anno 7. Cto.n» 
beobferved by every Parliament. ^^ tl 

' The Safety and Defence of the Nation is always to be '^■'" 
provided for; but as there is at prefent no Weceffity for doing 
it in any extraordinary Manner, do not, my Lords, let os do 
irin the unprecedented Manner now propofed. Oar agreeing 
to thb Propofition, would, in my Opinion, my Lords, be a 
moft certain Prelude to Slavery : 'Twould be a giving up of 
all oar Liberties at once ; *twoald be a patting an abfolute 
Power into the Hands of the Crown, to continae till next 
Seifion of Parliament, which would be a moft dangerous Pre-* 
cedent ; for as fuch are generally improved, it may foon after 
be granted for a longer Term, and fo may at laft be made 
perpetual. I call it, my Lords, an abfolute Power, becaufe 
we not only give a Power of rai£ng Forces both by Sea and 1 
Land, without Limitation, but we give an unlimited Credit / 
for borrowing Money, and we promife to make good wha^ / 
ever fliall be fo borrowed. I hope your Lprdfhips will conii- 
der. That the Liberties of this Nation do not fo much depend 
upon our Charters or oar Statute Books, as upon that of the i 
People's keeping the Purfe in their own Hands ; and if once 
the People Ihould be brought into the Way of giving antici- { 
pated Promifes, they may at laft be induced to give the Purfe 
entirely out of their Hands, which would put an End to all 
oar Liberties at once. 

* It has always been reckoned, my Lords, one of the chief 
Safeguards of our Coniiitution, that the King cannot raife and 
keep up a Standing Army in Time of Peace, without the 
Confent of Parliament ; but if the Parliament ihould once 
come into the Way of granting, from Time to Time, an un- 
limited Power to raife and keep up what Number of Forces, 
by Sea or Land, the Miniflers for the Time being may think 
proper, I would be glad to know of what Ufe this Limitation 
upon the Crown can be of, with refpedt to our Conftitution > 
And if by Means of fuch a Power our Conftitution ihould 
ever be overturned, would not the Parliament which had 
granted it be jdlly deemed the Betrayers of thofe who had 
traced their AH to them ? We have not, thank God, my 
Lords, any Thing to fear from any Power that may be 
granted to^his prefent Majedy ; but if fuch a Precedent ihould 
be made, and in any future Reign a Set of Men ihould 
be at the Head of the Adminiftration, who had difobliged 
the whole Nation, who had Reafon to fear that fuch a 
N^ Parliament would be chofen as would call them to ati 
Account ; would not they, in Furfuance of this Precedent, 
endeavour to get fuch a Power as this from the lait Seilton 
of the expiring Parliament ? They would then let the new 
£Iedioas go 00, they would ufe all Means and Methods to 
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Aflnar- Geo, H, corrupt and influence tlicin ; but if after all they fhoald fee 
^34^ • fuch a new Parliament chofcn as would call them to an 
Account, and puniih them for their Wickednefs, what tbea 
can we fuppofe they would do ? Would not they make 
ufe of the Power fo treacheroufly granted to them, and 
raife fuch an Army as might enable them to govern uitli- 
out any Parliament at all ? So that I muft look upon the 
Proportion now before us, as laying a Foundation for foine 
future Adminiilration to trample upon our Conftitution by the 
Power of an Army, whenever they (hall find they cannot 
trample upon it by the Power of Bribery and Corruption. 
* Befides, my Lords, I do not think that what is now 
propofed is legal : 1 do not really think that any Thing 
can be legally done in Purfuance of it, if it fhould be a- 
grecd to ; for it is certain that no Forces can be raifed or 
kept up in this Nation in Time of Peace, but by Confent 
of Patliamcnt ; and the only proper Way of obtaining that 
Confent always was fuppofed to be by A61 of Parliament. 
...We have already, my Lords, paiTed the Mutiny Bill ; and 
]f any new Forces (hould be raifed in Purfuance of this Re- 
folution, I do not know if they could be comprehended 
under that Lnw ; for as a certain Number is thereby limi- 
ted, if any moie (hould be raifed, I doubt much if they 
could, with9ut a new Adt of Parliament, be fabjeAed to 
the Martiaf I^aw. 

< I nnve fai^, my Lords, that the Propofition now before 
us, is a moll dnprecedented Method of providing for the 
Defence of the Nation : It is fo ; it is a Method which 
was never befcre pradlifcd. In all former Times, when 
this Nation has been threatened with any great and immi- 
nent-Danger, which made it neceflfary that fbmc extraor* 
dinary Steps fhould be taken, if it happened in Time of 
Parliament, the King always came or fent to Parliament, 
and not only told us we were in Danger, but how we were 
in Danger, that from thence we might judge whether the 
Danger was fo imminent as to make fomc extraordinary 
Steps neceffary ; and when it was judged (o, proper Mca- 
fures have always thereupon been immediately concerted . 
for obviating that Danger ; but now it feems, my Lords, 
we are to agree to a moil extraordinary Meafure, without 
any Reafon aiTigned, without fo much as a Pretence thnt 
we are in any imminent Danger ; nay, we are even told 
, that we are not in any imminent Danger j we are told 
that we are not at prefent in Danger of any Infults or In- 
vafions from Abroad, and I am fure we arc not in Danger 
of any Infurredions at Home, unlefs they (hould be occa- 
fioned by our agreeing to this Propofition : Therefore, my 
Lords, as no Reafpn has been afligned, as I fee no Reafon 
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for oar coming into any extraordinary Mcafiire at prefent. Anno 7* GeoJl. 
I cannot bat be againft the Motion.* iT34* ''* 

The Dake of ^rgjfU fpoke next. V"^^^.'^ 

Afy Lards, D.ofArsylc. 

^ I have con£dered the Motion now before as with all 
poffible Attention^ and I cannot fee that there is any Thing 
in ity or in the Motion the noble Duke has been pleafed to 
make os^ fo very extraordinary or unprecedented as the 
noble Lord has been pleafed to reprefent. It is certain that 
fuch Meflages have been feveral Times fent to Parliament, 
and it is Lkewife certain that fuch Returns have always 
been made to them as the noble Duke has now been pleafed 
to move for, upon occafion of the prefent Mei&ge. It is 
true, chat fuch Mefiages have never been fent but upon ex- 
. iraoidinary Occafions, and the Reafons for fending them 
have always been communicated to Parliament ; and is not 
this the very Cafe at prefent ? What more extraordinary 
Occaiioa can be fuppofed ? The noble Lord who fpoke lall 
admits, that the Liberties of Europe are deeply concerned 
in the Fate of the prefent War, and may be fwallowed up by ' 
the Event ; and can we imagine that the Liberties of this ^ *^ 
Nation are fecure, when theLibertiesof £jyr0/^are.in Dan- ,* 

ger? 

* It muft therefore be allowed, my Lords, 4hat the Oc- 
cafion of this Meilkge is of the utmoft Con.f<f(^uence ; and 
the Reaibns for our being neceflariiy qbli^d to come to 
fome immediate Refolution, are not only in themfelves ap- 
parent, but are likewife fully exprefTed jn his MajeHy^a 
Kfeflkge. The Fortune of War we all kno|j^ to be extreme* 
ly precarious, and the Changes that happen are often as 
fudden as they are unlooked for : Some of thefe may lay 
his Majedy under an indifpenfable NeceiTity of fending im- 
mediate Affiflance to the unfortunate Side, in which Cafe 
we may depend on it, that fome defperatc. Attempts will 
be made upon this Nation by the other Side now engaged 
in the Wat : Our Neighbours have now great Armies in 
the Field, and fome of them have powerful Fleets ready to 
put to bea : They arc already prepared to execute any At- 
tempt, and when they are in fuch Circumflances, we may 
depend on it, that the Refolution, as foon as taken, >viil 
be carried into Execution. We all know, that this Parlia- 
ment mud be foon difFolved, and after it is diiTolved, many 
Weeks muil interveen before anew Parliament can alTemble. 
In the mean Time, his Majefly may be obliged to declare 
himfelf, and upon that, fome Attempts may be made, which 
may be of the moil dangerous Confequence to the Safety 
of this Nation, before his Majefty can have the Advice and 
AfTiilance of a new Parliament, which makes It abfolutely 
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Aw107.Geo.II. neceffary for os, before we now feparate, to gir© his Ma- 
^ 734^ jefty a Power to provide againft the worft. 
"^^ * I will agree with the noble Lord who fpoke laft, that 

aU Meflagcs from the King, as well as Speeches from the 
TJirone, when they come to be confidered in this Houfc, 
are to be looked on as coming from the M in tilers ; there* 
fore we may, with all imaginable Freedom conlider them, 
and whatever may be faid upon that Occaiion, is always to 
be pre famed to relate only to the Miniflers, and not to the 
Crown ; for which Reafon, oor Poty and Refped to his 
Majelly, is never opon fach Occafxons to be brought any 
Way into the Queftion. But as to the Meflage now before 
us, my Lords, it is fo far from beipg an extraordinary one, 
that I niuil look upon it rather as a Piece of Condefcedioa 
in the Crown ; for it is certaiii, that opon any fuddea 
£mergency, his Majelly has a Power, which always has 
been, and always miill be veiled in the Crown, to provide 
for the Security of his Crown and Kingdoms, by raifing 
forces either for Land or Sea Service, and borrowing or 
applying Money for that Purpofe, even without waiting 
for the Confent of Parliament ; and whatever the King may 
upon fuch Occafions be obliged to dg, will always be ap- 
proved of, and provided for by Parliament, as foon as they 
meet, in Cafe nothing has been done, nor any Expences 
incurred, but wha$ (hall appear to be neceffary ; this is the 
Power his Majedy has by our Conilitution, and this is all 
be aflcs for by the prefent MeiTage : He afks only for a 
Power to make fuch farther Augmentation of his Forces, 
either by Sea or Land, as may be abfolutely neceflary for 
(he Honour and Defence of his Kingdoms. 

' This, in my Opinion, my Lords, is >as modeft a De* 
xnand, as ever was fent to Parliament : It (hews how can- 
tious hb Majelly is of putting his People to any extraor- 
dinary Expence ; confidering th^ prefent Pollure of the 
Affiiirs of Europe, I believe this Houfe would have thoaght 
it but reafonnble, if his Majeily, at the Beginning of the 
SefTion, had afked for a much greater Augmentation of his 
Forces, both by Sea and Land, than he did at that Time : 
N..y» if his Majedy had now afked for an immediate Aug- 
mentation, infttad of asking only for a Power to make it, 
in Cafe it fhall herenfcer appear to be abfolutely neceflary, 
I do noc doubt, but your Lordfhips would have complied 
with it ; but his Majelly, defirous not to put his People to 
any , Expence, or at leall to delay it as long as he can, 
and yet follicirous about the Quiet and Safety of his Pco- 
pie, defircs only the latter ; and that Power he applies for 
to Parliament, tho' he knows it to be vcfled in him with- 
out any fuch Application. This is the Light which tb« 
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prebnt Meflage ought to beconfidered ia, and therefore Anno 7. Geo. IL 
whether we ihoiUd grant fuch a Power as is now asked for, i734« 
cannot, 1 think, be properly made a Queftion. * 

* Indeed, if the MiniAers ihould make a bad Ufe of the 
Power now propofed to be granted to his Majcily, if they 
ihould augment the Forces, .either by Sea or Land, without 
any Neceifity for fo doing ; if they fhould put the Nation to 
any greater Expeoce, than what (hall appear to be abfolutcly 
neceilary, there would then be fome Ground for a Queliion ; 
but in fuch a Cafe, can the prefent Meflkge, 6r the Addrefs 
propofed in Anfwer to the MefTage, be of any Weight on 
either Side of that Queilion ? Can the Miniflers plead in their 
Jaftification, that they had a Power from Parliament to do fo} 
It is certain they cannot : They muft anfwer for what they 
have done in the (ame Manner, as if no fuch Addrefs had 
ever been propofed. For my own Part, my Lords, lam no 
Minilier, I never was, nor ever will be a Mini Her, but on all 
fuch Occaiions as the prefent, I muil thmk they have a molt 
dangerous Talk : The Danger of not providing in Time for 
the Safety and Defence of the Nation, and the Danger of 
running the Nation into Expences, which may thereafter be 
thoQght unneceiTary, are two oppoiite Rocks, which even the 
wifeft Miniilers ought to be afraid of : They will find it difH* 
cult for them to deer the middle Courfe, fo as to avoid both the 
Extreams: And we muft conclude it to be the more difiicult, 
when we coniider, that to the Bulk of Mankind Dangers feeoi 
huge in their Approach, but diroinilh vadly in their Retreat. 

* I amperfuaded none of yoar Lordfhips are afraid, I can^* 
not indeed fee the leaft Reafon why any Man fhould at pre* 
fent entertain any Fears about the Liberties of his Country, 
I am fure there is no Ground for fuch Fears. If any In- 
croachonents had been lately made by the Crown, or by the 
Miniflers of the Crown, upon the Rights and Liberties of the 
People, we would have Reafon, my Lords, to be jealous of 
every Propofttion that came from that Quarter ; but there 
has been no fuch Attempt lately made, and I believe there 
never was a Time, when private Men enjoyed their Proper- 
ty with more Eafe and Security ; therefore I can fee no Rea- 
fon for us to take the Alarm ; and the prefent Meffage is fo 
far from affording any Foundation for an Alarm, that I muH 
look upon it as one of the greateft Pieces of Condefcenfioxk 
that was ever made by any King to his Parliament. As for 
the Clamours that may have been lately raifed againft the Mi-> 
niflers of State, if ever there were any fuch, they ought to 
be defpifed, becaufe they were without any jull Caufe, and 
were very far from being general. There have been fome 
Clamours againil all Minirters, and againd all future Mini- 
flers tve may expc6i there will be Clamours raifed : Even in 
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Anno 7. Geo.II. the Reign of Queen E/izabab i in that Reign which has been 
, . '734' ^ fo often applauded by thofe who had a Mind to rtfiedt upon 
^ '^'^ ^ the prefent, there were Clamours among feme Sorts of People 
during her whole Reign : Even that great Minifter Burleigh, 
who with fo great Wifdom and Moderation, and for fo.inany 
Years, during her Reign, managed the public Affiurs of this 
Nation, could not efcape : Nay, there were not only Qa* 
mours and Difcontents in that Queen's Reign, bat there 
were many Plots too, and even fome R^llions raifed againft 
her ; therefore we are not immediately to oondude, that Mi- 
nifiers are guilty, becaufe there have been fome little Cla- 
mours and Calumnies raifed againft them. 

* 'Tis true, my Lonls, we have already pafled the Mati- 
ny Bill, and in that Bill I muil likewife grant, chat a certain 
Number of Land Forces is mentioned ; but, in my Opinion, 
the Mutiny Bill always did, and now does extend, not only 
to the Number of Forces therein mentioned, but to all the 
Land Forces that ihould be raifed within that Year: Howe- 
ver, I am no Lawyer, tho* I am in the Neighbourhood of a 
very good one, to whom I (hall leave the Iktermination of 
this Point, and 1 hope he will be fo good as to rife op and 
give the Houfe his Opinion upon it. 

Z. ef Chefter- Then the Earl* of Chifterfield fpoke as follows : 
field. My Lords, 

* Notwithflanding what the noble Duke who fpoke laft has 
been pleafed to fay in Favour of the MeHage now under oor 
Confideration, it ftill appears to me to be the moil extraordi- 
nary that was ever fent to this Houfe. I believe no Man will 
doubt of tny Afie6lion to his Majefly, or of my Readine&to 
agree to every Thing I think abfolucely neceifary for the Sop- 
port of his'Crown and Dignity ; but as all fuch Mefiages are 
prefumed to be framed by the Advice, and upon the Sugge- 
ition of thofe in the Adminiilration, therdfbre I, and every 

' other Lord of this Houfe, not only have .a Right, but we are 
in Duty bound to examine them narrowly ; and from thence 
if it appears that what is demanded by fuch a Meflage is not 
at all neceffary for the Support of his Majefty, or the Safety 
of the Nation, tho* it may be nec^ffaiy for the Support of Mi- 
niilerial. Schemes, and perhaps for the Safety of Minifterial 
Perfonages, we arc bpth in Duty and Honour obliged not to 
comply with fuch a Demand, efpecially if it appears to be in- 
confiftenc with the ConlHcution, or contrary to the ufnal Form 
of proceeding in Parliament, which is plainly the Cafe with 
Refpe^l to the Demand now made upon us $ for it mufl cer- 
tainly be allowed to be contrary to the ufoal Form of pro- 
ceeding in Parliament ; an^ as it veils an abfolote Power in 
the Crown, for as long a Time as the Crown, or rather the 
Miniilers of the Crowi?> may plcafe to continue it, I cannot 
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think it cohflfteot with the Omftitatl^n . of our Govern- Anno «7.G^.Ii« 
ment : I mnft think it the moft extraordinary Demand that t734- 
was ever made upon any Parliament in this Kingdom ; and it ^ 
is tbe more exttaordiaaiy that it comes now at the £iid of the 
laft Seflion of a kmg Parliament : It really appears to me^ in 
the fame Light, ^s if an Application fiu>ttld be made to a 
Man- on his Death-bed, a Man in his hSt Moments, to be^ 
qoeath all he has in the World to thofe who are ntter Stran- 
gers to him ; naj, to thofe who have been generally reputed 
his greateft Enemies. 

< I cannot agree with the noble Duke that fach Meflagea 
have been frequent : It is certain they were never heard of 
*till of late Yean ; I donbt if foch an unlimited Power was 
ever before asked for ; I am fuse filch a Power was never 
asked for but when the Nation was in imminent as well as 
great Danger ; for to tell us that the Liberties of Europe 
may be fwallowed up by the prefent War, and that therefore 
this Nation is in great Danger, is no Excufe for our breaking 
thro' ail the Forms and Methods of proceeding in Parliament, 
by agreeing to tbe extraordinary Step now propofed. I can- 
sot think that the Liberties of Europe are in fo great Danger 
of being fwallowed up in the £vcnt of the p/efent War as 
feme People feem willing we fhould believe ; but granting 
they were, it is but a confequential Danger to this Nation i 
and to excufe fiich an extraordinary Step the Danger ought 
not only to be great, but it ought to be imminent ; I do not 
think that any Thing onght to force us to make (och a Step, 
bat when we are in immediate Danger of a powerful Invafion 
from Abroad, or of a very terrible Infurrefiion at Home, 
l^ith refpeditoall odier Dangers, we may deliberately pro- 
vide againft them, according to the ufual Methods of pro- 
ceeding in PaHiament ; and if Precedents (hould be fearched 
into, I believe it will appear, that no fuch Mefli^e as the 
prefent was lever fent to Parliament, but when we had good 
Reafon to apprehend one of the two immediate Dangers I 
have mentioned. 

* Now, my Lords, in the prefent Cafe it is not fo much 
as pretended that we are in any imminent Danger ; on the 
contrary we are told,^that no material Alteration has happen- 
ed fince tbe Beginning of the Seffion ; therefore if we are 
now in any imminent Danger, we were in thefan»e State at 
the Beginning of the Seffion ; and if We were io at that 
Time, why were we not then made acquainted with it ? If 
we had then been made acquainted with if, we might, long 
before now, have taken the Cincumftances of the Nation into 
oar Confide ration, and might have fuiEciently provided a- 
gaioft the greateft Danger that can be foppofed in a regular 
ftirliamentary Way : But fuppofe, my Lords, fome confide- 
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Aaao 7. GeoJI. rable Alterations have happened fince the Begittniog of the 
'734- Seilion, which this Houfe cannot, I think, pretend either to 
afHrm or deny, becihfe we have been kept in utter Darknefs 
with refpefl to the Situation of our Foreign ASkirs ; fuppofe 
fome new Dangers are now to be apprehended, which could 
not be thought of or forefeen at the Beginning of the Sefiion, 
what Neceifity is there for providing againft them in a Man- 
ner fo inconfiitent with oor Conilitution ? Are they fo im- 
minent that we have Reafon te apprehend their coming upon 
us in a few Days ? It is impofCible to fuppoie any fuch ; and 
if no fuch Dangers can be fuppofed, what Reafon have we 
to break thro' all the Forms of Parliament ? Is xhcfe any 
NecefHty for putting an immediate End to the prefent Sefiioa 
of Parliament i No, my Lords, by the Septennial Len» this 
Parliament may continue fitting till the Month Qi September oi 
OQoher next ; before that Time the Dangers We are now 
th^eatned with may blow over, or if they ihould approach 
nearer, we may provide againft them in that Manner, and 
according to thofe Forms which the Wiidom of our Ancef- 
tors has contrived for the Prefervation of our Liberties. 

' We are told our Neighbours are at War, they have 
great Armies in the Field, and powerful Fleets ready to pat 
to Sea : What is all this, my Lords, to us ? Does not this 
add to the Security of this Nation, inftead of fubjeding us to 
any Danger \ If we are no Way engaged in the War (and 
we are told we are not) if we have done nothing to give any 
juft Alarm, is it to be fuppofed that any one of the Powers 
upon the Continent, while it is engaged in a dangerous and 
heavy War with another Power, will do any Tiung, or at- 
tempt any Thing that may in the leail tend to draw the im- 
mediate Vengeance of this Nation upon its Head. Is it 
poUIble to imagine any Nation upon Earth fo weak, or ra- 
ther fo mad in their Politicks \ I have not, \is true, the 
Honour to have been made acquainted with the feveral En- 
gagements we may be under at prefent to Foreign Powers ; 
but if I can judge from fuch of them as have been made 
publick ; if I can draw any Conduiion from the many Trea- 
ties and Alliances lately made, I rouil conclude that at pre- 
fent we are in good Terms with all the Powers in Europe at 
lead ; therefore I mull conclude, we cannot be in any Danger 
from any of them ; and I hope no Danger* we may hav^ to 
fear from any other Quarter of the World, can be of Weight 
enough to prevail with this Houfe to agree to fuch an extra- 
ordinary Meafure^ 

' I (hall grant, jxty Lords, that we might perhaps have 
offended the Imperial Court, by the Treaty made at Hano^ 
n/er v/jth the French ; but furely we have made up that 
Breach by our late Treaty of Fienna, by which we gen^- 

roullyy 



( 263 ) 
roofly, and withoat the leaft valaable G)niider2tiOD, became A1m07.Geo.IT; 
Gaarantees of the Pragmatick Sandion^ As to France^ we ^ ^734* 
have of lace Years heaped fo many Favoars upon ihat Na- 
tion, that I cannot think they have any Reafon, or indeed 
any Incliaation to do os an Injury : Did not we by the 
Treaty of Hanover^ which was made for pulling down the 
overgrown Power of the Hoofe of Aufiria^ and the follow 
ing Treaty of Sewlle^ break that clofe Union which had 
been contraded bet\yeen the Courts of Vienna and Madrid^ 
h much to the Prejudice of the Court of Pratta ? And did 
not we thereby oblige Spain to throw herfelf entirely into 
the Arms of France, by which we again united the two great 
Branches of the Houfe of Bourbon ? And c^n we imagine 
that France will diilorb us, while (he is making the bell of 
that Union which we were fo good aS to reltore ? And as to 
Spain, my Lords, we did perhaps difoblige them likewife 
by our Treaty of Hanwer, and fome other Meafures which 
wexe the £flfe6b of that Treaty ; but have we not fince pro- 
cured them the rich Dutchies of Tu/cany, Farma, and P/a- 
ciniia for their Son Don Carlos ? Did not we, at a great 
Expence to this Nation, fend a powerful Fleet into the Mc" 
diterranean, to condud that Prince with the greater Pomp 
and Ceremony to the Dominions we had procured for him 
in Italy f ^is true, he did not make Ufe of that Fleet, but 
was that any Fault of oars^ or can it be faid we had any 
felfilh View in what we did, fince the whole was traoladled 
withoat any Stipulation in our own Favour ? fiy this we ope* 
ned a Way for the Spaniards into Italy ; nay, I do not know ' 
hat that by oar Management we have likewife thrown the 
King of Sardinia into the Arms of France, and have thereby 
opened a Way for the French likewife into Italy. Befides all 
thefe Favours heaped upon our Neighbours, have not we, 
by the moft full and explicit Treaties and Stipulations, fe- 
cured all onr Riehts and PoiTeffions both at Home and A- 
broad ; and in mch Circumftances, after fo many glorious 
Treaties, can it be imagin'd that we are in Danger of being 
invaded or infulted by any of our Neighbours ? 

' This, my Lords, I take to be the Cafe as to our paft Ma- 
nagement; but it is faid the prefent War may take fuci) a Turn 
as m^y lay his Majefty under a Neceility of fending iramedi<» 
ate Affiftance to the unfortunate Side, in order to prevent the ' 
Balance of Power in Europe from being quite overturned. 
This is a Suppotition which really to me feems as extraordi- 
nary as the Mef&ge now under our Confideration. I will 
readily allow that the Fate of War is precarious, but I can- 
not eafily admit that a whole Campaign, even the mod un- 
fortunate that can be fuppofed, can make the Emperor abfo- 
lute Matter of Frana, Spain, and Sardinia, or can make 
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Ajmo7.,peo.II. France Mcititc Mafter of the Whole German Empire; for 
I.I7S4- we know chat Fran<^ has ftood out many unfortunate Cam- 
paigns againft the united Powers of Germany, England, Hel- 
land, Portugal, and Sardinia ; and tho' Sfain and Sardinia 
now make U(e of France to enlarge their Dommions in lea- 
fy, >;et if France fhewed the lead Inclination to make a Con- 
quell of Germany, they would turn their Arms againft her, 
becaufe they muft preferve Germany, in order to preferve their 
own Dominions in Italy, or indeed in any Part of the World. 
The Ctrcnmftances of Europe are now very far from being 
the fame they were at the Beginning of the late War ; the 
Xiiig of France was then abfolute Mafter of Sfain, and coold 
make chat Nation do whatever he had a mind ; but now 
France mufkz^ vtry cautioufly, in order not to give that Na- 
tion any Jealoufy of her aiming at too great an Incrcafe of 
Power, otherwife the Spaniards may foon become as deadly 
Foes to the French as ever they were heretofore. 1 mull 
therefore chink, my Lords, that the Liberties of Europe are 
not in fuch Danger of being fwallowed up in the Event of 
the prefcnt War ; but if they were^ they cannot be fwal- 
luwed up fo foon, even by the moft fudden and moft fatal 
Accident, but what his Majefty may have Time enough to 
apply in a regular Manner to his Parliamenc for Advice and 
Aiiiflaihce, before he can be under a Necefficy of declaring 
himfelf of either Side of the Queftion. 

* But, my Lords, we are told that this Parliament mu fl 
be diflbived-; and before a new one can meet, his Majefly 
imy be obliged to declare himfelf, or at lead that fome 
of the Powers engaged in War may become jealous that he 
is to declare againlt chem, and confequently may attempt 
to invade this Nation before his Majeity can have the Afiiil* 
ance of a new Parliament^ to enable him to provide againft 
fuch InvaGon. 

* This is an Argument I am forry to hear made ufe of 
in this Houfe ; and I am perfuaded the noble Ilords who 
make ufe of it, do not mean fuch a Conclufion as feems 
naturally to flow from it ; for, in my Opinion, it plainly 
feems to carry this Infinuation, thac the granting of fuch a 
Power at the End of every Parliament, will be always ne- 
cefTary hereafter. If that were really the Cafe, I (hould be 
very apt to conclude, that the Power would then be made ufe 
of, not to defend the Nation againft Foreign Invaiions, but to 
defend the Minifters againft the Danger they might hav*e 
Keafon to apprehend from an anti-minifterial Parliament, ia 
cafe the new one ftiould appear t6 be of fuch a Complexioa ; 
and I am ve^y fure, that a Minifter with fuch a Power in 
his Hands, and fuch a Parliament againft him, would never 
aliow that Parliament to meet. 
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« We are now told, as I have already taken Notice, that-Aoaor. Gao.II. 
our Neighboors are deeply engaged in War one againft ano- 1734. 
tfaer, that they have great Armies in theiFieU, and power- ^» "^ ^ ^ ^ 
ful Fleeu ready to pat to Sea ; that they may conceive a 
Jealoufy that we are to join againft them, and may con* 
fequetitly invade us before the J^ing can have the AMance 
of a new Parliament to enable him to provide againft that 
lavafion ; therefore before we draw our laft Breath, we 
mufty it is faid, for our own Safety, put an ablblate Power 
into the Hands of the Crown, to continue till the Miniilert 
ihall think fit to convene (he new Parliament. At the End 
of the next Parliament there may, my Lords, be the iame 
Reafon for granting the lame Power, and the Reafon will 
be much ftronger if we are then afkuaUy . engaged in the 
War : But fuppofe there is then a profound IVanqaility in 
Eitrtpe, our Neighbours very probably will have very near 
as great Armies and as powerful Fleets as they have now ; 
and may we not then be told. Your Neighbours are now 
no way engaged elfewhere, their Armies are quartered 
very near the Sea Coaft, their Fleets may be made ready 
to put to Sea in a Month*s Time, they may conceive a Jea* 
bafy that you are to invade them, and therefore they will 
endeavour to invade you; for this Reafon it is neoeflary for 
you to put an abfolute Power into the Hands of the Crown } 
WiQ not this Argument be then ilronger than the Argu- 
ment now made ufe of ? It will, my Lords, in my Opi- 
pinion, be much flronger : We are certainly in greater Dan* 
ger of being fuddenly invaded by our Neighbottrs,when they i 
have their Troops unemployed and quartered upon their . 

Sea C6afb, than when all their Troops aie marched many 
hundred Miles firom their Sea Coaft, and employed againft 
another Enemy ; and furely they may more fuddenly fit 
out a FleeiT proper for that Purpofe, when none of their 
Ships of War are employed elfe where, than when they are 
obliged to keep many of them in Seas very far diitant from 
thisIOand. 

* The Didatorial Power was, my Lords, a Part of the 
Rman ConfHtution, even from the very Beginning of their 
Repoblick ; but while they preferved their Virtue, while 
they preferved their Liberty, this Power- was never granted 
bat upon the moft important, the moft urgent Oecafions, and 
was never granted for a longer Term than fix Months ; 
when the Virtue and the public Spirit of that once brave 
People began to decay, this Power was often granted upon tri- 
fling Oecafions ; it then began to be granted for a long Term^ 
aod ibon after was granted for Life : With this laft Grant 
they granted away all the Liberties of their Country for 
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gm0% Gfl^ll. ever: The l>i£bUor might die, bat th^ twau, wai haoded 
1714^ ^ down immediately to anqcher i tbeTyianoy became perpc- 
~ ' tmJ. Hie Power now asked for is in fome meafure a j>ic- 
tatorial Power; it has but of late Yea^s crepi into o«r 
Conftitation ; it was never yet grai^ted bnt upon the moft 
urgent Occafions : But if we once begin to grant it for a 
Thne ind^ite, and upon fuch Suppoiitions and t/Uy-\»\ 
I can eafiiy fbrefee what will be : It wili at laft, nay, it 
will (bon be either granted or taken lor lAf^ and then a- 
diea hi ever to the Liberties of Gnat-Britaim. 
' * I will allow, that by oar Conftitation onr Eing^ have 
always had, during th^ Interval of Parliament, a fort of 
Sfegbiitorial Power, a Power to uke Care that the Common- 
wealth may be no way injored ; and therefore in cafe of 
any faddqn and onexpeAed Danger, the KiQg may tsuk 
Forces, or may fit out a Fleet, for preventing that Daagcr i 
and where the Danger is apparent, it is certain the STing 
never did, nor ever will want Money as long as there is 
anv in the Nation ; for upon fuch an Occaiion no Man will 
lefofe to lend his Money to the Government; and the Par- 
liament will certainly approve of what has been done, and 
provide for the Re-payment of what has been borrowed, pro- 
vided k be made appear to them that there was a Necef- 
fity of putting the Nation to that Expence ; bat the ask- 
ing for fuch a Power before-hand, looks as if fometUng 
were intended which could not wdl be approved of: It 
looks as if the Nation were to be put to an additional Ex* 
pence without any apparent Reafon for fo doing ; and as 
if this anticipated Credit were asked for from Parliament* 
in order to encourage People to lend their Money ta die 
Publick, tho' they foe no Neceility for any fuch publidc 
Expence. No h^n will refufe to let an Infimt of a gpod 
Eftate have whatever may be neceilary for his Sobfiftence i 
for this he has no great Occafion for any Letter of Cifdit 
from his Guardians ; but if his Guardians fhoold be fock 
Fools, or rather fuch unfaithful Guardians, as to give hins 
in unlimited Letter of Credit for borrowing whatever lie 
himTelf might think neceilary for his SubiiiLmce, it WQaM 
certainly tend to throw him into Extravagance, and might 
make bior a Prey for Ufurers aqd Extortioners. 

* I am very well convinced, my Lords, that the Safety 
of the People will not be any way better fecored by the &c- 
folution now propoied ; but I am very for from thinking 
that the Power of the Crown will be no way enlarged ; 
tf it were really thought fo, I am fure no Miniller woaM 
ever give himfcif the Trouble of perfoading the Sing to 
iend fuch a Meflage to Parliament j but fuppofe I wer« con* 
vinced that do additional Power is by this Propofition to 
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Iwgnmted to the King; thtt vttj Confidnttioa would Aiiiie7,.0e«. II. 
with zae be a moft prevailing Argament for beiiig againft '73f>. . 
It J for it moft be allowed t£it what is- now propbfied it ^--^^i ^ -' 
fomtehiog very extnu>rdiiiary, and contfaiy to ail tbofe 
Fonns and Methods of proceeding in Parliament, whid^ 
long Eseperience has taught as to be neceilarx for the Pre* 
ierv^tion of our Liberties; why then ihould we make (b 
great an Incroachment upon our Conftitntion, if neither 
the Safety of the People, nor the Security of the Crov^ be 
thereby any way improved ? This Reafon I (ay, my Lord^ 
if th^re were none other, would prevail with me to be againff 
seeing to the Propofition now before us ; but as I think 
it of the moft dangerous Confequence to the Liberties of the 
People^ as I think that a Power is thereby to be granted to 
the Crown, which ought never to be granted but in Cafis of, 
the ntmoft, the moft imminent Danger, therefore I ihaJl 
moft heartily give my Negative to it. 

Lord Hfiriwick fpoke next« 
My Urds, 

* I think it is now admitted by both Sides, that during I^ Bardwidk • 
the Interval of Parliament his Majefty hat by Law, ana 
without any previous Authority from Parliament, alPower 
to provide for the Safety of the Kingdom, and confequentljr 
he moft have a Power of doing whatever (hall appear to 
be neceflary for that End ; therefore I hope it will be no 
hmger infifted on, that there is any Thing very extraordi- 
nary either in the Meflage now under our Con£deration,'W 
in the PiopofitioD that Ins been made to us in Confe^neooe 
of it. His Majefty only asks for a previous Authohty for 
doing what he certainly might do without any fuch Au- 
thority ; and we by the Addrefs propofed to us, only pro- 
vAt to fopport bis Majefty in what ihall appear lo be ne- 
ceflary for the Safety c^ the Nation, ,and for the Support 
of his Crown and Dignity. If the Nation ftiould, be un- 
neceftariiy put to lSx]^e, if any extraordinary KCeafuret 
ftdnki be porfued, without a Neceffity for fo doing, the 
Miniften will be anfwerable for it, and nuiy be puni(hed 
in the fome Manner as if no fuch Addrefs had. ever been 
prupofed s tmd as there is no extraordinary Power asked 
for, or propofod to be granted, the Method of doing it 
cannot be of any Weight in the Debate, nor can it be at- 
tended w!th any ill Confequence. • 

' As to the giving his Majefty a Power by an Addrefs 
or a Votie, to ra'ife Land-Forces, there is certainly nothing 
illegat in it i for tho* the King cannot by Law raife or 
keep up a Sunding Army in this Nation in Time of Peace 
withoot CbnieAt of Parlifiment ; yet, xsiy Lords, I know 
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Aimoy.Geo.II.of no Law that direOs how that Confent is to he obtained ; 
1734* it may, in my Opinion, be had by a Vote or an Addrefs 
U I ^^'•b J fpQin each Houfe of Parliament, as well as by an A€t re- 
gularly paired in Parliament. And as to the Matiny-Btll 
which we have already paifed, it is the fame with former 
Bills of the like Nature, tho* there be a particular Number 
of Land- Forces mentioned in the Preamble ; yet the en- 
ading Part is general, and comprehends all the regular 
Fortes that then were on Foot, or that (ball be raifed in this 
Kingdom during the Continuance of that A€t, 

* Therefore, my Lords, as there is nothing illegal or 
txtraordinary in the Meilage, or in the Propofition now un- 
der our Confideratlon ; as from the prefent known Circum- 
ilances of Europe fome Accidents may happen that may put 
this Nation under a Neceflity of making a farther Provifion 
for Self-defence ; and as chofe Accidents may fall out fo 
fuddenly and fo unexpectedly, that there mav not be a Pof- 
Ability for his Majeiby to have Time to take the Advice 
^ and Ailiftance of a new Parliament, I cannot but be for a- 

greeing to the Propofition now made to us/ 
Then Lord Bathurft fpoke as follows : 
My LordSf 

Ld Bathurft • j have a very great Regard for the Opinion of the 

noble Lord who fpoke laft, e fpecially in fo far as relates to 
f the Laws and the Conftitution of this Kingdom ; and there- 
fore I am the more furprifed to hear him declare, that he 
knows of no Law which determines and direds the Me- 
thod by which his Majefty is to have the Confent of his 
Parliament. I will not pretend to be ib well acquainted 
with the Laws or the Statutes of this Reakn as that learned 
Lord ; but I am fure there is a Law which determines the 
Method by which his Majefty is to have the Confent of hn 
Parliament, as well with refped to the raifing and keeping 
up a Standing-Army in Time of Peace, as with refped to 
every other Cafe where the Confent of Parliament is ne- 
ceiTary by our Conftitution : I mean, my Lords, the Lex 
^ Confuttudo Parliamentit which I look upon to be as 
much a Part of the Laws of England as any other Part of 
the common Law, nay, as any Statute exprefly enaded by 
King, Lords and Commons. It is true, my Lords, there 
is not, I believe, any exprefs Statute for dire^ng 
tHe Method of obtaining the Confent in Q^fUon ; bat 
there is never an exprefs Statute made in any Cafe, bat 
where the Common Law is either doubtful or deficient s 
and as this Part of the Common Law, as this Cullom of 
Parliament was never before called in Queftion, it was ne- 
ver thought necefTary to make any exprefs Statute for regu- 
lating the Method of obtaining the Confent of Parliament ^ 

but 
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hat in this Age we feem inclined to call in Qaeftion every Aiiiio7.Gc«. h. 
Caftom and every Maxim eftablifhed by oar AnceftorSy efpe- 1734* 
daily when it ioterferes with any hycnTite Point oar Mini- 
iters have in View. 

> * I hope, my Lords, it will be allowed, that no Tax can 
be impoffd or levied npon the People but by Confcnt of 
Furliiunent : This, I hope, will be allowed to be one of 
the fundamental Maxims of oar ConfUtotion, and the Mean- 
ing of this Mtixim I always took to be» that no Tax dould 
be laifed bat by A6t of Parliament ; bat as there is no ex- . 
prefs Statute for regulating the Method of obtaining the 
Confent of P^Iiament in this Particular, I do not know 
but it may now be &id, that Taxes may be impofed, or 
the King may be enabled to impofe a Tax by a Yote, or 
by an Addreib from both Houfes of Parliamenc ; I am fore 
it may be faid, that this Method of obtaining the Confent 
of Parliament is as fofficient for the railing of Money as it 
is for the raifing of an Army : Indeed if we agree to the 
Proportion now before as, it will feem to infinaate as 
mnch ; for tho* we do not thereby exprefly impower his 
Majefly to impofe a Tax, yet we are to empower him to 
borrow Money, for the Re-payment of which fome Tax or 
another moft be impofed next Seffion of Parliament ; and J. 
do not know bat the Gradation will be found more eafy 
than fimie People at prefent feem to apprehend ; for us ,io^ ,; 
proceed from impowering the Crown, by way of a Vote 
or an Addrefs to raife Money by a Loan, to that of im- 
powering the Crown by way of a Vote or Addrefs, to rai& 
Money by any Tax the Crown ihall think fit to impofe. 

' As to the Mattny-Bill, my Lords, I really did not take . 
particular Notice of the Bill laft paiTed in this Hoafe : 
Th^t Bill is now become fo much a Bill of Courfe, that I 
never once doaBted its being in the fame Words with other 
Bills of that Nature formerly pafled in Parliament, and 
therefore I did not read ic with that Attention which I 
ought to have done ; but I am fare that in fome former 
BiUs of the fame Nature, the Number of Forces to be kept 
up was mentioned to be fomany, and A^^ more: Whether 
the Words Na more be in the laft Bill I cannot determine i 
but grant they are not, I am perfuaded fome Lord of this 
Houfe, or fome Member of the other would have taken No« 
tice of their having been left out, if it had not been thought' 
that ^ey mail neceilarily be underftood : And I thmk 
every Man has good Reafon to fuppofe, that no greater 
Number of the Subjr^ of England can be fubjeded to the 
Martial- Law than the Number mentioned in that Bill, whe- 
ther the Words No more be added or not. It is certain that 
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hM, ifdm^ It m 1^ {>re(f nted to the King ibr )u5 CoBfeat ; Anno?. Geo.I^ 
' od ttm a( lift k njoft have the Royal A^ot befoje it cao J7^t 

K loojged od a9 ^ Law of this I^ingdom, or as a ^guJatiog ^ 

' Q wiucb th^ Pafliaipepc ha$ given Its CooficA^^ TbeicForioi 

nd Methods of proceeding in Parliampat were wifely eft^* 

lUibed by our Anceftqrs^ to give Tiise to every Geaflemaa 

- i| either Hpu^ ip biP fully appriied of what he w^ alaoii^ 

Q coofider m^ttorely f^U the Confipquepcfi of what was pro^ 

robi, ^ ^ven to confult and advife with his Friepds, be* 

-ore he flioiild l^e oUigpd to deteriniae himfelf as |o either 

«, " iideof (he Qfcftipn i ^d if f ver this Method ihould b? al? 

... tndp if nva tke Do^rine ihould take Place, that we qay 

^ .. ib as much by « Vote as we can do by a Bill, our Conftitar 

... ion will hfi sypopi the noft precarious Foptii^ : Both Houfes 

. )f ParliiinQ^ >pay be furprized into a Thing whif:!^ it will 

.. . levsr be in the Power of the Nation to retrieve ; nay, I do 

. .' ittt know hfit fome Day or another bpth Honfiu of Psjliai- 

^ -ateat «ia|r be brought in by Surprife to furrender ap to the 

, ; Grown sJl ^ Rights^ Liberties;^ and Privileges gf their 

„ V. CfOOAtiy by on^ fingle Vote. 

r^. f There is fi very great Difierencc, my Lords, b^tweei^ 
''.;!^,lllticipafeed Projpaifes and future Provi£ons. The firft is a 
'^Z momng in I)pb|, the other is a paying of readj^ Money for >\^ 
; ,r irbat we have } *nd the Nature of Mankind is fuch, th^t^^A- 
' ''^ «oft Men arc ^pt to b^ more extravagant when th^y live apr • ;" 
f;^- m Credit Uian wfhen they pay rcacly Money Sox evciy Thin j * 
iv 5; they harcu This Nation has already fuffcred fever^y by the 
; '^fccmer Fradice, and therefore I wifli we wontd begin (9 
'^^'^^ tkin^ of followiog the latter only for the future ; But ther^ 
'i^.k thb fortber Difference between the Parliament's providing 
' '^. - afterwardsi for wh^t the Nation has been obliged necefiarily 
'r^/ Co expend, and promifing before hand to provide for wh^ 
;;^f,;'lhe Adminiftration may thereafter think themfelves necefla- 
;'-;,'j>nly ohiigfid to ci^Qd^ that in the firft Cafe the Honour of 
' ^r t^rliamfo^t 14 QO W^Y fngaged ro the Creditors of the Pub* 
^v; lick; aod if the Nation mould be idly and extravagantly 
;1 run into l>6b$, i believe i^e Parliaqpent wou]t4 not think 
'|V thcnielvca s^y way obliged to ps^ the Debts which ^^4 
V/ c heat fo coqtra^led, efpecially, becaufe in fuch a Cafe il| i^ay 
'l^r he fttppo(ed» that tbpie, who hid upon fuch an Acco^nt bcr 
'^'^:^ come the Creditors of the Publick, would generally cooiift of 
the Creature^ and Favourites, perhaps the Truftees of the 
Miniflers $ bwt in the latter Caie the Parliament ftands en« 
//7^ gaged fcr all the Debts that (ha^ be. comraded, whether 
de ^^ the fixpeoc^ was necefCiry or not : The^ving ot anticip^t^ 
r ^^ cd Proniiiies, is giving a previous Credit to MiniAers, ix i^ 
W :A patting a ParliaiQeQtvy Truft in them, it is neally vefting ia thq 
her MiniAers.a J^arljao^ni^ry Authority^ by which VfiS^y innocent 
0'\ pri- 
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ikitto7.Geb.n.noPa^6f the Cdttinotft lA^^ modi \^ Mngia Cbgi/fu^ 
1734* or any other exprefs Statate, can be repealed hot by Ad of 
L>^*VN^ ParNaAent : I hope it #iH not be faki chat any one of the 
fbnding Laws of England can be repealed by a Vote or an 
Addren from both Houfes of ParHamenty tho* I do not 
know indeed bat even thi» Dofbrine may hereafter be in- 
iifted on a§ a natara) Confequence of the D'tdlrioe this Day 
adtraneed in this Hooft. 

« However, my Lo^^, I hope we fhsdl not this Day ad* 
vsmce fb hx in oUr new Improvements $ and therefore it 
nraft be allowed, that no private Man can be ftripc of tUofe 
LifoertiefcAd Privileges which he enjoys by Mdgad Cbarfm, 
a^d many othtfr Statutes, withoat a new hhr made for that 
Parpofe f aiid I hope it will be granted, that whatever ge- 
nera! Words are In any Statute, which are or may feem to 
be contrary to the Liberty of the Subjeft, are ahvays to be 
tarken in the moft confined Senfe ; they cannot be fe muck 
as explained, mfoch hk extended, by a Vote, or by an Ad* 
drefs of either or of both Hoafes of Parliament. I^ wilT 
Hkewife, I hope, be granted, that all thofe who are by the 
Muchiy-Brll Mjefted to the Msrtial-Law, are thereby ftiipc 
of a great many of thofe Liberties arid Privileges wlnckthcy 
/ are intitled to as Subjeds of England % and therefore if there 
ai^ any genetal Words in that Bill, for fabjeding all rirofe 
f ; to the Martial-Law who (hall thereafter inlift in buMa- 
fc^y*s Service f thefe general Words moft refer to the par- 
ticolar Nnmber of Men mentioned in the Bill, and' when 
that Ntimber is complete, no Man that lifts thereafter cav 
be ftxbje6led to the Martial Law either by a Vote or ati Ad- 
drefs ; there mud be a new Bill for that Par[k>(e, otfaefn^e 
there is not a Man in the Kingdom but may be fbnpr of 
ihoft of the valuable Privileges he enjoys as a Subjeft 6f f 4^ 
lan^^ by a fingle Vote in Parliament ; for if w^ an by s 
Vote or an Addrefs, impoWer his Majefiy to raife as* nnnv 
£and Forces as he pleafes, and (ubfed all the Forces to 
raifed to the Military Law, we certainty caO, by the fine 
Method mpower the Crown to impreft Mtn ihtothe Ser- 
vice ; and if foch a Vote (hoold be palTed, what Man in 
the Nation could hy he had an Hour*s Oertainty of enjoy-* 
ing thofe Liberties and Privileges he is ifltidedto as aSnb- 
jcft of England, 
My Lards^ 

* 'Till this Day it has always been held for an midoubted 
Troth, that the Confent of Parliament' cannot be obtained 
any other Way than by a Bill brought into either Hoofe oF 
Parliament, and regularly paiTed through both : By the Of- 
flbm of Parliament this Bill muft^ be twice read, then com>* 
mitted, and then read a third Time in each Hoofe of Farlia- 

meat. 
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^ brfi^y it P9R be preijrnted to tine King for Ids Coa&iit ; Aaopj. Oeo.it 

and tbcD ftc Uft i| »Mft i^ve the Royal A^ot before u cao ?73jh 
be loolged oq 99 4 low of this ^giooij or a3 a ^galatiog ^"^^ 
to wbicb tb>^ Parliamepc has given its Coniepc. Theie Forioi 
and Methods of proceeding in Parliament were wifely efia* 
Uilhcd by oar Anceftors^ to give Time to every Genflf maa 
of estber {louijp Xp bp fully appriied of vybat be w^ abpuTt 
tt> coofider matorely 9II the Conf^quences of what was pro* 
po(e4* an^ cyiBP to confult and advife with bis Frieiids^ be* 
fare be Bippld l^e obliged to determine bimfelf as to either 
Side of the Qs^<^° « ^^ if ever this Method ihould b? ^r 
teiai, if isver the Do^rine fhoald t^ke PJaoe, that we n^y 
do as much by a Vote as we can do by a Bill, our Conftitu? 
tioo will he ujpofi the moft precarious Footii^ : Both Hooies 
of ParliameDt i^ay be lorprized into a Thing whic]^ it will 
aefcr 1^ in tbe Power of the Nation to retrieve ; nay, I do 
dot know b^t fome Day or another bpth Hooies of Parlia^ 
ment ipajr be lyrpaght in by Surprife to fiirrender op to the 
prown all ihp Rights^ Liberties, and Privileges gf their 
Cbontiy by on^ (ingle Vote. 

f There is a very great Diffierence, my Lords, betweei^ 
9nticip%tied Promifes and future Provifions. The firS is ^ 
puming in Dpb|» the other is a paying of ready Money for >^ 
what we have i 9f^ the Nature of Mankind is fuch, tlu^t,,,A- 
moft Men arc 9>pt to be more extravagant when th^y live lip^ ; ^:^ 
on Credit ;han wbcn they pay ready Money for eveiy Thin|^ ' 
they have. This Natipn has already fufiered feverely by the 
Ibtmer Pradice, and therefore I wiih we wonid begin t^ 
thinly; of following tbe latter only for the futore : But thei^ 
b this foni^r Difference between the Parliament's providing 
afterwaucds fojr what the Nation has been obliged neceflarily 
CO expend, and promifing before hand to provide for wh^ 
the Adminiftration may thereafter think tbemfclves necefla- 
rily obli|^ to es^nd, that in the Bt& Cafe the Honour of 
Parliament is np way engaged to the Creditors of the Pub* 
lick ; and if the Natmn Su)nld b^ idly and extravagantly 
ivm <<lto Debt» I believe ti^e Parliaqpent wpu],d not think 
tbesnfetres avoy way obliged to pay the Debts which ba4 
lieea fo contra^e4, efpecially , becaufe in fuch a Cafe it npajr 
be ifippofed* that tbpfe, who hid upon foch an Account bcr 
^ome the CtoUtors of the Publick, would generally cooiift of 
the Greatnrea and Favourites, perhaps the Truflees of the 
Minifters ; bul in the latter Ca& the Parliament (lands en* 
yiged for all thf Debts that (hall be. comraaed, whether 
tike Expeoc^ was nece^Ciry or not : The giving of anticip%to 
cd Proooiiies. is giving a previous Credit to Minifters, ir is 
potting a Par.Man^entary Truft in th^m, it is r^ly veiling in th« 
MiAifters.al^arl^aQienfitry Authority, by wbich many innocent 

prs- 



Anno 7. Geo.II. private Men may be encouraged and drawn in to lend dbem 
1734* their Money, and therefore the Honour of Parliament ftands 
engaged to repay that Money to the publick Creditors, with- 
out any Regard whether it has been neceffiirily expended for 
the Benefit of the Publick or not. 

' I fhall readily grant, my Lords, that if in Confeqnence 
of fuch anticipated Promifes' the Minifters fhould ran the Na- 
tion into an unneceflary Expence, the next Parliament might 
{)unifh the Minifters who had advifed fuch Meafares ; but 
fuppofe fuch Miniflers were actually hanged up, as they cer- 
tainly would deferve, would that make good the Damage 
the Nation had fuftained ? Their Suflerings might perhaps 
make fome Holy Days for the Populace : But can we fuppofe 
that their Eftatet would be fufiicient to reimborfe the Pub- 
lick, or to facisfy the Debts with which they had loaded the 
Publick; by Means of the Credit imprudently given to them 
by Parliament ? Surely there is more Wifdom in not patting 
it in a Man*s Power to betray his Truft, than there is in 
fool ilhly and needlefsly repofing a great Trufl in a Man, 
whereby he is not only enabled, but perhaps tempted to 
cheat one ; and then hanging him for doing fo. This is 
really the prefent Cafe ; the giving fuch an unlimited Credit 
to Minifters, is really laying tliem under a very great 
Temptation to defraud the Publick. We know, my Lords, 
how natural it is for Men to hope for Impunity ; nay, we 
know how difficult it is even for Parliaments to bring great 
and high Criminals to condign PuniOiment ; and fuch a 
Power and Credit as are now propofed to be given, may af- 
ford a Precedent, by which fome future Minifter may be 
enabled to put it abfolutely out of the Power, both of the 
Parliament and the People, ever to punifh him, or any fuch 
as him thereafter. 

* The Power and the Credit now propofed for us to give 
are. my Lords, at all Times dangerous, but much more fo 
when granted at the very End of a Parliament, and juft 
before a new Eled^ion. I do not believe that any bad Ufe 
will be made of the unlimited Credit now propofed to be gi- 
ven i it is not to be fuppofed that a bad Ufe can be made of 
any Powers we give uhder'his Majefty*s wife Adminiftration; 
but I do not know what may happen hereafter : If we flio«dd 
ever chance to have an ambitious Prince upon the Throne, 
or a weak Prince under the fole Management of a eailty 
and wicked Minifter, a Precedent may \x made of what is 
now propofed, the fame unlimited Powers may be then ob- 
tained from an expiring Parliament, under the Pretence of 
defending the Nation againft imaginary and unknown Dan- 
gers, but really in order doubly to arm that Prince or Mi« 
nifter againft our Conftitution : That is to fay» to fiuniih 

him 
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him with Money to be laid oat in procoring a Majority of Anno 7.Geo. II. 
the Creatares and Slaves of the Adminiftratipn to be return- 
ed for theenfuing Parliament ; but in ca/e he (hould fail of ^ 
Sacceis in that Attempt, to furniih him with fuch a Standing 
Army as might be fufficient to protect him againfi the high- 
eft Refentment of the new Parliament, or to fupport him 
without any Parliament at all. If the firft Project fhould 
fttcceed ; if he fhould by Bribery get a Parliament to his 
Mind, fuch a Parliament we may believe would certainly 
conclude with a like Vote of Credit, in order to chufe the 
next ; and thus a tyrannical Adminiflration, and a ilavxih 
Parliament would for ever be entailed upon this Nation. 
Bat fuppofe he ihould fail in his Projed of Bribery, he 
would then have Recourfe to his Army, and might thereby 
fupport himfelf without any Parliament at all ; for furely 
no Man can foppofe that a Prince or MiniHer, with a nume- 
rous Standing- Army, entirely nnder his Dir^ion, and com- 
manded by fuch CMficers only as he ihall pleafe to appoint, 
will ever want Money to fupport that Army, or to anfwer 
the other Demands of his Government : As long as the Par- 
liament complies with all his Requefts, he will accept of 
what Money he wants in a legal Way ; but if the Parlia- 
ment ihonld once begin to refufe, he will thence refolve to 
raife that Money in an illegal Way, which he finds he can- 
not have in a legal. 

< This, I hope, my Lords, is not the Defign at prefent ; 
but as what is now propofed may give Encouragement to 
the forming of fuch Defigns, and may be made a Prece- ^ 

dent for rendering that Defign fuccefsful ; therefore I muft 
be for difagreeing with the Motion.* 

The EaH P$uiet fpoke next in favour of the Motion, then H. Poulet. 
the Earl of Mesford, and after him the Duke of Montrofe,'^ of Aylwford. 
ipoke both agamft the Motion : 

Then Lord Talbot * fpoke as follows: 
My Lords f 

* The prefent Situation of the Affairs of Europe is fo well 
known to every Lord in this Houfe, that it is very unne- 
cefTary to give any particular Account of them : Confider- 
ing the dangerous and heavy War now a&ually begun, 
and the many Powers engaged in that War, it is certain 
that fome Accidents may occur which may threaten this 
Nation with great and imminent Dangers : This was, we 
may fuppofe, the Occafion of the prefent McfTage from his 
Majeily to this Houfe ; and it mud be granted, that this 
was a mod weighty Reafon for fending fuch a MefTage i 
but as by that MefTage his Majefty defircs no Powers but 
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Anno7.Geo.n. what were before veiled in him, therefore we are to look 
>734* upon it onJy as an Applicaiion from his Majcfly for the Ad- 

"^ vice of his Parliament, with relation to what may be thought 
mod proper to be done at fuch a critical Jundlure ; and the 
Addrefs propofed by the noble Duke is, in my Opioion, 
the moft dutiful and the moft proper Return we can make 
to fuch a gracious MeiTage. 

* If, without (ending any fuch MeiTage to Parliament^ 
the Minillers, in cafe of an abfolute NeccfTity, had aug- 
mented our Forces both by Sea and Land, and had bor- 
rowed Money for that Purpofe, can it be doubted but that 
the next Parliament would have approved of fuch Mea- 
fures, and would have provided for fuch Expence ? But if 
the/ ihould augment our Forces either by Sea or Land, or 
put the Nation to any Expence, without an apparent Ne- 
ceiiity for fo doing, is there any Thing in the Addrefc pro* 
pofcd that can tend to juftify them for fuch a Piece of Mlf- 
management ? Will not the next Parliament be left as fully 
at Liberty to punifli them, as if no fuch MeiTage had ever 
been fent to Parliament, nor any fuch Addrefs prefented by 
Parliament to the King ? 

' I will grant, my Lords, that by the Addrefs propofed 
the Miaiflers may have a little more Credit among the Peo- 
ple than otherwife they might have had. I will allow that 
the Honour of Parliament will, by the Addrefs propofed, 
be engaged to provide for the Expence that may be incur- 
red, and to repy the Money that may be borrowed on that 
Account, whether it iball Appear that fuch Expence was 
neceilary or not ; but this is the very Reafon that I am 
for the Propofition made to us : Surely in fuch a dangerous 
Situation as the Affairs of Europi are in at prefent, the Na- 
tion is not to be left defencelefs, for fear a bad UCe fliould 
be made of the Powers granted for providing for its De- 
fence. Shall we refufe a reafonable Credit or reafonable 
Powers to our Government, and thereby expofe the Nation 
to be invaded or over -run by a foreign Enemy, and our Go- 
vernment perhaps entirely fubverted, only for fear that hy 
granting fuch a Credit the Nation may perhaps be brought 
into a little unnecefiary Expence, or for Fear our Minifters 
ihould make a bad Ufe of that Trull which we repofe in 
them ? My Lords, it is abfolutely neceilary at all Times 
and in all Countries, to put fome Truft in thofe who are 
appointed to adrainiiler the Affairs of the Publick i with- 
out fome fuch Truft it would be impoilible for any Go- 
vernment to fubfift ; and the greater Danger a Country is 
in, the more Truft muft the People ncceiTarily repofe ia 
their Governors. 
*' But there is another Confideratioo which is of greater 

Weight 
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Weight with me : His Majefty tclb oi* he has nothing Annoy. Geo. II. 
more at Heart than to fee the Flame of War extinguiOied ; '734* 
and as it is to be hoped his Majefiy will fucceed in his En- 
deavours that Way» before the Flame come to fuch a 
Height, as (hat we may be neceflarily obliged to involve 
oaHelvei in it^ there is nothing can tend more towards mak- 
ing his Majefty*s Endeavours ruecefsful, than to convince all 
the Powers now engaged in War, that there is a perfe6l 
Harmony fabMing between his Majefiy and his Parlia- 
ment ; that we repofe an entire Confidence in his Majefty*s 
Wifdom and Condud ; and that we will be ready upon 
all Occafions to fupport thofe Meafares which his Majeily 
may £nd himfclf obliged to take: And is there aq^ Thing 
can be a greater Teftimony of all this to Foreigners than 
our agreeing to' the Addre& now propofad ? This will con- 
vince evtry one of them, that in caie any of them by their 
Obdinacy (hall provoke his Majefiy to declare againft 
them» be will fall upon them with the whole Power of this 
Nation ; and when the united Force of this Nation is 
thrown into the Scale, the Weight of it is well known to 
all the Powers in Europe. 

* A^ to the Method of granting the Power or the Cre- 
dit now afked for, there b nothing new in it ; it is what has 
often been praf^ifed before, and is now the more neceflary, 
becaufe it is proper the Parliament (hould be foon diiTolved^ 
and we do not know what may happen before it may be 
poffible for the new one to aflemble. *Tis true, the pre- 
fent Parliament does not of itfelf expire by the Stftenniai 
Bill till the Month of September or OSober next, fo thac 
there is not any abfolute Neceffity for calling a new Parlia- 
ment before that Tim^ ; but the fooner a new Parliament 
is called I believe it will be the better ; for tho' a new 
Parliament can do nothing but what the prefent may do» 
yet there is fuch a Thing as the Complexion of a Parlia- 
ment to be confidered ; and if the new Parliament (hall ap- 
pear to be as much devoted to his Majedy as the prefent, it 
will (hew that there is a perfed Harmony fubfills between 
his Majefiy and his People in general i and the new Par- 
liament being to continue for feven Years, it muH add a 
much greater Weight to his Maje(ly-s Councils, and to his 
Negotiations Abroad, than can be expelled from a Parlia- 
Bient which Js so expire in (ix Months. 

• Therefore, txky Lords, as there is n6thing new or ex- 
trac^dinary in the Addre(s propofed, as I think it the mod 
proper Return can be made, and fuch a Retarn as we ought 
in Duty to make to his Majefiy's mod gracious Meflage ; 
and as I think it abfolutely necefTary for the Safety of the 
Nation, and for rendering his Majcfly's Endeavours for re- 

1734. M m a ciUblifhing 
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Aimo7.Geo.ll.cfiabIi(hing the Tranquility oi Europe fuccersful, I Ihall 

1734* give my Confent to it. 
^— * "V*"""^ Then the Lord Carteret faid, 
U Carteret. j^y j^^j,^ 

* It IS not to be denied, it has not in this. Debate been 
denied, but that the Parliament may grant, and have for- 
merly, tho* but very feldom, granted iome extraordinary 
Powers to the Crown when it has been made appear to 
tl^em that the Nation has afluallv been in any great and 
imminent Danger ; bat to take luch an extraordinary Seep, 
to grant fuch extenfive and unlimited Powers to the 
Crown, when it is not fo much as pretended that the Na- 
tion is in any imminent Danger, I will aver to be not on- 
ly a new but a moft dangerous Precedent. To tell us 
that the Nation may be in Danger, and therefore we muft 
grant fuch a Power as is now demanded, is certainly fome- 
thing very extraordinary : It is a Reafon for granting fuch 
Powers that will always exift ; and in my C^inion it al- 
ways will, and always ought to be more prevalent when 
our Neighbours are all at Peace with one another, than 
when they are deeply engaged in a War s for if ever any 
Quarrel (hoaldarife betwixt us and any of them, if ever any 
of them fhould conceive Hopes of Advantage from making 
an Invafion upon us, it is cerUin they will be in a better 
Condition, and more eafily induced to revenge that Quar- 
rel, or to make an Invafion, when they are no way engag- 
' ed elfewhere, than when they are deeply engaged in a War 
* with feme other Nation, and have Ufe for all the Forces 

they can raife in a quite different Part of the Worlds 

' I do not know, my Lords, but that there may be Ooca* 
fion for patting the Nation into a better State of Defence 
than it is in at prefent ; bat I am convinced that Occaiioa is 
not now fo prefiing but that it may be done in a regular Par- 
liamentary Way. To pretend that the putting of an abfo- 
lute Power into the Hands of the Crown will give Weight 
to his Maje[ly*s Councils, and to his Negociations Abroad, 
is to fuppofe that Foreigners know much lefs of our Cbnfli- 
tution, or of the Temper of cur People than they really do : 
Perhaps Ways and Means may be found to prevail upon a 
Parliament to do fo, but our Neighbours know that it is con- 
trary to the Nature of our Conflitution ; from thence they 
will moil juflly cor.clude, that fuch a Meafure will render 
the Generality of the People difaiFe£ted, and this of Courfe 
will diminifh the Weight of his Majefty*s Negociations A- 
brond, and will make Foreigners much more ready both to 
infulc an J invade us, than we can fuppofe they would other- 
wire be. 
' I will admit, my Lords, that his Majefty has a Power 

oi 
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cf providing for the Safety of the Nation during the Inter- Anno 7. Geo.II. 
val of Parliament ; bnt that Power mufl be very moderate- i734« 
ly ufed, and certainly, in Cafe of any fudden Danger, the Ci-*^v-***J 
Parliainent is to be called together as ibon as poflible. If 
during the Recefs of Parliament it fhoald be difcovered that 
the Nation were threatened with any imminent Danger, his 
Majeily may immediately ifliie oat the proper and neceJTary 
Orders for augmenting his Forces both by Sea and Land« and 
he may borrow what Money may be immediately necefTary 
for that Purpofe ; but upon any fach Occafion it is certain* 
that his Majefty onght at the fame Time to iiTue a Procla- 
mation ordering the Parlian»ent to aflcmble forthwith, and 
whoever fhoald advife him otherwife would be to the higheft 
Degree criminal, and would deferve the fevt reft Puoifhmenc. 
As npon any fach Occafion the Parliament might meet in a 
very few Weeks, we cannot fuppofe that any extraordinary 
Sums conld be wanted in lb fhort a Time : And as his Ma- 
jefty enjoys the Hearts and the AfFeflions of the People, 
their Purfes wilt always be open to him upon any Emergency 
when the Danger is apparent, efpecially when, they fee the 
Parliament fummoned to meet, from which they may expert 
immediate Reimbariement : Indeed when pretended and 
imaginary Dangers are invented by Minifters only for their 
own Ends, it is not to be fuppofed that they can borrow 
much Money from the Pec^e without a previous Authority 
from the Parliament for fo doing ; therefore there never can 
be any Occafion for fuch a previous Authority in the Time of 
real Danger ; as the granting of fuch a previous Authority ^ 

can ferve only for. enabling Minifters to load the Publick 
wh^ there is no real Danger to be apprehended, as the 
granting of fiich previous Authorities may fome Time or 
other enable a Prince or Minifter to overturn our Conftituti- 
on, no fuch ought ever, in my Opinion, to be granted ; but 
if ever any fuch is to be granted, it ought to be granted in 
a regular Parlfamentary Manner, and not in the Manner now 
propoied, efpectally when even thofe that aik for it in fuch 
an extraordinary a Manner, cannot fo much as fay chat the 
Nation is in any imminent Danger.' 

The Earl of Starborough fpoke next for the Queftion, and ^- ®^ ScaAo- 
thcn the Earl of 7Az; fpoke as follows: E.T/my, 

My LorJSf 
* The Affair now before us I take to be an Affair of the 
Qtmofl Confequence ; it is an Affair in which the Safety of 
this Nation, and the Honour and Dignity of the Crown arc, 
I think, deeply concerned ; and therefore I am furprifcd to 
hear it treated by fome Lords in fo ludicrous a Manner : 
Such a Method of treating any Subjedl ought never, 1 think, 
to be made ufe of or admitted into any of the Debates in 

this 
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Anno 7. Geo. II, this HoDfe^ bat is ftill more improper when made Ufe of in 
'734* a Debate of fo very great Confequence as the prefent. 
'^' ~* "^ * Tho' this Nation, my Lords, may not perhaps, at this 
Tery Inftant, be expofed to any immediate Danger, tho* we 
are not as yet any Way engaged to uke a Share in the. pre- 
fent War, yet it is highly probable that we may at tail be o- 
bliged to engage ourfelyes in order to preferve that Balance of 
Power upon which the Liberties of Em-pfe, and confeqoendy 
the Liberties of this Nation, abfolately depend j nay it is 
certain, that we mull at laft engage in the War, in Gale his 
Majefty cannot by his Authority, and by the Weight which 
his Councils may have in Foreign Courtti oblige the con- 
tending Parties each to yield up fome of their Preteofions, 
and all to fubmit to the juit Propofals which he may think 
proper to make for reftoring the Tranqaility of £mrtpe. 
Therefore, my Lords, in order to increaie his Majefly^s Au- 
thority, in order to give his Councils that Weight which 
they ought always to have in Foreign Courts, we ought to 
agree to the Propofition now made to usi for if the Powers 
now engaged in W^r fee that his Majefty has an entire Con- 
fidence put in him by his Parliament, and that this Nation 
is, in all Evenu, well provided, not only for its Defence, but 
for falling with great Vigour upon that Power, or that Side 
which ihall, by their Obflinacy, provoke his Majefty *s Re- 
fcntmenc, it will add a prevailing Weight to thofe Negoci- 
ations, which his Majeily (hall find it neceflary to enter into, 
and thereby the Balance of Power may be preiervcd, the 
Tranquility of Europe may be reftored, without this Nati- 
on's being at all obliged to take any Share in the War, and 
perhaps without laying his Majefty under a Neceifity of mak- 
ing any great Ufe of thofe Powers, which are now propofed 
to be granted to him : Whereas if the Powers now aiked 
for ihould be refufed, it will make Foreigners believe that 
neither the Parliament nor the Nation can pot any great 
Confidence in his Majefty*s Condud, and ooi^equently they 
will have little or no Regard to any Propofition his Majefty 
may make to them, by which thib Nation will at laft be ne- 
ceHarily drawn into the War, and will thereby be expofed to 
great Dangers and many LofTes, and pat to an infinite Ex- 
pence. 

* The Eyes of all Europe are ^d, my Lords, upon the 
Meafures to be taken by tiiis Nation in the preient Con- 
juncture, and if either of the Parties now engaged in War 
fhoutd begin to fufped that we were to fiill in with the o- 
ther, to oppofe any of their Defigns, or to pot a Check to 
the Succefs of their Arms, they would immediately, and 
with as much Difpatch and Secrecy at poftible, attempt to 

make 
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make an Invafion opon as, efpecially if they faw that we Anno 7. Gco.lL 
were no Way provided aeainft them : Thefe Sufpicions and ^3 4^ 
Jealoufies may arife without any Foundation, they may ^ 
begin to fofped that his Majefty has refblved and is prep ring 
to join agaioft them, before any fuch Refolution be really 
taken, or any Preparations made for that Purpofe. 'Tis 
true, his Majefty may not perhaps be obliged to declare him- 
fclf openly on either Side tin he has had Time to take the 
Advice and Affiftance of a new Parliament, and to make 
proper Provifioos for the Defence of the Nation ; but it is 
impoffible to foreiee how or when fome of our Neighbours 
may begin to fufpefl that we have fuch a Defign, ana there- 
fore it IS neceilary for us immediately to prepare, at leaft to 
put ourfelves in a proper Pofture of Defence, and to furniih 
his Majefty with the Powers neceftary for that Purpofe. 

' I am furprifed to hear it faid, that our Neighbours will 
always, even in Time of Peace, be in as good a Condition 
to execute a Defign fuddenly againft us, as they are at pre- 
fcnt. In Time of Peace, fome few of their Forces mav 
perhaps be qua^ter^d upon their Sea Coafts, but then the4 
Forces are always, for the Convenience of CJuarters, fepa- 
rated and difperfed in fuch a Manner, as to put it out of 
their Power to affemble any great Number, at any one 
Place, upon their Coeft, without giving us juft Ground for 
uking the Alarm, and fuiEcient Time to provide againft 
them : Whereas, at prefcnt, they may march a great De- 
tacbnaent from their Army, and that Detachment may be 
arrived at a proper Place for embarking, before it is poffible 
for us to know what Route they have taken, or to fufpe6t 
that they are defigned againft us. In Time of Peace their 
Men of War are all laid up in their Harbours, their Seamen 
are difperfed, and many Materials are wanting before a large 
I'leet can be fitted out ; and therefore it is impofTible to ima- 
gine, tHat any of our Neighbours can then be in fuch Rea« 
dicefs to make a fudden Invaiion upon us, as they are at pre- 
fcot» when moft of their Ship of War are ready fitted out, 
well mann'd, and provided with every Thing neceilary for 
failing upon any Expedition. 

' For thefe Rcalons, my Lords, I muft conclude, that we 
are now irigreater Danger of being invaded, than we can 
ever be in Time of Peace, and if I mould refufe to grant the 
Powers now aflted for,' I (hould really think myfclf criminal : 
/fa Servant, who knew that his Mafter's Houfc was in Dan- 
ger of being attacked by Thieves, fliould leave the Door 
<:>pen, in Order to give them an eafy Opportunity of enter- 
ing, to murder the Family and plunder the Houfc, I ftiould 
chiuk fuch a Servant more guilty than any of the Thieves 
" ' them* 
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Aono 7. Gco.II. themfelves ; aod if I fhould refufe to give my Confent to the 

1734- Refolution propofedy and an Invafion fliould be afterwards 

^ "^V"^'"^ fuddcniy made upon us, and this Nation thereby involved in 

War and Confaiion, I fiioald look upon myfelf to be in the 

very Cafe of fuch a Servant, and therefore guilty of one of 

the moft heinous Crimes that can be committed againft my 

Country. 

The Earl of Wincbei/ea Jini Nottingham fpoke next. 

W ^^""^" ' ^^^ "<^^^<5 ^f^s ^^® ^*^* ^P^^ *° Support of the Re- 
folution propofed to us, have all fpoke, as if this Nation 
were no Way provided for its Defence, which really to me, 
my Lords, feems to be fomething very furpriiiog. I cannot 
comprehend what we have been doing in all the former Part 
of this SefTion of Parliament, if we have not already provid- 
ed fufficiently againft any Invafion that can be fecretly and 
X fudden ty made upon os. Have we notrefolved to keep up a 
very numerous Army of Land Forces in this Ifland, befides the 
numerous Army kept up in the neighbouring Ifland, which 
m^y be brought over upon any Emergency to our Affiflance ; 
and from all thefe, cannot we in a few Days form an Army 
of regular Troops ? I am fure much greater than any Army 
of Foreigners that can be fent by Surprife to invade us. Sure- 
ly no Lord in this Houfe can imagine, that fb numerous an 
. Army mull always be kept up in this Ifland, even in the 
Time of the moft profound Tranquility : Nay, if we were 
actually engaged in War, I hope, it would not be thought 
neceflary to keep always fuch a Number of regular Forces 
at Home, in Order to guard our own Dominions againft In- 
vaiions ; I hope it would in fuch a Cafe be thought, that we 
might fafely fend a great Part of them Abroad, in Older to 
carry the War into the Territories of our Enemies, otherwife 
any War we may hereafter engage in, roufl become very 
chargeable and burthenfome to the Nation. But befides the 
Land Army we have already provided, have we not already 
made a wety great Addition to the Number of our Seamen, 
and have not we thereby already enabled his Majefly to fit 
out a Fleet much Superior to any Squadron that can be fent 
againft us ? From all which I muil Conclude, my Lords, that 
we have already fufficiently provided for the Safety and De- 
fence of the Nation, againd any fudden and onexpef^ed At- 
• tack tliat can be made upon us ; and if his Majefly fhould 
think fit to join either of the Parties now engaged in the' War; 
if any Foreign Power fhould declare War againft us, or if 
any of our Neighbours fhould openly prepare to invade us, 
his Majefty would have Time enough to call the Parliament 
together, and thereby wc would have an Opportunity of pro- 
riding 
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ding in a regala r Parlimentary Way for whatever fhould be Anno 7. Geo.Il« 
houghc proper cither for OfFence or Defence. ^ !l^ll 

* I hope, my Lords, I Ihall always be as ready as any 
Lord in this Houfc, to put all proper Confidence in his Ma- 
jelly : I am upon the prefent Occafion extremely willing to 
llrengthen his Majefly'a Hinds as much as pofTible, in order 
to add Weight to Jiis Negotiations, and to enable him to re- 
florc by his Influence the Tranquility of Europe, or to pre- 
ferveby his Power the Liberties of Europe ; but is there no 
Way of prefcrving the Liberties of Europe, without making 
a Sacrifice of the Liberties of Gnat Britain F Are we, under 
fuch a Pretence, to give up the Rights of Parliament ? Are 
we to put an abfolute and unlimited Power, and by fuch an 
extraordinary Method too, into the Hands of his Mnjelly^s 
Miniftcrs ? No, my Lords, no fuch Power can ever be necef- 
fary ; I hope this Houfe will never agree to any fuch Mini- 
flerial Demand ; for the prefent I mutt look upon as fuch : 
1 {hall always look upon fuch extenfive Demands as coming 
from the Mioillers only ; they may be neceflary for the pro- 
teding of guilty Miniilers, but th'?y can never be necelTary 
for preferving the Honour or the Dignity of the Crown.- 

* The King has, no Doubt, a Power to make what Trea- 
ties, and to enter into what Negotiations he may think pros- 
per ; and if the Nation (hould happen to be threatened with 
any immediate Attack, he may, and I hope always will take 
the proper Meafares for preventing or defeating that Attack : 
In all fuch Cafes it is not to be doubted but the Parliament 
will approve of what has been done, when they come to ex- 
amine into the Meafures fo taken, and find that they were 
wifely concerted, and necefTary for the End propofed ; but 
if the contrary (hould appear ; if it fhould appear that diHio- 
nourable and inconfidenc Treaties have been concluded ; that 
ridiculous Negotiations have been fet on Foot, and riclicu- 
loufly carried on ; that the Nation has been fometimes ex- 
pofed to Dangers and Infults without any jud Caufe, and of- 
ten put to great Expence when no Danger could poflibly be 
apprehended ; has not the Parliament, in fuch a Cafe, a 
Power ? Are they not in Honour, in Duty to their Country, 
bound to enquire into fuch MifconJud, and to punifii the 
Authors of fuch knavifh or fuch fooliih Councils ? And (halt 
we, my Lords, thus before-hand approve of wiiatever Ne- 
gociations or Treaties the Minillers may be pleafcd to advife 
his Majefty to enter into or conclude ? Shall we thus give an 
anticipated Promife to provide for whatever Expcncc the 
Miniftersmay pretend to think neceffary for the Nation's De- 
fence ? No Miniltcrs ought to defirc fuch an implicite Faith 
to be placed in their future Management, andl cannot think 
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Anno 7<Geo. II. that theprefent, by their late Conda6l, deferve any fach ex- 
'734- ^ uaordinary Confidence. 

'' * With refpcdl to thofc who may becooae Creditors of the 

Publick, the Difference betwixt an anticipated Promife and 
' a poller ior Approbation has been already fully explained : 
It has by both Sides been admitted, that the Honour of Par- 
liament in the firft Cafe ftands engaged to the Creditors of 
the Publick, whether the Expence incurred may be thought 
neceflary or not ; but in the laft Cafe the Honour of Parli- 
ament does not Hand engaged, unlefs it appear to them that 
the Expence was neceflarily incurred. But I muft likevriie 
take Notice, my Lords, that it is the fame with refped to a- 
ny Treaties that may be entred into : When the Parliament 
grants before hand fuch full Powers as are at prefent deman- 
ded, the Honour of Parliament Hands engaged to fee fuch 
Treaties punfiually performed, whether they be oonfiftent 
with the Honour and Intereft of the Nation or not ; but 
when Tjreaties are concluded without any fuch full Powers 
from Parliament, the Honour of Parliament is no Way en- 
gaged to perform them, unlefs they approve of them ; the 
moll that the Parliament or the Nation are in Honour obli- 
ged to do in that Cafe, is, to make a Sacrifice of thofe Mi- 
nifters, who engaged their Country in fuch diflionourable or 
difadvantageous Treaties ; but in the iirft Cafe I do not fee 
how the Nation could get off* from the Obligation, unlefs 
it were by making a Sacrifice of all thofe Members of either 
Houfe of Parliament, who confented to the granting of fuch 
Powers, as well a» of ihe Miniflers themfelves. 

* I will agree that the Queilion now before us is an Affair 
of the utmod Confequence ; it is an Affair in which the 
Safety of the Nation, and the Honour and Dignity of the 
Crown are deeply concerned ; but I am convinced that the 
Safety of the Nation, and the Prefervation of the Honour 
and Dignity of the Crown, confiil in rejefting the Propofiti- 
on now before us : In this the Safety of the Nation certain- 
ly confiils, becaufe our agreeing to the Propofition would, in 
my Opinion, be, to bring the Nation into a real Domefiic 
Danger, under the Pretence of providing againfl a Foreign 
Danger, that is either altogether imaginary, or fo diflant 
that it may eafily be provided again H without making a Sa- 
crifice of our Conflitution ; and as the Honour and Dignity 
of the Crown of Great Britain confifts in our King's being 
the King of a free People, therefore every Thing that may 
terd to encroach upon the Freedom of the People, which 
this Propofition diredlly docs, muft derogate both from the 
Honour and Dignity of the Crown. 

* I fliall likewife grant^ that the prefent Subjed ought to 
be treated in the moll ferious Manner : I am really forry to 

hear 
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hear fach Argoments foanded upon fuch pretended Dangers i Annoy. Geo. II. 
for I may venture to prophefy, that if ever the Parliament '734* 
of Grtat'BritaiM ihould come into the Pradtice of raiiing ^' * ^ 
Phantoms in the Air, as an fixcufe for their granting extra- 
ordinary Powers to Minifters of State, the Liberties of this 
Nation will then begin to fland upon a very precarious 
Footing : They will depend entirely upon the Miniilers for 
the Time being ; if they make a right U{^ of the Powers 
granted them, our Conilitution may be, during their Time, 
preferred ; bot they may, whenever they pleafe, turn thofe 
Powers towards the Overthrow of our Conilicucion ; and as 
the future Safety of Miniilers of State may very probably 
foon come to depend upon the Overthrow of our Conflituti- 
on, after our Liberties come to depend upon fuch Guardians, 
I am afraid chey will be but fhort-Hved. 

' The noble Lord who fpoke laQ told us, that the Servant 
who left his Mailer's Door open for the Thieves to enter and 
fieal, was as criminal as the Thieves themfelves : In this I 
agree with him ; but in the prefent Cafe who is the Crimi- 
nal, the treacherous Servant i We are told, that tJie Nation 
is now in no greater Danger than it was at the Beginning of 
the SefEon ; therefore we are now either in no Danger, and 
conieqaently under no Neceility of granting the Powers aJked ' 
for, or we were then in great Danger, and the Criminal, 
the treacherous Servant muft be he who then knew of that 
Danger, and yet has copcealed it from us, has concealed the 
Defign and the Approach of the Thieves, *till it is become 
impoffible for us to ihut oar Doors againft them, 'till it is be- 
come impoffible for us to guard againll the Danger from with- 
out, bat by expofingourfelves to as great Danger from within. 

Lord Heruejf fpoke next as follows : Ld Hcrvev, 

iWy Lords, 

• As fo much has been fa id in Favour of this Queflion by 
the noble Lords who have fpoke before me in the Debate, I 
fhall give you but a very little Trouble on the Subjefl. I (hall 
fuppofe, my Lords, that the Danger we may be in, is now 
neither greater nor more imminent than it was the very firft 
Day of the SefFion ; yet I think a very good and fufficient 
Reafon may be adigned, for his Majelly's being now obliged 
to make an Application to his Parliament for further 
Powers, which he did not think himfclf under any Neccffity 
to make ac the Beginning, or during the Continuance of the 
Scflion. 

* Tho' this Nation was in Danger at the Beginning of the 
Seffion, yet, my Lords, his Majclly did not think the Dan- 
ger fo imminent as to oblige him to put his People to any 
greater Expencc than what was at that Time propofcd, and 

1734. N n 2 has 
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Annoy. Geo.Il. has been provided for by Parliament. While the Parh'a- 
^7 34- inent continued fitting, his Mjjcfty had no Ufe for any far- 
ther Power, becaufe if the Danj^er fhould have approached 
nearer, or fhould have begun to appear more forroidablc, 
bis MajcHy could have immediately applied to his Parlia- 
ment lor further AMance ; but as an End is foon to be put 
to this Seflion of Parliament, as even the Parliament itfclf 
will probably foon be diifolved, the Danger may become 
more imminent, it may become more formidable before the 
next Parliament can meet ; and as his Majefty cannot, ia 
that Cafe, immediately apply to Parliament for further Af- 
fillance, therefore, as he always has the Quiet and Safety of 
his People much at Heart, he thinks himfelf obliged to aft 
for feme conditional Powers, in order that he may be enabled, 
durirg the Interval of Parliament, to do that which the Par- 
liament, if it were fitting, would moft certainly enable him 
to do as foon as he thought fit to apply for the fame ; that is 
to make fuch further Augmentation of his Forces, either by 
Sea or Land, as may be abfolutely nccelTary for the Honour 
and Defence of his Kingdoms, and to concert fuch Meafurcs 
as the Exigency of Affairs may require. 

* If the Danger, my Lords, had become, or were now 
more imminent or more formidable than it appeared at the 
Beginning of the Sefiron, his Majefiy would cenainly have 
applied for an immediate Augmentation of his Porccs both 
by Sc.i and Lir.d, and for a Provifion's bcjng made by Par- 
liament for that Purpofc ; and in fuch a Cafe whatever had 
been done by Farliamcnc mud have been done by Way of 
Bill ; but as there is no NecelFity for an immediate Augmen- 
tation, his Majelly, willing to put off as long as he can 
charging his People with any new Expence, only defires a 
Power to make that Augmentation,' in cafe it fhould become 
neccffary at a Time when he cannot poffibly have the imme- 
diate AfFiftance of his Parliament. This, my Lords, I 
mull think extremely reafonable, nay even abfolutely nccef- 
fary, confidering the prefent State of the AfFairs of Eurofr, 
and therefore 1 cannot refufemy Confent to the Propofitioa 
inaclc to us. 

Then theQuellion being put upon the Duke of Nrwcafi/e^s 
Motion, it pafsM in the AfHrmative. 

Contents z^"?- Not Contents 39 ^ ^ 
Proxies— 25 J ^ Proxies 195 ^^ 

Di/pnfUfJt' 

Becaufe we are of Opinion, that no free People fhouM, 
on any Occafion uhatever, veil in any Perfori an unlimitr. tl 

Power 
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Power for an indefinite Time ; and whenever they do, they Anno 7. GeoJI. 
at the fame Time refign ih^ir Liberty. J 7Z^ 

> AhingdoTty Cohham, Briftol, Marcbmont, Burlingtorty Litclh- 
Jitldy Wilkughhy dt Broke, GbiJjer, Clinton, Northamp^ 
ten, Straffordy Aylesford, Bathurfl.Chejhrfield, Carteret, 
Berkjhire, Oxford and Mortimer, Montr ofe, ff'ej month, 
Shajtshuryy Graham, Boyle, Stair, Ker, Coventry, 
Montjoy, Foley, Thanet, Bedford, Tweedaie, Cardigan^ 
Craven, fVincbelfea and Nottingham. 

Dljfentitnf 

*1- fiecanie we conceive an Addrcfs of this Kind, ira- Protcft again ft 
powering the Crown to raife Men and Money, without fpe-5^^ King*s being 
cifying the Numbers or the Sum, is unwarranted by anyi^^cnJhis^For- 
Precedent, and is of the moil dangerous Confequence» forces by Sm and 
itfecms to us totally to fubvert the very Foundation of our L'''nd> during the 
Conilitatiou, the Wifdom of our Anccftors having provided ^^"^^ ^^ Parlia- 
many regular Steps and foleron Forms, for granting Supplies"^ 
to the Crown ; whereas this new Method of a fudden Ad- 
drefs apon a MciTage, at once fruilrates and eludes all thofc 
wife and ancient Precautions. 

II. fiecaafe the Hiftory of feveral Countries, formerly 
free, famifiies us with many fatal Examples of the Abufe of 
fuch unlimited Powen* whenever the Eitates of thofe Coun- 
tries have transferred the legiilative Authority, of raifing 
Money, from themfelves, by an ill-plac'd Con£dence, into 
the l-iands of a few. The Cortes of Spain, by trulling the 
Power of raiiing Money, without their being alTembled, 
tho' for but one Year, and the Ertates of Trance, by allow- 
ing the Aids for the Defeoce of chat Kingdom, to be raifed 
for three or four Years together, without their being fum- 
moned to meet, have never been able to retrieve their anti- 
ent Liberties and Conllitution ; but by their weak Compli- 
ance with fuch a fatal Meafure, were the unhappy Inltru- 
ments of rendering themfelves ufelefs, and of eiiflaving their 
refpedive Countries. 

III. Becaufe, tho* we have all poiCble Confidence in his 
Majefty's Wifdom and Joftice, and all imaginable Zeal for 
the Honour and Support of his Pcrfon and Government, we 
cannot approve of a Meffage, which, we are pcriuaded, 
was both formed and advifcd by the fame Minillers, in whom 
thofe exteijfive and difcretionary Powers are lodged by this 
Addrcfs; and we fee'no Reafon, from any Experience of their 
paft OEconomy, to truil them with the arbitrary Dilpofal of 
;in nnlimiicd Sum; and as little Reafon, from the Saccils of 
their former Alliances, to give any Approbition to put Trea- 
ties, which have never been communcated to ihis iloufc, or 
a previous Sandion of any future Treaties they Hiall con- 
trad J 
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Anno 7. Geo. II. traft ; cfpccially fince, by their Multiplicity of Negociati* 
'7 34' ons, they have involved the Nation in Engagements with 
divers foreign Powers, inconfiftent, as we conceive, with 
one another ; and, in (o great a Variety, as we can by do 
Means be fure that the befl will be fingled out to be fulfilled. 

IV. Becaufe the prefent unfortunate Situation of the Af- 
fairs of Europe cannot be reprefented as unforefeen, or uncx- 
pefted i fince, from the gradual Progrefs of our Negociations 
for fome Years lafl pad, the gradual Increafe of the Diforders 
and Confufions in Europe has conftantly been foretold. We 
therefore conceive, that had there not been fome fecret Rea- 
fon for proceeding in this Manner, which Retfon we will 
rather pnfs over in Silence than attem|)t to point oat, the ne- 
cefTary Demands of Men and Money would have been laid 
before the Parliament at the Beginning of the SefEon, ac- 
cording to the ancient and regular Ufage, and which would 
as certainly have been granted by a Parliament, which has 
dillinguidied itfelf by a remarkable Zeal, Duty and Libe- 
rality to the Throne. 

V. We cannot think it prudent, in order to extricate our- 
felves out of our prefent Difficulties, to lodge thofe unlimi- 
ted, and, as we apprehend, dangerous Powers, in the Hands 
of thofe very Perfons, under whofe Management and Ood- 
da6t thefe Difficulties have been brought upon us; if, as we 
conceive, the National Debts are hardly lellenM by more 
than Twenty Years Peace ; if our fucceflive Fleets have 
proved a Terror to no Nation, and but only a Burthen to oar 
own : If our great Armies have diftorbed the Minds of none 
but his Majelty*s own Subjedls ; this extenfive Power of 
raifing Money, Fleets and Armies, feems to as improperly 
intruited in the Hands of thofe Minifters, who have made 
no better Ufe of the Confidence already repofed in them. 

VI. We would, with the utmcd Zeal, concur in whatever 
might increafe to his Majefty the Afiedions of his People 
at Home, or the Refpedt of his Neighbours Abroad : Hot 
this Zeal without Knowledge, we think, can tend to nei- 
ther of thofe dcfireable Ends, but, on the contrary, rather 
bring Contempt, as we apprehend, upon the too eafy and 
implicit Faith of Parliaments, than add Weight and Digni- 
ty to thofe Powers we lodge, without any vifible Reafon, in 
the Hands of the Miniftcrs. 

Conver, Litchfield^ Bathurft^ Cbefterfield, Foley, BrifioU 
Graham^ Wincheifea and Nottingham, Tnveedale, Stair, 
Clinton y Shaftsbury, Bedford, Berk/hire^ Northampton^ 
Thcnet, Cra'veftf Cobham, Aylesford, Montrofe, Oxford 
and Mortimer, Marchmor.t, Strafford, Cat tent, Ker^ 
Co^jentrw Mont joy, Cardigan, Weymouth, Wiiloughhy di 
Broke, Bojie. 

April 
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April \\. A Bill, For enabling his Majefty to apph the Annoy- Cto. II. 
Sam of 1,200,000 /. out of the Sinking Fund for the Service ^ '^^ 1. 
of the J^ar 1734, mnd for appropriating the Supplies granted 
in this Seffion of Parliament. 

And a Motion being made, and the Queflion being put. 
That the Bill be committed, it was refolv'd in the Affirma- 
tive, 



Cbntents 64 "> Not Content 32 7 
Proxies 30 J ^^ Proxies » 9 i ^ ' 



Dijentient^ 

I. Becaufe the taking away, in this Manner, the whole Proteft agaioft 
Produce of the Sinking Fund, has a Tendency, as we ap- g°^ ^"^^"y^'' 
prehend, to the DeftrudUon of Parliamentary Credit and /^^o'ckw Lout 
National Faith, and is more dangerous in its Confeqaences, of the Sinking- 
as it is founded upon a Dodrine newly laid down ; That the Fund ior the 
Proprietors of all the Debts fubfcribcd to the South-Sea^^^^^''^ ^^^ 
Company, have no Right to their principal Money, but on- ^^ ^^^^ 

\y to an Annuity of Pour per Cent, and if this Opinion 
ihould be thought to be countenanced by Parliament in paf- 
iing this Bill, we are apprehenfive, that the £ffe6ls of ic 
may be too foon and feverely felt, efpecially iince the faid 
Proprietors have found by Experience, that they have 
been paid off, when their Annuities or Stocks were above 
Par ; and the Sinking-Fund is now diverted, when, as we 
apprehend, the faid Stocks and Annuities are likely to fall 
confiderably under Par, 

II. Becaufe we look upon this Proceeding to be contrary 
to the Contrail underllood to have been made between the 
Publick and thofe Creditors, who confented to the Redndion 

of their Intereft, in Confidence that their Principal and re- i 

maining Interefi, would thereby be better fecured ; in Purfu- 

ance of which an A€t of Parliament was made, in the third 

Year of his late Majeiiy*s Reign, whereby it is enafted. That j 

the Monies to arife from Time to Time, by certain Surplufles, 

ExcefTes, and overplus Monies therein fpecified (which are 

commonly called the Sinking-Fund) (hall be appropriated for 

discharging the Principal and intereft of fuch National Debts 

and Incumbrances, as were incurred before the 25 ch Day of 

December, 17 16, and were declared to be National Debt*, I 

and were provided for by A£t of Parliament in fuch Man- ' 

nei and Form, as ihould be direded or appointed in any fu- I 

ture h€t or A6b ot Parliament ; and the faid AGt of Parli- j 

axnent is confirmed by another Adt, made in the 6th Year of I 

his late Majedy, which, after reciting that the faid Overplus 

ft^oney will be greatly incrcafed, as ir was from the 24th 

of June, ^727, applies the faid Overplus Monies, as they 

llccd appropriated by the former h&, and likewife efiablifhes 
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Anno 7. Geo. II. t Contrafl between the Publick, and every iodividual Crc- 
^34- ^ ditor of the Publick, that fubfcribcd to the Sonth Sea Com- 
pany, that the faid fubfcribing Creditors ihall haye a perpe- 
tual Annuity of Four per Cent, from the Year 1727, until 
they ihould be paid off; and then applies the Sinking- Fund 
fo increafed, to pay off* fuch Debts as were contraded be- 
fore the 25 th of Decfmbery 1716, and declared to be Nati- 
onal Debts, and provided for by A€i of Parliament i which, 
if it is purfued, will be the mod ei!edual Means, as it is the 
ilrongcil Stipulation that can be made, for paying off the 
National Debt. And thefe Appropriations in the (aid Ads 
were manileflly made to prevent the Application of the 
Sinking-Fund to the current Service of the Year, or to the 
Payment of Debts incurred fmce the Year 1716, which, 

^ like the prefent Navy-Debt, may have lain dormant as long 
as" they could poiTibly be concealed, and been occafioned by 
IV^iniilers, who may have run the Nation into larger Expences 
every Year, th:in they thought for their Interelfc to demand 
from Parliament. We apprehend the greater Danger from 
this Proceeding, by conlidering the Steps which have been 
taken before it came to this Point. At fird fomc Surpluses 
wcie dilcinguifhed out of the Sinking>Fund, and Supplies 
for the current Service of the Year raifed upon them. Then 
a Sum of Five Hundred Tnoufand.Pounds, being Surpluf- 
fes of the faid. Fund, over the iVlillion which had been an- 
nu)]'v paid off, was applied lall Year in the fame Manner. 
Novv the Whole is taken at once ; and we may jullly fu- 
fpv 6>, that tlic next Attempt wiil be to mortgage the Sink- 
iii'vlund ; the Confcquci'ce of which will inevitably be, as 
we conceiv-e, a total Dellrudlion of Parliamentary Credit, 
and introduce a NeceiTiry of taxing the Funds. I'hc next 
Step is more e.ify to be iorclccn, than proper to be expreficd. 
III. Bccnulc the appropriating Claufe in this Adl a, in 
Effcii, an Umppropriation of all the Money that has been 
railed this Year, and puts it in the Power of a Miniiler to 
divert any of ti^e Sur.^iics to whatever Purpofes he (hall 
thir.k fit ; and this in Confcquence only of an unprecedent- 
ed MefTi^e from the Crown, Ipccifying neither the Dangers 
apprch'^nded, nor the Service. r- pjopoled ; whereas appropri- 

, aiii.g Cinufes were introduced to prevent the fecret ill Ufe 
ofp.iblick M.)nry, incl cvcty Tcn^iency of breaking through 
tiicm, is a jull Foundation for Parliamentary Jealoufy and 
Ii;qi'iry; ai.d therefore we apprcliend, that we cannot an- 
fwtr it to the Nr.tir>n,.if we Ihould'acquiefce, when fuch 
Ir:p ovations arc nttciupted. 

W. Bccnui'c chis new Metr.od of unappropriating Money, 
raided for parrirulnr Uics, fnutratesand eludes the Wifuom 
and Caution of Parliaments in the original Grant of thofe 

Monies 
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Ifo&ied, which is always io Confeqoeiice of Eftimates laIdA1m07.Geo.11. 
before the other Hoofe, and for Services fpecified ; and <734* 

this too, at the Beginning of the Seffion in a full Houfc: *^ — 

Whereas this unappropriating Claufe comes in» not only at 
the End of the Seffion, bat at the End of the Parliament, in 
a thin Honfe, after many Gentlemen were obliged to go to 
their refpedive Coantries, and the Houfe may be apprehend* 
ed to have confifted chiefly of fuch, who had either no Buii- 
sefs in the Conntry, or had particular Reafons for not go- 
ing theie till this Claufe ihoald befirft paiTed, and take BffeA. 
V. Becaufe this Claofe gives Minifters fach a Latitude to 
embezzle or mifapply the publick Money, that we appre*. 
hend it to be of the rooft dangeroas COniequence ; for the 
Accoonts, if any, given afterwards of the Difpofal of fuch 
Sons, tho* impoffible to be credited, may be impoffible to 
be difproved. Domeftick Fortunes may be raifed out of 
foreign SufaGdies, and the Money, askoi' for oar Defence, 
and granted for our Safety, may be employed for our De- 
ftmaion. The Vote of Credit in the Year 1 726, and what 
was bailt upon it, coil the Nation One Million, feven Hun- 
dred ninety feven Thoufand, feven Hundred and thirty 
Pounds, eardafive of the great Increafe of Forces by Sea 
and Land, that were granted by Parliament. Four Hundred 
and thirty Bye Thoufand Pounds were never accounted for 
to Parliament ; and the reft was accounted fot under the 
Articles of Money paid to the Landgrave oi Heffit amoont* 
ing to One Million, feventy nine Thoufand, feven Hundred 
Pounds; to the Crown of ^wedtn^ One Hundred and fifty 
Thoo&nd Pbunds ; to the Duke of Wolfenhutth One Hun- 
dred Thoufand Pounds \ to Exchange to the Heffiaust Ten 
Thoofiud three Hundred thirty five Pounds; to Ex- 
change to Denmark^ Twenty two Thoufand fix Hundred 
ninety fbur Pounds ; and all this Expence was incurred to 
guard againft Dangers which the Adminiftration then gave out 
they apprehended from the exorbitant Power of the Houfe 
of At^ria, 

VL Becanfethe Money raifed this Year amounts to Three 
Millions nine Hundred and eighty Thoufand Pounds ; One 
Million is raifed by that expenfive Way of mortgaging the 
Salt'Daty for eight Years ; the Sinking Fund, amounting 
to Twelve Hundred Thoufand Pounds, is taken, and tvtry 
Thing done that can carry an Appearance of eafing the 
Land this Eledion Year : But this Bill not only gives the 
Minifter a Power over the whole Supply raifed this Year, 
but, by this unprecedented Device, lays a certain Foundati- 
on of a greater Load upon the Land, which the Nation may 
be reduced to pay off, with Intereft, next Year : And we 
cannot omit this Circumftance, That the Money voted this 
1734. O o, P p, CLq Year 



( 3t9 ) 
Aiioo7.0eo.lLYear exceeds iKe Supply to tb^ Aaumnt of akm One 

X734- Himditd TboufftiK) PoancM. 
i— I ^^^mJ VII. Bceaofe we conceive this Pfeoedeiit tp be tjbe ynoie 
dangerous at the End pf a ParlianieDt, and may b^ fpilowcd 
fotally for our Liberties at the Condufion of fn^ui^e Parlia- 
ments : For we have little Reafon to be fme, and as liide to 
kope» chat future Parliaments will he like this* uabyaflcd, 
uncorrnpty uainflueQced, by the great Number pf tmjifif- 
aents they enjoy» zealous Afiertiers of the laws, Iibotii|Bs« 
and C<mftttution of their Country. And ihould tluKrc ever 
hereafter unfortunately be choTen a Houfe of Coiiampn*r 
coofifting of a Set pf Men, corrupted by a Minifter, barter- 
ing the libertiei of their Country for Places apd Penfioos, 
in the aoft flagitious Manner ; detc^fled and defpifed by thofe 
they repiefent» they would probably, towards the End of 
* dieir Term, compleat the Meafure of their Iniquity, by 

lodging foch a Power in the Hands of their cpnefpooding 
MiniHer, aa would enable him to chofe them again in t|iB 
fuoceeding Parliament, contrary to the Intentions, a^ wdl as 
Ittterefts, of their true Elefiofs, by which Means Corrapti- 
on and Tyranny would be ent^rd upon this Nat^, in the 
moft dangerous Manner, by the Sanson of Parliament. 

VIII. fiecanfe blending iuconiUlen t Matters of thl^ Nature^ 
-% at WB conceive, in a Money*fiill, lays this Houfe under the 

utmoft Difficulties, iince the Delays occafione^ by any Alte- 
mions made in this Houfe to fpme Parts of a Money-Bill* 
nuty be unavoidable Obftruflions tp other Parts of i^ tb^t 
require Expedition and Difpatch. 

IX. Becaufe the extending of this unprecedentcsd Power 
to the 24th of Dicimber next, is a Length of Time beyond 
what was ever known, as we apprehend, in any Cafe, and 
is, in our Opinion, not only dangerous, but unneceffivy : 
For the chief Ptetence for the Vote, was to have Power d^- 
lag the Interval of Parliament, which may be chofen and 
meet much fooner, if it fliall be thought convenient, after 
fo extenfive a Power is lodged in the Hands of the Miniftof 
for fo long a Term. 

DtHbigb^ LitchJUld^ Coventry, Northampton, Wincbelfia 
I and Nottingham, Clinton, Idontjqy, Craven^ Bathurfi, 

! Weymouth, Moniro/e, Stair, Strafford, Thanet, Marl- 

I borough, Carteret, Oxford and Mortimer, TweeelaU^ 

Gower, Majham, Ker. 

The Btfliam&nt On the i6th oi April the King came to the Houfe, and 
prorogued. prorogued the Parliament ; and on the i8th a ProcUusadon 
was iiiued fo/ the Diiiblution thereof, and for calling ano- 
ther. 

AN 
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O E T H E 

LORDS Spiritual anJ Temporal, 

Summoned to mat at Weliminiler, en the ij^hof Janu- 
^'Hy ^734"5> ^^H ^*^ Second Parliament of 
Bng GEOKGIE. the Second. 

For the Lift of the Names of the Members of the Houje of 
Commons, 'with the fe'ueral Alterations therein^ hf smdue 
EUQioms^ Double , Returns^ Deaths^ and Promotions^ &c. 
nve refer the Redder to the Art Bunix to CaAHDLEti^s 
Edition of the Hiftory and Proceedings of that Houfe. 



Jc s> Knights of the Gaiter. 


Y ^ ». z. Under Age. 

> < • Don*t fit in the Houfc, 


k. b. Knights of the &th. 


k. u Knifihti of the ThiAle. 



DUKES 29. 

HIS Royal Highnefe Fredrick, 
Prince of Wales, Duke of 

Comwall, k.g. 
HU Royal Highnefi William, Duke 

of Cumbcxland, k. g. 
Edwud Howud, D. of Norfolk.* 
Charles Seymour, Duke of Somer- 

fet, k-g. 
William Fitsroy, Duke of Cleve- 

bnd. 
Charles Lenoe, Duke of Rich- 

mond, k. g. 
CharJet Fitjroy, Duke of Grafton, 

k. f. 
Henry Somerfet, Duke of Beanfort. 
Charles Beawckrk, Dyke of St.Al* 
■ Mas, k* h* 



Dttket 



The fdkfoni^ toere enateJ 
pnce the Revolution. 
Charles Powlet, Duke of Bdton, 

k. g. 
Thomas Osborne, Duke of Leeds* 
John Rvflel, Du^e of Bedford. 
William Cavendidi, Duke of De- 

vonfliire, k. g. 
Edmund Sheffield, Duke of Buck- 

inghamfliire, u. a. 
Charles Spencer, Duke of Marlbo^ 

rough. 
John Manners, Puke of Rutland^ 

k. g. 
John Montagu, Duke of MonUgu^ 

k. g. 
Charles Douglafs, Duke of Qgecat* 

berry and Dover*. 



X734-S* 
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Hfemy de Grqr, Duke of Keat^ 

kg. 
James Hunikoo, Duke of Himil- 

ton and Brandon, k. t. * 
Peregrine Berde, Dujce of Ancafter. 
£velyft Pierpointy Ouke of King- 

fton* 
Thomas Pelliam, Dake of New- 

caftle^ k. g. 
William Bentinck, Duke of Port- 
land. 
John Ounpbell, Doke of Aigfk 

and Greenwich^ k. g. 
William Montagu, Duke of Man- 

chefter, k. b. 
James Bridges^ Duke tf Chandois, 

k. g. 
Lionel Cranfield Sackville, Dnke of 

Dorfet, k. g. < 
Scroop Egerton, Duke ^ Bridg- 
water. |- 

MAR QJJ I S, 1. 

William Herbert, Marquis of Pow- 
is. • 

EARLS, 71. 
George Talbot, Bail of Shrewf- 

bury, • 
James Stanley, Earl of Derby. 
Theophilus Hailing^, Earl of Hun- 
tington. 
Henry Herbert, Earfof Pembroke. 
Henry Clinton, Earl ot Lincoln^ 

u. a. 
Henry Howard, Earl of Soflblk*. 
James Cecil, Earl of Salisbtlryi 
Brownlow Cecil, Earl of Exoter. 
John Sidney, Earl of Lelcefter, 

k. b. 
James Compton, Earl of North- 
ampton. 
Edward Rich, Earl of Warwick and 

Holland. 
William Fielding, Earl of Den- 

high. 
Thomas Fane, Earl of Weftmore- 

land. 
Henry Bowes Howard, Earl of 

Berk/htre. 
John Savage, Earl Rivers.* 
Charles Mordaunt, Earl of Peter- 
borough, k. g. 
Harry Grey, Earl of Stamford. 
Daniel Finch, Earl of WincheUea 

and Nottingham. 
Philip Dormer Stanhope, Earl of 

Cheftcrficld, k. g. 
Sackville Tofton, Earl of Thanet. 



Nicholas Leake, Earl ttf Sca&tk. 
John Monugu, Earl of Sai^wich; 

u. a* 
Henry Hyde, Earl of Clarendon aod 

Rochefter. 
William Capel, Earl ofEflex, k. t. 
George Brudenell, Earl of Cardigan. 
Arthur Annefly, Earl of Ang^fei. 
Charles Howard, Earl of Carfiik. 
Thomas Bruce, Earl of Ayksbo' 

Richard Boyle, Earl of Borlii^n, 

k. g. 
Anthony Aihley Cooper, Earl of 

Shaftsbury. 
George Henry Lee, Earl of licch- 

field. 

John Roberts, Earl of Radnor, 
ames Berkeley, Earl of BerUejr, 

k. g. 
Montagu Venules Bertie, larlof 

Abingdon. 
Baptift Noel, Earl of Gainsborough. 
Robert Diucy, Earl of Hokknc6, 

u. a. 
Other Lewis Windfor Hicfamn, 

Earl of Plymouth, u. a. 
WUUam Stafford Howard, Esrl if 

Stafford.* 

Tbi filkmtig II mre eresuijket 
tke Reroltttioa. 

Richard -lomley. Earl of Scarbo- 
rough, t. g. 

George Booth, Earl of Wannigtoiw 

Thomas Newport, Earl of Bfadfoid. 

Frederick Zulcftcin, Earl of Roch- 
ford. 

William Anne Van Kepd, Esdof 
Albemarle, k. b. 

William Coventry, Earl of Cora- 
try. 

WilUam Villiers, Earl of Jcrfcy. 

Henry D^Auverquerque, Earl of 
Grantham, k. g. 

John Poulet, Earl Poulet, k. g. 

Francis Godolphin, EarlofGodol* 

phin. 
JohnChohnondeley, EarlofChol- 
mondeley. 

tht fiUaatpfri^ cfu^ti fines tht 

Union. 
Edward Harley, Earl of Oxford. 
Thomas Wentworth, Earl of Straf- 
ford, k. g. 
Henry Shirley, Earl Ferrers. 
William Legg, Earl of Dtartmooth. 
Henry Paget, Earl of Uxbridge. 

Lewis 
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Lewis Watfeii, lArl of Rocking- Algeraoon SepoMt, Loni Peny 



ham, II. a. 
Charies Benoet, Earl of f anker^. 

▼iDc, k. t. 
Heoeage finch. Earl of Aylesforil 
John Hervey, Earl of Brtftol 
Ceorg? Montagu, Earl of Halli- 

£tf , l£. b. 
George Yelvoton, Earl of %ffexp 

n. a. 
William Cowper, Earl Oowper 
Philip Stanhope, Earl Stanhopc,u.a« 
Philip Shcrrard, Earl of Harbo- 

rottgh 
Ceorge P^rker^ Earl of Maccles- 
field 
Thomas Farmer, Earl of Pomfret, 

k.b. 
RobeitKcr, Earl Ker(Mar^. Beau- 



Bfnjamin Mildmay, Earl f itswalter 
Jaznes Waldegraye, Earl Walde- 

gjiave 
J<£a Aibboroham, Earl of Aih- 

bunuiam 
Spencer Compton, Earl of Wil- 
mington, k. b. 
Fnacis Howard, Earl of Effingham 
Thomas Wcntworth, EarlofM^l- 
tDD> k« b« 

VISCOUNTS, i«f. 
Price t^erexcttXy Viic. Hopford 
Anthony Brown, Vife. Montagu * 
LauiiMe Fieanea, Viic* Say ajid 

Sde 
Thomas Benafys,Viic. Falconberg* 
Charict Townihend, Vifc. Town- 

Aend, k. g. 
Thomas ThynnCf Vifc. Weymouth 
Wiiliam Hattoa^ Vifc. Hatton. 

Hefiihmtig % noere created Vif* 

counts jfiirr the Revolution. 
Henry Lowther, Vifc. Lonfdale 
Henry Obrian» V»fc. Tadcaftcr 
Henry St. John, Vifc. St. John 
Richard Temple, Vifc. Cobham 
Hugh Bofcawen, Vifc. Falmouth 
John Wallop, Viiic. Lymiogton 
Simon Harcourt, Vtfc. Harcourt* 
Pattee ^rng, Vifc. Torringtoo. 

BARONS, 6i. 
WaiicmNeva, Lord Abergavenny 
James Touchet, Lord Audley (£. 
•f Caftlehaven) • 



John Weft, Loxd De la War, k. b. 
Hugh Fortefcue,Lord Cliiiton,k.b* 
William Ward. Loid Dudky and 

Ward ' 

Thomas Stouiton, Lord Stoorton • 
Richaid Vemey, Loni Willottghby 

de Br«ok ^ 

Hugh WxHoughby, Lord WUlougb- 

by of Parham 
William Ferdinand Catey, Loni 

Hunfdon 
John St. John, Lord St. John of 

Robert Petre, LordPetre* 
Henry Ar«ailcl« ioxJ Aniadd of 

Wardour* 
Charles Dormer, Lord Dormer^ 
Henry Roper, Loid Teynham 
Francis Grrril]», Lord Brook, u. a. 
Nevil Lflvelaceg Lord Lovekce 
HelMy Maynard, Lord Maynax4 
Charles Bruce, Lord Bruce 
Edward Leigh, Loni Leif^ 
William Byron, Lord Byron 
Marmaduke Langdale, Lord Lang- 
dale * 
William Berkeley, Loid Berkeley 

of Stratton 
Charles ComwaUk^ L«id Com* 

waliis 
Charles Townftend, Lord Lyaa 
John Anmdal^ Lord Arundel of 

Tteriee 
William CrsTen, Lord Cran^ 
William Carteret, Lord Carteret 
WiUijMi Stawel, Loni Stawel 
Francv North, Lord Guilford 
Edwart Griffin, Lord Griffin 

The jQUtmheg created finu f^ Re- 

volutian. 
Charles Butler, Lord Butler of 

Wefton 
Henty Herbert, Lord Herbert of 

Chcrbury 
Maurice Thompfon, Lord Haver- 

iham 
Gilbert Vane, Lord Barnard 
John Levefon Gower, Lord Qowcr 
Frands Seymour Conway, Lord 

Conway 
John Hervey, Lord Hcrrey 
John Boyle, Lord Boyle (Earl of 

Orrery) 
George Hay, Lord Hay (Eatl of 

Kionoulj 
R r a Thomas 



Thomas Wtndibr, Lorl Montj«y 
Thomai Maoiel, Lord Manfel, u. t. 
Fraiicii Willoiighbv,Loi^Mkldletoo 
Thomis TiVTor, Lord Trevor 
Samuel Ma/ham, Lord Maiham 
Thomas FoSey, Lord Foley 
Allen Bithurft, Lord Baihurft 
Thomas Onflow^ LordOndow 
Robert Maiham, Lord Romney 
Charles Cadogan, Lord Oadogan 
Matthew Dutie Morton,Lord Ducie 
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Rob. Walpole juR. Ld.Walpok k-b- 
John Kznjy Lord King 
John Hobart, Lord Hobatt, k. b. 
John Moofon, Lord Monfbn, k. b. 
Thomas Coke, Lord Loirel, k. b. 
William Stanhope, Lord Harringtoih 
Robert Raymond, Ld.Raymond,tt.a« 
Philip Yorke, Lord Hardwicke 
C. Talbot, Lord Henfid^ UH 

Chancellor 
J. Foulet, Lord Hentoa 



ARCHBISHOPS ami 
NAMisAn. 173^. Sbss 

Dr.William Wake Biihop of luncohi 

Lord Archbi/hop of Canterbury 

Dr.LancelotBlackbumBp.oF Exeter 
Loiti Archbiihop of York 

Dr. Edmund Gibfon Bp, of J \^^ 



BISHOPS. t6. 
Dats In the Room of 
1705 

1 7 16 TennlTon dcceafed 

1 71 7 Bbckhall decealcd 
2724 Dawes deceafed 
1710 Wake tranflated 
1723 Robinfon deoealied 



Dr. Edward Chaadlet 
Dr. Bei^afflm Hoadly 

Dr. J<^ Hotgh 

Dr. John Wynn 

Dr. John Pofter 
Dr. Thomas Sherlock 
Dr. Robert Butts 
Dt. Thomas Green 

Dr. Richard Reynolds 

Dr. Jofcph Wilcox 

Dr. George Flemh^ 
Dr. Henry Egerton 
Dr. Thomas Seeker 

Dr. Richaxtl SmaUbrook« 

Dr. Stephea Wcfton 

Dr. Robert Claveriag 

Dr. Bumid Pcploe 

Dr. Francis Hate 

Dr. Charles CecU 

pr. John Harris 
Dr. Martin Benfon 
Dr. Thomas Tanner 
Dr. Nicholas Clagget 



C Iitch.ai1dC0T.i7t7 Hough tranflated 
^Durhjun 1730 Talbot deoeafed 

r Bangor 17 16 Evans deceafed 

IHercfoidl 1711 Bifle deceafed 

1 SaBfbury 1714. Willis tranflated 

t Winchefter 1734 Wilfis deceafed 

{Oxford 1690 

Lich. and 0)v.i699 
Worccfter 1717 Uoyd deceafed 
JSt.Afaph 171 5 Fleetwood trsnfiited 
Bath and Wellsi727 Hooper deceaicd 



Oxford 

i Bangor 
Saliibuty 
Norwich 
1 Norwich 

1 Ely 

J Bangor 

2 Lincoln 

{Gloucefter 
Rochefler 
Carliflc 
Hereford 
Briftol 



171 S Talbot tranflated 
1728 Baker tranflated 
t7}4 Hoadlj tranflated 
1733 Baker deceafed 
1721 Trimnell deceafed 
1723 Fieetww)d deoeafed 
1721 Hoadly tnuiHtted 

1723 Gibfon tranflated 
1 72 1 Wilis tranflated 
173 1 Bfidlbrd deceafed 
>733 Waugh deceafed 

1724 Hoadly tranflated 
1733 Cecil tranflated 



5 St. Davids 17^ Otley deceafed 
Lich. and G«v.i73o Chandler tran(kted 



Exeter 

JLandafF 
Peterborough 
Chefter 

J St. Afaph 
Chichefter 
JBrhbl 
Bangor 
Landaff 
Olouceflcr 
St. Aiaph 
St. Davids 



1724 Bhckboam traaflated 

1725 Tyler deceafed 
1719 Rennet deceafed 
172C Gaftrel deceafed 
17*7 Wynn tranflated 
1731 Waddbigton deceafed 

1733 Bradfliaw deceafed 
X734 Sherlock tranflated 
1729 Clavcrfng tranflated 

1734 Sydali deceafed 
X731 Hare tranflated 
1731 Sydali tnoflated 
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ji hA »/ /^/SixTBiN PiBfts ^ScoUand. 

^raAcit Scot, Dake of Bocdeugh, Chirks Hanultoa, Carl of Selkirk 

fc. t. Aleunder Lindfiy, Earl of 6alcar« 

JamctMumy, DukeofAthol rat 

Wiilura Kery Mar^is of Lotkian John Mnmy, Sari of Dunmorei 

ioha Lind^iy, Earl of Crawford k. t. 

ohn Sutherlani, Earl of Sutber- Geoii^ Hamiltoo, Carl of Orkney^ 

Jand^ k. t. . k. t. 

George Doogbft, Earl of Morton Charles Hofw, Earl of Hoptonn 

Hugh Campbell, Earl of Loiidon, Charles Collyear, Earl of Portmore ^ 

k. t. k. t. 

Jaznes OglHr, Earl of Theater and Archibald Campbell, Earl of lU 

Seafield, k. t. Charles ^Cathcart; Lord Cathcart 



J-^N. 14. both Hoafes met, and his M^efty diie£ked the 
Commons to chafe a Speaker, which being done, on 
the 23d the King opened the Seflion with a Speech from the 
Thrmie as ufoal. Which fee in Chamf. Hi/, Att. 8. dmii II. 

«734-5» P- ** 

And, at fi)on as hb Majefty was redied from the Hbafe, Motion for m 
the Lords took the Speech into their Confideration, and the Addre6. 
fame being read, a Motion waa made, ' That a dutifUl Ad- 
' drc& fhoukl be prefented by that Hoofe to his Majefty^ 

* to return his Majefty their mifingned Thanks for his moft 
' gndous Sjpeech from the Throne ; to acknowledjg^ hil 

* Majefty*s Out €at the true Intereft of his People^ in pre^^ 
' venting their being nnnecefiarily eiffiaged in the prdent 
' War, and in concerting Meafures with the States General 

* for refbring the public Tranquillity ; to declare their S»^ 

* tisfaftion in obferring, that me good Offices of his Majef- 

* tf and theStaics General had been accq>ted by all Parties 
' ennged in the War; and that it was to be afcribed only 
' tohis Mijefty*s micommon Vigilance for the Wel&re of 

* hk Peofde, and the Repofe of Chriftmhm^ that the falu- 
' tary Work he was engaged in, was advanced to iiich a 
' Di^ee, that a Plan might be fhortly olfered to the Con- 
' fidmtion of the Parties concerned, as a Bafis for a general 
' Tieaty : To aiTure his Majefly, that they would not be 
' amofed by any Hopes whatfoever, lb far as to leave die 
' Secnrity of his Majefty and his Kingdoms expoied to real 
' Dangers ; and that their Endeavours fliookl never be want*^ 

* ing to di^ppoint the vain Expediations of thofe who might 
< imagiBe Advantages to thcmfelves from inch Methods,: 
' To^ecbre, that they trufied in chat good Harmony which 
\ fiiUifted between his Majefty and the States General 3 and 
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* {d tffttrc hh Majefty, tliat they w6uld fuppbrt him in all 

* ftich Meafuresas might beneceflary for ^curing the Blef- 
« fings of Peace and Tranquillity, or for patting this Nation 
« in a Condition to aft that Part, which it might be incani'. 
' bcnl on Great Sri fain to underuke : To acuiowledge the 

* Felicity they enjoyed, in his Majcfty*s having always ef- 
« teemed the Iniereft of Sovereign and Subjed as mutual 

* and infeparable, and having made the due Execution and 

* Obfervance of the Laws the Rule of his Government; 

< and to afTure his Majefty, that they were determined to 
« convince the World, by a fteady Courfe of Loyalty, that 
^ they coniidered the Mamtenance of their Religion and Li* 

* bcrtics, as being involved in the Support of his Majefty 's 
« Perfon and Government, and in the Prefervation of the 

* Frotefiant Succeflion in his royal Houfe ; and that it was 
« their unalterable Purpofe to traniinit thefe invaluable BlcT- 
« fings to Poftcrity.' 

This Motion was introduced with Speeches, the Sdlfiance 
of which was as follows. 

S^eechei Intro- * My Lord«, as this Nation was no way concerned in 

daaory of this < the Tranfa^ons, which were declared to be the principal 

Motion. I Caufcs and Motives of the prefent War in Eur^pit I cannot 

' but admire the Wifdom of his Majefty*s Condiid, in pre- 

' venting this Nation's being any way engaged in it ; tmt 

< my Lords, when the Sword is once drawn, it is impofiihle 

< to foretel how far it may be carried, or when it will be 
' put up. The Parties engaged may, as yet, be moderate 
' in their £xpe6bitions, as well as their Demands ; but Sac- 
' cefs of either Side may elate the Minds of the Vidon, 

* and make them refolve to carry their Conqaefts much ht- 
^ ther, than they at the beginning really intended, and fiu-- 

* ther than is confiftent with the Balance of Power, or the 

* Liberties of Europe i and therefore, though this Nation 
*• was, at firft, no way concerned with the Motives or Canfes 

* of the War, yet it may at laft come to be very deq)ly 
' concerned in the Event : For this Reafon it became ne- 

* QtfbiiYy as foon as the War broke out, to put this Nation 

< not only in a proper Poftnre of Defence, but in a Condi- 
^ tion to zSt with Vigour, in cafe of Need ; and in this the 
« Wifdom of his Majefty*s Councils is not lefi confpicoous, 

< than In the Care he has taken not to engage us too hafti- 

* ly in the War. 

'The mod ambitious Defigns, my Lords, may fomedmes 
' be concealed under the moft plaufible Pretences ; bat to pe- 
' netrate into the moft fecret Springs, and to difcover the real 

Views 
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^ Views of the Parties concerned, there was no Method meFtf 

* certaui or more efiedual, than . that which his Maje% has 
' taken : To make an Ofibr of his good Offices, for compo- 
^ fing the prefent unhappy Differences of Europe ; and, in 

* parToance of the Acceptation of his good Offices, to pro- 
' pofe fuch a Plan of Peace as xaay be confident, as much as 
< poffible, with the Honour and Interefl of all the Parties 

* engaged in War, is a certain and an infallible Way to dif- 

* cover, whether any of them have fecret Views, which arc 

* inconiiflent with the general Interefl of Europe ; and if any 
' fuch Views ihould be difcovered, then will it be proper and 
' neceflaiy for his Majefly , and the other Princes and States 

* of Europe^ to join together, and concert fuch Meafures as 
' may defeat thofe ambitious Views> wherever they may be 
f fbtuid larking and concealed, 

' This, my Lords, was the mpft prudent apd the mofl ef- 

* fedoal Meafure which his Majeity quild purfue % and, in 
' the Parfuit of this Meafure, he has taken all thofe Steps 
' which the moflconfum mate Wiidom could diredl : He has 

* taken Care, that neither of theParttcs concerned fhould have 

* the leafl Reafbn to fuipc6l his being any way partial in the 

* Affiur ; and he has, in every thirg. ft^ed in Concert with 
' the States General of the Unittd Frovinta^vtho are our mofl 

* natural Allies, and who are under the fame Engagements 

* with him. By this Concert, if there be aay Prince or State 
f in Europe, that en^ains an ambitious View of Conqueft, 
' they will be madp to fee, tjiat, as foon as their Vievvs are 
' difcovered, they iiiuft exp^dl tq (« attacked t>y the united 
? Force of Gftat Britain and Holfand\ and there is no more 

* efie£hial Way of preferving the Peace of Ewopg, thaii that 

* of depriving the Ambitious of all Hopes of Succefs, in any 
f of the Projeds they may form againft t|ie Liberties or the 
f Dominions of their Neighbours. , 

* ^o make this Meafure ftill more efFe^bial, it was necefr 
' fary, my Loitls, not only to provide for our Defence at 
' home, but to arm ourfelves with Alliances abroad, and to 

* engage as many of the Princes and States of Europe^ notal* 

* ready concerned in the War, as we could, in the fame fii- 

* Intary Meafufes : Fpr this |leafon we cannot but applaud 

* his Ms^efly's Condu£i, in having concluded a Treaty with 

* the King of Denmark ; by which, and by the other Treaties 
' which his Majeiiy may hereafDer conclude, it is not to be 
' doubted, but that he will be enabled to put a Stop to the 

* viftorious Arms of either of the Parties engaged in War, in 
' cafe they fhould attempt to carry their Suceeffes ai^d their 

* Conquer &rther than may be confiftent with th^ $alapce 

* of Power in Sttroff. 

' ■ ' ' • At 
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f At the (kme time, my Lords, we cannot bat admire lus 
Majefiy *s Pradence and Moderation, in the Ufe he has made 
of that Power, which was fo reafonably granted to him by 
the lail Sei&on of laft Parliament, with refped to the Addi- 
tions he has been pleafed to make to the Naval or Land 
Forces of this Kingdom : The Additions made to either are 
but very inconfiderable; theprindpal Expence has been 
occaiioned by making Additions to oar Naval Force, which 
Expence is always the leall burdenfome, and the moft ufe* 
ful to this Nation ; and the fmall Addition that has been 
made to oar Land Forces, has been made in that Way 
which is moil convenient to the Subject, and IcslH expen£ve 
to the Public : Yet, my Lords, this moderate Ufe of that 
Power, this finall addiuonal Expence which the Nation has 
been put to, joined with the prudent Meafures which his 
Majefty has puifued abroad, has already, we fee, produced 
extraordinaiy Effe£b. It has already produced an Accep- 
tation of his Majefty*s good Offices, for compofing the Dif- 
ferences now fubfifting in Eur^g ; and it is not to be doubt- 
ed, but that a Continuance of the fame vigorous Meafures, 
will produce a general Agreement to that Plan of Peace 
which his Maje^, in Conjundion with his Allies, is to 
propofe to the Parties engagpd in theprefent War. 
* As thefe Meafures, and the good Effects of them, ha?e 
proceeded from that Concord and Confidence which have 
hitherto fubfilled between his Majefty and his Parliament, 
fo the good Efi^ which we are yet to expe6l from them, 
muft entirely depend upon the Powers at War being convio' 
ced, that the fame Concord and Confidence do lliU fabfift } 
and therefore I fliall take the Liberty to move your Lord- * 
ihips. That, &r. (as before-mentioned.) 

Amendment ^^ ^^^ Motion an Amendment was propofed, That all 

pxopofed. the intermediate Paragra|^s between the firftand lafifhoold 

be left out, and that the Motion ihould fiand thus : 

' To return his Majefty their unfeigned Thanks for his moft 
gracious Speech from the Throne ; and to acknowledge the 
Felicity they enjoyed, in his Majefty^s having aJwap 
efteemcd the Intereft of Sovereign and Subject as mutual 
and infeparable, and having made the due Execution and 
Obfervance of the Laws the Rule of his Government ; and 
to aftiire his Majefty, that they were determined to convince 
the World, by a fteady Couife of Loyalty, that they con- 
^dered the Maintenance of their Religion and Liberties, as 
being involved in the Support of his Majefty*s Ferfon and 
Gorernment, and \n the Rrcfervation of the Ftotefipwi Suc- 
a . '^ fceffiqn 
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* ceflion in bis Royal Hoofe ; and that it was their analterable 
' Piupofe, to tranfmit thefe invaluable Bleifings to Pofterity. 

The Argument for this Amendment was to the Efied as 
follows, <i//x. 

• My Lords, the Membenof this Houfe, who are in thcy^-„,„pn( f^^ 
' fame Situation with me, mull labour ^undcr a very great the Amendment. 
' Difadvantage, when they are to give their Sentiments of 
' what is propoTed upon any fuch Occafion as the prefent. 

* As wc know nothing of his Majefty*s Speech, till we hear 

* it from the Throne, nor any thing of the Motion intended 

* to be made, till we hear it in this Honfe, it cannot be fup- 

* pofed that we can fpeak fo exadUy or methodically to it as 
' otherwife we might. Jf I had the Motion, my Lords, in 
' my Hand, I could exadly point out the Paragraphs I am 

* to fpeak to ; but as I have not, I hope yotir Lordfhips will 
' allow me to fots^t from the Notes I have taken of it ; and 
' if I have minaken any of the Paragraphs, I hope thofe 
' Lords, who are better acquainted with it than I am, will 
' endeavour to fet me right. I fhall readily admit, that the 
' Motion made by the noble Duke, has been drawn up with 

* a great deal of Zeal and Prudence ; and I believe it has 

* been omcerted with as much Care and Caution, as was 
' oonMent with the Dcfign. 

* The firft Paragraph, my Lords, is, in my Opimon, a 

* very proper Return, from this Houfe, to his Majcfty^s 

* Speech from the Throne ; and the laft Paragraph is a Decla« ^ 
' ration of our Zeal and Afie6Uon for his Majei^, and his il- 

* luffaious Family, which I think proper upon all Occafions, 

* and even necefikry at the Beginning of a new Parliament, 
' especially at fuch a CbnjunAure as die prefent : Thefe two 

* Paragraphs therefore will, I am convinced, appear highly 
' reafonable to every Lord in this Houfe i but as for all the 
' intermediate Paragraphs, it is my Opinion, that they de- 
' iceikd too mnch into Particulars for this Houfe to agree to, 
' without fome farther Information than we have, as yet, 
' before OS. 

* I hope, my Lorda, our Af&irs are in the Condition re* 
' prefented to us in his Majefly*s Speech ; but, as I (hall al- 

* ways have a great Regard for the Honour and Dignity of 
' Parliament ; and as Speeches from the Throne have al- 

* ways, in the Languaee of thisHouie, been fuppoied to be 
' Speeches from the Minifters i therefore I cannot think it 
^ confiftent with the Dignity of this Houfb to take Things fo 
' much upon Truft, as to depend entirely upon what they may 
> be pieaftd from time to time to tell us. It was the ancient 

Sf 'and 
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and thf right Metlit)d of Parlktaielit, to Ubtp, as mach 
^ as pofiible, to eenerals upon fuch Occaiions s to expre6 
' their AfFeftioh for the King, and their Zeal for the Scr- 
' vice of the Crown^ bat to atotd entering into liiy Thing 
' that might look like an Approbation of the Mealiircs 
' purfued by the Minifters. With regard to the Procecd- 
' ingB in this Hoafe, the defcending into Particulatt daei not, 
' *tis trae, preclude us from entering into future Enquiries, 

* or from cenfaring what may be found to be wrong u^niny 

* fuch Enquiry i but without Doors it is othcrwiie ; for 

* People who are not perfeAly ac^uaintfed with out Methods 

* of proceeding, which is the greateft Part of Mankind, 

< look upon the Addrefs of this Houfe as the real Senfe of the 

< Houfe, with refpe^k to every particular Meafurementiooed 

* in that Addrefs ; and therefore, fuch a general Approbatioa 

* of all the Meafures that have been purfued, and the dedar- 
' ing our Satisfadk>n with fo man^ ParticdUrs, may kave 
^ very bad £f{bds, add will bring this Houfe into Conieinpt 

* with the Generality of Mankind, if we (hould aftbrwtrds 
^ cenfure, and perhaps puniih a Minifter, for thofe very Kto- 

* fares, which we had before fo fully and fo partiatiarly ap- 

* proved. 

* Speeches from the Thrtmc have always, my Lords» been 

* looked on^ not only in Parliaoient, bnt even wichoist iWs^ 
' as Speeches drawn up by the Minifters ; and the Detei of 
' Addreflfes from each Houfe of Parliament, by way ofAn- 
' fwer or Return to fuch Speeches, has always been to teftfy 

* to the World, the AiFeaion of the Parliament cowards the 

* King, and their Refoluttons to ftipport him in all foch 

* Meafuies as they ihall approve of. But if we fhouki once 

* fall h^to the Way of anfwermg the Spcdrh Paragraph by 

* Paragraph, and approving. Without either IiifoniiauoD or 

* Enquiry, of every Thing which the Miniften have been 

* pleafed to mentk>nin that Speech, People will then begin 
« to think, that the Addrefe of this Houfe was drawn up by 
f (he Miniften* as well as the Speech s in ^diich cafe, the 

* J>efign of fuch Addrefles will be entirely fruftratcd, thcjT 

* win no Way afFca cither our Friends or our Enemies : In 
« fhortj they will become Ftxisf fr^ti&ta mbH. 

^ With refped to the Negotiations now carrying on, for 

* reftoring the Tranquillity of Eurt^. I h«pe, my Lords, 

* they wm b^ attended with all the Soccefe which his Majc- 

* fty or the Nation can defire j but ftom our paft Ncgo- 

* tiations, I cannot think, my Lords, we have any Reafon 

* blindly to a|^ove of the prefent. This Nation has, with- 
^ in thcfe few Yean, been engaged in a great Multiplicity of 

* difoent Negotiations, ail of tltemesBoifive* and fc»c of 

f rfiem 



.. . ( 339 ) 

theip fuch as might have been attended with dangeroas 
Confeoucnces : They were all intended, as we were told, 
to prcieri'p the Peace of Eurof€y and eftabliih the public 
Tranauillity ; but if that was the real and true Dcfign, r'o 
one of them proved effectual for the Purpofc j the laft 
Treaty always wanted a new one^ in order tp carry it into 
Execution ; and thus, my txffisy we have been a botching 
and piecing up one Treaty with another, for feveral Years. 
The Peace of Eurofe zni the Balance of Power, wastohav^ 
been fqlly eiktbtifhed by the Treaty of Hanover ; but we 
found it would not dp, and therefore that Treaty Ws 
pieced up with the Treaty of Se<vilie : This, agiin, we 
found would not do ; although we had- then four to one, 
we found it impracticable, or at lead dangerous to carry it 
into Execution, and therefore wo were obliged to concljgde 
the Treaty of yieftna : By this the Tr^ty tfiSeviUf was c^- 
ecotfdftflly, indeed, pf oor Side ; but haw this uk Treaty 
is to be executed I do not know i for it now appears that, 
to render jt rtk^il, fpipe new Treaty is wanting, at leaft as 
9iucb as for ^oy of the fprnicr. Thus we have peen &tting 
up a fprt pf Paper Credit, in Treaties and Negotiations i 
asd we have, I am afraid, extended it farther than our Fund 
wW be 9b}e to anfwer. 

• Whether tiu$ Nation oBght to have c»g»ged in the War, 
is a QiieiUon which it i^ imppffible for your I^ordihips, a( 
prdient, to determine, becaufe the Trea^ of FienMn has ne- 
ver yet been laid befpre this Houfe i and if from that Trea* 
ty, wheo lAid before us^ it ihpold at>pear, that we were, 
in Hoi¥>ur, obliged to engage in the War, gur agreeing novf 
to the decoad Paragraph of the Motion, would no way con- 
tribute to the Credit of this Houfe : With refpedl tp that 
Treaty, the Dtffct and y/e are upon a very different Foot- 
ing : % that Treaty, we went pUimb in at once into the 
Gvanuo^ of aH the Jufinen Doininioyos, without Excep- 
tion or Referve, at lea ft with regard to any of the Chrifiiam 
Powers ; for, with'^refped to the 7urks, I think we (hewed 
them a little more Regird, by making them an Exceptipi^ 
too«rGuai»iity. Tl^ Dutcb^ indeed, agreed likewise t^ 
that Treaty ; but how dki they agree to it, my Lords } ft 
was jifter long and mature Deliberation, and, as I have 
been told, wiacr feveral ReHridions ai\d Limitations ; fo 
that, with refped to the condtfding of xhat Treaty, it can* 
not be faid that we afted hi Concert with the Dutch \ and 
with refpcft to the late Tranfj^ons, whether we have 
aded in Ccxucert with t^e.m I dp not }aiow, but J[ am <;ei« 
(dip, ;hf>y h^ve not a^ed i& Qowssl with us j for they 
S f a * con- 
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* 19, it feetnsy to be laid before the othw Houfc, aild A* 
< Reafon given fpr Co doing isp becaufe it is to be attended 

* with fome Expcnce ; but this Treaty we have neither 

* ieen, nor is it fo modi as promifed to be laid before os, 

* and therefore it is iznpoffible to fay any thing for it or a* 

* gainft it. Whether this Treaty was condudwi in Concert 
' with the Dtfich, I do not know ; but it does not appear 
' that they ire to contribate any thing to the Charge of it ; 

* and even without Seeing the Treaty, 1 may take notice, 

* that if the Balance of rower in Europt be in any Danger, 

* the King of DmyparA is as ipuch concerned in its Prder- 

* vation as we are ; and by an exprefi Treaty between die 

* Emperor and him, he is, as much as we are, engaged to 
' guaranty his Imperial Majpfty^s Dominions. So that, by 

* dlis new Treaty with us, die King of Denmark has laid 

* himfelf under no OUigations, that I can hear of, but what 
' he was before engaged in, both by his own interedy aad 

* by his Treaties with the Emperor ; and yet we are, it 

* feems, 

IV. That to provide for the Equipment of thofe Troops, the Kipg 
of GrMt Srii^in Aiall give 80 Crowns for each Trooper, doat^, 
mauated and aim*d $ and 30 Growm for each Foot Soldier | one Half 
pnyable after figBiog the Treaty, aad tbe other Half when Afe iooo 
Men iKall eQter into the Service of his Britpniuc M^jefty s That dwins- 
the Time they remain m the Dominions «f Paunmrit, the Kingof t/'Vff 
Sritaifi ihali pay his Danijh Majefty a Subfidy of i 50,000 Crowns a 
TtBT ; but that -SobTidy ibaU be reduced to 150,000 Crowns « Year, 
vdien thoGe Troepi paia ^oirer to the Senooe of his Britamic M&Jeftyw 

V. Th^t the Kin| of Grtat BrHain (hall ooniorm to the TtmXf <^ 
X70J, in regard to the £xtxaordii}»r;y of the TroQps, and the £,t^]^ 
of Recruiting. 

¥1. That liis Britannic Majefty At)! be at Liberty to employ thofe 
6000 Men where he ihidl think £t, except Sn hniy^ or at Sea j neither 
iball they be tran^ortBd into EngUni^ except it be for the proper Of- 
fence of the Kingdoms of Crtat Britain and frej^, 

VII. That if the King of Denmark (hall happen to be att^iclcMj his 
• Britannic Majefty ftiall fend him back thofe 6000 Men, in. cafe they 
happon to be at ebtt Tiine in his Service ; fttrniA him beiides with'aU 
the Succours hy 5ea and l^aad, which the Ct|taMSftmce« may xe^wxe \ 
and continae thoie Succours 'till the Concludon of the Tieaty of Peace, 
ivhieh his Britannic Majefty fhall endeavour to render as advantageous as 
pofiible to the King oi Denmark, And his Datsijb Majefty j;ntg:s into the 
iame EngagMMots^ on his Side, to the King of Gnat Britain, with this 
Condition^ that the SmtsieAs of Denmark ftyall prefenre, during the whole 
Cottffe of the prefent War, the full Liberty of their Trade wijth FrOnct 
and other ftacec, in the fiime Manner as in Times of Peace. 

. VIII. That the Performance of the Conditions of this Alliance <h»n 
take Plaee, in-the>Ca^ where either of the contn^lii^ Parries ftiall have 
been attacked by Force of Arms^ ^thout having beiorehand committed 
aoy Aft of Amffion. 

iX. That tWt Treaty is for the Term of three Yea«. And, 

X. That the Exahange of the RatIftcation& fliafl he within two Months 
lAcr fgoiag the Treaty* 
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' feeaift/to pay bin t Itijgr, uu^ml Sdbfi^. HoilrcTftr» my 
' Lm^, as (fade Matten witt cobm m more property t» he 

< confidered, wlien the Treaty is laid before us, I ihall at 

< prefent take no farther Notice of thetoy but ooiy to ob<* 

< ferve, that by approting of aH Meafures ih general, as is 
' ptopoied by this Motion, we appieye of this Treaty, be^ 

< fore we have eiditr ieen it, or Iwow any thing abosc it. 
' If we are no way concerned in the preient War, if we 

* hare given io redbnable Canfe of Offence to any of the 

* Powers of Et(/pej what Oecafion is there, my Lords, for 
^ pntttng any threatening Words into our Addiefi ? To affare 
' his Majeiiy, that we will be ready to fupport him in fuch 

* Meafotts as may be incumbent on us to undertake, is cer- 

* taifily a threatening way of expieffing ourfdves, and will 
' piobabiy be taken as fuch, by fbme of the Pbwers now 
' engaged in War, I wifh, my Lords, we were in a better 
< Condition than we are i I wifh the Nation were free of 
' that heavy Load of Debts, under wluch it groans at {H%« 
' fent ; but while we are opprefled with fuch a Load of 
' Debts, and fuch a Number of Tajtes, all mortgaged and 
' pre-engaged, is thn NatioA in a Conditkm to threaten, or 

* can we pretend to frighten the Powers of Ewrifi f We 

* may be able, we mutt defend ourfdves when attacked ; 

* but fiveif We ou^t not to draw an AtCadc or an Infult 
' upon ouf^vas by threatening others with what we will 
' do, at a time when none of Our Neighbours have fo 

* mock as « Defign to diibirb us, at leaft, in fo Ihr as we 
' have vet been told, by thofe wlui ought to acqmunt us, in 

* cafe they fufp6^ we are in any Dai^r. 

' This Paragraph, my Lords, is very inoonfiAent with 

* the Ibrmer Part of the Motion. By the fkcond Paragraph, 
^ we are to acknowledge his Majefty*8 Out for die true In- 

* vesA of \m Ptt>ple, ra prevcBting their beine unnecefiarily 
' engpig^ in a War ; and, by ths Paragraph, we aire to 

* make u^ of liich menaciiq; Wtoids, as may engage his 
' Msftfty in a War whether he will or no, and whether it 

* be the Imerall of his People or not. This, I fay, appears 
^ to m^ to be akogetherinconfiftcnt i and therefore, if thefe 

* two ParagAfdis ftand Ftft of the Moftbo, I hope the 

* latter will be a little foftened. Bbtl have, Ithmk, ihewn 
' MBcient Reafbos, for leaving dbem, and aH the interme-f 
' diate Phnqgraphs out; for which Reafon, I (hall conclude 

* with moving fsr tMs Asieadflient, Thfltt, Uc. asb^fbl-e 

* mencidned.)' 

The AnfwcT aiad^ to this Atgmmt was ih Subfbiaea 
tks9; 

* My 
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AnfWer to the ^ My Lords, the noble Lord who propofed the Amend- 
^"2^ ***' * *"^^ ^ ^^ Motion now before os, fet oat with fuch an 
^^"^^^'^^' < Eulogium upon it, that I imagined he was to agree with 

* it in every Farticolar ; and i began to indulge myfelf, with 

* the Hopefr of having the Satisfadion to find, that his 

* Lord(hip*8 Opinion was the fame with mine I was glad 

* to hear his Lordihip acknowledge, that the Motion had 

* been drawn np with a great deal of Zeal, a great deal of 
' Prudence* and a great d^l of Caution : In this I agree 
' with him ; for I think the Motion made to us by the no- 
' ble Duke, is fo prudently, and fo cautioufly worded, that 

* I am furpriied to hear the leaft Obje£Uon made to it. 

' If by any fuch Addreis, my Lords, this Houfe weit to 

* be precluded from all future Enquiries ; nay, my Lords, 
' if there were any Words in the Addre6 now propofed, 
' which might be interpreted as an exprefs Approbation of 

* any particular Meafure that has been purfued, I fhoold 

* think there might be Reafi>n for the Amendment piopoTed ; 

* but as no fuch thing can be prefumed, from any part of 
'the Motion made to us, I cannot find the leaft Reak>n fcr 

* fuch a thorough Reformation, as what is propofed by the 

* Amendment. I have as great a Regard for the Honour 
' and Dienity of Parliament, as any Lord in this Hoofe | 

* but I lixewife have a great Regard kr the Doty and Re- 
^ ' fped we owe to the King ; and after his Maje£^ has been 

J * gracioufly pleafed, in his Speech, to give us fo foil an Ac- 

,.^ * count of his Conduft, I muft leave it to your Lordfhips 

' to confider, how odd, how difrefpefUiil it woald look in 

* us, to take no manner of Notice in our Anfwer, of any 
' one thing he has told us, but only in general to thank him 
' for his Speech from the Throne, and to declare what I 
' hope no Man has jnft Reafon to doubt of. Would not 

* People generally fiom thence conclude, that we regarded 
' very little what his Majefty had told os } and would noc 
' his Enemies from thence imagine, that his Ftfliament put 
' no Confidence in him ? This is what the noble Duke was 
' aware of; and therefore, to ihew our Refpeft to his Ma- 

* jefty, he has touched generally upon every thing, that his 
' Majefty has been pleafed to mention in his Speech ; bau 
' at the fame time, his Motion is conceived in luch Terms. 
' as cannot any way interfere with the Honour and Dignity 

* of this Houie, or with any of our future Proceedings. 

* As for our former Treaties and Nidations, it is not 
' my Bufinefi, at prefent, to vindicate ^1 or any of them i 

* but as they have been taken notice of by other Lords in 
' this Debate, I hope your Lordihips will indulge me with 
' Leave to make (ome few Obfervations upon them. Iq 

^ « treating^ 
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treating and negotiating with foreign Powers, I do not Anno 8. Geo. it 
know, my Lords, that any gqieral Rules can be eftablifti- '7^4^ 
ed 5 for whatever Rules we may prefcribe to ourfelves, we- V/'^r^J 
can preicribe none to the foreign Courts we have to do 
with ; and therefore, we mud always dired our Meafures, 
according to the Humours we find them in, and according 
to the various Incidents that occur. This was the Caie 
with refped to the Treaty of Hapruer : A dangerous 
League had been formed againft the Honour, the 1 rade, 
and tiie PofTeflions of this Nation : Thefe Defigns we had 
eiven no Occaiion to» by any falfe Step, by any Provoca- 
tion, or by any Mifmanagement on our Parts ; but after 
we foonu they* were actually formed, it became necefTiiry 
for us to concert Meafures for preventing their Execution ; 
and that was effedually done by the Treaty of Hanover, 
This was all that was, or could be intended by that Trea- 
ty, and every one knows, howeffe^^ual it proved, forth^ 
Purpofe it was deilgned : We thereby difappointed aB 
the warlike Proje6)s of Spain againil this Nation ; and af* 
ter we had convinced them, that they could get no Advan- - ^ 

Uge by being at Enmity with us, then, and not till then, 
was ic a Time to think of reftoring a good Correfpondencd 
between the two Nation's ; and this was folly efFefluated 
by the Treaty of Se*ville. We had then nothing to do, < 

but to make up that Breach, which the Imperial Court V* 

had made between us and them, by their entring into tht ^ 

Le^;ue with Spain againil us ; and by the Treaty of fV- ^'r 

enna, not only this Breach was made op, but a thorough 
Reconcilement was efUblifhed, to all human Appearance, 
between the Emperor and Spain, By this lail Treaty 
therefore, it muft be granted, that the Affairs of Europe 
were put upon juft fuch a Footing as we ought to defire ; 
and if Treaties fince made, or Meafures fmce purfued by 
foreign Courts, have overturned or difturbed the Efta- 
^bliihment that was then made, furely we are not to be 
blamed ; for I know of no Treaty we have fince conclu* 
ded, nor any Negotiation we have fince carried on, except 
thofe we have lately been obliged to conclude or carry on, 
either for preventing the prefent War, or for reftoring the 
Peace of Europe ; and if the(e lall prove as eiFcdlu^ as our 
former Treaties and Negotiations have done, neither thic 
Hou(e nor the Nation will have any Reafon to find Fault 
with them. 

• Now, my Lords, with refpcdl to the feveral Paragraphs, 
piopofed by the Amendment to be left out of the Motion, 
let us bat confider them one after another, and we fhalt 
find (hen dl coa^ved ia fuch general Terms, that there 
T t * a« 
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Anno 8. Geo. II. « can be no good Rcafon affigned for leaving any of thcra 
''^4^5- « out; and the Refpe^t wc owe to his Majefty, muft be a 
^^*^ « ftrong Argument in Favour of every one of them ; bc- 

* caufe we arc certainiy in Duty, nay, in common Decency, 

* bound to take fome fort of Notice, of every thing he has 

* mentioned in his Speech. By the firft, wc only acknow- 
' ledge his Majefty's Care, in preventing our being unne- 

* ceffarily engaged in the War. Do wc by this, my Lords, 

* either affirm or deny our being engaged, by the Treaty of 
' Vienna, or by any other Treaty, to take a Share in the 

* War ? Have we then any Occafion to confult the Treaty 

* oi Vienna, before we agree to the making of this Return to 

* his Majefty's Speech? Suppofe it fhould afterwards appear, 

* that wc were by the Treaty of Vienna, or otherwifc, cn- 

* gaged to have joined in the War at the very Beginning; 

* will what is now propofed, preclude our Enquiry into that 

* Affair ? or will any Cenfure wc can pafs upon thofc who 

* advifcd the contrary, ihew any InconMency in the Pro- 
5 ceedings of this Houfe ? And as to our Acknowledgments 

* to his Majefty, in relation to his having concerted Meafurcs 

* with the Dutch, for reftoring the pubhc Tranquillity ; this 

* too is conceived in fuch general Terms, that we neither 
' affirm nor deny his having done fo ; therefore, we are left 

* at full Liberty to confider this Affair likewifc hereafter, 
' and to come to fuch Refolutions, as may then appear juft 

* and rcafon able. 
• As this Paragraph of the Addrefs propofed, is conceived 

* in fuch general Terms, I do not think it at all ncccffery for 

* us at prefent to enquire, how hx wc are engaged by th« 

* Treaty of Vienna, or how far his Majcfly and the States 

* General have proceeded in Concert together ; but allow 
f me, my Lords, to fay fomething in anfwer to what has heen 

* alledged upon both thefe Heads. With . regard to our En- 
' gageraents by the Treaty of Vienna ; it is true the Empc- 

* ror has demanded Succours from us, and infifts that we are, 

* by that Treaty, obliged to fumifh them ; but as this War 

* was occafioned by the Affeirs of Poland, in which we had 

* no Concern, it is certain we arc no way obliged, by that 

* Treaty, or any other I loiow of, to fumifh any Succours, 

* either to him, or to any other Power now engaged in the 

* War. Then as to the Concert between the Dutch and us, 

* tho' the Forms of their Government, did not allow them to 

* join with us at firfl in the Treaty of Vienna, yet the Ne- 

* gotiation antecedent to that Treaty, muil certainly have 
f been carried on in Concert with them, becaufe they are 
; named as principal contracting Parties in the Treaty ; and 
f they acceded to it, as foon at the neccilary Fonns of their 

' < Govern: 
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« Oovemment would admit. Their Accefiion may have Anno 8. Geo. ir, 

* been, for what I know, clogged with fcvcral Rcftriftions '734-*^- 

* and Limitations ; but whatever thefc Reftridions or Limi- CX''^^\J 

* tacions were, it is certain that the Emperor, in the prefcnt 
' Conjun^re, looks upon them to be as much obliged a« 
' we are, to furniih him with the (lipulated ..uccours, and has 

< accordingly made as peremptory Demands for thefe Suc- 
' cours upon the Dutcby as he luu made upon us. 

* The Treaty of Neutrality has likewife been mentioned, as 
' concluded by the Dutchy without any Concert with us. 
' WJfether the Defign of that Treaty was communicated to 

< this Court, J ihall not take upon me to determine ; but as 
' neither the Dutch nor we had any Concern in the War at 
' the Beginning, or can hereafter be any way concerned in 
' the War, unlefs that Barrier fhould be attacked, or that 
' eitlier of the Parties engaged ihould attempt to carry their 
' Conquefis fo far, as to endanger the Balance of Power ia 
« Europe^ furcly their concluding a Treaty of Neutrality for 
' that Barrier, could noway concern us, nor can it be looked 
' on as any way inconMent with that Concert, which ought 
' to be kept up between us, efpeciaily coniidering, that even 

* by that Treaty they referve to themfelves a Liberty of ful- 
' filling all their Engagements to the Emperor, and would, 

< DOtwithftanding that Treaty, be at full Liberty to engage 
' in the War, if either Party ihould, under Pretence of what 
' has happened in PolanJ^ attempt to overturn the Balance 

* of Power in Europe, 

* The Dutch, it is true, my Lords, have not as yet made 

* any Augmentation of their Forces, either by Sea or Land ; 

* but we may eafily find a Reafon for it, if we will but recol- 
' lt€t the great Reduction they had adtually refolved to make 
' of their Land Forces, juft before the prefent War broke 

* out. Thb Redu£Uon they have ever fince fufpended, on 

* Account of the War, and for no other Reafon ; and there- 
' fore it is to be looked on as an Augmentation made in Con- 
' cert with us, for rendering more efFedual thofe Meafures 

* we may jointly take for reltoring the public Tranquillity, 
' and eftabliihing the Balance of Power. From all which, I 

* think it is evident, that the Concert between the Dutch and 
** us, which is fo neccfTary for both our Interefb, has been 

* exa£lly obferved by both, in every Mcafurc in which we 

* had a joint Concern. , ^ 

* The next Paragraph propofed to be left out, is that by 
' which we declare our Satisfadtion in obferving, that his 

* Majeily's good Offices have beqi accepted of; and that a 

* Plan of Peace may be fhortly offered to the Parties con- 

* ccrned : As hisMajefly has. in his Speech, been pleafed to 

T t 2 * mention 
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Anno S. Geo. II. « mention both thcfe Particulars to us, it would, my Lords, 

1734 -5« * in my Opinion, be very diirefpe£lful in us, not to fey one 

%f^yr\J * Word of cither in our Addrefs, by way of Return to his 

* Majefty^s Speech ; and the noble Duke has propofed to 

* mention them in (uch a general Manner, that I wonder to 

* hesLT it found Fault with. It is not to be queftioned, but 
' diat ail the Parties engaged in War will declare, they are 

* ready to accept of reasonable Terms ; fuch Declarations arc 
' not, indeed, of any great Confequence ; but, my Lords, 
' the Acceptation of good Offices is a great deal more ; it is 
' in fome manner the accepting of a Mediation, and fiibmic- 

* ting, as it weve, to the Arbitration of a third Party. Dc- 
' clarations may perhaps be eafily obtained, and may be of 

* no Efiedl when obtained ; but the Acceptation of a Medi- 

* ation, or of good Offices, is not fo eaiily obtainedj 
' know that they have been often refufed, and 1 ' 
' of them always ihews a great Deference and J~ 
' Power whofe good Offices are accepted of; 
' it is no way ^neath the Dignity of this H 
' our Satisfa^ion in obferving, that his Maje 
' fices have been accepted. 

' As to the Plan to be offered to the Confide 
' Parties concerned, if, by what is propofed, wei 
« dare our Approbation of that Plan, there wod 

* Reafon for the Objedion made ; but as we are to declare 

* nothing in relation to the Plan itfelf, and ^ we muft pre- 

* fume, that no Plan will be offered by his Majefty, butiuch 

* a one as he thinks all Parties concerned ought to accqjt, the 
'* acknowledging his Majefty^s Vigilance for the Repofe of 

* Cbrijiend^m^ in that Refpeft, cannot furcly be any way in- 

< confident with the Dignity of this Houfe, nor can itbeat- 
' tended with any bad Confequences ; for if this Hoofe (honld 

* afterwards find Fault with the Plan offered, and fhould re- 

* folve to cenfure thoie who advifed it, there is nothing in 

* the Motion now before us, that can anv Way obflrud or 

* prevent fuch a Proceeding. 

' The lalt Paragraph found Fault with, is iaid to be a 
' threatening Paragraph, and we have been told, that the 
' Nation is not now in a Condition to threaten. Upon this 
' my Lords, I fhall obferve, in general, that if the Nation 
' be in no Condition to threaten, we are the more obliged to 

* his Majefty for the Care he has taken to prevent our being 

* unneceflarily engaged in the prefent War. But, my Lords, 

< I cannot agree with the noble Lord in thinking that there 
« is a Threat, or any Thing like a Threat in this Paragraph ; 
« and if there were, I am very fure it cannot be fuppofed to 
« be levelled againft any but thofe who may dcfcrve, and mofl 

• cxpcS 
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expeQ IbmetKing more than Threats, let the Nation be in Anno 8. Ceo It. 
what Condition it will : What is faid in this Paragraph, ^t^-J- 
cannot be prefamed to be levelled againft any but thofc 
who fhall endeavour to aniufe us with vain Hopes, in order 
to bring the Security of his MajelVy and his Kingdoms into 
real Danger, by overturning the Balance of Power in Eu' 
rope : In fuch a Cafe, though this Nation might not per- 
haps, be diredly and immediately attacked, yet, it is to be 
hoped, we ihould not look quietly and Cowardly on, till it 
was out of our Power to defend ourfelves : It is not to be 
doubted, but his Majefty would, in Time, concert proper 
Meafures for the Security and Prefervation of his Crown 
^ and Kingdoms ; and, I hope, this Houfe will always be 
ready to fupport his Majefty in all fuch Meafures. There* 
Lord^, if there be at prefent no Power in Europe 
; to amufc u5 with fiich Hopes, there is nothing 
that ca.n be taken as a Threat by any 
and if tliere be any fuch Defigns (ecretly 
: who harbour tkern, not only deferve to b« 
but they ought to be attacked as fbon as they 
to put them in E:cccuiion. 

TreaQf Avidi Denmark is not (o much as men- 

\ Motion now immIc to us, and therefore I can* 

we liavc to cio wkh it at prefent. His Ma- 

* jeftv hrs Indeed to -J us ch:U he has concluded fuchaTrea- 

* ty ; and he has told the other Houfe, that it is to be laid 

* before them, becaufe it is to be attended with fome Ex- 

* pence : This, my Lords, is the only Reafon his Majefty 

* can have for laying any Treaty before either Houfe of 

* Parliament, before it be called for by the Houfe ; and as 

* that Expence is to be firft confidered by the other Houfe, 

* therefore his Majefty told them, that he had ordered the 

* Treaty to be laid before them ; but if any of your Lord- 

* fhips has a mind to move for that Treaty's being laid be* 

* fore this Houfe, 1 fhall be fo ready to agree to it, that I 

* ihajl fecond the Motion ; and till it be laid before us, I 
' cannot fee how it can properly come under our Confide^ 

* ration. However, I fhall, in the mean time, make this 
' general Remark, that if we fhould have the Misfortune of 

* being obliged to engage in the War, it muft be granted, 

* that it would be very proper to have Denmark of our Side, 

* and that therefore it was not only proper but neceffiry to 

* conclude this Treaty with them ; for if this Treaty had 

* not been concluded, every one may judge what fort of 

* Treaty would have been concluded with that Court. 
* Thus, my Lords, I hope I have fhewn, that there is 

[ nothing in the Motion made to us by the noble Duke, that 
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AjiDo8«Geo.ni< is any wajr inconMent with the Honour and Dignity of 

*7 34 -5- «' this Houfe ; that there is nothing but what is neceflary for 

^'"^^^ ^ * fhewing our Duty and Refpeft to his Majefty ; and there- 

' fore I hope your Lordihips will be of Opinion with me, 

* that there is no Occafion for the Amendment piopoled.* 

To this it wa3 replied in Subftance as follows : 

Reply. * The Dofb-ine, now laid down to us, feems to me, my 
' Lords, extremely new, and abfolutely inconiiftent with 

* the ancient Method of proceeding in Parliament. We are 
' now told, that we fhall be wanting in that Re(ped, which 

* is due to his Majefly, if we do not in our Addrefs take 

* forac Notice of every Particular mentioned in his Ma- 

* jelly's Speech. This, my Lords, is fomcthing very cx- 

* traordinary : The ancient, and what ought to be ttetSn- 

< ly Defign of his Majefty's i^peech to this Parli 
' the Opening of their Seflion, was to inform them : 

* Reafons for calling them together, and of the Den 

* had to make upon them ; and to anfwer every 7 

* mentioned in his Majefly*s Speech, was always 
' underftood to be the Bufinefs of the whole Seffion 

* liament, and not the Bufmefs of the firft or fecond 

* that Seffion. The Addrcfles of Parliament, by 
« Anfwer or Return to this Speech, were formerly never any 

* thing more but a general Acknowledgment of Thanks he 
' the Speech from the Throne, and general AiTurancet of 
' Loyalty and Fidelity to the King, and of fupponing him 
' in whatever fhould appear to them to be t«Lionable. The 

* King was fo far from expeding to have every Particular 

* anfwered in that Addrefs, and high Compliments made 

* on every Paragraph of his Speech, that happy was oar 
' King, of old, if he could but get a proper Anfwer to 

< each Particular during the whole Seffion. Our Fulia- 
' ments were not then fo ready to grant, nor had they fo 
' much Politenefs as to pals any Compliments without a doe 
' Confideration. and without being fully convinced of the 

* Truth and Juillce of what they were to iay : But if this 

* new Dodrine prevails, we fhall have Speeches made at 

* the beginning of each Seffion, not with a Defign to inform 

< the Parliament of the true State of Affiurs, or to acquaint 

* them with the King's Demands, but contrived by the Mi- 
« niflen, on purpofe to catch at Compliments, and to dazzle 

* the Eyes of the People with Panegyrics beftowed upon 

* their Meafures by both Houfes of Parliament. 

* In the Language of Parliament, my Lords, we are sot 

* only to take cart not to affirm cxprefly, or deny what may 
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afterwards appear to be otherwiie ; but wc arc to take Anno 8. Geo. II. 
care not even to infmuate what may afterwards appear to « ^'^A^'l' 
be &lfe. In this Light, my Lords, let us confider the 
Motion that has been made to us, and we (hall find, that 
every Paragraph propofcd to be left out, bears an Infinu- 
ation of a Fad, which may afterwards appear to the 
whole World to be ^Ife ; and if it fhould happen fo, I 
leave to your Lordfhips to confider, what the World muft 
fay of the Honour and good Senfe of this Houfe ; for 
furely they cannot approve of both. Lords may fay 
what they will of this Houfe^s not being precluded by any 
thing in the Addrefs, or prevented from future Enquiries 
or Cenfares : It is true, my Lords, as a Houfe of Par- 
liament, we are not ; but I will fay, that the pafling of 
fuch Compliments, as have of late been too ufual in our 
Addrefles, is a fort of fbreilalling the Opinions of many 
Lords in this Houfe ; for after my having agreed to a Pa- 
negyric, either exprefs or by Infinuation, upon any Mea- 
fure purfued by the Minifters, I fhould be forry to find 
afterwards that fuch a Meafure deferved Cenfure ; and 
therefore It is certain, it would be difficult to convince me 
of it; nay, even after Conviftion, I believe human Weak- 
nefs would make me loth to agree to the putting a public 
Mark of Ignominy upon that, which I had formerly ^- 
greed to applaud, even by Infinaation. 
' Having now endeavoured to (hew, that our Refpe6l to the 
King, or the Generality of the Expreflions propofed to be 
made u(e of, can be no Argument for our defcending into 
fo many Particulars ; allow me, my Lords, to deicend into 
thofe Paiticulan, and examine every one of them feparate- 
ly, by way of Reply to the Obfervations the npble Lord 
has been pleafed to make on them ; but firil let mp take 
feme Notice of what the noble Duke faid in relation to our 
former Treaties and Negotiations. He told us, that, in 
treating with foreign Powers, no general Rules could be 
ef^ablifhed ; in which I mud beg leave to differ from him ; 
for, I believe there are many general Rules may be eftablifh- 
ed : I ihall mention only two, which are, That we ought 
always to obferve, and, as punftualiy as poffible, comply 
with the Terms of thofe Treaties we enter into : And the 
other general Rule is. That we ought to enter into no Trea- 
ties but fuch as are for the Interefl of our native Country. 
Thefe are two general Rules, which are, by the Nature of 
Things, cftablifhed, though I doubt much if they have 
' been always obferved. • By the Treaty of Hanover , my 
X^ords, we are told, tliat dangerous Defigns againft this 
Nation were prevented ; Defigns which had been formed 
' ' • * * againft 
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againft us by the Treaty of Fieuna^ between tke Emperor 
and Spain : But this is a Fad that has always been dir[>utcd i 
and if the Fad was falfe, I am very fare the Treaty offla- 
nover was very much contrary to the Intereft of this Na- 
tion : Nay, confidering how improbable it is, that the Im- 
perial Court would enter into the Meafures then attribated 
to them ; or that the Imperial and Spanijh Courts, united 
together, could conceive Hopes of doing any great Injury 
to Britaifty there is fome Reafon to believe, that the Story 
was invented by a Court, whofe Intereilit was then to break, 
by any Means, the good Corre(i)cndeoce that was by the 
Treaty of Vanna, eftablifhed l^tween the Courts oiPtiMM 
and Madrid, and whofe Intercft it will always be to ibment 
Jealoufies and Diviiions between the Counts of Fiensa^ Ma- 
drid ^nd London. I will agree with the noble Duke, that 
the Correfpondence between Spain and us, which was broke 
off by the Treaty of Hanover^ was, in fome meafure. I 
will not fay altogether, reftored by the Treaty of Seville; 
but I wifli he had told us, at whofe Expence that Correfpon- 
dence was reflored, or what other Honour or Advantage the 
Nation reaped from that Treaty ; and if, by the Treaty of 
Vienna^ a Corre(jpondence was rellored between the Empe- 
ror and us, I am afraid our Correfpondence with SfaiMWZ^f 
by that new Treaty, a little disturbed ; and the Union, 
which now fubfifts between France and ^fain, was effeftual- 
ly eflabliihed : So that, upon the whole, I do not fee, that 
this Nation has many Advantages to brag of from oar kte 
Treaties and Negotiations; and if the Treaty of f^^vM, 
between the Emperor and Spain ^ was not fuch a Treaty as 
it was mofl indu^ioufly reprefented by us to be^ I am very 
certain the Nation has already greatly fuffered by the Mis- 
take, and may fuffer a great deal more in time to come. 
* But now, my Lords, to return to the Paragraphs of the 
Motion, which, by the Amendment, arc propofed to be 
left out. To thefe I ihall fpcak with the more Freedom, 
becaufe I do not think his M<ije(ly any way conoemed in 
the Quellion. I fliall always be ready to join' in our ac- 
knowledging our Duty and Fidelity to the Kjng ; but, when 
we are to pafs Compliments upon Meafures, it is to the Mi* 
niflers we make thefe Compliments, and I ihall never be 
for this Houfe's defcending fo low, as blindly to pafs Com- 
pliments on them. By the £rft of thefe Paragraphs we aie 
to acknowledge the Care of the MiniHers, in preventing our 
being unnecelTarily engaged in theprefentWar. My L^ds, 
if this be not a dired AfHrmation, it is as ftrong an Infinaa> 
tion as this Houfe can make, that we were noway obIi|ed, 
either by Treaty or by Intereftj tQ engage in the preteBt 
2 ^Wari 



( 353 ; 

« War; and if, upon Eoquiry, it (hould afterwards come Anno 8. G o. II. 

* oat, that we were, from the very beginning, obliged '7} 4- " 

* both by Treaty and bylnterefl to have engaged in the \Var, ^ ^^ 

* what would the World think of this Houfe, if we ihauld 

* agree to the AdJrefs this Day propofed ? nay, I muft ap- 
' peal to the Lords thit are againft me in this Motion, 
' what they would think of themfelves for having agreed to 
' foch an Addreis ; they would be obliged to acknowledge, 
' at leafl. that they had been impofed on, and fuch an Ac« 

* knowledgment can add nothing to the Chara^r of any 
' Man, much lefs can it add to the Charad^er of any Lord 

* of Parliament. 

• If there wftre then no manner of Reafon to prefome, 

* that we were any way obliged to cngige in the prefent War, 
' we ought not, my Lords, to come in blindly to the ma« 
' king of {ach an Iniinuation in our Addrefs : But in the 
' preient Cafe there is fome Reafon to prefume, that we 

* were adlually obliged, if not to engage as Principals, at 

* leaft to engage as Allies and Guarantees. The noble Duke 

* has told U5, that the Emperor has not on^y demanded the 
^ Saccoars fHpuIated by the Treaty of Viennay but infilli 

* apon it, that we ought dire^y to furnlih them. 1 ihall 
' not pretend to fay, my Lords, that the Imperial Minif- 

* ters are in the right ; on the contrary, 1 hope they have 

* no manner of Reaibn for the Demand they have made ; 
' but as we have neither feen the Treaty of Fieimay nor 
' the Reaibns alledged by the Imperial Court for the De« 

* mand they have made, farely we ought not thus blindly 
' to iniinuate, that there is nothing in what they have faid 
' npon that Subject. 

• Now, my Lords, let us take the other Side of the Cjfe ; 

* let us fappofe that we were no way obliged, either in 

* Honour or Intereft, to concern oiirfelvcs in the prefent 

* War : In fach a Cafe, what would that Minifter have de- 

* ferved, that ihould have advifed his Majelly to plunge the 

* Nation into a War, in which we had no manner of Con^ 
' ccm ? Would not he have deferved the higheft Refent* 

* mcnt of this Houfe } would not he have deferved tlie high- 
' eft Vengeance his Country could have brought upon hb 

* guilty Head ? And (hall we, my Lords, make a fine Com- 

* pfiment to a Minifter, for not doing, wh^it ? For not 

* doing that fot which he ought to have iofl hi:^ Head upon 

* a Scaffold. 

• I am really furprifed,. my Lords, to hear it pretended, 
' that the Treaty of Vienna was concluded, or the Nego- 
' tntion for that Purpofe carried on; in Concert with the 

* DuUbi fince it is fo wrell known, that they were fo far 

U H ' from 
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AnnoS. Geo.II.* from being principal Contracting Parties, th&t it was, aftef 
'''34-S* « long Delays, and with much DifEcolty, that they acceded 
"*^ * to it ; and that they did not even at lift accede, bat under 

* feveral Reftridlions and Limitations, and after having ob- 

* tained feveral Additions and Explanations, in FavcAir of 

* their own Country : They, like a wife State, took that 

* Opportunity to have all .Difputes and Difierences with 

* the contracting Powers, agreed and fettled to their own 

* liking ; as they were, by that Treaty, to do a very great 
« Favour to the Emperor, they took care to have tome- 

* thing in Return ; and it were to be wiflied, that wc had 

* followed their Example, in every Treaty wc have lately 

* made. They were, indeed, n; med in the Treaty of Ft- 

* enna as principal contrafting Parties, but how they came 

* to be fo I could never yet comprehend ; the Imperial 
' Court fubmitted to it, perhaps at that Time, becaufe they 

* had a very great Favour to ask, and it was very mudi 
' their Intereft to have the Dutch become Parties in that 

* Treaty ; but how we came to fubmit to have any Power 

* named, as a principal contracting Party in a Treaty with 

* us, without their being as ready to fign it as we were, I 

* cannot yet comprehend. 
• As for their not having made that Reduction of their 

* Land Forces, which was propofed before the War broke 

* out ; it is very certain they have not, even now, a grcat- 
« er Number of Forces, than is neceiTaiy for defending the 

* extenfive Frontiers of their Country, and fupporting the 

* many Garriibns they are obliged to keep up ;^ fo that if 
' they had made any Reduction, they muft have trufted to 

* foroe of their Neighbours for their Defence ; but, fup- 
' poiing that they might have fafely made that Redudion, 

* their having fufpended it, cannot be called aCting in Concert 
' with us ; becaufe we have not only fufpended making 

* that Reduction in our Land Forces, which we might eafily 

* have made, and which we ought to have made if the War 
' had not broke out } but we have made large Additions 

* to our Forces both by Sea and Land ; and yet it mufthe 

* acknowledged that we are not, by our Situation, fo im- 
« mediately cxpofed to Danger as the Du/ch are. From 

* hence, my Lords, it is to me evident, that the Concert 
« between the Dutch and us, can confift in nothing, but, as 

< has been already {aid, in our having acquainted the DtUck 

< with the Meafures we were to take, and the Expences we 

* were to put ourfelves to ; and fuch a Concert does not, 
« in my Opinion, deferve a Compliment from this Hoo/e, 

* not evra IB \b^ m9ft goicr^ Tcrn[is that can be thought of. 

I « lauft 
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* I muft Aibmit to your Lordfhips, whether the Compli- Aimo8. Geo.ir, 
ment propofed to be made^ upon the Acceptation of our i734-v 
good Offices, and upon the Plan of Peace, does not bear ' 
a Ytry ftrong Iniinuation, that we think it was reafonable 
and neceilary for us to offer oar good Offices ; that thefe 
oar good Offices are accepted of in fuch a manner, as may 
^vc great Hopes of their Saccefs, and that it was proper 
for us to thruft ourfelves fo far into other People's Affairs, 
with which we declare we had no Concern, as to propofe 
a Plan for an Agreement ; and, confidering the profound 
Ignorance we have b^n kept in, with relation to all our 
late foreign Tranikflions, I do not fee hew we can, in 
Honour, pretend to make any fuch Infmuacions. It is an 
dd Obfcrvation, my Lords, that Arbiteis often draw up- 
on themfelves the Reientment of both the Parties at Va- 
rian<^e : In private Life, it is always reckoned a dangerous 
Undertaking, efpecially when the Arbitration is offered, 
without being defired by either of the Parties concerned : 
In public Affiurs the Maxim will hold equally true, and 
therefore no wife State will be ready to intermeddle in 
foreign Broils, unleis by fuch intermeddling, they have a 
View of procuring fome particular Advantage to them* 
felves : The Balance of Power in Europe is not yet in fuch 
a dangerous State, as to require our being fo very bufy and 
offidoas I and when it comes to be (o^ the other Powen of 
Emrope^ not yet engaged in the War, are as much intereft- 
ed, ami ought to intermeddle as much as we ; fo that, 
opon a fbidl Enquiry, it may, perhaps appear, that even 
the Offer of thefe good Offices was not only unnecefTary, 
bat officious, and without any View to the particular Ad- 
vantage of this Nation : And if, upon fuch Enquiry, it fhould 
appear, that the Acceptation of thefe good Offices has been 
made, by every one of the Powers conLcmcd, in fuch 
Terms as cannot give any Hopes of SuCvcfs, how can wq 
anfwer to the Honour and Dignity of this Houfe, .for ma- 
king fuch anticipated and fuch rafh Infinuations ? 
' The Plan to be offisred by us, may appear to be a wife 
and a good one, it may appear to be otherwife ; but, my 
Lords, if, upon Enquiry, it fhould appear, that even the 
offing of our good Offices was rafh and officious, furely 
the propofmg of a Plan,, and fetting ourfelves up openly, 
as -Law-givers to the other Princes and States of Etirope^ 
mail appear to be much more fo, and may involve this; 
Nation in Difficulties and Dangers, we feem at prefent to 
be very little aware of: It may produce Confederacies a- 
gainU us ; it may unite the Powers o£ Europe in a League, 
lo pull down the Pride of Great Britain; which is a Cafe 
U U ? • that 
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Annog.Gco.II. « that has often before happened j a Cafe by which ahnoft 
'73 4^'^- « every one of the Powers of Europe has been, fomc -tiiae 

* or another, brought very rear to their utter DeflraSioc. 
' I do not know, my Lords, but that the Duicb laaiy have 
' a^ed in Concert with usi both in the offering our good 
' Offices, and in the drawing up and propoilng this Plan of 

* Peace which is to be offered : In this, I fay, they have 
' aded in Concert with us, becaufe it put them to no £x- 

* pence j bat I am afraid it will at laft appear, nay, perhaps 
' they may endeavour to make it appear, that their acting 

* in fuch a Manner, proceeded entirely from a political Com- 

* plaifancc, they were obliged to Ihew to Great Brttmn ; 
' fo that in the end, they may get as much Honour and 

* Advantage as we, by the Succds, and can no way fcfer 
« by the Difappointment. 

• As to the threatening Paragraph, my Lords, I am very 

* fure, that if a Man in a private Company ihould fwag- 
' ger, and Avear, he would not be amufed ; he would not 
' be inipofed on ; he would always be ready to 2&. that 

* Part which was incumbent on him to undertake : If I 

* were one of the Company, I fhould look upon it as a 
' threatening fort of Declaration ; and if there had been 

* any Difpute between him and me, if I had but rcfiiied 
' any thing he defired of me, I ihould look upon it as a 

* Threat defigned direftly againil me : Indeed, if fuch a 
' Blufterer had had no Difpute with any one of the Com- 

* pany, I ihould look upon him as a Bully and a very ilily 

* Fellow. In public Life, I think, my Lords, it is the 

* fame: When it becomes necelTary for this Nation t« afti 

* I hope we fhall always aft with that Vigour and Courage 

* which is worthy of Great Britain i but I (hall always be 

* againff our making any bullying or bluffering Deciarations, 

* till it becomes neceifary for us to carry them diredly into 
' Execution ; and therefore I muft be againff this F^t of 
■ the Motion. 

* It is true, my Lords, the late Treaty with Denmari is 

* not mentioned particularly in the Motion » but when we 

* talk fo much of the Wifdom, the right Reafon, and thePra- 

* dence of his Majefty's Councils, which in the Language of 

* Parliament, upon thisOccafion, is underftood to be the Wif- 

* dom, the right Reafon, and the Prudence of his Miniffen, I 

* muH prefum e, and all the World will , I believe, prefume, that 

* the late Treaty with Denmark b included among the reft i 

* and I cannot applaud the Wifdom, the right Reafon, and 

* the Prudence ot that Treaty, before I know what it is, Wc 

* are told, my Lords, that if that Treaty had not been 

* <x>ncluded^ fom^ other woul4 : J do not know* wy Lords, 



( 357 ) 

that this Nation is at preTent in any Danger of being at- Anno S. Geo.IL 
tacked, and therefore J do not know any Rcafon we had to '734 -5* 
pay a Sublidy to Denmark, in order to prevent that King*8 
making any Treaty he had a mind ; but if we were to be 
attacked, forely we are not to become tributary to him, 
and to pay him a yearly Tribute, under the Name of a 
Subitdy, to prevent his joining with any Power whatever 
againil us ; and if the Prefervation of the Baknce of Power 
was the only Motive for entering into fuch a Treaty, if that 
was in any real Danger, he was certainly as much oon- 
cemed for its Prefervation as we $ and therefore we are not 
to fuppofe, that he would have concluded any Treaty to its 
Diiadvantage. From fuch Reafoning, my Lords, as I 
have this Day heard in this Houfe, one would really ima- 
gine, that we are to take the Care of preferving the Ba- 
lance of Power in Europe entirely upon ourfelves ; which if 
we do, I can eaiily forefee, that moA of the Princes oi Eum 
rope will always take Advantage of our officious Care, and 
our ridiculous Appreheniions, and wiU refuie to adl with 
Vigour even in their own Defence, unlefs we pay them a 
yearly Sub£dy for fb doing. 

* I diall conclude, my Lords, with obferving, that if it 
was necefiary for his Majefty to lay this Treaty before the 
other Houfe, becaufe it was to be attended withifome £x- 
penee, the very iame Reafon made it ceoeflary for his Ma- 
jefty to order it to be laid before this Hoafe; for although 
Grants of Money are firll made by the other Houfe, no 
fuch Grant can be eiiedual, without the Confent of this. 
It would feem then, that when a Demand is to be made on 
the other Houfe, .for any Grant of Money, the Reafon for 
making fuch Demand is to be laid before them, without 
their aiking for it ; but when we are to conient to that very 
Grant, no Reafon is to be laid before us, unlefs we afk for 
it. This, my Lords, is a different Sort of fiehavioar, with 
refpedl to the two Houfes, which I /hall make no Remark 
on, but leave to your Lordihips Confideration. 
' From what I have iaid, my Lords, I hope I have made 
it appear, that every Paragraph, propofed to be left out of 
the Motion now before us, is inconfiftent with the Ho« 
noiir and Dignity of this Houfe, and that neither the Duty 
ner the Refped we owe to his Majefty, require our putting 
any one of them into our Addrefs ; but that the firft and 
laft Paragraphs of the Motion are fufficient, and as much 
as, by d^ancientUfage of Parliament, was cuftomary upon 
foch Occafions ; and therefore I hope your Lord&ips will 
agree to the Amendment propofed.' 

The 
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Anno 8. Geo.II. The QueHion firfl put was as ufual, for agreeing to the A- 
'73VS- mendment propofed, upon which there was a Divifion ; and 
^^•^^^ ^ there being but 3 7 Contents to 89 Not Contents, the Amend- 
QjiefUoDs put. ment was difagreed to by a Majority of 5 2. 

The Qaeftion, confequcntly, next put, was. To agree 
to the Motion, which was carried without a Divifion; 
and a Committee being named to draw up the Addreis, they 
retired to the Prince's Chamber j and being returned, the Ad- 
drefs drawn up was read and agreed to the fame Day, and is 
as follows, 'uiz. 

Dieyavis, 23 Januarii, 1734. 

Mofi gracious Sovereigftf 

The Lords Ad- * \T7fi you^" Majefly's moft dutiful and loyal Subjcas, the 

*'*^* * \}f Lords fpiritual and temporal in Parliament affem- 

' bled, humbly beg Leave to return your Majeily our un* 

' feigned Thanks for your moft gracious Speech from the 

* Throne. 

* The many Bleffings we enjoy, under your Majefty's mild 

* and aufpicious Government, are happily felt by all your 

* People i among which your paternal Care and Tendernefs 
' for their true Intereft, in employing your unwearied En- 
' deavours, to prevent their being unneceilarily involved in 

' ^ the prefent War, ftand fignally diiHnguiflied : And it would 
< argue the hightft Degree of IngrRtitude in us, if we did not 

* acknowledge ourfelves fenfibly afFe6ted by the Benefits that 

* have accrued from this prudent Conduct. 

■ Id this your Majefty has given the World frefh Proofs of 
' your juil Sentiments of true and folid Glory, fince you have 

* preferred the real Profperity and Eafe of your Subjeds to all 

* other Confiderations ; and in that View have concerted 

* Meafures with the States General of the U/iifeJ Provinces 

* (the ancient and natural Allies of the Britijb Crown) fi}rre- 

* itoring the public Tranquillity. 

* It is with the utmoft Satis£i6tion we obferve, that, in 

* Confequence of this proceeding, the good Offices of your 
' Majefty, in Conjundion with them, have been accepted by 

* the feveral Parties engaged in the War ; and we cannot Azf- 
' fer ourfelve? to doubt, but the Interpofition of the maritime 

* Powers, united in Intereft and mutual Friendfhip, will have 

* its juft Weight. 

* When we tumour Thoughts to the various anddifierent 

* Views of the Princes and Powers concerned, we find our- 

* felvts obliged, with the utmoft Thankfulnefs, to afcribe it 

* to your Majefty^s uncommon Vigilance and Attention to the 

* Welfare of your People, and the Repofe of Cbrifttndtm^ 

• tha^ 
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* that no Time hsLth been loft io making Ufe of any good Anno 8. Gto.th 

* Difpoficions of the refpeftive Powers at Variance ; and that '734J5' 

* thb falutary and extenfive Work is advanced to fach a De- 
' gree^ that a Plan may be ihortly offered to their Confide- 

* ration, as a Bails for a general Treaty. 

• The Events of Negotiations, as well as of War, arc, 
' in the Nature of Things, liable to Uncertainty : But 
' When we refle£k on the many Jnftances we have experienced, 

* of right Reafon and Prudence being the governing Rule of 

* your Majeily^s Anions, we promife oorfelves, that theie 

* your generous Labours, for procuring univerfal Tranquil- 
' lity, will merit that good Succefs, which all welldifpoicd 

* Minds w'fh they may be attended with. 
' At the fame time permit us to afTure your Majefty, that 

* we are incapable of being fo hx amuied by any Hopes 
' whatfoever, as to leave the Security of your Majefty and 

* your Kingdoms expofed to real Dangers ; and that our 

* Endeavours (hall never be wanting, to difappoint the vain 
' Expe^btions of any, who (hall be Co prefumptuous, as to 

* imagine Advantages to themfelves from fuch Methods. 
' I'hc Wifdom of your Majefty's Councils, and that Stea- 

* dine(s and Conftancy which are inherent in your Royal 

* Mind, joined with a Harmony which fubfiils between your 

* Majefty and that powerful Republic, in Concert with which 

* this great Tranfa^ion has been carried on, will, we truft, 
' in due time prevail over all unreafonable Oppoiition : And 

* that this may be the happy EfFeft of youf good Offices, wc 

* beg Leave to affure your Majefty, with that Reiblution 

* and Firmnefs which become the Peers of Great Britain, 
' on ib important an Occafion, that we will chearfully fup* 

* port your Majefty in all fuch Meafures, as may be neceftary 

* for procuring the Bleffings of Peace and TranquilUty, or 
' for putting this Nation in a Condition to ad that Part, 

* which it may be incumbent on Great Britain to undertake. 
' It is a Felicity which we ought, in a moft a£Fe6tionate 

* Manner, to remember on every Occaiion of approaching 

* your Sacred PeHbn, that your Majefty hath always efteem- 
' ed the Intereft of Sovereign and Subjedl, as mutual and in- 
' feparable ; and made the dut Execution and Obfervance 

* of the Laws the Rule of yoar Government : As your Ma- 

* jefty, agreeably to your repeated Declarations from the 

* Throne, hath invariably held this Conduct towards your 

* Subjeds, we can entertain no Doubt, but you will find the 
' fame inviolable and unftiaken Fidelity, and the fame Zeal 
' for the true Honour and Happinefs of your Majefty, and 

* your Kingdoms (which can never be divided) both from 

* }o\u Parliament s^d yo^r People. 

• On 
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MttDot^ GtoAt * On our Parts, we humbly intreac your Majefty to accept 

'7J4-V * the iirongeft AfluranceSy that we arc determined^ by a ft»- 

'^' ^ * dy Coarfe of Loyalty and dutiful Aflfedion to your Majef- 

' ty> and a firm Peifeverance in purfuing the true Intereft of 

* our Country, to convince the World, that we moft fcrioaf- 
' ly confider the Maintenance of our Religion and liberties, 

* as being abfolntely involved in the Security and Support of 
' your Majefty^s Peribn and Government ; and in the m- 

* fervation of the Proiefiamt Succeffion in yoor Royal HooTe i 
' and that it is the unalterable Purpofe of our Hearts, under 

* the FroteAion of the divine Providence, to tranfmit thefe 
' invaluable 3leiDngs fafe and entire to oar PoUerity/ 

This Addrefs was next Day prefented to his Majefiy, and 
his Majelly returned the following Anfwer^ viz. 

My Lords, 
The Ruig*s An- T Thank you fir this kyed and affiSionate Addrefs. The Ga- 
fwer. cem that you Jhew fir the Succefs of tfty End:itvourSf in 

Conjun^ion «with the States General, for reftortng the fuhlic 
Tranquillity f is <uery accept ahle tome. 

Nothing fhedl he twaniing, on mf Part, that may contrihiUe 
thereto ; and the Duty and AffeSlion of my Parliament and 
People^ upon which I depend in all Events, iviJl add greet 
% ' freight to my Endeavours. 

^^ The Motion for this Addrefs was made by the Duke of 

Speakers. Df^vottfiire, and ffconded by the Lord Vifcount Harrin^tn. 

The Amendment to the Motion was propofed bv the Lord 

Carteret ; was oppofed by the Duke of NevKaftle and the 

Lord Hard<wick ; and was fupporced by the Earl of Chefer* 

Jield, the Lord Bathurji, and the Earl of Strafford. 

Petition of fix /^^ the 1 3th of Fehruary, the following Petition was prc- 
Scotifi Pecre, \J fented to the Right Honourable the Houfe of Peers^by 
prefented by the hij Grace the Duke oi Bedford, viz. 

* To the Right Honourable the Lords fpiritual and temporal in 
' Parliament affemhled: The humble Petition 0/* James Dvkt 

* of Hamilton and Brandon, Charles Duke of Queenfbury 
' and Dover, James Duke of Montrofe, Thomas Earl ^ 

* Dundonald, Alexander Earl of Marchmont, and John 

* Earl of Stair, 

Sheivith, 

HAT at the laft Ele6lion of fixteen Peers, t» ferve 

_ in this Parliament for that Part ofGreat Britain call- 

Scot/and, a Majority of Votes was obtained for the Doke 

2 'of 
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of Butcletigh^ the Duke of Athole^ the Marquis of £0- Anno 8. Geo. 11. 
thatHy the Earl of Craw/or^f, the EatI of Sut&fr/andy the '734-5| 
Earl of Morfton, the Earl ofLoitdon, the Earl of FiftlaUr, ^ 7^** ^ 
the Earl of 5^iJf jri, the Earl of Ba/carras, the Earl 
of Dwimore, the Earl of Orkney ^ the Earl of Portmore^ 
the Earl of Hopeton^ the Earl of ///ry, the Lord Cathcart ; 
and they were accordingly returned. 

* Your Petiponers, however, conceive it their Duty to 
repreient to your Lordfhips, that feveral undue Method s 
and illegal Practices were ufed towards carrying on thi s 
Election, and towards engaging Peers to vote for a Lift 
of Peers to rcprefent the Peerage of Scotland^ fuch as are 
inconfiftent with the Freedom of Parliaments, difhonoar- 
able to the Peerage, contrary to the Defign and Intention 
of thofe Laws that dircdl the Eledion of the fixtccn Peers 
of that Part of Great Britain called Scotland^ and fuch 
as may prove fobverfive of our &appy Conilitution ; In- 
flances and Proofs whereof we are able to lay before your 
Lordihips, in fuch Maimer as your Lord (hips fhall di- 
rea. 

* Wherefore your Petitioners humbly pray, that your 
Lordfhips will be pleafed to take this important Af&ir into 

your moft ferioos Confideration, to allow thefe Inftances ^ 

and Proofs to be laid before you, and to do therein as in 
your great Wifdoms (hall feem moft proper, to maintain 
the Dignity of the Peerage, the Freedom of the Eledion of 
Peers for that Part of Great Britain called Scotland, and 
to preferve the Conftitution and Independency of Parlia- 
ments • 

♦ And jour PititiontrM fiaU ev9r frof. S. C . 

Hamilton a«^ Brandon, Dundonald, 
Queenfbary 418^ Dover, Marchmont, 
Montrofe^ Stair. 

After this Petition was read, his Grace flood up, andFIrft Motion 
moved for a Day to take it into Confideration; he would upon ^^hy the M 
nor pofitively foe upon any Day, but he would propofe that^'^'* 
Day Month, and that their Lordfhips might order thofe 
Peifons, by whom the Petitioners thought they could prove 
th^ir Allegations, to attend againfl that D^ : In thb Mo- g^^^^^j ^ ,he 
tion he was fcconded by his Grace the Duke of Marlbo- Duke of Mart* 

rwivb. . borough^ 

In Support of the Queflion It was argued by the twq 
noble Dukes who made and feconded the Motion, in Sub* 
fiance as follows, vf». 
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AflBoS. Geo.11^ 

'^3425* « My Lords, I take it to be a conflanc and a cotaia 

^ * Maxim of this Houfe, never to rejed the- PetitiM of any 

< Sttbjed, or of any Number of SubjeAs, vaik& upon the 

Argument for it. « yery FaCe of the Pctitioa there appears to beibaahing 

* very frivolous or impertinent ; and upon aH die Pecitk»s 
' I have obferved prefenced to this Hotke, there has alway$ 
' been a Day affigned, either for an Anfwer, or for the 
' Petitioner to prove his AlJegatioBS, acconiUag to tbe Na* 
^ ture of the Petition. If it be a Petition againft any par- 
' ticular Perfon or Perfons, fuch as Petitioas of Appeal, 
' there is then a Day appointed for the Defendencs or Re- 
^ fpondents to anfwer ; and a Summons is direfbd of courfe 

* to be ferved upon them for that End : If the Pedtioa be 
' to fet forth any particular Grievances or Inconvenienoes 
f the Petitioner labours nnder, and from which he defires the 

* Aid of this Houfe, to be rdieved, fuch as Petitioas for 

* private Bills ; the Petitioner has^ io fuch Qaks, a Day to 

* prove the Allegations of his Petition, and for that End he 

* has of courfe the Aid of this Houfe for fununoning thofe Pei^ 

* fons to attend, by who«i he thinks he cai^ prove what hs has 
< in his Petition fet forth : If it be a Petition complainiag 
^ of puUic Grievances, in order to obtain a pubJiic Law 

* for the Rediefs of thofe Grievances, the Petidaner, of 
^ Petitioners have then a Day affigaed, for poviag their 

* Allegation, and they have of courfic the Somiaons^ or 
f Order of this Houfe, commanding thofe Peribns to attend, 
' by whom they think they may prove theFaAsor the 

* Grievances complained of. 

^ Of this laft Sort I take the Petition to be, which I have 
f now had the Honour to prefent to yoar Lordfhips ; and 
« never was there, J believe, a Petition prefented to this 
' Houfe of greater Cpnfequence aa to the SubjeQ Matter 




ginable : It is a Complaint that nearly i 
^ Honour and the Dignity, m^, I may (ay, the very Being 
^ of this Houfe ; becaufe, if tiiere be good Ground for t& 
^ Complaint, the Conflitution of this Kingdom' cannot fab* 
' fill, the Liberties of our Country cannot long enduiti 
f if the Grievances complained of be not fully and fpeedr* 
' ly redrefTed. Then as to the Petitionexs, let us oonfider, 
^ my Lords, who they are: Theyare Men of as hi^ Raak 
* as any Subjefb in the Kingdom ; they are Noblemen of 
? equal Quality with ourfelves in cytry RefpeO^ except as 
? to Seats m this Hoafe ; and that they have perhaps been 
? deprived of, by the evil Pr^aiccs of which they coffl- 

5 ^Hm\ 
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* plain: But this tfaey do not infift on; they do not come Anno 8. Ceo. 11. 

* here to complaan of any particular injury done to . '^j^I^' ^ 
« themfdves; it is their Re^urd for the public Weal, their' » 

« iRegard for the Honour of this Hoafe, that has prevailed 

* on them to becone Petitioners to your Lordfhtps. 

* I fliall not pretend, my Lords, to fay, that the Fa^ 
' complained oi afe trae ; That your Lordfhtps are to de- 

* «eiaiine, arficr a full and a ilri^t Enquiry ; but I am fure 

* there is nothing frivoloos or impertinent appears npon the 

* Face of the Beticion ; and if we may judge from the 
' Chaiaders, as well as Quality of ^e Petitioners ; if we 
' mxy judge .ftoin common Fame and public Report ; nay, 
' if wc may judge from fome Occurrences, not a great ma* 
' ny Years ago, there is Reafon to believe their Complaint 
' is bgttoo well gtoonded. AU the Petitioners we know ; 
' f«ne of titem luive had the Honour to fit in this Hoofe ; 
' and whale they iiithere, their Behavioor was fuch, that 
' I am perfnaded none cif your Lordfhips will think, that 
' thejr vnmld allow th«nfelves<to be impofed en by ridicu- 

* Ims Jt^orts, or flight Surmifes. I cannot therefore, in 
' tfae kaft, fufpea, that the Petition I have had the Ho- 
' aour 10 preicnt wttl be r^eCied ; and for this Reafon, I 

* dunk, the only proper Motion I can make, is, to ap- 
'* ptMt a Day, (^r.* (as above-mentioned.) 

Loid Onjhw, * My Lords, tho* it has dways been the Lord Oti/lrto^ 

< FraOiee cf this Hoitfe, to receive Petitions from any Sub- 

* je6t, n^iidi did not in themfeives appear frivolous or im- 

* pertinent ; yet the Petition now prefented to us is, in my 

* Opinion, of fueh an extraordinary Nature, that it de- 

* fervcs the moft matufe Deliberatiim : It is a Petition by 
^ Vi-hick feveral Lofds, who are Members of this Houfe, 

< t»e charged with jlkrgal Pknaicesi and as inch a Charge 

* moft Arow a very great Scandal opon them, I therefore 
' think your Lofdfliips ought well to confider, before you 

* refdve to cive it fo much Countenance, as to appoint a 
' Day for taking it into Confideration.' 

Upon this the Loid Chancellor rofe up, and acquainted I^"i «»accllor. 
tlie Hoafe, * That the Petition did not charge any Lord 
«* in that Houfe with undue or illegal Praftices : It contain- 

* ed only a general Charge, that fome fuch Pradices had 
« been made ofe of, at the laft Eleaion of iixteen Poen for 
« Scotland, but did not fay by whom. 

The Barl of Cholmmdeley. • Though the Petition riO^-^Uf CMmfm^ 
'• before ns, docs not charge any Lord in particular with***'-^' 

1734-5. Xx 2 .! aoy 
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AnnoS. Geo. 11- < any undue PraAices i yet it be muft granted, that, in its 
I '^^J* » ' Confequences, it will affedk a good many Lords of tliis 
• ^*~ ' Houfe i for it exprefly charges, that no Icis than fixteen 

* Lords of this Houfe were chofen by fuch Pradices, and 
' have thereby got Seats in this Houfe; (6 that by the 
< Confequences of this Petition, every one of thofe fixteen 
' may come to lofe the Seats they have now the Honour to 

* have in this Houfe : For this Reaibn therefore, my Lords, 
' as well as on account o£ its being a Petition of a very new 
' &nd a very extraordinary Nature, I think your Lordihips 
' ought to take fome Time to confider of it, before you or- 

* der any Perfon to attend, on Account of the Matter con- 

* tained in the Petition.' 

Duke of Nevfm ^^ ^^^ ^^ NewcaftU. * My Lords, the Petition now 

eaftU's Speech ' prefented to us, is fo new in its Kind, that I really do 

and Motion. * not know whether we ought to receive it ; nay, £ do 

' not know if we have a Power to receive it. There wis, 

' indeed, fihce the Union, one Petition prefented to this 

' Houfe, complaining of an undue Election and Return, of 

* one of the fixteen Peers for Scot land; and this Houfe did 

* accordingly proceed upon the Petition, and did determine 
; ' the Right of EledUon : But in the Petition now before ui, 

' there is no dired Complaint, either againft the Election 

* or the Return of all or any one of the fixteen Peers kSt 
' chofen for Scotland; and therefore I cannot, at prefent, 
' pretend to give my Opinion, how we can proceed npon 

* it. As I luve not the Journal now before me, wiucfa 

* contains the Proceedings of this H^oufe, upon the laft Pe- 
' tition from Scotland^ I cannot tell what Method was then 

* obferved ; but if I had, I doubt much if it could be of 
' any Ufe, becaufe of this Petition's being very widely di^ 
' ferent from the former: Therefore, my Lords, I moft 

* think, that the mofl prudent Method for us to take, is, 
' to appoint a fhort Day, as fhort as you wiU, to Cbniider of 
' what is proper to be done, before you appoint a Day» 

* either for entering into the Merits of the Petition, or for 

* examining any WitneflTes, in relation to the Fads therein 
: ' complained of. For this Reafon, I fhall move your Lord- 

' fhips to refolve, to take this Petition into Confideration 
' on this. Day fe'nnight. 

£arl of Chefler^ Tp this it was anfwered by the Earl of Chefierfald^ and 
ftU^xA Lord after him the Lord Baiburft^ * That as to the Petition's be- 
Bafbmfi, * j^g^ j^ ^^ Nature, fomething new and extraordinary, it 

* was not all to be wondered at, becaufe the F;ids complaiB- 

* ed of^ w^9 fu^h as could be committed only fmce the 

* Unka 
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' Union of the two Kingdoms. Whether any Tuch PraAjces Anno*. Geo. n« 

* had been ufed fince that Time, and before the preient, tj^ey '734 '5- 

* would not take upon them to determine i but if ever any ^ •*V" "^ 

* fuch had been ufed, no Man had before had public Spirit 

* enough to complain of them ; and therefore they were the 

* more obliged to the noble Peers who had now giveii 

* themfelves that Trouble : That to them it Teemed very 
' extraordinary to queftion, whether that Houfe had a Power 

* to examine into any Grievances that could be complained 

* of by any Subjed : But it appeared dill more extraordinary 

* to make fuch a Quellion, when the Complaint was made 
' by fome of their own Number, and in relation to an 
' Affair, in which the Honour and Dignity of that Houfe 
' was chiefly and primarily concerned : That for this Rea- 
' ion it was not to be doubted, but that they had not only 
' a Powo-, but that it was their Duty, to enquire into the 
' Matters complained of, and to fift them to the Bottom * 
*• and they hoped, no Reg^ds nor Pretences would prevent 
' their doing io* However, they would, in general, agree 
' with the noble Duke, a3 to the fir^ appointing a £ort 
' Day ; for they did not doubt but that the more the Af- 
*■ &ir was coniidered, the more every Lord in that Houfe 

* would think himfelf bound, both in Honour and Duty, 
' to enquire into it : fiut they thought the Refolution ought 
' to be put in Words, different from what the noble Duke 

* had bc«n pleaied to propofei and therefore they thought 

* the Motion ought to be, That they would, upon that J^y 
' ie^nnight, take into Confideration, the Methods how to 
' proceed upon the Petition then prefented to them/ 

The Lord Chancellor. * As to the Power or Duty of this Lord Chancel- 
' Houie, in relation to the Petition now before us, I cannot 1^« 

* xeally, upon fo ihort a Deliberation, freely declare my 
' Opinion \ and as there are fome orher Lords, who Teem to 
' be in great Doubt about this Queflion, I mnil think the 

* Motion made by the noble Duke near me, the moil proper, 
' becade of its being the moft general ; and as it does not 

* determine the Queflion one Way or other, I cannot but 

* think it quite unn^ceffary to make any Difpute about it, 
' therefore i hope your Lordfhips will agree to it.^ 

Upon thb the Queftion propofed by the Duke of ^/oy- p^j^^ ^f ^^^ 
caftU was agreed to without any Divifion; arid it was ac-fa/7ib*8'Motioa 
cordingly xefolved. That that Houfe would, upon that Day asreed to. 
fe*nni^t, take the Petitipn into their Confideration : After 
which it was ordered, that the Lords ihould be fummoned to 
attend upon that Day. 

WH?N 
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Anno I. Ceo. ff. 
^734-5- ir^rHEN thtOrdcr of the D«jr being fead, his Grace 
^'"'^V''*^ y^ ^hc rDuke of Buccieugb «iid^ after him the Duke 
Duke* ofAtM of ^/W ftood np, and took Notice, That the Petkioo tbey 
and Buccieugb z* Were then to take into their Confidenition, was ooocefved 
^inft the Peti . in fuch general and mdefinite Terms, that they xxnAi not 
^^' ^from the Woids of the Petition, determine, wiMther -or no 

the Petitioners defigned to controvert, or Id ob^ agaiuft 
the laft Eteftion of the £xteen Peers, to repident the Peer- 
age K>£ Scotland m that Honfe ; and as their Right to their 
Seats in that Honfe, depended upon the Regakrityofthit 
Eleflion, they hoped their Lordfhips woald take Care to 
have that Point cleared up, before they proceeded any far- 
ther upon that Petition, or at leaft, before they proceeded 
to the Exammation of any Witneffes. 

Motion thereon. This brought on a Motion, * That the Confideradon of 
' the Petition (hoold be adjourned to a fhort Day, and that the 
' Petitioners fhould be ordered to declare againft that Bay, 
' whether they intended to controvert the laft £le6tion of all 

* thefixtecn Peers, to reprefent tbePeeragc of Scotland m that 

* Houfc, ortheEledUon ofany, and which of them.* 

In fupport of the Motion it was argued dius. 

fi^rt^f it" * ^y ^'•^^> ^« Petition now before us is, in my Opi- 
^^ • nion, conceived in fuch vague and genera! Terms, that it 

* is impcffibl^ to determine, whether the hrtc Elefkion, with 

* refpeft to all or any of the fixteen Peers liA retonted, is 
' to be attacked or not ; and as iti$ impoffible todetemuoe 

* whether any, and what Perfons are to be accnfed, by the 

* Complaint exhibited to us in this Petition ; fo I cannot 

* determine, and I believe no Lord in this Houfe can, whe- 

* thcr we are to proceed upon this Af&ir, in oariegifiative 
■ or in our judicial Capacity. If any undue or illegal 

* Pradiccs were made ufe of, in procuring the E1e6Ban or 
* • the Return of all or any of the fixteen Lords from Scttknd^ 

* now in this Houfe, furely that Eleftion or Return nwft be 

* void, and the Peers of Scotland mttft proceed to anew 

* Eledion. In this Cafe, your Lordlhips are certainly xo 

* proceed in your judicial Capacity ; and as the Right of pri- 

* vate Perfons is to be brought into Queftion, as the Right of no 

* lefs than fixteen Lords, to their Seats in this Houfe, is to 

* be examined into, and determined ; the Aftaur now before 

* us is then to be confidered as a Caufe, and I hope your 
' Lordihips will proceed in it with the fame JufUoe and te- 
; partiality, and with th« iamc Regohrityj wluch you ob- 

a ^ ferr« 
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' (cnft in ail other Caufes. The fuEtscn noUe Lords bow in Amo f. 6«b. n, 

* this n>aie, maft then be considered as the Defeadenta or ^ ^m^' 
' RefpoodentB; and I hope yoar Lordfliips wiH oefcr 
' proceed ia any Caufc, to exanyne Wiuieifes fin* the Peti- 
' tioner only ; if we ase to examine a«y Wttaeica againft the 
^ nobk Lor^ now in this Houie, I hope you will give them- 
' proper Notice, and examine likewife inch Witjwffes, as 

* they may think prqper §or their Jaftificatk>n. 

' Tho* I cannot, my Lords, fromthe Words of the Peti* 

* tion, determine, whether any particular Pciibna axe to be 
' accnied, yet from the Natwre of the Cafir, I oraft thinJc, 
' that it neceflarily ends in an Accnfation againft particular Per- 
' fons ; for if there have been illegal Prances, thcie muft hare 

* been ilk^alPra^tilers, and thde ?n£kikn mod have been 

* guilty of a very high Mifdemeanor, In this Caft likcwife, 
' your Lordihips are to proceed in yoiur judicial Capacity ; 
' and in that Wa^, I hope, you will never piaceed to exanmie 
' Witaeflfcs ag^n& any Alan, mthout having fifft called 
' the Party before yoo, without having given him No- 
' tice of the Crioies hud to his Charge, or without giviag^ 

* him an Opportnaity, both to csois-eiaaMne the Witatfies 
' that are brought againft him, and to bring what Witaeffin 
^ he may think proper for his Vindication s fo that I do not 
' iee, how yon can proceed in the Afiui now befbeeyoa, till' 
' the Petitioners declare, whether or no they intend to chal- 

* leoga or impeach the Eledion of aU ee any* and whom, 
' of the fizton Peers laft chofen, and have particaJarlx 
< named the Peribns who were ^ty of the undue aad 
' Siiual Pradxces of which they complain, 

* If any Suitor, in any of the Courts below, ihonld peti- 

* tioo this Houfey and complain in general of undue Methods 
' and illegal Pta&ices made nfe of ia aay Court below, 

* without naniag any Perfon, who had been guilty of tboTo 
' undue Methods or ille^ Pra^Uoes ; I bdieve your Lord* 

* ihips would not (^ much as receive or give any Coun- 
' ceaanoe to fuch a Petition ; but ia the preleat Cafe, your 

* Loidflups have nccived the Pietition, and, in my Opkiion, 
' yoo are in the right, not only to receive it, but to take all 

* proper Methods, to get at the Bottom of the Complaint, 

* both becau& of the Dignity of the Petitioners, and be- 
' cauie the Matters complained of, may zSe& the Honoae 
' and Dignity of this Houfe s yet ftill, my Lords, I hope 

* jon wiU proceed in it ia iiich a Mamcr, as not to do In- 

* juAice to ai^ private Man, and fo as not to load the 
^ innocent widi even the Impiitarioa of a heavy Grime. 

« in ail Ca(es of Evidence, the Witaefies mufE be eaa- 
f laiac^ ai to ^ailiqjdar Fa&, andlik^wifip as to particular 

^Peribnsi 
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ABno«.Ge«.n.« Peribns; and thofc Pcrfons, as well as Fads, the Judges 

'Z^ll^ ^' I * muft be fuUy informed of, before any Witneffcs are 

"^ * brought before them to be examined. I believe, my 

' Lords, it was never yet known, that any Court of Judi- 

* catore proceeded to examine Witneflcs, without having 

* firft the particular Fads laid before them, which were to 
' be proved by the WitnefTes, and like ' ife the Perfons 
' Names, againft whom the Witnefies were to prove thoTe 
' F^£b. This is a Rule which muft be obferved, in all 

* Courts of Judicature, otherwife they can never know 

* what they are about j and therefore, if your Lordihips 

* are to proceed upon this Affair in your judicial Capacit)', 

* which I think you muft, you cannot regularly proceed to 
' examine any Witne/Tes, till yoo know the particular Fa6b 

* thofe Witneffcs are brought to prove, and the Names of 
' the particular Perfons againft whom thofe Fa£b are to be 

* proved, without which I cannot comprehend, what Ufe 
' you are to make of the Proofs, that are to be laid before 

* you, or for what End you are to put a great many Gentk- 

* men, and for what i know. Noblemen alfo, to the Ex- 

* pence and Trouble of coming a great many Miles to be 

* examined as Witneffes, at the Bar of this Houfe. 

* I am, my Lords, as much as any Lord in this Houfe, 

* for making a moft ftrid Enquiry into the Matters com- 

< plained of by the Petition now before us ; and, for diis 
« Reafon, I am for our taking fuch previous Steps, as may 

* enable us to proceed with Certainty, Eafe, and Satif- 
^ fiidion to ourfelves, without doing an Injury to any in- 

* nocent Man ; for if we proceed to examine Witneffes before 

< we have fixed upon the particular Matters, as to which 

< thofe Witneffes are to be examined, I fbiefee that we moft 

< involve ourfelves in Difticulties, which we (hall find alfio- 

< gether inextricable j and as the Right of the ftxteen noble 

< Lords who now lit in this Houfe, as the Reprefentatives 
« of the Peerage of Scoeland, is the chief Thing to be con- 
« iidered, I think the Petitioners ought firft to ^dare, whe- 

* ther or no they intend, by their Petition, to challenge 

* or impeach that Right.' 

To this It was anfwered, in Subftance as follows, 

AnTwer. ' My Lords^ the Petition now before us is general, and 

« it ought to be fo: It is not a Petition relating to any pri- 

* vate Right ; it is not a Petition compUuning of any private 
« Injury ; it is only in the Nature of a goieral Complaint 

* a^nft fome illegal Pra&iccs, fuppofed to have been made 
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' nfc 6f at the M Fedion of the fixtcen Peers of Scotland, ^nnot. Geo.IL 
' which the Petitioners think of the utmoil Confequence, to ^]2^^ 

■ the Honour and Dignity of this Houfe, and to ti»c Freedom ^ 
' and Independency of Parliament ; thefe Praftices, the Pcti- » 

tioners have got Tome imperfect Accounts of, and by the 

■ Accounts tliey have got of them, they fecm to be of fuch 
' a heinous Niture, and attended with fuch dangerous Con- 

iequences, that they, as Peers of Oreat Brifah, as Subje^ 
' of n legal, ^nd as yet free Government, thought themfclvcs 

■ obliged to inform this Houfe of what they had heard, and 
^ of the WitnefTes by whom they think thofe deep and dark 
' Pradlices may be made appeir ; well knowing, that if 
^ there were really any fuch Pradices, the Power and the 
^ Authority of this Houle, if cxcrcifed as it ought to bc^ • 
^ and, I hope, as it will be upon this OccafTon, may make 
f up the Deficiencies of the Informations they have had : 
» As the Practices they complain of, are of the mofl heinous 
f Nature, they muft certain'y have been carried on in the 
' mod hidden Manner ; and therefore, it cannot be fap- 
' pofed, that the Petitioners, or that any Man in a private 
' Capacity, can have fuch a full Information of them, as to 
' charge the Fads, or accuse the Perfons particularly ; but 
« upon the Examination at the Bir of your LorJlhips Houfe, 

* of fuch Witnefles as they Ih tU defire to be examined, the 

* iniquitous Myfterie? may probably come to be revealed;. 

* both the Fads and the Perfons may be particularly brought ■ 
' to light ; and then I doubt not, but your Lordlhips will 

* take fuch Methods as the Law direds, in order to punilh 

* the Guilty, to vindicate the Honour and the Dignity of 

* this Houfe, and to prefcrve the Freedom and Indepen- 

* dency of Parliament. This is wluit the Petitioners fue . 

* for, this is what the Nation expeds, and I think the ^ 

* Petitioners have taken the moil proper Way, the only 

* Way they could take, to lay this important Affair before 

* your Lordlhips. 

* I am lurprized, my Lords, to hear it faid, that the 
' A&ir now before us can, in any Light, be looked on as a 

* Caufe, or that it ought to be treated as fuch. Do the Pe- 

* titioners come here to complain of any Violation of their 

* own particular Rights ? Do they complain of any Injury 

* offered to them, or cither of them in particular ? No, my 

* Lords, their Complaint proceeds from a. more generous 
( Motive; their Complaint is againft a general Grievance ; 

* and therefore, if the Affair now before us is to be looked 
' on as a Caufe, it mull be looked on as the Caufe of our 

* Country and Conftitution : If any Injury has been done, it 
'. is to the Conltitation that Injury has been done, and it is 

1734-n Yy !tO 
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AttQolGeo.n,/ to the Conftitation, ttiat Redceis mnft be granted; bat 
'734-5' ^ * whether that Rcdrefe muft be-granted, by puniihinff thofe 
* « that fhall be found to be guilty, or by making a new Law to 
' prevent fuch Pradiees in Time to come, or by both, is 
^ what cannot now be determined. 
* I fhalL readily agree, my Lords, that if there were any 

* illegal Pradices, there muft have been illegal PrafUfcrs ; 

* but till you come to examine Witneife, you can dilcover 
*■ neither ; and even after you have examined all the AVic- 

* nefies you can, after having made a& ftri£l an Enquiiy ai 
' poffible, the Practices may have been carried <m in fuch a 
^ hidden and fuch a fubtil Manner, that even your Lord- 

* (hips may not be able to fix. then upon any particular Pcr- 

* fon, tho* at the fame Time, it may appear evident, that 
' fom^ illegal Pradices have been made ufe of: In fach a 
' Cs^, what are your Lordihips to do ? Surely you are not 

* to leave the Honour of this Houfe, and the very Being 

* ofour Conftittttion, expofbd to the fame illegal Pka£bces 
' at t)ie next Eledion ? Yon are not co negled to repair a 
^ Breach made in your Houfe, becaufe you cannot dif- 
' cover the Thieves that* made it. You are certainly, la 

* fuch a Caie, to contrive and pafs fome proper Law for pre- 
' venting fuch Prances for the future. But on the other 
^ Hand, if the PraAiiers^ as well a3 the PradUces, (hoiild 
' luckily be difcovered by the Enquiry your Lordihips areio 

* make, you will then certainly order a Profecution to be 

* carried on a^inft the Perfons found or fufpeded to be 

* guilty ; thofe rerfons will then become Defen^ts, not to 

* this Petition, but to the Profecution that ihali tKen be or- 
' dered againft them I and upon that Profecution they muft 

* of courie have an Opportuniur to bring Witneffes in their 
' own Joftification, and to crofiexamine fuch Witnefles as 

* ihail then be brought againft them. 
' As to the Right of the fixteen noble Lords, who have 

* now the Honour to have Seats in this Houfe, I hope 

* it w:in not be impeached by any Proof that can be brought 

* on this Occa£on, and therefore I wonder that anv of 
' them (hould fiiew the leaft Jealoafy or Appnhenfion ofany 

* fuch Event; butfuppofe, my Lords, that, in examining 

* the Witnefles that are to be brought before you, fome Things 

* ftiould appear that might tend towards invalidating the 

* laft Eiedtion, and confequently, their prefent Right to 

* their Seats ih this Houfe j furely, your Lordihips will not, 
' upon fuch an Examination, immediately proceed to de- 

* dare the late Bleaion void. You muft then of Couiie 

* appoint a Day CD examine into the Merits of the late 
' EleaiQn^ and then, and not till tben» the noble Loids 

''' 'wh* 
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^ wfco are now in 4k Hqd& by virtue of that EleAion, AmioS. Gco.lL 
' win become IMendants, -AOt to this PletitioD, but to the >734-5< 

* Enquiry that ihall then be ordered into the Merits of their 
' Election s and upon that Occafion your Lordihips will cer- 
' tainly proceed with your ufual Juftice, and conieqaentjy 
' will give them aO the Time and Opportunity they can de- 

* fire for defending their Right, either b/ employing Coun- 
' fel to plead 'for them, by bringing fuch WitndTes as they 

* may diiok proper for fupporting their Election, or by 
' croffl-fxamining all or any of the WitnefTes that (hall be 

* l»ought agaiiift them; for the WitnefTes who are exami- 

* ned upon .this Petition, muft be all re-examined, when 

* your LonUhips come to enquire into the Merits of 
^ the late Eledion, if it (hall become neceflary, which 

* I hope it will not, for this lioufe to make ^ay fuch 
' Enquiry. 

• I cannot pretend, my Lord?, to any great Knowledge 

* in the Law, and much leis to a thorough Knowledge 
' of the Forms of jyeftminfter-ball i but I muft .fay» an4 

* I am fbrry to fay, that I think your Lordihips are, upon 
' this important Occafion, falling too much into the Fornu 
' of the Courts below : It is well known, that a great Part 

* of thf ir Time is taken up in debating and arguing about 

* the Forms and Methods cSf proceeding, by which the prin- 

* cipal Affiiir ift Difpnte is i^ten delayed, and not feldom 
' entirely dropt; and the Debate we are now on, I muft 

* confider as a Debate of the fame Nature. This is not youf 
' Lordfhips nfual Way of proceeding ; and when an Affair 
' is brought befbre you, which direAly and immediately 
' concerns the Honour and Digni^ of this Houfe, I am 

* furprifed to hear any Debate about the Methods how wo 

* (ball proceed to enquire into it ; and I am ftiU more fur- 

* ^tiCta to hear it faid, that we muft never examine any 
** WitnefTes, unlefs we firfi know the particular Fads to 

* Which they are to be examined : This would be, indeed, 
^ tying us down to Forms in the ftrideft Manner ; nay, in a 
' more ftridfc Manner, in my Opinion, than any Court of 
' common Law; for I think I have heard of a Form or 
' Method of proceeding in thofe Courts, which they call 
' Reading the gpieral IfTue, and eiving the fpecial Matter 
' in Evidence; in which Cafe» if I am rightly informed, 
' none of the particular Fa£b, to which the WitnefTes are 
' to be examined, are laid before the Court, nor d«tes the 

Court know any thing of the Queftions that are to be put 
to them, dll they come to be examined, and then only 
the Court is to judge, whether the Queftxon that is putj^ 
has any Rdatioft to the general Ifluc (ben before the Court : 
«734-S* y y a ; But 
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Anno 8. Geo. II. < But as the Affiiir now before as is bo Trial, as this Hooib 

1734- S> * was never fuppoied to be confined to the Rules or the 

i^-**^^"*"*^ < Forms of inferior Courts, and as I am very little ooDver- 

* fant in fuch Forms, I {hall fay no more upon this Sub- 

• jea. 

' But, my Lords, tho^ I am vexy little acquainted with 
' the Forms, or the Manner of proceeding in the Cdarts 

* below, yet I hope I know fomething of the Methods of 
' proceeding, as well as of the Power and Authority of 
' this Houfe; and therefore I am not a little furprized at 
' the Motion made to us ; for I cannot comprehend the End 

* for which it is defigned, or the Purpofe it can ferve : That 

* the Petitioners fhoiSd declare, whether or no they intend 

* to challenge or impeach the £Ie6lion of all or any, and 

* which of the fixtecn Peers laft chofen : For God's Sake, 
' my Lords, What will this Declaration, when made, fig- 

* nify ? Is this Houfe to be confined, or any Way reiirain- 

* ed by any Declaration the Petitioners can make ? Suppole 
' they fhould declare, that they do not intend to challenge 
' or impeach the £le£lion of all or any of the fix;teen Peers 

* laft chofen: Are we, when we come to examine Witnefles 

* upon this Petition, to be told, you mufl not aik fuch a 

* Queftion, or fuch a Queftion, becaufe by the Anfwer to 

* that Queftion, the Eledion of the fixteen Peers laft chofen, 

* or of iome of them» may be brought into Difpute, or im- 

* peached? Surely, it is not intended that we fhould be is 
' this Manner confined, by any Declaration the Petitioners 
' can make; and if we do examine WitnefTes upon this 
' Petition, with a full Liberty to afk all fuch Queftions as 
' may tend towards difcovering any illegal Pradices that 

^ ' may have been made ufe of; fuppofe upon that Exami- 

* nation, fuch Fa6b, fuch Pradlices fhould appear, as moft 

* evidently tend towards rendering the late Election void, 
' Is this Houfe to be circumfcribed by any Declaration 
' the Petitioners can make, fo as that it fhall not be in our 

* Power to proceed in a regular Way to declare that Elcfti- 

* on void ? I hope, my Lords, no luch Thing will be pre- 

* tended; and therefore, as fuch a Declaration, whenob- 

* tained, can fignify nothing, I hope an Affair of fo mnch 

* Confequence to the Honour and Dignity of this Hoafe^ 

* and to the Freedom and Independency of Parliament, 

* will not be delayed upon that Account. 

To this it was faid, by way of Reply. 

• That they would readily grant, that that Houfe was 
'^' * not^^to be circumicribcd, or any way interrupted or 

« con- 
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' confined' b^ any Dedaratien the Petitioners could make ; Anno $. Geo. It.' 
' bat as iiich a Declaration could do no Harm, or any Way '"^^"'^' , • 

* retard the Enquiry their Lordfhips were to make, and as ^ ' 

* it would be a SatisfaAion to the (ixteen noble Lords then 
' in that Houie from Scotland, and had been exprefly deiired 
' by fome of them, they hoped the Houfe would agree to 

* the MotioA, efpecially as it could not occafion any great 

* Delay, becaufe the Petitioners could, in a very (hort Time, 

* or perhaps, immediately, make fuch a Declaration as was 

* defired ; and therefore they would move, that the farther 

< Confideration of the Petition (hould be adjourned but till 
' next Day, and that the Petitioners fhould againil that 

< Time dedare, whether or no they intended by their Pe- 
' tition, to controvert the Ele^ion of all or any, and which 

* of the fixteen Peers laft chofen, to reprefent the Peerage 

* of Scot/and in that Houfe.' ' 

Any farther Reply in this Affair was prevented, by "^^^^ a D^ch^- 
Dakc of Bedford^ (landing up and acquainting the Houfe, ^onfrom the^^I 
' That, fince the Beginning of that Debate, he had beentitionus. 

* with the Petitioners, and that they had empowered him ' 
' to make the Declaration propofed* and that« for his great- 
' er Security, he had taken it down from the Petitioners in 

< Writing, which, if their Lordfhips pleafed, he would read 
' to them ; fo that there was no Occaiion to adjourn the 

* Confideration of the Affiiir one Moment on that Ac*- 

* coant.* 

This occafioned a new Debate, in which the Lord Ba- Debates thereon, 
tburft^ the Earl of af/7rr>/^, and the Earl of ^^/^^w ^J^ ^^^/W,^^ 
inHfted, ' That the Declaration, as propofed by the noblc^j|^ ^^ Jiing" 

* Duke, was fufiicient ; and that the Order propofed might dm* 

* be entered in their Journals ; alter which it might be en- 
' tered, that' in Purfuance of the iaid Order, the Duke of 

* Bedford ftood up, and, by virtue of a Power from the 

* Petitioners, and in their Names, made the following De- 

* daration ; and then enter the Declaration propofed to hm 

* made by the noble Duke : This, they faid, they thought 
' the Houfe could not well refufe, becaufe the Refufal would 
' really look fomething like doubting the Honour of the 

* noble Duke, for whom, they were perfuaded, every 

< Lord there had the greateft Efleem ; it would look like 
« doubting, whether he had a fufficient Authority to make 
« fuch a Declaration, after he had declared he had Autho- 

* rity for fo doing.' This was oppofed by the Lord Hard- ^^ Bardwick. 
nvicK and the Duke of NenveaftUy * who profefTed thei>ak^of Ntw^ 
5 ^reateft Eileem f&r the noble Duke, but they did notf<#« 

I ♦ think 
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AaoptS. Geo. 11. < think it wOttld be regular to receive a Declaration m tkt 
> '^^^* ^ * Manner, tn^an Afiair of fo very great Inlportance j' and 
V^'V**^ at laft the Lord Chancellor having declared, • That hcdid 

< not in the kaft doubt the Honour of the noble Dukc/ nor 

* his having a fufficient Authority for what he propofed, yet 

* as the AJ^ir had been brought before them by a Petitbn 
*- iigned by the fix noble Peers, he thought the moft proper 

* and the moil regular Way would be» to have the Dedara- 

* tion propofed fjgned by them likewife ; and as it would oc- 

* caiion a Delay but of on^ Day only^ he hoped the Hode 

* would agree to it/ 

Ovi£oiw Upon this, the Quellion was put for adjourning the Con- 

Aderation of the Petition till next Day> which, upon a Dm- 
fion, was carried in the Affirmative, without Proxies, by 90 
to qi. 

The Qpeftion was next put upon the Motion above-men* 
tionedy wKich was agreed to without a Diviiion. 

titled ^§Bgd6n, After this it wad propofed to adjourn, but the Earl ofJliftg* 
dott flood up and faid, * That as their Lordihips had already 
' gone a little into the Forms o^Weflminftir-Hail^ he hoped 

< they would go a little farther : They had made an Order, 
' and, he believed, they intended the Petitioners (hould com- 

* ply with that Order ; therefore he thought they ought to 

* take fome Method to give the Petitioners Notice d tha 

* Order they had made. 

Barl of Ch9l* Upon this the Earl of Cholmmdeley faid, * That he thought 

»*vuU^* * there was no NecefSty for any fuch Notice, becaufe the 

' Ojxkrs of that Houfe, like A6b of Parliament, flood in bo 
' Need of any Notification or Publication ; they publifhed 
' themfelves, and the Parties ooncerned were obliged to take 
lord Bathurfi. * Notice of them.' But the Lord Bathurfl fhewed, * TJat 
' no fuch Thing was to be prefumed, as appeared by their 
' conflant Practice in all Cauies ; and as fbme Lords kerned 
' to be fond of looking upon the AfBur then before them ar a 
' Caufe, therefore he would move. That the Lord Chancel- 

* lor fhould bedirefted to write Letters to the Petitioners, giv- 
. * ing them Notice of the Order their Lordihips had made.* 

l#rd Chancellor. '^^^ ^'^^ Chancellor (aid, * That he (hould be ready to 

''follow their Lordihips Diredlions, but defoed to know,^ 

' if he fhould write one Letter to the Petitioners jointly, or a 

' particular Letter to each of th?m feparatdy ;* and fbme 

^ Lords having piopofed one Letter to the Petitioners jointly^ 

lari of^/i>^«the Earl ^l^mngdm flood up, and £ud^ ' That he did not, be- 

• fort 
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* ftre that Time know, that the Petitioners were aCorpora-AmoS. Ceo. n» 

* lion, which their L(M^fhips feemed incL'ned to make them, i734-s* 

* by propofing to fend a Letter to them jointly ; whereupon it ^■"■V""^ 
was agreed, that a feparate Letter fhould be fent to each ; 

and DireOions were given to the Loird Chancellor accord- 
ingly. 

The Motion ht the Declaration above-mentioned, wasSpeakoti 
made by the Lord Hardwiei^ and Tapported by the Earl of 
Cbolmmdeli^^ and the Lord Hirvey ; and it was oppofed by 
the Didce oi Bedford^ the Earl of Strafford, and the Earl of 

JbtMgdBU. 

Next Day, the Order of the Honfe being read, for taking 
this Petition into Confideration, the Lord Chancellor acquaint- 
ed the Houfe, * That two of the noble Loads, the Petition-* 
' ers, had been with him, and had brought him a Declara* 

* don in Writing figned by every one of diem, in Obedience 
' to their Lordihips Order the Day before,* which Dedani'* 

* doQ was read to the Houie, and was as Mows, w%. 

' "JN confequence of your Lordihips Order of Yefterday, The Pet'tf one» 
' X ^gi^fied to us by the Right Honourable the Lord Highl^claration in 

* Chancellor, We your Lordihips- Petitioners do declare, ^*'^^*^^*^"^<^ ^ 

* that, by our Pcdtion, we did not, nor do intend to contro-^ ^^'^* 

* vert the Eledion or Return of the iixteen Peers for Scotlattd^ ^ 
' mentioned in our faid Petition, or any of them : But we 

* intended, as we thought it our Du^, to lay befere your 

* Lordihips, the Evidence of fuch Pa£b and undqe Methods^ 

* mendoned in general in our ikid Pedtion, as appeared to us to 

* be dangerous to the Conftitution,and may, in future Ele^ons» 

* equally afied the Right of the prefent fixteen Peers, as that 

* of the other Peers of Scvtlmnd^ if a proper Remedy be not 

* foond out ; as we had before empowered his Grace th« 
' Duke of Bedfird to inform your Lordfliips.* 

Handbw and BrMtdon^ Dund^nald, 
^uiinjbury and Dvutr, Marcbmtnt^ 
Montro/i, Stair. 

After the reading of this Declaration, a Modon was made,Motbn for the ' 

* To acgoum the farther Confideradon of the Pedtion dll that Petitionen to de« 

* Day feven-night, and that the Peddoners might be ordered jj*^^ ^"^ **^ 
" to lay before the Houfe, againft diat Day, in Writing, In- ™"^ 

' fiances of thofe undue Mediodtand illegal Praaices upon 
' which they intended to proceed, and the Names of the Fer- 
■ ions they fufpeded to be guilty of fttdi oadue MeUiods and 
' allege Pivfiicei/ 

Tht 
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AanoSrGeo.n. 

'73 4-S' The Argument in Favour of this MotioDrWas in Safaftince' 

^r^^V"^ thus I 

Ar^ment for it. * My Lords, when I firft- heard this Petition read, I was 

* of Opinion with other Lords, that ic was conceived in fuch 
' general and indefinite Terms, that it Was ijnpoffible for this 

« * Houfe to proceed upon it, without involving ourfelves in 
' Difficulties which we fhould find infuperable ; but now, 

* that I have heard this Declaration read, I am farther at a 

* Lofs than ever, to icnow what is meant or intended by the 
/ • Petition. When I firft heard it read, I did, indeed, ima- 

' gine that the noble llords the Petitioners, did intend to im- 

* peach thelaft Eleftion of the fixteen Peers, chofen to repic- 

* lent the Vtexz^oi Scotland in this Houfe ; and as the Right 

* ofthofe Lords was to be impeached, I thought it wasrea- 

* fonable, th^kt the Defign and Intention of the Petitioners 

* fh«uld be expreijbd in clear and didin^ Terms, therefore I 

* was for their making fuch a Declaration as was then order- 
' ed : -But by their Declaration, now read to qs, I find they 

.* they have no fuch Defign or Intention; fo that I really 

* cannot now comprehend, or fo much as guefs at what they 

* would have us to do upon the Petition they have prefented, 

* unlefs their Defign be to impeach or accufe fome particular 

* Fcrfons of Crimes, which I take to be of a very high Na- 
' ture; and if that be their Intention, farely the Perfiuis 
' Names they defign to impeach, ought to be particularly ex- 

* preiTed, and thofe Perfons ought to be Informed of the par- 

* ticular Crimes which are laid to their Charge. 

* An Acgifation is not, it is true^^ a Condemnation; but, 

* my Lords, it muft be granted, that a Man*s Charafter 

* fuifers even by an Accufation ; and tho* he may be after- 
' wards, upon a fall and impartial Trial, acquitted, yet it 
f ieldom happens,* that the Scandal thrown upon his Name 

*» . . * by the Accufation, is entirely wiped off by his beiag ac- 

* quitted ; and in the mean time, during the whole Time 

* that intervenes between his Accufation and his Trial, hela- 

* hours under an Imputation, which your Lordfhips muft al- 

* low to be a very great Misfortune. It is certain, my 

* Lqrds, that every Man ought to have a very great Regard 

* to his Honour and his Charadlcr in the World ; it is what 

* the meaneft Creature in Life ought to be exrreamly jealous 

* of, and much' more thofe, who, by their Birth and their 
. ' Fortune, are placed in a fuperior Station ; and chetefbre I 

* hope your Lordfhips will always be cautious of going in rafh- 
' Jy to any Meafure, by which the Charaders of private Men 

* may be very much injured. In the prefent Cafe* 1 think. 
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h b evident, that the Chara£lers of fome private Men muft AnnoS.Gao. ir. 
be attacked, h^ any Proof that can be laid before you ''^'^i' ^ 
in relation to this Afl^ir ; The Ch^dlers of fome Men L/%r># 
mail fuf&r, and thofe not of mean J^ank in the World ; 
they muft be Perfons in eminent Stations : Therefore I hope 
your Lordfhips will not, upon general SuggefUons, and . 
without any determinate Aim or Defign, proceed to exa- 
mine Witnefilfirin a Cafe, where the Characters oifparticu* 
lar Men, the Characters of Men eminent in their Stations, 
will certainly be greatly injured. 

' It is a Maxim, my Lords, eilabli(hed by the Reafon of 
Things, as well as by the PradUce, I believe, of all the Ju- 
dicatures in the World, never to examine any Witnefs, 
when by fuch Examination a private Man*s Character may' 
be blafted, without giving that Man an Opportunity, at 
the fame Time, to vindicate his Character againft any A- 
fperfion that may be thrown upon it by that Examination : 
bi fuch a Cafe it Is not fulHcient to fay; ^at the Man whofe 
Character has been blailed, (hall afterwards hive an Op* 
portnnity to vindicate it, by being brought to a fair and 
impartial Trial ; for, in the mean time^ he muA labour un- 
der an Imputation, and it is a Misfortune for a Man to be 
expofed to any fcandalous Imputation for a Day, nay, for a 
Moment : There may, perhaps, be a real, an honeil Inten* 
tion, to afford him a fpeedy Opportunity for his Juitifica- 
tion ; but that Intention may be difappointed) he may dia 
in the mean Time, and then his Memory will be loaded 
with that Imputation for ever ; fome of the Witneffoe, by 
whom he might have cleared up his Character, may die 
in the mean Time, or may depart out of c^ Kingdom s 
many other Accidents may happen, which may put it en* 
tirely out of his Power to vindicate himfelf^ tho* he be aU 
tog;ether innocent of what has been laid tb his Charge ; and 
therefore it is abfolutely ncceflary to give a Man an Op- 
portunity of vindicating himfelf, at the fame Time and in 
the fame Manner heisaccufed. 

* Another Maxim, my Lords, as reafonable, and as uni« 
fbrmly obferved, is, that no Witneffes are ever to be exa- 
mined againft any Man, without giving him an Opportu- 
nity to be prefent, to crofs-examine the Witneffes, -and to 
take Care that no Jeading Queftions may be put to them ; 4 
for when Witneffes are examined, fx parte^ they may vent 
their Spleen, or fatiate their Revenge againft private Men, 
by fwearing falfly againft them, with much more Eafethan 
when examined iii Prefencc of the Party accufed, and crdfs- 
queftioncd upon t\tty PaCt and every Circumflaiice they 
relate ; a FaCt may appear criminal by their general and 
1734-5. Zz ' confufed 
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Anno 8. Geo. II. < confufed Way of relating it, which would have appeared 
'734-S' ^ « quite otherwilc if the Party had been pf efent, in order to 
^^ put t^e proper Queilions for making them explain thcm- 

* fdves ; and by artful leading Queftions, they may be in* 
**' duced to affirm Things as confifling with their Knowledge, 

' which they would never have affirmed or perhaps mencion- 

* edy if the Party accufed had been prefent, to prevent any 
' fuch leading Queilions being put to them ; and in this M 

* Cafe the Danger and the Inconvenience is the greater, that 
' when a Man is induced to affirm any Thing for Truth upon 
' Oath, even tho* it be, perhaps, by way of Information or 

* Preparation for a Trial, yet when the Trial comes on, and 
« that Man is again examined, as a Witneis againft the Pri- 

* foner or Party accufed, he thinks himfelf in Honour obliged 

* to (land by and confirm what he has before been induced to 

* declare upon Oath, and againft that Time will veiy pro- 
^ bably be fo well prepared, that it will be impoffibleto dif- 

* cover his Perjury by any crofs QuefUon : Thus, my Loids, 

* it inuft appear to be extremely dangerous to examine Wit- 
' ' nefles in any Cafe, where a Man^ Charafler may be brought 

* in queftion, without having him prefent at fuch Examina- 

* tion ; but to examine Witneifes without knowing what, or 
' againft'whom you are to examine them, efpecially in a 
« Cafe where the Characters of Men of the higheft Sutions 

* snaj ver/'probably be attacked, is, in my Opinion, a life* 
« th6d of proceeding not only dangerous, but altogether on- 
« precedented. 

* 1 (hall not pretend^ my Lords, to be a great Mafter 

* of Precedents ; but J do not remember to have heard that 

* there was ever fuch a general Accufation brought into this 

* Houfe as the prefent« Even in Impeachments, in Ads of 
' Attainder, fmd all the parliamentary Proceedings I have 

* ever heard, of* ibme particular Fadb are always charged, 
' apd thofe Fa6ts are likewife charged againft particular 
' Perfons. I do not know that there was ever any Com- 
' plaint made to chis Houfe, of illegal Pra£Uces in general, 

* without mentioning fo much as one particular Fa^ or one 

* particular Pcrfon : But that we muft find out the particn- 
'' far Fa£b, as well as the particular Perfons guilty of thofe 

* Fa6b ; and that we muft, for that Paipofe, enter into a 
' long Examination of Wimefles, and put People to the 
■ Trouble and the Expence of coming, perhaps, firom the re- 
' moteft P.Ttt ftf his Majclly^s Dominions, to be examined 
' about we know not what, and againft we know not whom ; 

* this ought not, I think, to be done. I ihall always be 

* ready to agree, to hear the Qomplaints of any Subjedl, 
I when made in any pfoper Way, and much more the 0>m- 

2 I plaint 
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pkint of the Petitioners, for all of iKrhom I have ft great Anno 8. Qeo. II* 
an Efbem : Bit let them point out to us, fomc way or IIJ*^ , 
another, of what and againft whom they complain: I^ct C^v>^ 
OS bat know what they complain of, and the Perfons they ^ 
fuppofe to have been guilty of thofe Fads ; and I ihail be 
moft ready and willing to enter into any Method for giv- 
ing them Redr^s. 

* There might, my Lords, be fome Excufe for the Gene- 
rality and Indefinitenefs of the Complaint now before us, 
if it could be faid, that it wat not poflible for the Petiti- 
oners to be more particular i but from the very Petition 
they have prefented, the contrary appears; for though 
they complain of illeg^ Practices in general, yet they af- 
terwards fay, they are ready to lay Inftances of thefe. 
Pradlices before us : It was therefore in their Power to 
have mentioned thofe Inftances in the Body of their Pe« 
titibn ; and furely they may ftill, whenever they pleafe, 
give us an Account of them, and of the Perfons that 
were guilty ; for if they know the particular Fafls, they 
mufb know the particular Perfons ; and therefore they not 
only can, but may eafily comply with the Motion now 
made tp ns : ft is what thev may do, and certainly it 
what they- ought to do, and what is abfolutely noceiTary 
for this Houfe to have done, before we can proceed to 
examine into the Complaint now before us : Upon thif 
Occafion, and indeed upon every Occafion, we ought to 
remember the Motto of the great Hall of Juftice below^ 
jfuM alteram partem. Let us hear the D^endants ^ let ut 
hear thofe againft whom the Comfdaint is made : But how 
can we hear them, unlefi we know who they aie ? 
' In all Caufes, in all Trials, and in all Courts, the Ex- 
amination of Witneflb is always the laft thing that it 
done. The Party complaining is heard in Support of the 
Charge, and then the Court hears what the Defendant 
has to fay againft it, or in his own Juftification, befofo 
they ever proceed to examine the Witneifes of either Side : 
And in all the Courts I have ever heard of, except a Court 
which is called an Eedefiaftical Court, but is one of the 
moft Jinchriftian Courts that was ever fet up in the World, 
I mean the Court of Inquifition, the Witnefles are al^ 
ways examined in the P^fence of both Parties ; but if we 
fliould proceed to examine Witnefles upon this Petition, 
as it now fhmds, and without any more particular Infor- 
mation, we (hould be ftill wOrfe than the Inquifitibn ; for 
it wo^fd be entering upon, and carrying on a Trial, be- 

fore wefo much as knew, or had ever heard of the Per* 
ions that were to be tried* As I am convinced, there is 

»734-S- 2«a <nii 
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AjuoS. Geoi, II. * no Lord in this Houfe that dcfircs ever to («e a Court ef 

I73V5« • Inqttifition fct up in this Kingdom, and much lefe that 

^^▼^^ ' this Houfe fhould ever, in any of its Proceedings, imitate 

< that tynufnical Court, therefore I make no doubt of your 

* Lordfhips agi^eeing to the Motion now before us.* 

To this it was anfwered in SubiUnce is follows, *vix. 

iUiTwer* ' I mull own, my Lords, I am Tery much furprifed at 

' the Mo;ion now made to your Lordihips, and I think I 
^ have much more Reafon'to be at a Lofs to know the true 

* Defign of this Motion, than the noble Duke who made it 

* can have, for his being at a Lofs to know the true Defign 

* of the Petition. The true Defign of the Petition, my 
' Lords, is in itfelf clearly expreffed, and the Defire of the 
^ Petition is what this Hoiif^ not only may, but ought to 
' comply with: But by this Motion the Petitioners are 
' defired, to do what evidently appears to be impofiible for 
' them to. comply with ; and I hope the noble i>uke does 
' i\^ w^y intend what may be infer^d from fuch a Demand. 

• '•*"Thf^ Petitioners may probably have heard of fomc of 
^Jjinofj^^iia^ut and illegal^ethods, that i^i^re pradifed at 

* thur^ £le^n o{ Peers in Scotland/, but it is impojfihie 
"* tkey^JibpuIdJ&now them all, or all that may be madeap- 

« pear!b/ai» Iggcamination of the proper Witnefies at the 
'^Bsf.of this Houfe s and as to the principal Perfons con- 

* cevned in ,iiip{c Prances, againft whom your Lordihlpt 

* £Muir>is/' without dqfibt, to be chiefly direAed, k it 
« abioluiel^ impoffible tht Petitioners fhould know any thing 

. ^ about thcn^ at leaft wt fo niuch as to give thepi^ ioffici- 

* ent ground to name them to this Houfe. 

< To mention in any Refolation of this Houfe, or to talk 

* of the Petitioners proceeding upon any Initances, or a- 

* gainft any Perfons, is what is mod irregular and moft im- 
« proper •.. It k, my Lords, to fuppofe, that the Petitioncn 
«j»«Pro(ecutors; whereas it appears plainly, by their Pe- 

i * tition, that, their only Intention was to give your Loid- 

* (hips Notice, that fome dangerous Pradices have lately 
« been made ufe of, and to contribute as much as they could, 
.« to put you in a way of getting a full Informatmn, in re- 

* lation to thofe PradUces. When you have got this Jnibr- 

* mation, it is not the Petitioners that are to proceed, 
■ «it is this Houfe that is to pfoceed againU the Pcdbns 

< who. Ihall appear to haire been guilty of fuch Pnidi. 

< ces* The Petitioners only propofe to lay feme Fa& be* 
« fore your Lordihips, which xhey take to be of dangeioin 
« Confequence^to the Honour of this Houie, and to the 

* Ffeedom of Parliament; and which, they think^ ought co 

• be 
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be prevented in dme to come. Their Petition is therefore Aimo S. Geo II» 
in the Nature of a Petition againft a general Grievance, '.? H -^ 
which they deiire your'Lordihips to enquire into, and to ^ ■ " '"" 
provide fuch Remedy as yofl ihall think neceiTary. In fuch 
a Cafe, is it proper to tdk oF their proceeding upon any 
Fa£ls, or againil atiy Perfons f Is it to be fuppofed that ei- 
ther they, or thislioafe, can yet know» whether any 
Perfons are to-be, or ought to be proceeded againft ? 
' Upon Examination of the Witnefles, whom the Petiti- 
oners are to point out to you, it may appear evident, 
that feme Prances have been made ufe of, which ought to 
be prevented by fome new Law t>r Regulation ; and yet, 
my Lords, that Proof may be fdch, as not to lay a fufficient 
Foundation for profecmine any particular Perfon : It can- 
not therefore be in their Power to name the Perfons ; but 
fappofe it were, are We to put off an Affair which con- 
cerns the Hpnour of this Houfe as pnuch as . it does the 
Petitioners, becaufe they have not named, and perhapr 
will not name the Peribns guilty'? , ^Suppofe^ my 'lU^rch, - 
we (hottld get Information, that ' feveral Barrels ofX^un- , 
powder had h^n placed under^liis Houfe^ in^oSfifer'M 
blow ns up ; would it not be very odi^ ih us, to pU^off* 
going to fearch for, or remove the Gun-p6\v^ci^*till we 
ihould be informed by what Means^ af vSrhatJIm'e, and 
by whom the Powder was placed there ?^he Cafe befofe 
lis is the ycry fame ; there is a ibrt of metaphorical Gun- 
powder placed under this Houfe/ wtiicli vi(jD,*^ m'l^me,' 
blow us up, if it be not* removed ; and in futh*a 'Cafe, 
are we ta trifle away our Titne in Etaquiries aftl^r the Names 
of the Perfons who placed it there, and the Methods by 
which it was conveyed f ' ' 

< I ihall readily grant, my Lords, that a Mah^s Charac- 
ter faffers a little even by an Atcufatidn ; but is not this 
the very Reafon why the Laws of this Kfngdom do not" 
allow any Man to be accufed, but upon the Oath of fome , 
Peribn or another? And is not this the flrongeft Reafon 
that can be given, is it not a moft convincing Reafon, for 
oar not complying With the Motion made to us ? Nay, 
does it not mew, that the Petitioners would have a£led 
contrary to the Spirit, and to the whole Tenour of the 
Laws of this Kingdom, if they had named any Perfon f 
And ihall we, by any Refolutlon of this Houfe, overturn 
that which has been the eflablifhed "Maxim of our Law for 
io many Ages ? It is true, the moil innocent Man mufi lie 
under an Imputation, from the Time of his being accuied, 
to tite Time of his being tried Tand if any Perfon^s Name 
AaU be o^ntioncd apon the £xaminiation of Witnefles, as 

* having 
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having been guilty of fome of the illf gal Pradices com- 
plained of, he will certainly lie under an Imputadan, 
m>m that Time to the Time of his being brought to his 
Trial : But does not the fame Inconvenience accrue from 
what is now demanded? If the Petitioners (hoold name 
any Perfon as guilty, it will bring as great an Imputation 
upon him, as if he had been named by a Wicnefs upon 
Oath at your Bar, and that (mputatioa he muft lie under, 
till he can be cleared by a fair and impartial Trial : The 
Imputation will be the fame i and I am fore it will be 
much longer before a Man can be brought to his Trial, 
after being named by the Petitioners, than after being na- 
med by WitneiTes examined upon a regular Enquiry. Let 
the guilty Perfons then be who they will, let them be Men 
in a high or a low Station in Life, it will be as inconvenient 
for them to have their Names declared by the Petitioners. 
as to have their Names mentioned by Witneffes, upon 
any Enquiry your Lordihips are to make ; and it is cer- 
taiiily much more <;onronant to our Laws, not to have any 
Man*s Name inentioned, till it is mentioned by a WitneTs 
upon Oath^ whe^ cxapined upon a regular Ejiquify into 
the Fads complained of. 

' That it is a Maxim eftabliOied, either by the Reafon of 
Things, or by the Pra£tice of any Court of Judicature in 
the World, never to examine Witnefies, without giving 
the Man, who is or may be accufed by fuch ExamiDatioD« 
an Opportunity, at the fame Time, to vindicate his Cka* 
rader, or to crod-examine the Witnefies, is what I can* 
not agree to : On the contrary, my Lords, I take it to be 
a Maxini eftabliflied, both by the Reafon of Things, and 
by the PradUce of every Cour( ^ Judicatui« in the 
World, that it is proper to enquire into Fa6b by the Ex^ 
amination of Witnefies, in order to find out the Perfons 
that ought to be aecufed, or to learn how to proceed againfi 
thofe that are j and at fuch Examinations, the Parties who 
are or may be accufed, are never allowed to be prefent, 
nor have they ever the leail Notice given them, that Wit- 
nefies are to be examined, as to Fa6b by which their Cha- 
Tz&m may be blafted. That this is the Pradice in this 
Kingdom, from the higheft Court of Judicature to the 
loweil, is beyond Contradidion. Docs not this Honie, as 
well as the other, (bmetimes upon meer Suggeftions, nay 
upon common Fame, enquire into Crimes of the hig^ 
Nature, and in which it may be fuppofed, that Perfons in 
the moft elevated Stations have been concerned ? Have not 
Conunittees often been named for fuch Pbrpdes } And 
do not thefe Cosunitees always calamine Witneflby with- 
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oat giving an Opportnnity to the Perfons, who are, orAnooS. Gm.IT. 
may be accufed, to vindicate their Charaders at the fame ^ '734- 5^ 
Time, or to orois-examiDe thofe Witnefies, by whom not ^'** 
only their Chancers may be blafted^ but their Lives and 
Fortunes brought into Danger ? And with refped to in- 
ferior Courts, is it not the conibuit and well-known Prac- 
tice, to examine WitneiTes before Grand Juries, in order 
to the finding of fiilla of Indictment, without allowing 
the Party accufed to be prefent, or ^ving him any No- 
tice, that Witnefles are to be examined againft him? Nay, 
even Juilices of Peace, do not they always examine Wit- 
nefib upon Oath, before they grant any Warrant f And 
is the Party againfl whom the Warrant is to be mnted, 
ever prefent at fuch Examination, or has he any Notice, 
that Witneifes are to be examined againfl him ? It is there- 
fore certain, that in this Nation it has been, and fUll is, 
the general and conftant Pradlice to enquire into Crimes of 
aU Kinds, by the Examination of Witnefles, without giv- 
ing any Notice to the Party that is or may be accufed, or 
eiving him any Opportunity at that Time, either to vin- 
aicat» his Chaiadter, or to ctois-exaidina the Witnefles ; 
and that this Prance is not attended with any Inconve* 
nieoce, I need not endeavour to prove by Arguments; 
for, the long Continuance of it, is a better Argument than 
any other that can be brought. 

' How this Petition, my Lords, can be confidered a» aa 
Accofation, I cannot imagine i and if it were, I call as 
little imagine, how it can be looked on as the moft ge- 
neral Accuiation that was ever brought into this Hoafe. I 
fhall not call it an Accufation, I mufl call it a Rfipfefen** 
tation of a Grievance, which, I think, ought to be reme* 
died ; and that Grievance is very particularly fet forth, 
both as to the Nature of it, and as to the Time of its hap- 
pening ; nay, the Petitioners go ^rther ; they fay they are 
ready to lay particular Inftances before us, in that Way, 
which I take to be the only proper Way of laying Fa^ 
before any Court of Judicature, that is, by the Depofi- 
tions of Witnefles. I am fnrprifed to hear it faid, that 
in Impeachments, in Ads of Attainder, and in all parli- 
amentary Proceedings, particular Fads are always charged, 
and thofe Fads charged againfl particular Perfons : Your 
Lordfhips mnH all know, that Impeachments and Ads of 
Attainder are generally grounded upon an Enquiry, made 
by this or the other Houle of Parliament : It is true, when 
th^ Af&ir comes the Length of an adnal Impeachment, 
or a Bill of Attainder, particular Fads are then charged, 
and (bofe Fads are charged opon particular Perfons ; but 
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AAnoS.Geo.n.< moll of thofe Enquiries, which have been the fifft Steps 
'7J4-J* ^ < towards an Impeachment, or Bill of Attainder, have pro- 
ceeded upon general Surmifcs, fome of them tipon com- 
' mon Fame only, and fome of them upon a Motion on* 

* fupported by any Charge,* either general or particular. 
' In the other Houfe, my ^rds, it is very well known, 

' that upon the mod general SugeeflioAs jif any Crime or 

* Mifdemeanpr, a Conunittee is sdways named to enqixiie 
^ into the Affair complained of, and that Committee is al- 
' ways impowered to fend for Perfons, Papers and Records ; 
' WitneiTes are examined, and the whole ProoB that can be 

* colledled, either from Perfons, Papers or Records, are ta- 

* ken by that Committee, before any particular Fad has 

* ever been mentioned, or any particular Peribn named to 
' the Houfe : Neither the Houfe, nor any PeHbn breathing, 
^ beildes thofe of the Committee, hears a Word of the par- 
' ticular Fa£b, or the Name of any particular Perfen men- 

* tioned, till that CO|runittee comes to make their Rep(»t. 

* This is dire^y. the Cafe of the Petition now Wore us : 
' It is far from being too general for the Foundation of an 
' Enquiry ; on the contrary, we are in Honour, in Doty to 
' our Country, obliged to take it as fuch, and that Enquiry 
' may be the Foundation of an Impeachment ; but tius is 
' what neither this Houfe nor the Petitioners can as yet tell. 

* Tho' the Petitioners have not at prefeat the Honour to be 

* Members of this Houfe, yet in every other Reijped, th^ 
^ are all Peers of Great Britain 33 much as any of us : If it 

* had not been ft>, if they had not been Peers of Great Bri- 

* tain, the proper Place for them ta have applied to, would 

< have been to the othenHoufe, and it is certain the other 

* Houfe would have immediately appointed a Comnittee, 

< to have received the Inllances and Proofs, now ofered to 

* be laid before your Lordfhips ; there would not, there, I 
« believe, have been fuch Regard- (hewn to the Charaders 

< of thofe who might fuifer by thofe Proofs : And fhall 
« the Petitioners, my Lords, be the worfe for being Peers of 

* Great Britain ? I hope not ; but if this Motion prevails, 

* I am fure it may with Juflice be faid, they have the Mi/- 

* fortune to be Peers of Great Britain. 
' I'hat there have been many parliamentary Enquiries 

*' without any particular Charge, and without any particular 
' Perfon's being named, is beyond Diipute ; but even in oar 

* inferior Courts, do not we know, my Lords, that Grand 

* Juries often prefent Nufances in general Terms, and with- 
' out mentioning any particular Fa£t, or any particular Per- 

* fon ? and do not thefe Courts often proceed^ to enquire 
I into the Nufance lb prefented, in order to find out and 
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punifl) the Perfbns that have been guilty of it : And In Anno 8. Geo.tU 
any Court of Law, if a Petition ihould be prefented by any » 7 34-5- 
Number of Suitors, Men of Charader, whofe Judgment 
and Veracity the Court could depend on, complaining 
in general of Abufes committed in any Branch of Pradtice^ 
and defiring that the Court would examine into, and en- 
deavour to prevent fach Abufes for the future, either by 
paniOung che-Perfons who might appear to be guilty, or 
by making ibme new Regulation ; if that Court ihould re- 
jedl fuch a Petition, and neglefl or refiife to make any 
Enquiry into the Branch of Pradice complained of, I ihould 
conclude that the Judges were more intent upon fcreening 
their Officers, than upon doing Juilice to theSubje£l : Nay, 
I ihould readily believe, that even the Judges themfelves 
were Partakers in the Frauds and Extortions committed by 
their Officers. 

' The reverend Prelate, who was pleafed to mention the 
Court of Inquiiition, has a mind, it ieems, to foften as 
mndi a» he can the Methods of proceeding in that terrible 
Tribunal,, when he compares them to tiie Method pro- 
poied to be followed apon the Petition now before us : 
The Method now propoied is, firil to enqnke into thofe 
illegal Prances fufpeded to have been made ufe of; and 
if, upon that Enquiry, it ihould appear, that any particu- 
lar Perfons have been guilty of Pradlices, for which they 
ooghc to be panifhed, to be fure Tome noble Lord in this 
Hoofe will ftand up, in his Place, and impeach the Per- 
fbns againil whom any Sufpicions of Guilt ihall, upon that 
Enquiry, appear ; or this Houfe will, at a Conference, 
communicate to the other Houfe, the Difcoveries made 
upon fuch Enquiry, and, upon that, the other Houie will 
become the Profecutors : In either Cafe, the Peribns ac« 
cufed will be brought to an open, a fair, and an impartial 
Trial, they will know their Profecutors, and will have an 
Opportunity to crofs-examine the Witneffes that are brought 
againft them, and to bring Witneifes, or what other Proo& 
they may think proper for their Vindication : This, my 
Lords, is the regular and conilant Method of proceeding 
in Parliament upon all fuch Occafions, dnd the Method 
cilablifhed by our Anceilors, for prcferving the People 
from Oppreffion and arbitrary Power ; but the Method of 
proceeding in the Inquiiition, and the Deiign of fuch Pro- 
ceedings arc very different : There, the Party accufed is 
condemned without any open or fair Trial, and he is ne- 
ver allowed to know either his Profecutors, or the Wit- 
neifes againil him, nor is he allowed to bring any Proof 
of his Innocence i nay, he does not fo much as know the 
1734-5. A a a * Crime 
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Anno S.Geo. II. < Crime he b accufed of, till the ScntQEice^omes to be ex- 
i734'<;> * ecuted upon him : This is the Method of prooeeding la 
■" ^ ' that tyrannical Court, and the Defign or Aim of all their 
Proceedings is to fupport the arbitrary Power of their 
Maiiker, the Pope of Rome. The Mediods of proceeding 
in this Houfe was never yet applied to the Support of any- 
arbitrary Power, fpiritual or temporal, and as little will 
they, I hope, be cv^r applied to the fcreeningof Oppref* 
fors or Criminals, let their Quality, let their Station in 
Life be what it will ; for if the NIechods of proceeding 
in. this Houfe fhould once come to be appUed to the fcree&> 
ing or protedling of high Criminals, the next Step will 
certainly be, to make ufe of this Houfe only for the 
Support of Oppreiiion^ and for iharpening the Edge of 
arbitrary Power. 

* The Petitioners may, and certainly do, know (bme In- 

fiances of the illegal Pradices complained of, but that 

they know them all is not' to be prefumed : AU that thqr 

can know, muft proceed from Accounts given voluntarily 

' and freely by fome particular Men, and it cannot be fop- 

' pofed that thofe Men knew a great deal ; but,' by t£e 

Authority of this Houfe, others may be compelled to give 

' a full Account of what they know, even fome of theUn* 

^ der-Agents, entrufled and employed in thofe Prattocs* 

^ may be examined, and from them we may exped a fbUer 

^ Information, than from any of thofe who were never let 

^ much into die Secret. It cannot, therefore, be fuppofed, 

' that the Petitioners can give us many Infbanoes of^ the il- 

' legal Pradices they complain of, or a full Account of a- 

* ny of them ; and whatever Accounts they may be able 
^ to give us, they have certainly propofed the moft proper 
' Method for giving them: The moft proper Method of 
' laying an Account of any Fad before this Houfe, or be- 

* fore any Court of Judicature, is certainly to do it by Wit- 
' nefTes upon Oath ; and if the Petitioners had chofen any 
' other Method, if they had in their Petition given us long 
' Accounts of particular Fads, I am very wdl convinced. 
' it would then have been reprefented as an illegal and un- 

* precedented Method of laying Fads before this Houfe ; 

* nay, 1 .do not know but the Petition would have beea 
' complained of, and perhaps rejeded, as a fcandalous and 
» impertinent Petition. 

* But, my Lords, becaufe the Petitioners know fome In* 
' (lances of the illegal Pradices complained of, to conclude front 

* thence, that they muft certainly know the principal Per- 

* fons guilty, is, I think, very odd. I cannot pretend to knov 
; any thing of th« Pradices made Ufe of i but from two forts 

« of 
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' ofFraftices that have been publicly mentioned, Imuftcon- AimoS. Geo.IL 

* dnde, that it is impoffible for the Petitioners, to know the , 1?^^ 
' principal Perfons guilty. Suppofe, my Lords, that the 
' having a Regiment drawn up under Arms, in the very 
' Place where, and at the very Time when, the laft Election 
' of the 1 6 Peers was made, fhould be one of the illegal Prac- 
' tices complained of; in this Cafe, the Petitioners may know 
' the Officer that then commanded the Regiment j but that 
' Officer is not fnrely thePerfon a^ainft whom your Lordfhipt 
■ Enquiry is to be chiefly direded ; he certaiiUy had his Or- 
' ders from fome fuperior Officer ; that fuperior Officer is the 

* PeHbn, againfl whom your Lordfhips Enquiry mufl be 
' chiefly direded ; and die Name of that fuperior Officer 
' your Petitioners cannot be fuppofed to know. 

' Let us again fuppofe, my Lords, that Corruption was one 
' of the illegal Pradtices madeufeofat the laft Eledlion: Some 

* Lords of Scotland may perhaps have owned,, that they got 
' Money for voting according to Diredion, or that they were 
^ oSered Money, or fome other Reward, on condition they 
^ would vote according to Diredion ; but thofe Lords would 
' certainly, for their own Sakes, conceal the Names of the 
^ Perfons who gave or offisred them. Money, or other Re- 
' ward, for fuch a corrupt and criminal Pujpofe, becaufe the 
^ Perfon named would have been entitled to an Adion of 
^ Scandal for fpreading fuch a Report againil him, and upoa 
^ that Adion, would certainly have recovered great Damages ; 
' whereas, upon an Examination at your Lordfhips Bar, the 
' Perfons guilty may be named without any fuch Danger. 

But farther, my Lord^, where Pradices fo highly criminal 
' are made nfe of^ we cannot fuppofe, that the Perfons prin- 
cipally concerned would ppfonally appear ; fuch Pradices 
^ are generally carried on by Under- Agents ; and though 
fome indired Huits may perhaps have been given as to the 
Names of thofe Under- Agents, yet it is impoffible for the 
Petitioners, to know the Names of the principal Perfons 
who employed thofe Agents ; nay, even your Lordfhipt 
may find ibme Difficulty, to fix thofe Pradices on the Per- 
fons on whom they ought principally to be fixed, and a- 
gainft whom the Enquiry of this Houie, and the Vengeance 
of the Nation ought principally to be direded. 
* Your Lordfhips wul, without doubt, obferve the Motto of 
Weflminfttr Hall, Audi alteram fartem: It is a Rule that will,, 
I hope, be always obferved by this Houfe ; and in the Affair 
now before us, you will certainly hear the other Side, as 
foon as there is one to be heard : As yet there is no Side„ 
there is no Profccutor nor Profccution, and confequcndy. 
no Perfon profecuted to be heard. The Petitioners are uq 
1734-5, Aaa a • P«h 
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ProfecutDra, nor b it poflible for them to tell wbo are to 
be profecuted, or whether there be any Perfon that ought 
to be profecuted or no : They complain only a^aimT a 
Grievance, they defire your Lordfhips will enquire into that 
Grievance, and apply fuch Remedies as you may think pro* 
per. If, among other Remedies, it (hail be foand necef- 
fary to profecute the Bprfons who, by your Enquiry, ihall 
be difcovered to have been any way concerned in the Gric* 
vance complainedo^ a legal and a regular Frofecation will 
certainly be carried on againfl fhofe Perfons, and then yoor 
Lordihips will certainly hear what they hare to (ay in theii 
own Defence, and till then they have nothing to do with 
your Lord(hip$ Enquiry, nor have they a Right to be pre* 
fent at the Examination of any Witneifo to be cxanuncd 
at the Bar of this Houfe. 

* In fhort, your Lordfhips may profefi what yon will, bot 
if the Affair now before us be thus put off by Motion after 
Motion ; Motions which feem to germinate one from ano- 
ther ; the World will not believe that you have an Indinadoa 
to go to theBottomof the Aflair before you, or thatyoa have 
an Inclination to fave your Country from the impending Ruin 
which is fo loudly complained of, and fo generally foraeen : 
And thus, by (hewing iuch a tender Regard to the Charaiders 
of feme particular Men, who may perhaps be in Danger 
of being expofed by a fbi^ Enquvy into this Afiait, yoar 
I^ordQiips will bring a moE heavy, and, I atn afraid, a very 
general Imputation upon the Charader of this Houie 1 
therefore I hope the noble Duke will wave this Motion, 
and let us proceed to appoint a Day for enquiring into this 
Affair, by the Examination of all fuch Witnefles as may be 
thought proper to be examined, upon an Occafion of fo 
great Importance to the Honour of this Hon£e, and to the 
Freedom and Independency of Parliament.' 

The Reply was to the following Efiedl, viz, 

*My Lords, as parliamentary Enquiries have been often o{ 

* great Advantage to thb Nation, and may be fo in Time to 

* come, I ihall therefore, upon all Occafions, be ready and 

* willing to agree to any fuch Proportion, when there ;ip« 
^ pears a Neceffity for entering into the Enquiry propofisdi 
' but as all parliamentary Enquiries muff be attendod with 

* great Trouble and Expence to fome of his Maje%'s Subje6b, 

* and 05 they always raife fome fort of Ferment in the Na- 
' tion, they are not to be entered upon without fome appa* 

* 'rent Nccefllty for fo doing : We are not, at the Defire o£ 
« any Subjcft, or of any Number, of Subjeds, to fct op * 
5 jparliamentary Enquiry, unlefs thole who defire it, can (hew 
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m vtry good Reafims to fufpcQ, that Ibme ilkgal PrafUces Awio 8. Geo. Ih 

hav« been coounitted, and that It is become neoefflkiy fbf . ^l}^ll* 

this, or the other Houfe of Parliament to enquire into them. '■ ^ 

I have a very great Refpeft for the noble Lords the Petition* 

€rs» and I am perfnaded, the^ think that ihvae illegal 

Piai^lices have been made ufe of, and that it is become ne- 

ceiTary for this Houfe to enquire into them : This they are 

certainly convinced of, otherwiie they would never have 

preiented foch a Petition : This»is their Opinion, but they 

moft give me their Realdns, before I can make it mine x 

If thofe Reafons be as prevalent with me, as they are with 

them, I fhall certainly agree to the Enquiry defired ; but 

neither in this, nor in any other Cafe, fhall I ever give tny 

Vote according to the C^ink>n of another, but according 

to that which 1 have ibrmed for myfelf. It is therefore tn^ 

cumbent upon the Petitioners, to give us ibme Reafons to 

' believe, that illegal PraAices have been aflually made ufe 

^ oC and that there is a Neceffity for this Houfe to enquire 

' into them ; and as it is ImpoiTible to give us any fuch Rea* 

' ibnsy without firft giving us fome particular InAances of the 

^ lUe^ Praftioes they complain of, and fome Account of 

' the Peribns, they fufped to have been concerned in fuch 

^ Pradioes, I cannot but think, the Motion now made to as, 

' ai very proper Motion upon this Occafion* and fuch a one^ 

' aa the Petitioners ought certainly to comply with, before 

* they can mcSt that any Lord in this Houfe, who knows 
' no more ot thofe illegal Practices than I do, can agree to 
' any fort of parliamentary Enquiry. 

* When any Enquiry is moved for in either Houfe of Par« 
■ liament, theie three Queflions naturally occur to every 

* Member of that Houfe, Whether the Pra£Uces proposed 
' to be enquired into, be illeg^ ? Whether they be fuch as 

< juay be prefumed to have been committed? And whether 

* they be of fuch a Nature, as cannot be punifhed or reme* 
' died by the ordinary Courts of Law? Thefe are three 

* Qjjcftions, I fay, my Lords, which naturally occur to 
^ every Member, and he ought to iatisfy himfelf about every 

* one of themt before he gives his Opinion, either for or a- 
*' gainft agreeing to the Enquiry propofed. Now, I appeal 

* to your Lordihips, how any Lord in this Houie, who luiows 

* nodiingof the Praftices lately made ufe of in SeotUnd^ can 

< fatisfy himielf as to either of thefe Queftions, without 

* knowing fomething more about them, than he can knovi^ 
' from the Petition now before us ? In my Oj^inion, it is 

* ]mpofiU>le for any Man to'fatisfy himfelf in either of the 

* three, without knowing fome particular Inilances of the 
' jPnUSices complained of, and the Names of the Perfons iaid 
« tp have^bren guilty of thofe PrafUces.- Butfuppofe we 
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AttidS. Geo. II.' (hotild agtee to enquire into thi3 Afiair, withoat anyfiuv 
'7j4-j« _ f ther Information than what we have atprefent; I moft 
beg your Lordihips to confider, how it would be poffiblefer 
^ ui to examine, or to put the proper Queftions to any Wit* 
. « ne(», that (hall be brought to the Bar of this Hoafe ? For 

* as none of the Petitioners have at prefent a Seat .in dia 

* Houfe, I cannot form t6 myfelf any Queftion that codd 

< be put by any other Lord to a Witneis, bnf only the gcne- 

< ral Queftion ; if he knew of any, and what illegal Pirac- 

* tices made ufe of at the laft Bledion of fixteen Peers far 
^ Scotlandf This, in my Opinion, would be a very improper 

< Queftion, becaufe it would be leaving it entirely to the 

* Judgment of the Witnefs, to determine, what he took to 

* be an illegal Pra^Uce, and to give us an Account of noo^ 

* but what he took to be fuch : Upon fuch a genera] Qocf- 

* tion, it may be fuppofed, that fome Witnefles would gi?e 

* OS long and tedious Accounts of trifling Fads, nothing at al| 

* to the Purpofe, while others might perhaps ne^efl to in- 

* form us of Things of the greateft Importance. Tiiettfbre, 

< not only to enable us to judge if there be a Neceffity for an 
« Enquiry, but likewife to enable us to proceed with Aocn- 
^ racy and Vigour ; we ought to agree to the Motion pro- 
^ pofed, and the Petitioners ought to comply with it, as I 
' make no doubt but they will. 

^ My Lords, in all preparatory Examinations, in all fixrts 
^ of Examinations that ever I beard of, the Witnefles are 
^ queflioned about particular Fa£ls, and likewife in relation 
^ to particular Perfons ; and either the Judge, before whom 
' the Witnefi is examined, or fome Perfon concerned, and at- 
' tending for that Purpofe, knows, or is infirudted, how to 
^ put the particular Quefticms to the Witnefs, in order to 

* draw the whole Truth firom him, relating to that Afbir 

* about which he is examined. Even with refpeA to thofe 
^ Enquiries which have proceeded from a Motion in cither 
' Houfe of Parliament, the Member who propofes an £n» 

* quiry, does net barely make a Motion for that Purpofe ; 
' he (lands up in his P]ace« and always gives the Houie an 

* Account of the particular Fa^ he deures to be enquired 

* into : Nay, he generally gives the Names of the particular 
' Perfons againft whom he makes his Complaint ; By that 
' Speech the Members are not only enabled to judge, wke- 
' ther or no a parliamentary Enquiry be neceflaiy, but tfa^ 
' are likewife enabled to put the proper Queftions to the 

* Witnefles, that ^lay thereafter be brought befin^ them iq 

* the Committee. And bdides, the Member who makes 

* the Motion, is always named one, and generally ^ 
« Chairman of the Committee, who n^ufl be fuppofed tq 
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know the^particakr FaA8» and to fufpea, ttleaft, whoAaa»S-Geo.lJk 
were the pardcolar Peribns guilty of thofe Fads ; fo thu '724;;^S * 
he muft of conrfe kiu>w» how to put the proper Qucftioni ' '"' 
to eveiy ^tnefs, and the particular Fa6^ as to which 
each Witneis ought refpedively to be examined. 

* Suppofe, my Lords, that the Petition nofw before us it 
to be taken m a general Complaint ag»inft a Grieyance^ 
and a Defire to have that Grievance re^tfled $ yet it muft 
be granted, that it is one of the moft general Complainta 
that was ever brought before either Honie of Parliament. 
Enquiries may have been fet up upon meer Suggeftions, of 
upon common Fame i yet I believe there was never an En- 
quiry iet up upon fuch a general Suggeftion, or upon fuck 
ai general Report : Some particular Fa^ are always fug* 
geftedy even common Fame reports ibme particular Crimes, 
and fixes thofe Crimes upon fome particular Perfons, be* 
fiare it is made the Foundation of any Parliamentary En- 
quiry. And with refped toPrefentments at common Law, 
it is very certain, no grand Jury ever made fuch a general 
Prefetttment as the Complaint now before us: They al- 
ways fix upon fome particular Thing, or upon fome par- 
ticular Pradice, and prefent it as a Nofance, which they 
think ought to be remedied ; and if a grand Jury ihould 
make a Prefentment, complaining in general, that at fuch 
a l^me, or upoa fuch an Occafion, fome illegal PraAices 
had been made ufe of, without mentioning one of thofe 
Prai^ces which they took to be illegal, or one of the Per- 
fens by whom they fuppofed fuch Pra&ices to have beat 
made ufe of, I am perfuaded no inferior Court in England 
would take any manner of Notice of fuch a Prefentment. 
Att otter Negled would certainly be the Fate of fuck 
a Prefentment at common Law ; and I am perfuaded a 
Motion in the other Houfe for an Enquiry, founded upon 
fuch a eeneral and indefinitive Charge, would meet with 
very little Succefs. However, I am very far from propofing, 
that the Petition now before us ought to be intiiely negledl- 
cd j 1 think it ought to be gready regarded, both on aC' 
CDont of the Perfons complaining, and the Matter com- 
plained of; and I (hall be for making a moft fhiA Enquiry 
into the Afiair, if the Petitioners will but make it poffible 
fer us to do fo, by giving us fome Inftances of the Prances 
they complain of, and the Names of fome of the Periont 
they fufpeft to have been guilty of thofe Practices. 

* The Petitionen, my Lords, muft know, or have 
heard of fome particular Fadls which they take to 
be illegal, and of dangerous Confequence, otherwife it it 
certain, they never would have pefenud fuch a Petition 
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Anno Ceo. 8.1t. < to this tloofe : Let them but inform ot of thofe patticiilar 

'73 4-$* • FaAs they know or have heard of, that wc, as wdl as 

^(11 ^^^«-i« I « jIj^^ ^jjjy judge whether they arc illegal or not j that we, 

* as well as they, may judge whether they are of fadi dan- 
*■ gerous Confequence, as to deferve a parliamentary Enquiry : 
< And it is impoflible they can know any particular Fa^5, 

* without knowing the Names of fbme of the Perfona who 

* were guilty of thofe Fads : Nay, it is impoffible they 

* could have heard of any Pads* without having had the 

* Perfona guilty named to them, or at leaft described in fuch 
' a Manner as they muft know who they are ; for tfaoogh 

« * there might, perhaps, have been fome Danger, in pab- 

* H(hing the Name of anv Perfon upon fnch an Occafion, 

* yet the Perfon guilty might have been fo dcfcribed as to 
' make ever^ one know who was meant, without expofing 

* the Perfon who gave fuch Defcription, to any Dinger: 
^ Such Defcriptions muft have been fuUy onderftood by the 
' Petitioners ; and fnrely they may, without any Danger, 

* declare to this Houfe the Names ©f the Perfons they tap- 

* pole to have been meant by fuch Defcriptions. 

'To conclude, my Lords, though I have as great a 

* Regard for the noble Lords the Petitioners, as any Loid 

* in this Houfe can have ; tho* I could depend upon their 
^ Judgment as much as upon the Judgment of an/ Men ; 

< yet I cannot anfwer to myfelf for agreeing to take up the 
. • Time of this Houfe, and put Witneffes to the Trouble 

« and Expence of travelling, perhaps a great many Miles, 

* which mud be the Event of our entering upon an Enqniry 

* into this Aflfair* without being, in my own Judgment, 

* convinced, that there is great Reafon to fufpe£t that fome 

* vtxy illegal and dangerous Pradlices have been made ufe of, 

* and that they are Pra£Uces of fuch a Nature, as cannot be 

* punifhed or remedied any other Way than by a parliamen- 
' tary Enqniry ; and fince I cannot, of this, be convinced in 
' my own Judgment, without knowing particularly, both 

< the Practices that are fufpedled to have been illegally com- 

* mitted, and the Perfons Names that are fufoeded to have 
« been guilty of thofe Prafticcs, therefore I muft be for 
« the Motion/ 

After this Debate, the Lord Bdthurfi fiood up, and fpoke 
to this Effe^, «f /«• 

Jfodon^tf a. ' ^y ^r^^. fince I find your Lordihips are li^c to come 
laiting'thc'two*' * ^^ a Queftion upon this Motion, I muil obferve, that, as 
Parts of tip 'it ftands at prefent, it is a Motion complicated of two verjr 
tlSi«^n- • diftina Parts, ^y the firfl Part of it, the Petitioners are 
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' to be ordered to lay before this Houfe, in Writing, In- Anno «. pco. II. 

* fiances of thofe undue Methods and illegal Praftices, upon . '734-^5- ^ 

* which they intend to proceed ; and by the other Part, ^~ '"^"'■-J 

* they are to be ordered to lay before this Houre, the Names 

* of the Perfons they fufpedk to have been gnllty of thofe un- 

* due Methods and illegil Pradices : Now, my Lords, as 

* thc'e two Parts arc evidently as diftinft and di Jerent from 

* one another, as any two Motions can be ; and as it is 

* evident, that fever-l Lords may, for very good Reafons, 

* be againft the laft Part, tho* they may be for the firft, 

* therefore, my Lords, , I muft make Q(e of that Right which 

* every Lord has, by the conllant Praftice of this Houfe, 
^ and defire that the Parts may be feparated, and the Que- 

* fdon put feparately upon each.* 

The Queftion being called for, his Lordfhip ftood up a- 
gain, and infided upon it, * That when a Qucilion appeared 

* to be complicated, every iingle Lord in that Houfe, had 

* a Right to defve that the Parts might be feparated, and 

* that different Queflions might be put upon the feveral 

* different Parts. This, he faid, was a Right that was never 

* controverted* and he infilled upon his Right.* 

The Quedion being flill called for, he flood up the third Amendment 
timCp ana faid, * That fince they did not feem inclined to offered. 
' grant him a Right, which had never been denied to any 

* Lord in that Houfe, he would propofe an Amendment to 
' the Motion, which was, that thefe Words fan J the Names 

* of th" Perfons thsy fuJpeSi to have been guilty of fuch undue 

* Methods and illegal Fradkes ) might be left out; and there- 

* fore he hoped their Lordlhips would put the Queflion upon 
' the Amendment, before they put the ^eflion upon the 

* Motion.' 

Upon this the Quedion was put upon the Amendment Qudlion, 
offered, which was carried in the Negative, by 90 to 48 ; 
and then the Queflion being put upon the Motion, it was 
carried in the AfHrmative« without a Divifion. 

The Motion was made by the Duke olDevorJhire ; and was Speakers, 
fapported by the Earl of Scarborough, the Lord Hervey, the ■. * 

Lord Hardnvick, the Bifhop of halifiurfy the Earl of //ay, 
the Lord Chancellor, and the Duke of Nenvcaftle, It was * 

pppofed by the Earl of Chefierfield^ the Lord Gower^ the 
Lord BathurJI, the Earl of Abingdon, and the Earl of Staf- 
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Anno 8. Geo. II# The Petitioners having been made adqnainted with this laft 
'734-j' ^ Order, in the fame Manner they were made acqoainted 
with the former, they delivered their Anfwer in Writing to 
the Lord Chancellor, on the 27th of February : and next 
Day, the Order of the Houfe being read, the Lord Chan- 
cellor acquainted the Houfe, that he Had received from the 
petitioners, an Anfwer in Writing to their Lordfliips laH 
Order, which he read to the Houfe, and of which the fol- 
lowing is an cxadl Copy, <viz, 

* My Lordsy 
_ .. < XT' OUR Lordfhips Order o^ February the 21ft Id 

S^iT^ ' JL ^^^"^ ^^^^ ^^^" fignified to us by the Right Hon. 

* the Lord High Chancellor, with rcfped to which wc do 
« humbly fubmit lo your Lordfhips, That we have not, by 

* our Petition, ftated ourfelves Accufers of any Perfon what- 
' ever, nor did we intend to do fo ; but thought it our Duty 

* to lay before your Lordfhips, by way of Petition, that inch 

* Methods and Praftices Were ufcd, towards carrying on the 

* laft Election of fixtcen Peers for Scotland, as appeared to 

* us dangerous to the Conftitution, and might prove fob- 

* verfive of the Freedom and Independency of Parliament. 

* The Prefervation of our happy Conftitution is what wc 

* have ill view, without Regard to any particular Pcrfons ; 

* and we humbly conceived, that any Matter which fo 

* nearly concerns this Conflitution, or might appear to be 
^ an Encroachment upon it, was a proper Sabjed for your 

* Lordfhips Confideration and Enquiry, as a lugh Court of 
< Parliament. 

• That, without Hating ourfelves as Accufers, which is 

* iur from our Intention, \ve cbnceive we cannot take upon 

* us to name th^ particular Perfons, who may have been 
' concerned in thofe illegal Pradlices ; but, who thofe were, 

* will undoubtedly appear to your Lordfhips, upon taking 

* the proper Examinations ; atid the Fads are Whatwehuin- 
*. bly pray may be enquired into, mjboe^er may happen h be 

* affeSIed byth em : Nbr can we, Without ading as Evidences, 
^ comply with thofe Wgrds of your Lordfhips Order,' to 

* give the Names of the Perfons by whom fuch undue Mc- 

* thods and illegal Practices were ufed : But, ^ou!d wc ad 
^. both as Accufers and Witneffes, it is impofliblc for us to 

* inform your Lordfhips, who were the Perfons that, in the 

* Courfe of this Examination, atKi from the Tcftimony cf 

* future Evidences, may appear to have been conccm«i in 

* the above-mentioned Praftices. 

./ * We do alfo humbly fubmit to your Lordfhips, that wc 
« Biay have very certain ^d true Information of qndue Mc- 

•thod^ 
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thods and illegal Pradtices, that have been ufed towards Anno S. Geo. II. 
engaging Peers to vote for a Lift ; and yet that our In- ^]1^J^ 
tbrmers may not have thoaght proper to name the Perlons^ 
by whom I'uch undue Methods and illegal Pradices were 
ufed ; or may be unwilliug to do fo, until they are brought 
upon their Examination. 

* And, with refped to the laying before your Lordihips 
the particular InUances of the undue Methods and illegal 
PradUces mentioned in our Petition, we humbly fubmit to 
your LordQiips, if an Examination of this Kind ought to 
be confined to particular IiUlances ; iincc, from the Na- 
ture of the Thing, it appears evident, that many In- 
ftances may come out in the Courfe of fuch Examination, 
rhe particular Circuniflances whereof cannot be known to 
your Petitioners, and yet muil appear upon Enquiry. 

^ That tliough the opening the Particulars of the Fa^ to 
be proved, nuy necei&rily produce fuch a Difcovery of Evi- 
dence before Examination, as is ufually thought dange- 
rous even in courfe of ordinary Trials, and may, be much 
more io in the Cafe of a parliamentary Enquiry : 

' Yet, neverthelefs, in confcquence of your Lordfhips 

Order, as far as we are able from the Nature ^ the Thing, 
we 60 humbly acquaint your Lordfhips, that we laid the 
Petition before you, upon Information, that the Lift of 
iucteen Peers for Scotlai/dt had been framed by Perfons in 
high Truft under the frown, long previous to the Ele£li« 
on itielf ; and that this Lift was Ihewn to Peers, as a Lift 
approved of by the Crown, and was called the Kitjg^% 
LijU of which there was to be no Variation, unlefs to make 
way for one or two particular Peers, on condition they 
fhould go along with the Meafure. 

* That Peers were foUicited to vote for this Lift, or the 
Crown Lifty without the Liberty of making any Altera- 
tion. 

* That Endeavours were ufed to engage Peers to vote for 
this Lift, by promife of Penfions, and Offices civil and 
military, to themfelves and near Relations, and by 
aAual Promife and Offers of Sums of Money. 

* That Sums of Money were adhially given, to or for 
ch^ Ufe oi fome Peers, to engage them to concur in the 
votiing this Lift. 

' Tnat annual Penfions were promifed to be paid to 
Peers, if they concurred in the voting this Lift; fome 
of them to be on a regul.ir Eftabliftiment, and others to 
be paid without any EilabUihroent at all. 

* That, about the Time of this Eleftipn, Numbers of 
Penfions, Offices (of which fcveral were nominal) and 

1734-5. Bbb 2 • Rcleifes 
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Anno 8. Geo. II. « Releafes of Debts owing to the Crown, were granted to 
'734^ - ' Peers who concurred in voting this Lift, and to their near 
I ' f Relations. 

* That, on the Day of Eledlion, aBatalHonof his Ma- 

* jefty\s Forces was drawn up in the Jbbey- courts at EJinhargb, 

* and. three Companies of it were inarched from Lfiih (a 
' Place at one Miles Diflance) to join the reft of the BataJ- 

* lion, and kept under Arms from nine in the Morning till 

* nine at Night, when the Election was ended j contrary to 

* Cullom at Eledt ons, and without any Cau(e or Occaiion 
' that your Petitioners could forefee, other than the overaw- 

* ing of the Eledlion. 

' Thefe Inftances of undue Pra6iices we now humbly 

* mention, which we hope will fatisfy your Lordfhips, that 
' we have juft Reafon to pray your Lordfhips to take this 

* Matter into your ferious Coniideration, and to pro- 
< vide fuch a Remedy as may be effedual, for prefervicg 

* the Right and Freedom of Eledions , fuch Right of elcd- 

* ing being the only Right that now remains with the Peers 
' of Scotland^ in lieu of a conftant and hereditary Seat in 

* Parliament. 

Fib, 27. ' Hamilton and Brandam^ DundotutUf 

1734. * ^eensbury uid Dover, Marcbmnt, 

* Montro/e^ Stain 

Motion againft it. ^^^^ *^^ Anfwer was read, a Motion was made for their 
Lordfliips to refolve, * That the Petitioners had not com- 
' plied with the Order of that Houfe of the 21ft Inftant' 

The Argument for this Refolntion was to the Ettc6t JS 
follows, viz. 

Argain«ntfurthe * My Lords* the Anfwer now read to us, is, in my Opi- 
Motion. « nion, altogether as general and as obfcure as the Petition 

* which your Lordfhips want fo much to have explained, and 
' without which Explanation the Opinion of this Hoafe 

* feems to be, that we cannot proceed : The Petitioners, 

* 'tis true, have in this Anfwer told us in general, the Na- 
' ture of fome Practices which are highly criminal, aiid 

* which deferve very much the Notice of this Houfe; thtf 
' have indeed told us the Species of thofe Crimes, which 

* thev fuppofe to have been committed 1 but they have not 

* told us of any particular Crime ; nor have they given os 

* fo much as one Inftance of any particular Faft upon which 

* they intend to proceed; and as for the Perfon's Names 

* fuppofed to have been guilty of thofe Crimes^ they hate 
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' not, in fo far as I can find, given as the Icaft Hint of any Auno?. <ieo. IL 
' one; fo that wc arc certainly now as much in the dark, '7?4 --'' 

as when we made that Order to which they have given 
' us this Anlwer : I cannot therefore think that any of your 
' Lordihips will be of Opinion, they have complied with 
' the Order of this Houfe ; nay, fo far are they from com- 
' plying with it, that chey (eem cautiouily to avoid com- 
^ plying with it, even fo far as was in their Power ; for 
' they do not fo much as fay, that their Informers have re- 
' fufed to name the Perfons guilty i but only iay, that their 
' Informers may, perhaps, be cautious of naming any par- 
' ticular Perfons, till they come to be examined at your 
' Lordfhips Bar. Surely, my Lords, if their Informers 
' told them the Names of the Perfons that were guilty, 
' they might, in compliance with your Lordftiips Order, 

* have given the Names of fuch Perfons ; and it their In- 

* formers have aAually refufed to name any Perfons till they 
' come to the Bar of this Houfe, the Petitioners might 
' have poficively faid fo : Then, as to the Regiment that 
' is faid to have been kept under Arms near the Place of 

* Election, the Petitioners muft certainly know the Name of 
' the Officer who commanded the Regiment at the Time t 

* and confcquently, they might furcly have complied with 
' your Lord(hip*s Order Co far as to give you the Name of 

* that Officer, which I find they have not done ; and for 
' that Reafon I fhall conclude with a Motion fo natural, 

* that I hope no Lord in this Houfe will make any Difficul- 

* ty in agreeing to it. 
* When your Lordfhips made the laft Order, it was cef- 

' tainly your Opinion, that it was impoffible to proceed to 
' the Examination of any Witneffes in this Affair, till yoa 
' knew fome of the particular Fads about which the Wit* 
' neffes were to be examined, and the particular Perfons 

* againft whom they were to give their Evidence. This 
' muft have been your Opinion, otherwife you would never 
' have made fuch an Order : And now I appeal to every 

* Lord in this Houfe, if from the Petitioners Anfwer, now 

* before us, he can pretend to any farther Knowledge than 
' he had at that Time, either as to the particular Crimes 

* committed, or as to the Perfons who were guilty of thofe 

* Crimes ; therefore I muft conclude, that every Lord in 

* this Houfe, who agreed to that Order, muft of courfe 

* agree to the Motion I am to make : Befides, there is nb- 

* thing, my Lords, in which the Honour and the Dignity 

* of this Houie is more C9ncerned, than in that of feeing 

* our own Orders pundually complied with ; and as it can- 

* not be pretended that the Petitioners have, by this Anfwer, 

2 * complied 
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Anno 8. Geo. tl.* complied in the Icaft with our lail Order» therefore* I 
'7 3 4-5- * think, I muft be juftified in moving, that your Lordihips 
would come to a Refoliition, That the Petitioners have 
not complied with your faid Order. 



Anfwer, 



The AnAver to this was in Subflance as fbllows, viz. 

' My Lords, when your Lordlhips h& Order was firft pro- 
pofed, I was not only of Opinion, that it was contrary 
to the whole Spirit and Tcnour of the La\YS of Engiand^ 
which do not allow any Man's Character to be loaded 
with an Accufation, unlefs by the Oath of fomc Pcrfon or 
another j but I was likewife of Opinion, that it would 
be impoffible for the Petitioners to comply with it, and 
therefore I at that Time oppofcd it : However, now that 
it is become an Order of this Houfe, I muft admit that 
it was a juft, a right, and a proper Order ; and there- 
fore, the only thing we have now under our Confideration 
is. Whether the Petitioners have complied with it or no ? 
I hope, my Lords, it will not be fuppofed that we are, 
by any Order, to require People to do what is impoffible ; 
and for this Reafon, every- Order made by this Houfe muft* 
in the very Nature of it, imply an Alternative : Every Or* 
der we make mufl be presumed to imply, that thoie to 
whom it is direfted, fhall either con^ply with it pundiual- 
ly, or fhew us that it is impoflible for them to do fo ; 
for furely neither the Honour nor the Dignity of this 
Houfe can be engaged, to make /my Man perform an Im- 
poflibility* 

' According to this Rule, my Lords, let us examine the 
' AnAver now before us : By our Order, we defired the Pe- 
tition en to give us Inflanccs of thofe illegal PraAices they 
complained of; and have not they given us Inftances of 
' tJie mofl illegal Pradices that were ever made uie of at 
.iiiy Eleftion ? Is not Bribery, an Inllance of illegal Prac- 
' tices ? And can that Inilance be more panicularly expref- 
' fed, than they have exprefTed it in their Anfwer ? They 
' have not only told us the Species of the Crime, but they 
' have told us feveral Ways or Methods how it was made 
' ufe of: They have told us, that fome were bribed by the 
^ Promife of OfHces, fome by the Promife of Money or 
' Penfions ; that fome were bribed by the a£hial Grant of 
' Peniions, fome by the adual Grant of Offices, and fome 
^ by the a^ual Grant of Releafes of Debts, owing by them 
' to the Crown: Nay, they have told us, that Sums of 
' Money were a£hially given to or for the Ufe of ^m^ 
^ Peersy to engage them, to concur in the voting a Lift of 

•Peers; 
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Peers : Is it poffible, my Lords, to give more particuUrA^P^'Oeo^^^ 
Inilances of Bribery, without adtaally naming the Perfons , '734 -5' 
who gave, and the Perfons who received the Bribes ? But 
Bribery, it feems, was not of itfelf fufEcient to cram this 
Lift down the Throats of fome of the Peers of Scotland i 
to their Gifts and their Promifes they were forced to add 
Menaces and Threats : By calling it the King's Lifl, and 
by faying it was approved by the Crown, what elfe can 
be nnderftood, than that they deiigned to threaten thofe 
who ihould refuie to vote for it, with the Difpleafure of 
the Crown, and that they muft exped to be turned out of 
any Office or Employment they enjoyed under the Crown ? 
Nay, the Petitioners go farther, they tell us, that not only 
his Majefty*s Name, but his Majefty^s Troops were made 
ttfcof, to terrify thofe whom Money or Promifes could 
not corrupt. Without giving us the Names of the Pcr- 
ibng by whom, and to whom thofe ExprelTions were mad^ 
ufe of; without giving us the Name of that Perion from 
whom thoie Orders to his Majefty's Troops originally 
flowed, it is impoffible to defcribe thofe Inilonces of Me- 
nace and Threats, more particularlv than they are de» 
fcribed in the Anfwer now before us ; and therefore there 
is not the leaft Pretence to fay, that the Petitioners have 
not fully complied with this Part of your Lordihip*s 
Order. 

• Now, my Lords, with refpeft to the other Part of your 
Lordfliips Order, by which the Petitioners are defired to 
give as the Names ofc the Perfons that were guilty of 
thofe Crimes ; this indeed they have not complied with ; 
Bat for what Reafon ? Becaufe it is impoflible. They do 
not £iy, that frohi their own Knowledge they know any 
of thofe illegal PraAices ; they do not ib much as infinu- 
ate, that any Man attempted to bribe or to frighten either 
of them : No, my Lords, all the Knowledge they have, 
is, by Information; and they exprefly tell us, that were 
they to ti€t both as Accnfers and Witneifes, it is impoffi- 
ble for them to ihform your Lordfliips who were the Per^ 
fyns guilty ; and fanher, befides the Credit which is due 
to their Charadters, they give us a moft convincing Rea- 
fen for the Iinpoflibility they labour under in this refpedb : 
They tell us, that their Informers may be unwilling to 
name the Perfons guilty, until they are brought upon their 
Examination ; and this, my Lords, every one of your 
Lordfhips muft agree to be very probable, nay, to be 
certain, becaufe of the great Danger that attends the 
mentioning of any Perfon's Name upon fuch an Occafi- 
on. As to th^ Officer that commanded the Regiment, 

« kept 
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Anno ?. Geo. 11. * kept under Anns during the Time d- that Election, I 
>734*5' ^ « do not doubt but the Petitioners may know his Name; 

< but I am furprized to hear any Lord fay, that the Pcii- 
' tioners ought to have named him in their Anfwer to your 

* Lordfhips Order, becauie he was not, nor could be the 
' Perfon guilty ; he muft have been bet an inferior Officer, 

* and therefore muft have had Orders from a Superior for 
' what he did : The Superior, the Supreme, I mean, my 

* Lords, the Perfon from whom thoie Orders originally 

* flowed, is the only Perfon guilty, and the only Perfon your 

* Lordfhips are to enquire afcer ; all under him are obliged 

* to obey their Orders, under the Pain of Mutiny, which is 

* immediate Death ; and therefore they c innot be the Per- 

* ions guilty ; fo that it would have been ridiculous in the 

* Petitioners, to have named the OfHcer who comraan-^ed 

* the Regiment, as the Perfon guilty of any illegal Prafticc; 

* and the other, the Petitioners cannot know : Bat, my 

* Lords, by examining that Officer, and perhaps ibme o- 

* thers, at your Lordfhips Bar, you will at lalt fold oat the 

< Perfon, properly chargeable as the Criminal in this Re- 
' {pe6l : I fay criminal,* my Lords ; for it has always been 
' held highly criminal, to leave any regular Forces in any 
' Town where an Eledion is to be ; and certainly it muft be 

* much more criminal, to march them into fuch a Town, 
' and to give them Orders to ihmd to their Arms, as if they 
' were ready to cut the Throats of all thofe, who fbooJd 

* dare to oppofe the Perfbns that gave them their Orders : 
' Thus, I ihink it is evident, |)iat with the firit Part of 
' your Lordfhips Order the Petitioners have fully complied i 
^ and with the latter Part, they have not only declared, but 
' have fhewn, in the mofl convincing Manner, that it is im- 
' poffible for them to comply ; and therefore there cannot 
^ be the leafl Foundation, for the Refolution the noble Lord 
' has been pleafed to move foi^. 

< There may be, and 1 hope, my Lords, there are many 

^ Lords in this Houfe, who might think, that your Lord- 

- fhips could not well proceed to an Enquiry into chb ASur, 

^ without fome &rther Lights than you had by the Pedtion ; 

' and may now think that you have had Lights fufficient to 

' proceed to an Enquiry, by which thofe dark Scenes of 

' Iniquity may perhaps be opened fully to View. The three 

' Queflions which naturally occur, when an Enquiry is pro- 

pofed, may now be eafily anfwered : Can it be doabted 

but that the Pradices, of which the Petitioners have given 

us fo many Inftances, are illegal ? Can it be fuppofed, diac 

they can be cither punifhcd or prevented by any inferior 

^ourt? Is it not admit^ of aUSides^ th&t they are fucb 
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astighly dcfervc'the Notice of this Houfe? As to the firft Anno 8. Cecil, 
and third Qijeftions* therefore, none of your Lordfhipsfeem , ^734-5- 
to make any Doubt 5 then as to the fecond. Whether they 
are fuch Pra£^ices as may be prefamed to have been com- 
mitted ? I am forry, my Lords,^ to fay, that the Prefump- 
doa is,, in my Oprnion, but too Urong. Befides the Cha- 
racters of the noble Lords the Petitioners, who are well 
known, and I hope well refpefted by moft of your Lord- 
(hips, have not we a general Clamour againft fuch Practices ? 
And when I confider the great Qualifications, and more 
cfpecialiy the juft, the generous, and the prudent Con- 
dud of fomc of the Pecftioners, who had tiie Honour to 
be Members of this Houfe in lafl Parliament ; the great 
Nun.ber of Votes they had in their Favour, at the 
£le€Uon for that Parliament ; and the fmall Number of 
Votes they had in their Favour at lafl Flexion ; I muft 
fay, I am afraid there is too much Ground for this gene- 
ral Clamour, too folid a Foundation for this panicular 
Complaint ; (b that as to the fecond Queiiion, there can 
be, in my Opinion, as little Doubt as in either of the 
other two. 

* Another Argument, my Lords, which feemed to make 
feme of your Lordfhips willing to agree to the Order then 
propofed, was, that, without fome &rther Lights into this 
Aftviir, the proper Queftion could not be put to the Wit- 
nefTes to be examined at your Bar : But can any Lord now 
fay, that we are not fully inftruAed by the Anfwer now 
be^re us* for 'putting the proper Queilions to every Wit- 
nefs that can be brought to our Bar, upon an Enquiry in- 
to this Affair ? The particular Interrogatories, both as to 
Bribery and Threats, and likewife as to the Regiment, 
which feems to have been made ufe of, with an Intention 
to over-awe this Flediion, arife fo naturally from the An- 
fwer before us, that we ma.y get at the Bottom of this 
A&dr, without any ^ther Imbrmation : But, befides, 
though the Petitioners have not now the Honour to be 
Members of this Houfe, yet furdy they will be allowed, 
and by this Petition they appear to be ready and willing, 
to give every Lord of this Houfe as much Afliftance as 
they caiC in putting the proper Queflions to each Witnefs, 
fo as to enable us to draw from every Witnefs the whole of 
what he may know, about the illegal Pradices made ufe 
of at laH Eledkion. From all which it is probable, nay, I 
think it is to be expeded, that there are many Lords in 
this Houfe who were for the Oder propofed, but will 
now be for proceeding direAly to an Eaquiry into this Af-< 
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AnnoS.Gco. IT. ( fair, and confequemly mull be ftgainft the Motion novr 
^tllli' * propoled. 

' My Lords, notwithftanding I hyve, I think, clearly 

* ihewn, that the Petitioners have fully complied with your 
' Lordfhips Order, in (b far as it was pofiibie for them to 

* comply with the fame ; yet I (hould be very eafy about 
' the Event of this Motion, if I did not fufpeft that ic wis 

* to be followed bv another, which will, 1 am afraid, pot 

* an End to this Affair ; and therefore I hope the ooble 

* Lord will be fo ingenuous as to Hand np, and declare wkat 

* he intends by the Motion he has been pleafed to make ; 
' for though the Petitioners d6 not intend, or Ihould ab- 

* foIuteJy refufe to fet thcmfelves up as Accufers, yet I hope 
' your Lordihips are not, for that Reafon, to drop an AiSair, 

* in wjilch the Honour and the Dignity of this HouiCy in 

* wliich the vtry Being of our Conflitution are all fo deeply 

* concerned. When this A (Fair came firll before us, ic uas 

* faid, it ought to be looked on as a Caufe, and that there- 

* fore the Petitioners ought' to be confidered as the 

* Plaintiffs, and ought to name thoic they deiigned to 

* make Defendants. But if it were to be confider- 
' ed as a Caufe, we are not, in my Opinion, to look on 

* the Petitioners as Plaintiffs, nor upon any particol v Fer- 

* ions as Defendants. It is, mv Lonjs, the Hcmour of this 

* Houfe, the Liberties of the People, and oar happy Con- 

* flitution, that are to be looked on as the Plaintifi, and 

* Bribery and Corniption are the Defendants : Thofe, ray 

* Lords, are properly the Parties to this Caufe, if the Afiair 
^ now before us were to be looked on as fuch. But it ought 

* not, in any Shape, to be confidered as a C aufe ; it is to 

* be confidered only as an Enquiry, which fome of the bt£t 

* and greatefl of his Majefty*s SubjeAs have eameftly peti- 

* tioned for, which the Nation calls aloud for, and ndiich 
^ the Honour of this Houfe moft peremptorily requires. 

' It is certain, my Lords, it is evident from the Records 

* of both Houfes of Parliament, that Enquiriea have been 

* often fet up, without naming any Pcrfbns whole Cbndndl 
*• or Crimes were to be enquired into. Even but a few Sef- 

* fions ago, there was an Enquiry fet up in this Hoofe, and 
' WimeHes examined at the Bar of this Houfe, without na- 

* ming any Perfon who was fuppofed to have been concern- 
' ed in the Aflair tl;^ enquired into $ I mean, my Lords, 

* the Affair of the ^Mf/i^-W Company, in relation to the 

* Difpofal of their Dire^rs Eflates : It is true, that Enqni- 
^ ry was objected toand^ppofed, as I believe all Enqdries 

* will lor ever be; but the Reafons for oppofing that En- 

* quiry, were not becaufc ao particular Perfon was naajed. 
z < not 
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« nor any particul^^r loftance of Fraud given ; no, my Lords, Anno 8. Oeo.ll. 

* the only Objedion againft that Enquiry, was, that there '734-5' 

* were no Petitioners before us : Jt was faid, th;it we ought *^ ^ 
< not to enquire into that Affair, becauie none of the Proprie* 
« tors of the S$utbSea Stock, none of the Pcrfons concerned, 

* had complained of any Frauds or undue Pra6lices. In thtf 

* prefent Cai'e, this Objection cannot be made ; we have 

* ncMV a Petition before us, we have Perfbns complaining of 

* iin<kie Pra^Uces, who are highly interefkd in the Com^^ 

* plaint; but now it 4 faid, we mufl not enquire into this 
« AfMr^ becaufe none of the Practices arc particularly men* 

* tjoned, becaufe none of thePerfons guilty are particularly 

* named : Thus, my Lords, will fome Objedion be always 

* founds to oar entering upon an Enquiry into any frtu* 
' dulent or criminal Practices, let the Intereft and Safety of 

* the Nation, or the Honour and Dignity of the Houie be 

* ever (o moch concerned. 
* If a Coroner, tny Lords, (hould be informed that a Per* 

' fon had been murdered, the Body buried, and the Mnr- 
' dcr concealed ; but that it he would examine fuch Wit<- 
' nefles as hio Tni(>rmen fhonld direft him to, theMurdef 

* might be difcovered, and the Perfons guilty apprehended, 
' and brought to condign Punifhment s furely the Coroner 
' would be Ytxy deficient in his Duty, if he fhould neglcdl 
' or refufe enquiring into the AfBiir, becaufe his Informers 

* could not, or perhaps would not, declare to him the Per- 
' ibtts gniity, and the particular Manner in which the Mur- 
' der was committed : Surely, my Lords, if his Informers 

* were Men of any Character or Credit, if they were Per- 

* Ibns upon whofe Information he could have the leafl De^ 
' pendence, he would immediately order the Body to be ta^ 
' ken up and examined, and would examine in the ftridbft 
' Manner every Witnefs his Informer could diredl him ta. 
' The Cafe before us is the very fame : Jf your Loriflrips 
' can have any Dependence upon the Chara£ler or Credit of 
^ the Petitionens, you muil fufped, that a moft horrid Mur^ 
' der has been committed : An Eledlion there has certainly 

been, Aether i^ was a fair and a naniral Election, your Lord* 
' ihips are to enquire ; for if it was carried on by undue Me^ 
thods and illegal Practices, the Right.of die Peerage of Scoh 
land has been murdered, our Confli cation has got, I am 
afiraid, a mortal Stab : I am perfuadcd none of youf 
Lofdfhips are of Opmion, that the Petitioners are Perfonf 
whole Information is not in the leall to be depended on \ 
and in fuch a Caie, upon fuch an Information, will youf 
Lordihips refufe to make any Enquiry, becaufe they can- 
not inform you of the particular Pcrfons concerned in this 
I » 734-5' C c c 2 * Murder, 
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AnnnS.Geo.II. « Murder, and of all the particular C:*%umfbnces how it 
1734- V « y^2A committed? For Ood*s Sake, my. Lords, confider 
^•"V*'*^ * what an J njury will be done, by fach a Refitfal, to the 

* Nation in general ; what a public Slur will be thrown op« 
' on the Honour of this Houfe, and upon the JulHce of cor 

* Proceedings. 

* In fhort, my Lords the Honour of this Hoaie, as 

* well as the Independency of Parliament, is, in my Opi- 

* nion, fo much concerned in* the Afiair now before iis, che 

* Complaint is fo well fupported, the (vrievance fo folly and 
< fo particularly fet forth, and a Redrefs fo loudly and fo 

* generally, aa well as particularly called for, that, if we do 

* not enquire flridlly into this AflFair, I (hall hardly exped 

* that this Houfe will ever for the future enquire into the 

* Complaint^ of any Subjei^t, or of any Number of SubjefU ; 
' and if the other Houfe follow the Example of this, where 
' then fhall the >ubje£ts go to complain } No where can chey 

* go, my Lords, but to the Foot of the Throne, which 

* they cannot approach, but when the Minifters pleaie to 
' give them Leave ; and then, I am fure it muft be granted, 

* that the Subjeds of this once happy and free Nation, will 
' be reduced to the fame State with the Subjeds of the 

* mod abfolute, the moil ilaviih Monarchy on Earth/ 

To this it was replied as follows, a;i«. 

]^ep]y. * My Lords, by the Motion which the noble Lord was 

* pleafed to mdke to us, J mufl think, that the only Qoefti* 

* on now before us is. Whether the Petitioners have com* 

* plied with the laft Ord^ of this Houfe, or no ? If they 

* have, your Lordlhips mufl difagree to the Refolution pro« 

* pofed ; if they have not, you cannot avoid agreeing to it. 
' This is the only Queilion now in hand, and therefore I 

* mufl think it very irregular, to launch out into other Mat- 

< ters, but flill more irregular, to bring any Arguments 

* which may feem to impeach the Juftice or the Propriety 
' of an Order already ageeed to. Now, my Lords, as to 

* the Queflion. I have read, I have thoroughly confidered, 

* both your Lordfhips Order, and the Anfwcr now before 

* us, and I mufl really be of Opinion, that the Petitioners 

< have not complied with any one Part of your Lordfhips 
' Order: By that Order, they are defu-ed to give us Infbmces 
' of the illegal Pra<^lices complained of ; and in anfwer to 

* this they tell us, that fome were bribed with ready Moneys 
' fome with OiEces. or with Releafes of Debts, due by than 

* to the Crown, and fome with Promifes ; and they feem to 

* infinuate, that others might be terrified, by calling the 

Lift 
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Lift propofed to ^bem, the King's Lift ; or by the Rcgi- Anno?. Ceo. It, 
ment that was drawn op near the Place of £ie&ion : Is X734^^ 
there any Thing, but what every Lord in this Houfe muft 
have known before he Uw this Anfwer ? Surely, if any 
illegal Practices are made ufe of, for influencing any 
Ele^ion, thofe Pradlices muft confift either in bribing or 
threatening the Electors; they can confift in nothing elfe i 
and I muft thihk that your Lordfhips intended, by that 
Order, to be informed of Ibmething more than you knew, 
when that Order was made : You certainly did; and as 
the Petitioners have given you no fiirther Knowledge or 
Information, it cannot furely be faid, that they have com- 
plied with that Part of your Lordftiips Order. 
' It may perhaps be impoflible for the Petitioners to give 
OS any particular Inftances of Bribery, or of Menaces, 
without naming the Perfons who gave, or the Peribns who 
received the Bribes ; without naming the Perfons who 
threatened, or the Perfons who were threatened ; but, my 
Lords, is not this the very Reafon whv you joined the two 
in one Order ? You were fenfible, that particular Inftan- 
ces could not be given, without naming the Perfons ; and 
therefore, that the Petitioners might not miftake your 
Meaning, you ordered them to give you the Perfons 
Names, as well as the Inftances ; and if it be impoffible 
for them to give any Perfon*s Name, it is certainly equally 
impoflible for them to give you any Infbmces either of Bri- 
bery or Threatening; but this being contrary to what 
they have told you in their Petition, I muft therefore con- 
clude, that they know fome of the Perfons Names, but 
refufe to comply with your Lordfhips Order in that Re- 
fped I and indeed, they have taken Care, not to affirm 
pofitively in any Part of the Anfwer, now before us, that 
they do not know any of the Perfons Names ; for when 
they fay, that, were they to a^ both as Accufers and Wit- 
neiTes, it would be impoflible for them to inform vour 
Lordfhips, who were the Perfons, that, in the CouHe of 
this Examination, and from the Teftimony of future Evi- . 
dences, may appear to have been concerned in the above- 
mentioned Pra£Uces ; it cannot be prefumed, that they 
mean to fay more than, that they do not know all the Per- 
fons that, by fuch Examination, may appear to have been 
concerned ; but ftill they may know fome of the Perfons, 
they muft know fome of them« otherwife they could not 
have faid in their Petition, that they were ready to lay In- 
ftances of illegal PraAices before this Houfe ; and there* 
fore it cannot be faid, that they have complied with your 

' Lordr 
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AjinoS.Geo.li.* Lcrdfliips Order, fo far as was poffibk for them to coto- 
'734-2- « ply with the fame. 

' I flinll gr.mt, ray Lords, that it is not legal to leavi 

* sny regular Troops in a Place where an Eleven is to be, 
« or to march any Troops to fach a Place, at the Time of 
' an Elcilion, unlefs there appear fome very good Reaibrt 
< for fo doing : Bnp if Tumults and Riots (hould happen, or 
' if the Magiftrates of the Place .fhould receive certain In- 

* formation, that fome fuch were intended, they might ccr- 

* tainly call in his Majefty's Troops, for the Prefervaiion and 

* Quittof his Majefty's Subjefls ; and if any Enquiry ihould 
' be made into this AiFair, which upon this very Account, 

* I wifli there may, it will be made appear, that there was 

* very good Reafon, for having that Regiment near the 

* Place of EIe£lion, and that whatever they did, was done 

* by a proper and a legal Order : But if it were otherwife, 

* if there was any thing illegal done by the Regiment, the 

* Officer who commanded that Regiment at the Time, is 
' the firft Perfon to§nf\ver fbr it, and muft be prefanoed 

* guilty, till he can clear himfelf, by (hewing that he hsd 

* Orders from a fuperior Officer for whkt he did, and fnch 

* Orders too as he coulH not diftover to be illegal j for if dhe 

* Orders fhould, upon the very Face of them, appear to be 

* contrary to Law, [ do not think fuch Orders would juftify 

* the Officer who obeyed them : The Petitioners therefore, 

* ought certainly to have named the Officer who command- 

* cd that Regiment, as one of the Perfons guilty of the 0- 

* 'legal Praftices they complam of; and that it was in their 
' Power to do this, is, i think, acknowledged of all fides. 

* From all which it is, in my Opinion, evident, that die 

* Petitioners have not in any Refpeft complied wkh yoof 

* Lordihips Order ; and therefore you rauft certainly agree 

* with tile noble Lord, in the Refoiution he has been {rfeafed 

* to propofe. 
• But now, my Lords, as fome things have been thrown 

* out, even in this Debate, againfl the Order agreed to by 

* this Houfe, I hope your Lwdfhips will give me leave to 
' add a few Words in Vindication of your Order. 1 flnJl 
' agree with the noble Lord, that, by our Law, no Man is 
' to be loaded with what is properly called an Accttfation, 

without the Oath of (pme Wicnefs ; but then, before ^at 
' Accufation, which at common Law Is called an Indkl* 
ment, can be drawn up ; before any Witneis can be exa- 
mined, the Perfon's Name, and likewife the particular 
Crime with which he is charged, muft be made known to 
the Court or to fome Perfon belonging to tjie Cowt, and 
intruded by the Court for thatPurpoie ; upon this Infbr- 

^ jnatioPf 
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< mation, the Indiftoent is formed, and the WltnefTes are Anno S.Geo. II. 
' examined before the Grand Jury, io order to their finding i734-5- 

* the Bill : This is the Coarfe at common Law, and this is ' 

* a Method, which ought to be followed in all Courts, and 

* in all Cafes relating to the Punifhment of Crimes. This 
' is the very Method which this Houie now defires to fbllqw ; 

* we only want fuch an Information, as may enable us to 

* form or draw up an Accufation, and then we are to exa- 

* mine Witncfles, to fee if there is any Ground for the Ac- 
' eolation, to fee if there is any Reafbn for proceeding far- 
' ther in the Profecution. 

' With refped to Enquiries into Crimes or Mifdemeanors,. 

* either before this Houie or the other, I do not, my Lords, 

* remember to have heard, th'it there was ever any fuch £n- 

* quiry fet up in either Houfe, unlefs where the Perfons 

* were nailed, and the Pradlices particularly fet forth, by 
' thofe who deiired the Enquiry ; or that both were fo par- 
' ticalarly defcribed, that every Member might eafily and 
' certainly judge, who were the Perfons pointed at, and 

* what were the Crimes they were to be accufcd of : I have 

* often heard it faid that Comparifons go upon all four ; but 

* the Comparifon made between the Enquiry now propofed; 

* and the &iquiry lately made, relating to the Soauh-Sea 

* Company, is a Comparifon, which is fo far from going 

* upon all four, that it has not fo much as one Leg to put 
' to the Grouind. In the S9uih^ea Enquiry, the Difpofal 

* of the Eftates of thofe who were Dire^rs of that Com- 
' pany in the Year 1720, was a Fa6t particularly mention- 
' ed, and the Fad propofed to be enquired into i and as 
' that Money was under the Management, and muft have 
' been difpofed of by thofe who were afterwards Diredors 
' of that Company, if any Frauds had been committed in 
' the Difpofel of that Money, they were the only Perfons 
' that cottld be guilty, the only Perfons that could be pro- 
' fecnted, and their Names were well known ; fo that, in 

* that Cafe, the Names of the Peribns were known, and 

* the particular Inftance, the particular Fad to be enquired 

* into, was mentioned in the vtty Refolution of this Houfe; 

* and in that Cafe it happened, that, after we had given the 

* Somth-Sfm Company a geat deal of Trouble, after we had 

* given feveral private Gentlemen a great deal of Trouble, 

* we at laft fonnd we had proceeded to an Enquiry a little 
' too raflily, andwithont any iblid Grounds; which I am 

* convitoced, would be the Event of the Enquiry now pro- 

* pofed, if we ihould enter upon it without any Farther In-^ 

< fonoation than we have at prefent, 

• With . 
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Anno 8. Geo. II. « With refpeft;* my Lords, to what has been faid about 
»^34''5* < the Duly of a Coroner, I muft be of Opinion, that if 

* Perfons of the beft Chara^r ihould come and inform him, 

* that a Murder had been committed, tlie Body buried, aiui 

* the Murder concealed, and yet fhould refufe to give him 

* the leafl Hint of the Perfons fuppofed to be guilty ; or 

* the leafl Circumflnnce, by which the Coroner could judge 

* of the Grounds of their Sufpicion ; I fay, my Lords, chat 

* if a Coroner fhould, upon fuch a general Information, or* 

* der the Body to be taken up, and give the Relations and 

* Friends of the Deceafed a great deal of Trouble, he would 

* be very much blamed ; and would have great Resfbn to 
' be afhamed of his Weaknefs and Credulity, if at laft it 

* fhould appear, that the Deceafed had died a fair and a 

* natural Death : Nay, even tho* his Informers had told 

* him in general, that they had heard the Deceafed was 

* certainly murdered by Poyfon, without telling him by 
' whom, at what Time, or in what Manner adminillered, 

* fuch a general CircumfUnce would no way excufe the Co- 

* roner's officious Enquiry. 
* If it were pofTible, my Lords, to judge in the prefent 

* Cafe, of the Truth of Fa^, without knowing the Names 

* of the Perfons faid to have been concerned in thofe FaAs ; 
< then the latter part of your Lordfhips Order would have 

* been ufelefs, and confequently would in fo far have been 
' improper ; but in the Cafe before us, without knowing 

* the Perfons Names, faid to have been concerned in the 

* Practices complained of, it is impofllble for us, upon our 
' own Judgment to determine, whether we have any Ground 

* to prefume that thofe Fads were really committed, becaufe 

* it is upon the Characters and Circumllances of the Perfons 

* faid to be concerned, that our Judgment muH in this Cafe 
^ principally depend ; and I am fure, without a flroi^ Pre- 

* fumption of the Truth of the Fads complained of, it 

* would be wrong in us to enter into an Enquiry : This 

* I take to be the true Reafon, why we defired to have the 

* Perfons Names, why we agreed to that Older as it now 

* flands ; and therefore I cannot fee how any Lord who was 

* for that Order, can be for our proceeding to an Enquiiy 

* into this Affair, till the Order be fully complied with. 
' There is no Man, my Lords, can have a greater Re- 

* gard for the noble Lords Petitioners, than 1 have i no 

* Man can have a greater Regard for their Opinion, as to 

* the Veracity or the Probability of what they relate, than 

* I fhall have upon this and every other Occafion i bat I 

* hope they will excufe.me, for not allowing my Qehaviour 
f in thisHoufe to b^ direded by their Opinion : If they have 
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a mind that I {hould be of their Opinion; if they have a Anno 8. Geo.ir. 
mind that I (hould belitve the FaAs they relate, as their 'TH'S* 
Relation does not proceed from their own Knowledge, ' 
they mufl give me the particular Reaibns, they mull give 
me the particular Circumilances, upon which they have 
founded their Opinion, as to the Truth or Probability of 
what they relate ; then, and not till then, I Ihall be able 
to form ^me Opinion oif my own ; and till I can form an 
Opinion of my own, till I can convince myfelf, that 
there is at ieaft a high Probability that fome illegal Prac- 
ifices were made ul'e of at the late EledUon of Peers for 
Sc^land^ I cannot agree to our entering upon an Enquiry 
' into that Afiair. 

' I hope, my Lords, I have as great a Regard for the 
' Honour of this Houfe, as any Lord can have ; bat for 
' this very Reafon, I cannot yet agree to any Enquiry into 
' this Affair : I think it inconfiftent with the Honour and 
> Dignity of this Houfe, to enter ralhly into any Meafure ; 
^ I think it inconiiileDt with that Regard we ought to have 
' for the Eafe and Tranquillity of the Subjed, to enter into 
' a folemn Enquvy into fuppofed Crimes, without very fof * 
' ficient Grounds to fufped, that fome fuch were really 
' committed ; for by all fuch Enq^uiries, fome particular 
' Men mud be pat to great Trouble and Expence ; and by 
^ raifing a general Ferment, the Tranquillity of the whole 
' Nation will be diflurbed. I likewlfe hope, my Lords, I 
' have as great a Veneration for the Independency of Par- 
' liament as any Man ; but ns we ought to^ be independent 
» of the Crown, or the Minillers, fo we ought not to dc- 
' pend upon the Opinion of any Number of Subjedb, nor 
' oaght we to depend upon vulgar Rumours, or general Cia- 

< mours. I do not know, that there is in the prefent Cafe, 
' any general Clamour for an Enquiry, at Ieaft I have never 

* heard of any fuch j but if there were, we are not for that 

* Reafon to proceed to an Enquiry: No, my Lords, we 
' ought coolly to examine the Grounds, the Foundations of 

< that Clamour, and if we find it has been artfully raifed, 
« without any foUd Foundation, we ought to defpiic it ; for 

* if negledcd and contemned, it will fmk, it will evanifli of 

* courfe. I beg pardon, for taking up fo much of your 
' Lordfhip's Time, about what 1 really think is not the 

* Queftion before us at prefeiit ; but I have fo great a Re- 

* gard for the Honour of this Houfe, that I thought my- 

* lelf obliged to fay fomething by way of Reply, in Vindi- 

* cation ot an Ord^r of this Houfe, fo folcmnly agreed to ; 

* and therefore I hope your Lordfhips w:ll excufe me.' 

1734-5. Ddd The 
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n^2.GcQ.U, 

' '' ^— ^' '^^^ Queftion was then put for a Refolution, according 

'""^^ to the Motion above-mentioned, which was agreed to upon 
;. ilicn. a Divifion, by 90 to 47. 

...k':rs. This Motion was made by the Earl of CholmondeUy^ and 

was fupported by the Duke of Ne-wcaJlU and the Lord Her- 

. vey ; and it was oppofed by the Lord Bathurft^ the Earl of 

CbefterJieUj the Lord Gower, the Earl of Jhingdon, zod the 

Eari of Strafford. 

Againft this Refolution, the following Proteft wss entered 
upon the Journals, 'vix. 

Diffentient, 

Somerfetj Tadcajler^ Maynard, 



V rL.ft. !• TJ Ecaufe it was agreed in the. Debate, conformable to 

1^ the Rules of Reafon, that no Impoffibiiity was re- 
quired from the Lords Petitioners ; and tho* we allow that 
they have not literally complied with the Order, yet we think 
the Affertion in their Anfwer, that it is impoffible for them 
to inform the Houfe who are the Perfons, that in the G)arfe 
of the Examination, and from the Teftimony of future E- 
vidences, may appear to have been concerned, was fcfEcicnt 
to fatijfy the Houfe, that they have not wilfully difobeycd 
the Order, 

And from the Nature of Things, we conceive it imprac- 
ticable for the Lords .Petitioners, to name all the Perfons, 
who may be concerned in thofc illegal Proceedings ; for al- 
though the Offers of Places, Pcnfions, and other Gratuities, 
muft be prefumed to come from Perfons in Power, yet 
fuch Offers may rcil'onably be fuppofed, to be conveyed by 
Under-agcnts 5 and we mull alfo obferve, that if thofe Un- 
der-agents fhould be publicly named before Examination, 
they may either be prevailed upon to abfcond, or to take 
the whole upon thcmfelves, to (creen Offenders of higher 
Rank. 

We muft farther declare, it is our Opinion, that fuch cor- 
rupt and dark Dcfigns as are fpecified in the Anfwer, may 
have been carried on with that Secrecy and Dexterity, that 
altho' a moral Certainty may appear; of their having been 
executed, the Perfons concerned in the Execution may never 
he difcovered ; yet this good EfFe6l might have arifen from 
the Enquiry, that the Legiflature would have found means 
. to prevent fuch pernicious Pr'adUces for the future j and 

«vcn 
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^en in that Cafe, the Lords Petitioners, by bringing this Anno s.G 
AHkir before the Hoafe, would have done a real Service to t7^4.c. 
the Peerage of S cot Ian J ^ to this high Court of Judicature, ' 
and to the whole united Kingdom. 

2. Becaiife we can no ways conceive, that the going on 
upon this Examination, without having the Names of the 
Peribns produced, could be attended with any poflibie Injuf- 
ticc tOy or Hardlhjp upon, thofe who mignt afterwards be 
named by the evidence ; on the contrary we are pcrfu.dcd, 
that fuch Perfons would have an Advantage, which could 
not happen in any other Courfe of Proceedin,;^ ; the who!c 
Matter of the Accuiation would lie open to t..cm, the Wit- 
ne({es againfl them would be known, who cou d not after- 
wards be fuffered to vary from their Telli^-nony, and the 
Houfe would in Juftice allow fuch Perfons a fuil Time to 
anfwer the Accufation, and to bring up WitneiTes (if necef- 
fary) to prove their Innocence. Neither is tnis looked up- 
on as an Accuiiition at preient; for (as it wis juftly obferv- 
cd) there are no Accufers, nor Perfons ace ufed ; but we ap- 
prehend it to be the moft proper Subject for a pirliamen- 
tary Enquiry, that can poffibly be brought before this 
Houfe. 

3. However it may be neceffary in the Courfe of other 
Proceedings, whether upon Impeachments or Appeals brought 
before this Houfe, that all the Perfons concerned fhould be 
named, we can by no means think it neceffary upon an En- 
quiry, no final Sentence being then to be given ; and thofa 
Rules which are confiftenc with Jullice in the former Cafes, 
muft, in our Opinion, tend to ooftru^l all Juilice in the lat^ 
tcr. We cannot conceive that an innocent Perfon, who 
fhould happen to be named in the Courfe of fuch "in Exami- 
nation, can pofUbly be deprived of the means of making 
his Innocence appear : But we can well forefee, that guilty 
Peribns (and thofe probably of the higheft Rank) may ei- 
cape by fiich a Method ; which, impoimg an Impoflibdity 
on the Informants, mufi, as we apprehend, tend to defeat 
all parliamentary Enquiries, and therefore could not be, in 
our Opinion, within the Intention of the Ord';r. 

4. Becaufe the Matters fpecilied in the Anfwer are of fuch 
a Nature, as feem only proper to be examined in this Houfe ; 
and bad the Lords Petitioners fought a Remedy any where 
elfe, they might have been jufUy cenfured : We apprehend 
therefore, that the pinning them down to the precipe Words 
pf the Ord^ ma^ be attended with this fatal Confequence, 

1734-5, Ddd2 thai 
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Anno «. Geo II. that all parliamentary Enquiries maybe rendered much more 
»734--5' . difficult hereafter ; which may irobably give fuch Encou- 
ragement to corrupt Minifter^, that they may be prompted 
to make the rood dangerous Attempts upon t^e Coixflituti- 
on, and hope to come off with Impunity : Such Apprehen- 
fions naturally fuggeft the melancholy Reflexions, that our 
Pofterity may fee the Time when fome of thofc Lords» who 
fit upon a more precarious Foot than the reft of the Honfc, 
having, through Motives of Virtue and Honour, oppofed 
the evil Deflgns of ibme future Minifter, for that, and that 
alone, may be excluded at an enfuing £le£tion ; and thoogh 
the whole World may be fenfiblc of the Canfe of their ^- 
clufion, no Remedy may be found, but their Cafe may 
become a Subjed of national Concern, Indignation and Re- 
fentment, 

ScarfiaU^ Bruce, Boltdn, tVarrhgtoity Bedford^ SmfilJt, 
Shaftshury^ Chefterfieldy Cra*ven, Coventry^ FsA;, 
Strafford, Abingdon , Boy ie, Thanet^ Berkjbire, Ayits- 
ford, Go^ver, Huntingdon, Majham, Grabame^ Litch- 
field, Beaufort, Denbigh, Cobham, Bridgnvater, An- 
ghfea, Bathurftf Hanjer/bam^ Northampttny Mac* 
clesfield. 



Motion for dif- 
mi iing the Pe- 
tition. 



Immediately after this Refolution was agreed to, a Motioi 
was made to order, * That the Petition be difmifled.* 

The Argument for the Motion was inSubftance as follows, 



Argument for 
the Motion. 



* My Lords, when the Petition now before us was firil ^tt- 
fented, I was of Opinion, that it was conceived in fuch ge- 
neral and obfcure Terms, as not to deferve, on its own Ac- 
count, the leaft Countenance or Confideration from this 
Houfe ; and I am perfuaded it was not on account of any 
Matter contained in the Petition, that your LordOups did 
not rejed it immediately upon its being prefented. The 
Regard you have been pleafed to (hew to it, was certainly 
on account of the noble Peers who fign it, and in this I 
heartily concurred, becaufe for all of them I have the 
greateft Efteem : For this Reafon your Lordfhips were plea- 
^ to indulge them with an Opportunity to explain them- 
felvesy and to clear npthat Obfcurity in which their Peti- 
tion was involved. This Indulgence they have made uic 
of, and in Obedience to your Lordfliips Order, they have 
endeavoured to explain themfelves \ bat that Explanation 
iS| in my Opinion, as general^ and as obfcqre as the Peti* 

♦ tion* 
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tion which is thereby intended to be explained : Nay. in Aiwo 8. Gco.II. 
my Opinion, the Petition, and the Explanation, or Anfwcr ^734-5; 
to your Lordfliips laft Order, fecm to be a little inconfillent; C^^NrVJ 
for in the Petition they complain of undue Pra^^ices, and 
fay, that they were ready to lay before us Inflances and 
Proofs of thofe undue Pradices ; yet when we defire them 
to give us fome of the Inftances of thofe Pradices, and gave 
them all the Time they could defire for that Parpofe, ihey 
give us no Inilance of any undue or illegal PraAices, they 
give us only fome general Surmifes, and tell us they cannoc 
be more particular without fbting themfelves as Accufers or 
Witnefles ; (6 that their Compiaint is now as obfcure as it 
was at £rft, and there is now lefs Reafon to believe that 
there ever were any fuch Pradices as they complain of. ' 

* NotwithHanding the Obfcurity of the Petition, notwith- 
ftanding the Inability of the Petitibners to give us any In- 
ftanccs of the illegal Pradices they complain of, yet, my 
Lords, the Pradices fb obfcurdy hinted at, feem to me to 
be of fuch a dangercftis Nature, and to aifed the Honour 
of this Houfe in fuch a tender Point, that 1 j(houId readily 
agree to the enquiring into them, if, from the very Nature 
of the Thing, there did not appear to me fufficient Ground 
to believe that no fuch Pradices were ever made ufe of. 
For if it could be prefumed, that any fuch undue Methods 
or illegal Pradices were made ufe of at the laft Eledion, 
that Prefumption muft arife from the Charaders and Qr- 
cmnftances of the Perfons chofen, compared with the Cha- 
raders and Circumftances of the unfuccefsful Candidates : If 
the fixteen noble Lords chofen to reprefent the Peerage of 
Scotland^ or any of them, were Perfons of a bad Charader, 
Perfons of inferior Families or Fortunes, or Perfons of no 
Merit, it might then be fuppofed, that fome undue Methods 
had been msule ufe of, to get fuch Perfons returned as the 
Reprefentatives of the Peerage oi Scotlamd in this Houfe : 
But this is not the Cafe at prefent i the noble Peers who 
were chofen, and who, in confequence of that Choice, have 
now Seats in this Houfe, axe Noblemen of as great Fami- 
lies, and of as large Prc^perties as any in Scotjaud ; and as 
to their perfonal Charaders and Merit, there are none of 
them that have ever been in the leaft fufpeded of any Difa^ 
fedion to his Majefly^s Government or Family, and the 
Qualifications and Merit of every one of them are fo weU 
known, "that it is needlefs for me to enlarge upon them: 
Nay, I will avoid it, becaufe they are preient ; for I very 
well know, that even the moft juH and the moil elegant £n* 
comiums are ofFenfive to the Ban of Perfons of red Merit, 
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Aiinog. Geo. II. * and that, the more Merit they htve» the more ofeifive a3« 
1734-5. < ^ays will that Praife be which is uttered in their Prefence. 

* Thus, my Lords, as no Prefamption of any illegal Prac- 
tices having been committed, can be drawn from the Na- 
ture of the Caie before us, and as the Petitioners, notwith- 
funding the Indulgence granted them, have not been able 
to give us any Infbnce of fuch Pradices, nor even any Sur- 
mifes, but fuch as' are fo general, that they cannot give 
the leafl Foundation for any Accufation, much lefs can they 
give a Foundation for your Lordfhips to bring the Charac- 
ter of any Perfon in queflion : therefore 1 muft conclude 
that no fuch Practices were committed, and the neceflary 
Confequence of this muft be, to difmifs the Petition. 

* But farther, my Lords, the Petitioners do not even fcem 
willing to comply with your Lordfhips Order ; for tho* they 
could not, perhaps, have mentioned all the Perfons, that 
might, from the Examination of WimeiTes, have appeared 
guilty of the Praftices they complain of, yet furcly, if any 
fuch Pra£Uces were made uTe of, fo^e Perfons muh be fuf- 
pe6ted at leaft, to have been guilty of them, and the Peti- 
tioners muft have heard who they were that were fufpeded 
to have been guilty ; the Names of thofe Perfons the Peti- 
tioners might, and certainly would have given us, if they 
had intended to have complied with your Lordfhips Order s 
and their not doing fo, I muft look on as a Contempt of, or 
at leaft, an Unwillingnefs to comply with your Lordlhips 
Order, the natural Confequence of which mufl in all Cafes 
be, to difmifs the Petition of thofe who fhew any fuch 
Contempt or Unwillingnefs. This the Petitioners were 
ienfible of, and therefbre,they, in the Anfwer now before 
us, endeavour to excufe themfelves, by faying, that they 
never intended to f(ate themfelves as Accufers of any Perfon 
whatever : Upon which I muil obferve, that if they do not 
intend to flate themfelves as Accufers, I do not fee how we 

' can fbte ourfelves as Judges ; for we cannot certainly a£k 
' the Part both of Accufers and Judges 1 nor ought we, I 
' think, in any AfBdr, to zdi the Part of Grand Jury 
' and Judge, which would really be the Cafe in the 
' prefent Affiiir, if we fhould firft examine WitnefTcs to- 
^ wards finding out who are the Perfons guilty, and then 
^ fit as Judges to try, and pafs Sentence upon the Per- 
' fons, againft whom any Sufpicion of Guilt fhall, by fucl^ 
^ Enquiry, be made appear. From all which, my Lords, 
^ I muft think, that we neither can nor ought to proceed 
' farther upon the Petition before us ; and unlefs your Lord-: 
ihips have a mind to fubmit to have the Orders of this 
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* Hoafe contemned, or at leaft explained in fuch a Manner Anno 8. Geo. IL 
' as Petitioners ihall think fit, I am fure you ought to dif- i734'5* 

* mifs it i therefore I muft move your Lordftups to order, l^'^^'^l 

* That the Petition be difmilTed.' 

To this it was anfwered in Snbftance as follows^ n/iz, 

• My Lords, againft the Motions formerly made in the Anfwer. 
' Affiir before us, I fpoke with Surprife, but againft that 

* now made, I fpeak with Concern : The prefent Motion 

* does not indeed furprife me, for it is what I expe^ed, and 
' what I eafiiy perceived was intended by the Motions alrea* 
' dy made' ; and as tbey were agreed to by this Houfe, I am 
' now obliged to think they were right : But the Affair in 

* Hand, the Petition now before us, is a Matter of fo great 
' Confequence to the Honour and Dignity of this Houie, to 

* the very Being of our Conftitution, that it ' is with the 

* deepeft Concern, it is with the deepeft Sorrow, I hear 

* a Motion made in this Houfe for difmiffing fuch a 

* Petition ; and that upon no other Foundation, but be- 
' caufe the Petitioners have not complied with an Order 
< of this Houfe in a Particular, in which they have, I think, 

* very evidently fhewn it was impofiible for them to com- 

* ply : And my Sorrow is ftill heightened by what I have 

* ob&rved in the Debate; ; for every Lord who has fpoke 

* npon one Side in this Affair, has made ufe of Argoments 

* to (hew that it is improper or unneceflary, for this Houfe to 
' enter into any Enquiry about the illegal Practices com- 

* plained of ; fo that if the Motion now made be complied 
'* with, it is the laft Time I expefl to hear any more of the 

* Affair now before us in this Houfe ; and therefore I hope 

* your Lordlhips will excufe me, if I repeat and endeavour to 
^ enforce fomeof the Argupaents made ufe of forihewing the 
' Neceffity, as well as Regularity, of making a ftrid £n- 

* quiry into this Affair, and to anfwer fome of the Objec- 
' tions ftarted upon this Occafion. 

* By the Arguments made ufe of upon this Occafion, it 

* really feems to be the Opinion of fome Lords, that this 
' Houfe oaght never to -enquire into any illegal Practices, if 
' by fuch Enquiry an Impeachment, or any other parliamen- 

* tary Proceeding, may become neceflary for the Puni(hment 
' of private Men, becaufe we are not, itisfaid, tofUteour- 

' felvcs both as Accufers and Judges, we are not to ad the 

' Pan both of Grand Jury and Judge : But this Argument, 

^ as it has no Foundation either in Law or the Cuilom of Par- 

* liament, will never. I hope, prevail. It is well known, my 

* Lords, that by an Enquiry, we neither flatc durfelves as ' 

* Accufers, or Judges 5 we neither ad the Part of Grand 
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AnAoS. Geo. II. ' July or Judge ; we a A no Part, but that of the Caardbns 

«734-S- • of the Lives, the Liberties, and the Rights of our Fcllow- 

l^^^NJ « Subjeds ; and this Part I hope this Houfe will never refufe 

* to a6l upon any Occafion. If, upon any fach Enquiry, a 
' Profecution becomes neceilary, the Cuftom has always 
' been for fome Lord to (land up in his Place, and impeach 
' in Form thofe who are fufpefled to be the guilty Criminals, 

* or otherwife we defire a Conference with die other Houfe, 
' and at that Conference we communicate to them what Dif- 

* coveries we have made by our Enquiry ; wherenpon the 

* Other Houfe becomes the Accufcr, they aft the Part of the 

* Grand Jury, and then we afTume the Chancer of Judges. 
' This is the Method of proceeding in Parliament ; and this 
< Method has been fo often pradifed, and is fo well known, 

* that I am furprifed to hear any fuch Argument made ufe of, 
' againft anEnquiry into the illegal Pradices now complainMof. 

' As we may enquire into any fort of illegal PrafHces, 

* without ftating ourfelves as Accufers or Judges, To an En- 
' quiry may, in this Houfe, as well as in the other, proceed 
' n-om, or be founded upon common Fame, upcm the Mo- 
' tion of any Member when fqconded, or upon the Petition 

* of the Sufferer by fuch Pradices, I fhall grant, my Lords^ 

* that we are not to depend on, or to be direded by vulgar 

* Rumours Or general Clamours j becaufe illegal Ptadices arc 

* generally reported and loudly exclaimed aeainft, we are 

* not to conclude that they are certainly true $ but I will fay, 
' my Lords, that a general Clamour is not only a Foundation 
' for an Enquiry, but fuch a Foundation as we are obliged, 
' both in Honour and Duty, to lay hcrfd on ; and in that En- 

* quiry We ought firft to examine flridlly into the Truth of 

* the Pradices complained of, and punifh feverely the Of« 

* fenders, if the general Reporjt be found to be true i but if 

* we find it to be entirely groundlcfs, we ought then to en- 
' quire into the Authors of it, in order to punifh thole who 

* diflurb the Nation by fuch artful and groundlefs Reports. 

* General Clamours ought never to be contemned, the People 
' ought to be fatisfied; it is one of the chief Ends of oar 

* meeting in this Houfe, and in fuch Cafes there is no way of 

* fatisfying the People, but by a ftrift Enquiry, and a feveic 

* Punifhment upon the Guilty j for guilty Perfons there mnft 
V necefiarily be, upon all fuch Occafions, either of one Side 

. * or the other. 

* That Enquiries have been fet up in this Houfe npon a bare 

' Motion, is not to be controverted, becaufe the Enquiry 

' already mentioned, in relation to the South-Sea Company, 

. * had no Foundation but a bare Motion, which was indeed 

' fupported by a general Clamour of unfair P^Qices, but 
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was wiehout any particular Suggeftion of Fraud: And by Anno Geo. S.IL 
chat Enquiry, my Lords, fome very odd Practices did ap; x7H-5* 
pear ; but the £nquiry*s ending as it did, was very far 
fh>xn proceeding from our having gone raftily into it, but 
from our not going fo far as we ought to have gone -, for 
we found the AfTiir we had refolved to enquire into, fb 
blended with the other AfBiirs of that Company, that there 
was no getting to the Bottom of it, without a general Search 
into all the Aifkirs of that Company from the Year 1 720 : 
This general Search, your Lordihips mud remember, was 
propofed, and if it had been agreed to, I am convinced that 
Enquiry would not h .ve ended fo fmoothly as it did. But 
that there was any thing more particular, either with re; 
fped CO the Thing to be enquired into, or the Perfons who 
might fuffer by it in that Enquiry, thas in what is now 
propofed, I am furprifed to hear ; for as to the Thing to 
be enquired into, it is very certain, that there was not one 
Inftanoe of Fraud, or of any thing that was illegal, fo mncH 
as mentioned : The only Thing propofed to be enquired into, 
was the Difpofal of a Sum of Money ; and if the Propo- 
iitioR now made had been only to enquire into the late 
Election of Peers for Scof/anJ, without mentioning any il- 
legal Pradlices, it would have been in this refped no more 
general than that Enquiry ; but as it Hands at prefent, it is 
certainly much more particular. 

* Then as to the Perfons, it is very certain, no Man was 
in that Cafe particularly named or particularly defcribed i 
tliere were many others, who might have been concerned 
in the Fads befide the Diredors ; fome of their Superiors, 
ibmeof thofe who dired the Directors s one of the Diredlors of 
the Nation might perhaps have been found to have been 
ooacemed ; and if any Frauds had been difcovered, it would 
very probably have been found, that fome inferior Perfons^ 
*fi>me of the Servants of that Company, had been likewife 
concerned } for Diredors feldom a6t without Tools ; and it 
would have as probably been found, that fome of the Di- 
redors were entirely innocent, unlefs this Houfe had re» ' 
iblved to make another Precedent of doing Juilice by the 
Lump, which I hope we Ihall never again have any Occa- 
fion for ; fo that there is not the leaft Pretence to fay, that 
tbe Perfons, who might appear to be guilty, were in that 
Cafe any way more particulariy known than they are in the 
]»efent : On the contrary, the Perfons guilty in the prefcnt 
Cafe, if there are any, are much more particularly pointe4 
at : In the prefent Cafe, there could be no inferior Perfons 
concerned, they muft be Perfons of ibme Rank in th^ . 
World ; fame of them mud be Perfons who have a great 
deal xaott of hia Majefty*s Ear than they deferve, and 
1734-5. Eee ! much 
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Anno S.Geo. 11. ' mudi more than this Hoafe ought to permit them to en^ 
1734-5- • joy : It cannot be fuppofed that fuch mean Peribns, or inch 
' • a Number of Perfons were concerned in the illqgal Prac- 

< tices now complained of, as mull have been fuppofed to 
' have been concerned in the Management and Diredion of 

< the Soutb'Sea Company ^^ Af&irs ; and therefore it muft be 

* granted, that the Perfons who may, by an Enquiry, be 

< round to be guilty, are much more particularly point«l to 

< in the prefent Cafe, than they were in the other. 
' That parliamentary Enquiries have been often founded 

< on a Petition from the Perfons injured, will not, I am fure, 
^ be controverted. The Enquiry into the Soutb-Sea Com- 

* pany's Affairs, after the famous Year 1720 ; the late En- 
^ quiries into the Affairs of the Charitable CorfQraiioK, and 

* the Tork-Buildir^s Company, are fo many recent Teftimo- 

* nies of this Cuftom : But, my Lords, was it ever before de- 

* iircd or infilled on, that the Petitioners fhould give parti- 

* calar InHances of the Frauds or illegal Pradices they com- 

* plained of ? Was it ever infilled on, that they fhoold give 
^ the Names of the particular Perfons they fuppofed to be 

* guilty ? No, my Lords, it never was ; and fhali the Peti- 

* tioners in the prefent Cafe, becaufe they are Men of as 

* high Quality, and as much injured as any that ever pre- 

< fented a Petition to Parliament ; becaufe the Injary they 

* complain of, .is of as high and as dangerous a Nature, as 

* any that was ever complained of to Parliament ; and be- 

* caufe the Pradices they complain of, are as generally believ- 
' ed, and as much exclaimed againft as ever any Pradices 

* were in this or any other Nation j (hall they, I fay, for 
^ thefe Reafons be obliged to do more than was ever defired 

* of ^ny Petitioners ? Shall their Petition be rejeded, unlcfi 
« they will fubjedl themfelyes to the Trouble, the Expence 
' and the Danger, of becoming the adual Accufers of thofe 
« they fufpe«fl to be guilty ? 

* WJiat is at prefent meant by our own Judgment, or our 

* own Opinion, I cannot comprehend ; I hope every one of 
• * your Lordfhips will vote in this Affair as you do in every 

* other, according to your own Judgment, and not according 

* to the Judgment or Direflion of any other Perfon, either 

* without poors or within. What fome Lords may fu]q>ofe 
' to be iieceiTary, towards forming a Judgment of their own 
« in the prefent Cafe, I do not know; bqt I am very fore 

* that i|i private Life, if a Gentleman fhould relate a FaA, 
^ and fay he had it from fuch Authority as he could depend 
' on, it would not ^e confident with common Decency to 

* tell him, I can give no Credit to what you relate ; nay, I 
I yi\\\ not fo much as l^ ^K ;he Pajns to ^qoirp into the 
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^ Truth of it, unlefs you give me your Authority.' Confi- AnnoS. Geo.II. 
^ dcr, my Lords, what are the Authorities to be given in the i734-5' 
' preient Cafe, and the only AQthorlties that can be given. 
' The noble Lord*, the Petitioners, have told us, that they 
' have certain Information of undue and illegal Pradlices 
^ made ufe of, towards engaging Peers to vote for a Lift at 
' the lafl Election : The on\y Authority they can give for 
^ this Allegation, is the Perfonswho told themfo. aiKi thofe 
• are the very Perfons they deAre to have examined at your 
' Lordfhsps Bar : Surely your Lordfhips would not have 
' them to give you that Authority at prelent, you would not 
- have them now to give you the Ns^es of their Informers ; 
' that would indeed be a Difcovery of Evidence, the moll 
open that was ever made, and more open than was ever 
defired from any Plaintiff in this World : This therefore is 
not fnrely what the noble Lords would have, towards af- 
fiiling them to form a Judgment of their own in the prefent 
Cafe ; and yet if this be not what they want, I really can* 
not comprehend what they would have. 
• In all Cafes, my Lords, where a parliamentary Enquiry 
has been petitioned for, the Members never had, nor ever 
tiefired any thing towards forming a Judgment, whether • 
the Enquiry was neceifary or no, but only the Charafler and 
Credit of. the Petitioners, and the Nature of the Cafe, as 
it was reprefented in the Petition. In the prefent Cafe, 
the Chara&r and Credit of the Petitioners, are as much to 
be depended on, as the Charadter and Credit of any that 
ever were Petitioners in either Houfe of Parliament ; and 
what they relate is rendered ftill more probable, by the 
very Nature of the Thing, and by the Experience of paft 
Elefbons, ever fince the Union. I have a great Regard 
for the iixteen noble Lords, who now reprefent the Peer- 
age ofScoflamtin this Houie ; I know they are Noblemen of 
great Worth, and of as great Families and Properties as any 
in Scotland: But this is not the Cafe in queftion; and if we 
look back upon all former Elections in Scotland, we mull 
think it very ftrange, that the fixteen Peers chofen, have al- 
ways been of a miniderial Complexion, almoll without Ex- 
ception ; and if the Complexion of any of them altered, 
during the Continuance of the Parliament, we have always 
found them left out at the next £le£lion ; nay, upon all 
Changes of Minifters, we have found the Ele^on of Peers 
in Scotland take a new and a general Turn : This could 
not, in my Opinion, have happened without fomething of 
a very extraordinary minifterial Influence on that Ele£liOn i 
and this extraordinary Influence cannot be obtained, with- 
out fome undue Methods and illegal Pia6ticcs : Nay, it is 
'1734*5. £ec 2 * natural 
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AimoS. Oeo.II. ' natural* to fuppoCe, tbat if he is not a Man of more Viittte 
i7H'<;*. * thnn Miniftefs ofually have, a Minifter will always make 
ufe of ihe Power and the Favours of the Crown, which are 
at his Difpofal, to get fuch a Set of Peers returned from 
Scotland as he fhall approve of ; fo that from the Nature of 
the 'ihiog, as well as from paft £xperience» we have all 
. the Reafon in the World to believe, there have been iome 
illegal Pradices made ufe of at the lafl Eledion ; and, as 
the Honour of thisHoufe, as well as the Prefervadonofthe 
Conilitution, is deeply concerned in preventing fuch Prac- 
' tices, as fuch Pradlices cannot be prevented by oor ordi- 
' nary Courts of Law^w Enquiry into this Affiur is now, 
' I think, become abfinutely neceffary. 

* As I have been furprized at many Things I hnvc heard 
\ in the courfe of our Debates on this Affair, fb my Lords, 
' I am not a little furprized at hearing it ftill infifted oo, 
' th^t the Petitioners have given us no Inftances of any il- 
' legal Pra&ices, nor any Information but what we biew 

* before. Could any of your Lordfhips, ooold any Mao 

* breathing, fuppofe, that Men .would have been lo aoda- 
' clous as to malce ufe of his Majefiy's Name to overawe 

* the Election of the fixteen Peers for Scotland f Or that 
' they would have dated to fay, that hisMajefiy ever in- 

< termeddled in Elections, or approved of one Lift, or of 

* one Candidate more than another ? Is not this an Inflance 
' of the moft dangerous and the moft criminal Nature? 

* Threats of private Malice or Revenge might have ben 
' ufed, and even the making of fuch would have been a 

< high Mifdemeanor; but in Matters of Election, to threaten 

* Royal Refentment, is, in my Opinion, High-Treaibn. 

* Such a Practice I cannot but fpeak of with Awe, becaafe 
' of the great Name that was ufed; but it is a Pradice I 

* will fpeak of with Indignation, becaufe of the |reat 

* Name that was thereby abufed : To makeufe of theKing*s 

* Name, for fupporting or recommending a Lift made up 

* by Miniders, was a moft abominable and a moft ireafon* 
\ able Practice: His Majefty^s Name ought never to be 
^ mentioned in any thing, but what is as pure and as in- 

* corrupted as the Gold on which his Image isfbmpt; aad 
^ to mix any Brafs, or any roiniAerial Metal, with what 

* bears the facred Nameof Majefly, is certainly a mofl 
' heinous Crime ; it is the moil treafonable Sort of ftlfe 
' Coining: The Honour and Dignity of this Houfe call upon 
' us for an Enquiry ; the Prefervation of the Conftitutioo, 
' and the general Voice of the People, call upon us for an 
' Enquiry ; the whole Peerage of SeotUmd^ which has baen 
' fo much injured^ calls upon us for an Enquiry; and this 

< jnilKice 



( 4^1 ) 

Inftance ihews us, that, if we have a due Refpefl for the AnnoS. Geo* 11. 
H«»ioor and Safety of the King, which all your Lord- i734'5* 
fhips ceruinly have, we muH immediately enter upon an ' ' 
£nqniry. 

* If any ondae Influence was made afe of upon an Elec- 
tion, it was very naturai, my Lords, to fuppofe that it 
chiefly confided in Bribery ; but could any Man fuppofe, 
that the Offices and Employments under the Crown, or 
the Munificence of the Crown, which ought only to be 
the Reward of Virtue and public Service, would have 
been made u(e • of to corrupt Voters at an Election for 
Parliament? Or that the Moiiey, the Eftate of the 
Crown, that which ought to be applied only to the Sup- 
port of the Honour and Dignity of the Royal Family, 

* would have been converted to the Deilrudion of the Con - 
ftkution ? This is not only Bribery, but the mofl; treafon- 
ablc, the moft terrible Sort of Bribery. In this refpedl 
then, the Petitioners have told us what we did not know, 

= what none of us could fuppofe $ and of this they have 
' given us Inilances in as particular a Manner aa it was pof- 
' ftble, without a Difcovcry of Evidence, or'ftating thcm- 
' felves as Accufers of particular Perfons, neither of which 
> was ever defired of thofe who petitioiied for a parlia^ 
^ meiitiry Enquiry. 

. * The Grievance now complained of, my Lords, is far 
'. from being new or unexpeAed ; even at the Time of the 
' UmM it was apprehended, that the £le6fcion of the fixteen 
' Peers for Sc$tlan4l^ would always be under the Dire^on 
' of the Minifters for the Time being : What has fince hap- 
' pened has fofliciently ihewn, that thofe Appreheniions 

* were not without Foundation ; and if this Petition fhould 

< be rejefled, it may be expelled, that the EleAicn of the 
' fucteen Peers for Scotlandy will foon come to be like the 
' Eledion of our Bijhtfps ; a C»nge d*EUre will iflue, and 
' will as pundually be complied with, in the <me Cafe as 
' in the other. But the Condition of tlie Peers for BcoUand^ 

* wifl be much worfe than that of the reverend Bench ; for 
' the reverend Lords the Prelates, have their Seats in this 

* Houfe for Life, even the King cannot take that Honour 
' from them ; whereas the Peers for Scotland muft always 

< depend upon the Minifters, for the Continuance of their 

< Seats in this Hoafe, and will be fbript of that Honour as 
' ibon as the Parliament is diflblved, if they ever refufe to 
^ vote according to minifterial Diredion. 

' A parliamentary Enquiry does not ieem to me, my 
^ Lords, to be attended with any fuch grievous Confequences 
« as has bom repitfentfd. It may, 'tis ^ruc, put fome 

* private 
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Anno S. Geo. II- ' private Gentlemen to fome Trouble and Expetice ; bat at 
1734-5* * the Safety of their Country is, in fuch Enquiries . gene^ 
' rally Very much concerned, I am fure it is in this, there- 

* fore, that Trouble and Expence ought not, I am perfoa- 

* ded it will not be regarded : And as to the putting the 

* Nation in a Ferment, I am fure in the prefent Cafe, our 

* going upon an Enquiry will put the Nation into no Per- 

* ment ; but our refufrng to make any Enquiry, will cer- 
' tainly put the whole Nation, and particularly ScotUnd, intq 

* a very great Ferment. We ought to coniider, my Lords, 
' the Danger the whole Nation was expofed to, by a moft 

* unjuft Rebellion raifed in that Country againft his Ute 

* Majefty; but if the Peerage of that Country ihould find 
' themielves oppreiTed by a Minifter, and fhould find diat 
' no Jullice fhould be expeded from thisHouie, it may 
' raife another Rebellion, or rather an Infurredtion, in chat 
' Country ; and as they would then have Truth and Jnfiice 
' of their Side, it would naturally procure them the Hearts 
' of all the People of England, and, I am afeud, moft of 
^ their Hands. 

* U the Petition now before us, my Lords, were a Pe- 
^ tition that regarded only the Rights or Privfleges of the 
' Petitioners, tneir not having complied with your Lord- 
' {hips Order, in the moft fuU and ample Manner, might 
' perJiaps be a Rcafon for your difmiflxng the Petition; 
' but as it regards the Honour and Dignity of this Houle, 
' as much as it does the Rights and Privileges of the Peti- 
tioners, your Lordfhips ought not, you cannot, I think, 
in Honour difmifs the Petition, on account of their not 
having complied fully and exadly with your Order : On 
the contrary, you ought, in my Opinion, to retain it, 
that it may ferve as the Ground-work of an Enquiry ; 
and though you cannot now have from the Petitioners all 
the Information you defire, you ought, in the carrying 
on of that Enquiry, to take all the Infornuition and 
Alliance they can and are willing to give you, with 
refpeA to the WitneiTes it may be proper to examine upon 
that Enquiry. If, by this Method, any illegal Practices 
fhould be diicovered ; if, by their A^iftance, any great 
Criminals fhould be brought to condign Punifhment, and 
thereby the Honour and Dignity of this Houfe vindicated, 
and the Independency of Parliament feciired, they will 
highly deferve, not only your Lordfhips Excufe, for their 
Non-compliance with your laft Order, but your Lordihip» 
Thanks for the Service they have done to their Country ; 
and therefore I hope the noble Lord will wave his Motion^ 
and let us proceed to the appointuig a Day to enquire 

* into 
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* into the illegal Practices complained of, by the whole Anno S. Geo. II. 

• Nation in general^ as well as by the Petitioners in par- '734-S- 
« dcalar. ^"~ 

The Reply was as follows, 'viz. 

* According to the Method we hav4 lately fallen into, I Reply, 
am afraid, my Lords, we (hall never be able to come to 
the End of any Debate. If upon every new Motion in 
any Affair, Lords (hall take the Liberty to enter into for- 
mer Debates, to refume all the Arguments they have, 
upon former Motions, mfide ufe of, and find fault with 
thofc Orders and Refolutions, which have been not only 
agreed to, but agreed to by a great Majority of this 
Houfe, this will naturally provoke other Lords to juflify 
what they had before given their Confent to ; this may 
probably occafion a Reply ; and at this rate, we fhall 
have the whole Bofinefs of the SefTion, perhaps, brought 
in and repeated in every new Debate : I hope every one 
of your Lordftiips will confider, what an cndiefs, intricate 
Labyrinth this may involve us in, and will therefore keep 
a little more clofe to the Queftion in Hand. 

• My Lords, in the prefent Aff<iir your Lordfhips made, 
an Order, that the Petitioners Ihould lay before this 
Houfe^ in Writing, Inftances of thofe undue Methods 
and illegal Practices upon which they intended to proceed, 
and the Names of the Perfons they fufpeded to have been 
guilty of fuch undue Methods and illegal Pradlices ; and 
for this Purpofe your Lordfhips gave them fuch a fuifici- 
ent Time, that even they themfelves have not found 
fault with it : This Order they have not complied with» 
your Lordfhips have already, by a great Majority, refol- 
ved, that they have not complied with it ; and is not 
the difmif^ng of their Petition, a natural Confequence of 
that Difobedience in them, and of this Refolution which 
your Lordfhips have already agreed to ? I ihall not, my 
Lords, enter into a Vindication of that Order, or of that 
Refolution, becaufe I fhould thereby fall into that Error, 
which I find fault with in others : But allow me to fay, 
my Lords, that the Petitioners might have told us who 
it was, or at leail, who they fufpeded it was, that made 
ufe of the King's Name for inducing any Lord in Scotland 
to vote for a Lift; and they might have told us, who it . 
was that promifed or gave Money, or other Reward, for 

♦ voting for a Lift, without telling us the Names o^ the 

* Perfons with whom fuch Arguments were made ufe of; • 
f and thiS| 1 ain p^rfuaded, your Lordfhips were fully con* 

♦ V4n^e4 



( 424 ) 
^nog. Geo. II. * vinccd of, before you agreed to that Refolution you have 
1734-5- * juft now come to. 
V-i ' «'"■" i' • As the difmiffing of the Petition is therefore a natural 

* Confequence of the Refolution your Lordfhips have agreed 

* to, f cannot fee, my Lords, why it fliould give any Lord 

* in this Houfc fo great a Concern j for tho' the Prafiiccs 
' complained of, are fuch as certainly do affcdl the Honour 
' and Dignity of this Houfe, and the Independency of Par- 

* liament, if there are any good Grounds to fufpe^ chat 

* fuch Praftices were actually made ufe of, your Lordfhips 
' may, notwithftanding your difmifling the Petition now hc- 

* fore you, hW upon many Ways of enquuring into thofe 

* Pradliccs : I believe, I could myfelf propofc a very pro- 

* per Method, for your Lordfhips to enter upon fuch an En- 

* quiry, if I thought 'thtre was a Necc^llty for any fuch. 

* The Confequence therefore of the Prafticcs complained of, 

* or the Neceffity that there may be for enquiring into thofe 

* Pradices, can be no Argument againfl our difmifling the 

* Petition now before us j and in order to a€l confiiicntly 

* with the Orders and Rcfolutions we "have already agreed 

* to, we cannot, in my Opinion, avoid difmifling it, for 
' which reafon I fhall agree to the Motion the noble Lord 

* has been pleafed to make.* 

When the Queftion was jufl going to be put, the 
Earl of Strnfftd flood up, and fpoke to this USb^ 

1 f 9frtff- * ^y Lords, the Motion now before us, is fo far from be- 

/or^B^Motjon for* "^g * natural Confequence of the Refolution agreed to, that 

a farther Time. * it is diredly contrary to the ufual Metho^ of proceeding in 

' this Houfc, and in all the Courts of JufHce in the World. 

* La the whole Courfe of this Affair, your Lordfhips have 
' hitherto gone very much into the Methods of Wtfiminjier' 

* Hedli and therefore I hope you will follow them through- 

* out the whde of the Affiiir now before you : In all the Courts 
' below, the iaSi Order they make in any Cafe, is feldom or 

* ever abfolute and peremptory : If their firfl Order is not 
. . ' complied with, they generally make a fecond, fometimes 

* a third, which is called a peremptory Order; but even 
^ with refpcdl to the mofl peremptory Order, if the Parry 
*. who is to comply with it, fhould make fomc fort of Com- 

* pliance, but by Millake fliould not comply with it fo fully 
' as he ought to do, furely the Court would give him an In< 
f dulgence, and would afiign him a new Day for reftifying 
' that Midake, efpecially if he fhould fhew to the Conn a 

' « planfible 
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' plaofible Reafon whyit was not in his POwer td comptyAftnoS. Geo.Ti^ 

* fully wkJi tiicir Order. , '^^?^* . 
* This, my Lords, is the Method of proceeding in all the ^ J '"-! 

* Courts below, and this is the conftant Method of proceed- 
' ing in this Houfe. I remember, when this Af&ir camo 
' firit before us, fome noble Lords were mighty lond of 
' making it a Caafe ; and if we look upon it as a Cauie, 

* the Motion now before us is very far from being a natural 

' Consequence of the Reiblution agreed to : Do not we^ * 
' my Lords, in all Appeals, make an Order for the Re* 

* fpondent to put in his Anfwer againft fuch a Dxy ? But 
< the Order is never abfolute and peremptory i if the Re* 

* fpondent fails to comply with it, your Lordihips never pro* 
' oeed to hear the Caule ex fartg # you always make a new 
' Order, for the Reipocdent to put in his AnTwer againft fuch 

* another Day, which in that Cafe is called a peremptory 
' Day ; therefore, if your Lordihips are not fatisfied with 
' the Anfwer already given in by the Petitionen, I hope the 

* noble Lord wiU wave the Motion he has made, and agree 
' to that I now make you, which is. To adjourn the Con* . 

* fideration of this Petition to this Day feven-night, and 
^ to order that the Petitioners may, againfl that Day, put 
^ in a farther Anfwer to your Lordfhip's laft Order. 

^t the former Motion being infifted on, the QuefUon wa» 
put upon it, which on a Divifion was agreed to» by 99 to 5 2^ 
Proxies included. 

After which the Petition was, by the Forms of proceeding The Petition iM 
in that Houie, of courfe rejedled. je^<l« 

Upon the Motion^s being agreed to, fer difmiffing the Pe- Protcft thucoaii 
txtion, the following Proteft was entered upon the Jouinals of 
cheHoufe^ vi%. 

Somrfit, Taitafiif^ Mapiari^ 

I . T^ Ecanfe, though the Lords Petitioners have not literal* 
Tm ly complied with the Order, according to the Senfe 
of the Houfe,; yet they have kid before ns Fa^» that are 
of fo crimininal a Nature in themfelves, and fo dangerous 
in their Cooicqoence to the Nation in general^ and to thii 
Hottfe in particular, that we think a due Regard to the 
Safety of the one, and the Honour of the otber^ required^ 
the ftriAeft Fn 7rginiiF*atf i? n. 
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Anno 8. Geo. n« 

« '734-S' ^ Scar/dale^ Bruce, Bolton, fFarrington, Bedfiri, S»/- 

5_-n/^ lU yj,/^^ Sbaftejbury, Cheflerfield^ Craven, GveMtry^ 

Foley, Strafford, AldngdoH, Boyle, Tbanei, Berk^ 
Jbire, Aylesford, Gower, Huntingdow, Majham, 
Crahami, Litchfield, Beaufort, Denbigh, Cihiae, 
Brid^ater, Ai^lefey, Baiburft, UuHfofeem, Hortb* 
amptou, Macelesfield^ 

farl of Abing^ The Houfe having been filent for ibme little X^nc ^ 
dcn'a Motion for this Divifion ; at laft the Earl of Mingdon ftood op, azui 
•IS Enquiry. {^^ in Subftance, * Thkt the Affair they had been opon, was 

* a Matter of fuch Confequence, that he thought it ought 

* not to be entirely dropt : That in their former Debate, a 
' noble Lord, who was for difipiffing the Petition, had told 
« them, that tho' the Petition Oiould be difmified, he could 

* put them in a Way of enquiring into the illegal Prafiices 
' complained of; and therefore he hoped that noUe Ix>nl 

* would iland np» and propofe fome Method for their enter- 

* ing upon an Enquiry into that AfEair.* 

Karl ciBoy, Upon this the Earl o{ Ilay ftood up» and^ketotfaa 

* My Lordsi I believe the noble Lord has miTapprehoded 

* what I had faid in the former Debate ; for I did not fay, 

* nor could mean to fay, that I would put your Lordifaips 

* into a Method of enquiring into all the illegal Praflkff 

* complained of, becaufe I never did, nor do ytt bclkve, 

* that there ever were any fuch Pradices made ufc of, «- 

* cept as to the Regiment, which is .laid to have been kcp^ 

* under Arms during the Time of the Eleftion ; that I be- 
« lieve there may be fome Truth in. That, as I have &» 

* before, I wilh your Lordlhips would enquire into* »»" 

* you have a Mind to enter into any fuch Enquiry, I ^^ 
^ I may be able to contrive fome proper Method fcr that 

* Purpofe ; but as I have not yet turned much of «/ 

* Thoughts that Way, I cannot fay that I am juft now prc^ 

* cd to offiar any thing even upon that Head to yoarljw- 

* (hips Confideration, nor do I ihbak ii abiblutely necdtf? 

* to be done tbi3 Night.' 

Barl of ^/^,e ^^ ^f ^V*"^ '^'''^^ flood op again, and jpokc ^ 
^«'sMotioothatSubftance thus, vi«. ^ - . 

^ Pamphlet ' My Lords, fincc the noble Lord who fpokc US, b^,^ 

aaijjit be i«ad, ♦ dined to oiler any Method to your Loidfliips CoBfito»°*J» 
f ^ivc nac lc4vc to offer fomething, which will nattf^ 
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* bring yoa into a Method of making an Enquiry into the Anno 8. Geo. IL 

* Affieur you have had before yon. I have, my I/)rds, in '734-5- 

* my Hand* a printed Paper, a fort of a Pamphlet, at Icaft, ^ * ^ 

* I DOttght it at a Pamphlet:fhop> where it was publicly fold, 
' and it is entitled, The FroteJU of a great Number of noUe 

* Loris^ itttered fy them at the hft EUaion of Peers for Scot- 
' land : Whether or no there were any fuch Protefts, then 
^ entered, is what I cannot pretend to inform yoar Lordfhips 

* of s bat if there were any fuch, it is incumbent upon your 
' Lordihip, to enquire into the Pradices there complained 

* of, and if no fuch Proteils were entered, it is an Indig- 

* nity offered to the Peers of ScotlanJ^ whofo Names are 
' pretended to be put to them ; it is an Indignity ofiered to 

* the fixteen Peers of Scotland now in this Houfe, to publifh 

* any foch Forgery ; therefore the Publifhers ought to be en- 

* quired into, and ought to be brought under the Cenfure 
' of this Houfe $ for which Reafon I defire, my Lords, that 

* this printed Paper, or Pamphlet may be read.* 

The Earl of Scarl&roi^h faid, * He thought it was fome- Earl of Scarho* 

* thing very extraordinary, to defire a Pamphlet to be read '^**' 

* at their Lordihips Table : It was at all Times below the 

* Dignity of that Houfe, to have a Pamphlet read at their 
< Table ; but to defire any fuch thing when it was h late, 

* was ftill more improper, therefore he hoped their Lordfhipt 
' would adjoum/ 

The Earl of Aiif^don flood up again, and fpoke thus : ititUf Abi^gkn^ 

« My Lords, it is fo far from being below the Dignity 
of this Houfe, to have a Pamphlet read at your Table, r 
that it is not only an ufual Pradlice, but it is a Right that 
every Lord has, and may infifl on. It is a common Prac- 
tice, my Lords, when any Lord of this Houfe thinks, that 
his own Honour, the Honour of this Houfe, or the Ho« 
nour of any Peer of Great Britain is reflefled on, by any 
Pamphlet that has been publiihed, to make his Complaint 
to the Houfe, and he has a Right to have what he com- 
plains of, read at your Table. Upon fuch Occafions, I 
know it is ufual, to point out the particular Paragraphs, 
or Sentences, iu the Pamphlet complained of, and to defire 
that they only may be read at the Table ; but in the Pam- 
phlet I now complain of, every Parapaph is worthy of 
your Lordfliips Confideration, and as it is but fhort^ as it 
will take up but a very few Minutes of your Lordfhipt 
Tine, I dd&re the whole may be rpad/ 

The 
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Anno 8. Geo. II. The Earl of AjUsford fpoke next in Favour of the MotioD4 
1734-5* but feveral other Lords (till inMing, that a Pamphlet oi^^ 
^ ^"T^TT^ 3 not to be read at that Table, the Lord Batbmrfi ftood up, 
Earlof4./.£M-and fpoke thus. ^^. 

Lortl BatbttrB^ * ^^ Lords, fince your Lordfhips do not fecm indined 
Motio/that the * '^ ^*^^ * printed Paper read at your Table, I fhall ofier 
, Protefh of the * you one in Writing. I can inform your Lordihips, that 
Sccti Peers « {^xdx Protcfts as are mentioned in that printed Paper o 
might be read. . pamphlet, which has been difrerfed over the whole Kmg- 

* dom, were adually entered upon the 'Journal of the laft 
' Eledion of Peers for Scotiandy and were iigned by a great 

< Number of the Peers of that Kingdom : Of thofe Pro- 

< tefb, I have now in my Hand an authentic Copy, a Copy 

* taken from the Regiiler or Journal of that Eledion, figped 

< by the two principal Clerlu, and witnefled by two Gen- 

* tlemen, who are now attending in the Lobby, and ready 
« to declare upon Oath, at your Lordfhip*s Bar, that they 

* collated it with the Journal, and that it is a true Copy : 

* The reading of this at ypur Lordihip*s Table, I hope, 

< you will not think below t^e Dignity of this Houfe; and 

* as I think it inconfiftent with the Honour of this Hoofe to 
• Near Ten « adjourn, notwithHanding Us being fo late, * without mak- 
fXlock at Night, t ing fome Step towards enquiring into an Afikir, which ib 

* much concerns the Prefervation of our CbnfUtati<»i, and 

* which has made fo much Noife over the whole Kingdom { 
' therefore, I hope you will immediately proceed to take in- 

* to your Confideration what I now offer, or appoint a (hort 

* Day for that purpofe.' 

The (aid ProteHs are as follow. 

The Peers of Scotland being met at the Borattgh-Ream, in 
order to chufc proper Perfons to reprefent them in the caifa- 
ing Parliament, the Right Honourable the Earl of Stair en- 
tered the following Protelt previous to the Eledion, 'uiz. 



9ther Lords, 



The Proteft of Whereas this Forenoon, a Battalion of Foot was drawn up 
the Earl of under Arms, in the Place called the Mbev CJo/e, and there 
ftw ?"rda ^ continues under Arms ; and, whereas by the Law and con- 
ftant Praftice in all Britain^ none of the (landing Forces can 
lawfully continue in any Town, or Place, or in the Neigh- 
bourhood thereof, during the Time of an £ledi{>9^!br Par- 
liament, in that Town, or Place ; and that till now, at eve- 
ry Election of fixteen Peers for Icaitakd, the King*s*Forcc« 
marchM out of the Suburbs, and near Neighbourhood of the 
Town of Edinburgkt and did not return till the iaid Eledicms 
1 . were 
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were over ; therefore I proteft for myfelf and all, who fhall Anno 8. Geo. ir« 
adhere to this my Proteftation, that the drawing up and Con- '734-5* 
tinnance of the faid Battalion under Arms in the Mbey-Gofe, \^^^^ •J 
or any other Place, in the Suburbs, or sear Neighbourhood 
of Etlinburgh^ during this Election of iixteen Peers of Scot' 
land^ to fit and vote in the enfuing Parliament, is illegal, 
and plainly tending to over-awe, difquiet, and forcibly over- 
rule the faid Eledion ; and I» for myfelf, and othen fore- 
£iid, proteft againft all the Confequences, which the faid il- 
legal Fadt hath, or fhall have, and for obtaining Redreis 
thereof in proper Time and Place ; and that this Eledion is 
and ihall be' conlbaed not to be ixt^y but to be over-aw'd 
and over-ruPd illegally. Sign*d Stair, and by i8 

other Peers. 

Protcfts were likewife entered againfl feveral Perfons claim- 
ing & Right to vote at this Eledion ; and two others, by 
the Dukes of Hamiiton and ^ensbury^ to fave their Titles 
as Peers of England, After which the following general 
Proteft was entered by his Grace the Duke of Hamilton^ 

Before giving jny Vote at this Eledion, I think it my Ocnewl ProteH 
indifpenfible Duty'to proteft, that whereas I have ftrong entered by the 
Grounds to believe that the Peers, who are to vote at this ^^« ®^ BamU 
Eledion, have not all of them been left at Liberty to make '''''* 
a free Choice of fuch Peers as they fliall judge moft proper to 
reprefent the Peerage of Scotland i but tlmt a Lift of the 
(ixteen Peers hath been named by the Minifter, and fent 
down by his Agent; and that, what I apprehend to be, un- 
due Influence hath been nfed with many of the Peers of 
Scotland^ to engage them to vote for the faid Lift ; and more 
particularly, that I have Ground to believe the faid Lift 
confifts of the iixteen noble Lords afternamed, for whom I 
have perfonally the greateft Honour and Refped, to wit» 
his Grace the Duke of Jtbol, his Grace the Duke of Buc* 
cltugby the Marquis of Lothian^ the Earls of Crawfird^ Sw 
tJber/and, Morton, Loudon, Finlatir, Selkirk, Belcarras, Dun- 
more, Orkney, Portmore, Hopeton, Ijla, and Lord Cathcart ; 
therefore I do proteft, that in cafe it ftiall appear, in the 
Courfe of this Eledion, that the Lift voted is, and hath 
been, a Lift fo named by the Minifter, and that undue 
Means have been ui'ed to induce the Peers, who are to vote 
at this ^ledion, orany Number of them, to vote for fuch 
Lift, by Promife or Grant of Place, Penfion, or Reward, 
to themfelves or their near Relations, or by Threatenings of 
being remored from Offices^ or of any other Kind whatfo- 

ever; 
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AnnoS. Geo. II. ever ; tkat Aich Eledion (hall be held as tQegal, contnuy to 

'734-5> the Freedom of Eledions, and therefore void. And I do 

'^ ^V"""^ hci-eby proteft, that I fhall be at Liberty ftrther to diflent 

from fach Eledlion, if made, and to renew my Proteft, and 

to ofler my ' Reafons and Objedlions againft the iame, in a 

more particular Manner. 

Sign'd 
Hamilton^ Slueensberry^ Mmtrofe^ S^xhtrgh^ Tvueai- 
Jale^ Rathesy Buchan, Strathmve, Haddingtmiy Kinr 
cardine, Jberdeen^ Dmndonald^ Marcbmtmt^ Suur^ 
Gla/go*w^ Rofeberrie^ Sa/iM, Elpbinfimt, N^fr, 
Blantyri. , 

The Lord Elphififtene not dhly fign'd the foresoing Protcft, 
but corrobprat^ the Motives to it by a particokr l>edarati- 
on, relating to himfelf, in the following Words, was. 

Thr particular I Charles Lord Elfbinftone do hereby adhere to the Proiefl 
Pn^'j) of Lord entered by his Grace the Duke of Hamiiion^ oonoeming oa- 
t,l/binpont. j^g Influence ufed by People in Pow^r, for this ElediQii of 
fixteen Peers to fit and vote in the enfuing Parliament. And 
I do it for this Reafon, that thc^ have« attempted fach on- 
due Influences upon myfelf ; which AttMopCs I withfloody 
' y and rejedcd their Offo^. 

^\ / At Edinburgh^ the 4th Day of Jum^ ■73+» »t tho 

Eledion of the iucteen Peers afozeiaid. 

ELPHINSTOVm* 

The Earl of Rofeherrie adherM to his Grace the Doke of 
Hamilton's Protefl, for the (ame Reaibn, declaring that i( 
was every way his own Cafe. 

Then came on the Eledion, an4 the Lift befoie-mefttioB' 
ed being voted (b a Man, his Grace the Duke <rf .^mai- 

berry entered the following Proteft, viz. 

Prcteft entered I> in ^Y own Name, and in the Name of fach of the 

bv the Duke of Peers of Scotland as fliall adhere to me, do proteft, that the 

^ueauhtrrj. pretended Elcdion of his Grace the Duke of Atbolj his 

Grace the Duke of Buccleugb^ &c. to reprcfent the Peerage 

of Scotland, is void and niul for thefe, among other Rea« 

fons. 

1 . That it appear.^ from the feveral Grcumftances which 
have preceded and attended this Eledion, that this Lift hath 
been named by the Minifter, and fent down by his Agent» 
without Regard to the real Opinion and Sentiments of the 
Peers ; and that feveral of them have been ty'd down either 

li 
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td ^v€ their Votes for tills Lift, or to incur tiie Ol/pleafure Aono S. Geo. II. 
of the Minilter. i734-v 

2. That, for many Months paft, very undue Influence 
hath been ufed (as I have Ground to believe, from what 
hath already paiTed at this Meeting, and I hope in proper 
Time to make farther appear) with many of the Peers of 
S€9t/ami, to engage .or intimidate them to vote for this Lift, 
at kaft ibch IM as (hoald be pot into their Hands, by Pro- 
mife or Grant dF Money, Places,. Penfions, or Preferments, 
civil or military, to themfclves or their near Relations » or 
by Threatenings of removing thcin, or their near Relations, 
from Offices they enjoyed ; or other Promife^, or Threat- 
enings, equally inconfiilent witB the Freedom of Elections. 

3. That I am rather induced to believe that fuch undue 
Influence hath been ufed, becauie of the many notorious In- 
ftances, that have occurr'd of undue Pradices, with reiped 
CO the Ele^oas of the Commoners, by Promife or Grant of 
PlaC6s» civil or military, and Oilers of Grants of great 
Sums of Money, to influence Voten, both in Counties and. 
Burghs, fuch as hath n«t been heard of at any Time before, 
by known Agents of the MinifWr ; and Liberties that have ' 
been taken by Kecumlng Officers, in open Violation of the 
Laws ; the Confequences of which muft be too plain, as 
tending entirely to the Definition of the Freedom of Eiedi* 
ons> the Ruin of our Confiitution, the Zapping the very 
Foundation of Parliaments, and rendering them intirely de« 
pendent, not only upon the Crown, but tvexy aiTuming 
Minifler. 

For theie Reafons I do proteft, that the prefent pretended 
EleQion of the aforefaid hxteen Peers, to wit, his Grace the 
Puke of jhM^ his Grace the Dokc of Buccleugb^ Sec, is 
void I and that the Election of fuch fixteen Peers as have 
the greatefl Number of Votes, fetting a£de the above Lift 
named by the MiniHer; is the only fair and free Eledlion, 
Und they alone are entitled to repreient the Peerage of Scot'- 
Jand m the enfuing Parliament. And I do protefl, for my 
part, that I have given my Vote for the. Lilt, for which I 
have voted, in Comequence of my free Choice, without any 
oiidoe Inilu^ce ufed upon me ; and that I have endeavoured 
to ufe no undue Infiucnce upon any Peer whatfoever to con* 
cur with me in that Choice ; and I require you, Mr. James 
Jufiici and Mr. j9Kn Murraj^, Clerks of Seffion ofEciating at 
the laid Eiedion, to extrad from the Minutes of Election, 
and deliver to sifi 4 Certificate of fuch fixteen Peers as have 

»734-S- Ggg the 
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Anno S.Geo. II. the greateft Number of Votes, fetting afide the above Lift 
}7J^^' ^ named by the Minifter. 
"^'w^ -* SignM ^ueensbirrfy &c. as in the precediog Pro- 

teft. 

When the Earl of Kincardim fignM this Proteft, he le- 
ferv'd to himfelf a Power of making any farther Declarati- 
ons of Matters \yithin his own Knowledge, when called up- 
on by any proper Court, or Authority. 

N. B, The Lift on which the Minority fell was as follows, 
*viz, Dake of Hamilton^ Duke of Montr^fi^ Doke oiF 
Queenfitrry^ Duke of Roxburgh, Marqais of T'weeddak^ 
Earl of Stair, Earl of Marchmont, Earl of Rothes, Eail 
cf Haddington, Earl of Caitbnefs, £§rl of Bucbam, Earl 
of Aberdeen, Ear] <Ji Dundanald, Earl of Strathmore, Earl 
cf GlaJgoWf and Lord Elpbinfione. 

Motion to ad. Upqn the liTue of the Debate, it was moved to adjoarn, 

joum carried, and the Motion being infifted on, the Qa^on was pat, which 
was carried in the Affirmative, by 73 to 39. 

Whereupon the following Proteft was entered opon the 

Journal, «i;i«. 

Dijrentient. 
Proteft thereon, -pj Ecaufe we can by no means think it coniiflient widi the 
Jfj Honour of the Houfe to adjourn, without appointiog 
aDay (as was propofed) to confider of a Matter, allowed u- 
niverfally to be of the higheft Importance : And we have 
Reafon to apprehend, that Pofterity, upon the Peni(al of 
the Journal of this Day, may be induced to think, that this 
Houfe was not inclined to permit the Tranfa£tions of the 
late Eledion in Scotland to be brought under Examination, 
in any Shape whatfoever ; the Method propofed being, as 
we conceive, clear of all the Objedions which were made, 
\cL relation to the Petition. 

Sear/dale, Bruce, Botton, Warringt^ny Bedford, Smfiii, 
Strafford, Abingdon, Boyle, fbanei, Shmftshtny, 
Berk/hire, Aylesford, Gotver, Litchfield, Beatrfein, 
Denbigh, Cobbapi, Bridgivater, AngUfey, Baibwrfi, 
Hamerjham, Cbejlerfield, Huntingdon, Craven, Ma- 

yham, Northampton, Oi^entry, Grabame, Maeclei- 

Jieldy Foley, Maynard, 



On 
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O Anno 8. Ceo. II. 

N Thurfday the 6th of March, a Motion was made in »734-S- 
the Houfeof Lords, * That an humble Addrcfs fhouJd '"-"'V**^ 
' be preientedto his Majefty, that he would be gracioufly Motion for in* 

* pleafed to give Direfbion, that the feveral InftruAions to J^'i^ions to hit 

* Mr. IFvod^ard, his Majefty's Miniiter in Poland, in the J:*^^^'*, ^^- 

* Year 1729^ fhoold be bid before theHoufc' ^^^^roiand. 

The Argament for it was to this Efiedl, wivi, 

• My Lords^ as we are, many us, by our Birth, and all of Debate thereoa* 

* OS, by thofe Honours which our Kings have conferred up- 
' on OS or our Anceftors^ not only entitled^ but obliged to 

* give his Majefty bur befl and moil iincere Advice, in all ar* 

* duous A£^rs % one of the chief Ends of oar meeting in this 

* Hoide, is to confider the State of the Nation, both with 
' TtfycSt to foreign and domeftic Affairs, in order to give our 

* King, upon tvety confiderable Emergency, that Council 

* which we think may tend moft to his Glory and the Inte* 
' rtSi of the Nation ; for which End it is neceflary for u^ to 

* have all thofe Treaties, Negotiations, and other Papers 
' laid before as, which may be neceiTary for our Information- 
< in any Afiair, in which it may be incumbent on us to give 
' oar Advice ; and for this Reafbn, it has^lways been the 
' Coftom and the Right of this Houfe* to call for all fuch 

* Papeny aiid to confider them deliberately, before we ever 
' onatd to give our Advice to the Crown. 

* I believe, my Lords, it will be granted, that» with re- 

^ fped to our Foreign 'Ai&irs, there never was a more criti- 

' cal ConjunAore than the prefent ; there never was a Con- 

' juncture when it was more necefTary for us to confider the 

' State we are in, or more incumbent upon us to offer our 

' befl and oar fincereft Advice to our Sovereign ; nor was 

^ there ever a Conjan^ure, when the King could Hand more 

' in need of hondt and upright Council : The Eyes of all 

EurM are now fixed upon the Behaviour <^ Great Britain ; 

and by our Behaviour in the prefent Conjuncture, both the 

Honoar and Intereft of the Nation, nay even the Liberties 

of Ewrcfe^ may be either facrificed or preferved. In fuch a 

Conjundure, can we perform our Duty^to our Country or 

our King ; can we anfwer one of the chief Ends of our 

meeting in this Honfe ; without examining into the State of 

oar foreign A£urs, and offering our mod deliberate Advice 

tp our Sovereign ? Upon fuch an Occafioo,. we are not to 

wait till his Majefty fhall be prompted, by thofe about him, 

to afk our Advice ; becaufe, if by them he has been mif- 

led in any former Steps, we may depend on it, they will 

^734*S* Cgg ^ * endeavour. 
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AbiioS. Geo. II. * endeavour, as much as they can, to divert his MajeAy fron 
'734-5' < applying to Parliament for Councii, when they arc oettaia 
■ that by fuch an Application their Condu^ would come to be 
' examined into and highly cenfured: No, my Lords, tbis 

* Hoafe is his Mdjefty's higheft and moft natural Council ; 

* we are in Duty bound to give him our Advice upon, every 
' important Emergency; and, upon an Emergency of tocL 
' Importance as the prefent, hb Majeily's having made no 
' Application to this Honfe for Advice, is, with me, aftcoog 

* Argument, that he has been mifled, in fome late Meafhres, 

* by thofe about him $ and that, by them, he is diverted 
^ from applying where he is always ^re to meet with honeft 

* and upright Council ; and therefore I mail think, we hasrc 

* the greater Reai'on to enquiVe into the preient State of oar 

* Afiairs, and ofier that Advice which (hall appear the moft 
*' confonant to our prefent Cucumfbuices. 

' This Confideration, my Lords, makes it the mote neoef- 
' fary for us fpeedily to ofler his Majefty our Advice, upon 
' the prefent Pofiure of Affairs in Earefe ; and, as in this 

* we cannot pretend to give any Advice, without being U&f 

* informed as to the Sources and Cai^es of the prefent War j 
' it is therefore abfolutely neceflary to have laid before ns, 

* all the Papers relating to our late foreign Tranfibdions. 
"^ Among the many foreign Tranfa£^ions we have been lately 

* engaged in, thofe relating to P^tmd are, at prefoot, the 

* moft necefiary for ns to enquire into ; becanfe the late 
' Tranfa^lions in that Kingdom are faid to have been the 

* fole Caufe of the preient War ; therefore it is inofKiliihle 
^ for us to give any Advice, about the pzefeiit Poihire of Af^ 

* fairs in Europe^ without examining whether we liad any, 
*• and what Share in thofe Tranfa^Uons ; and, as in the Year 

* 1729, the late King of Po/nm^ was dancerooily ill of the 
' Diilemper, of which he afterwards died 2 as ewiy one 

* even then judged his Life could not be of any l<»g Ooeti- 

* nuance ; and as every one likewife judged, that his Death 

* might very probacy produce a Comwftion in Sanft ; it 

* is very reafonable to fuppofe, that Meafures for the ^ec- 
« tion of a future King were then begun to be coMSOted : 
' Therefore I think we ought to knw^, whether we had 
' any Share in thi^Te Meafures, before we offer any Advice 
' to his Majefty, upon the prefent Pofture of AJBBurs ; for 

* which Reafon I fhall beg leave to make as roodeft a De- 
^ mand as can well be made in the preient Conjon^bifr, 
< which is. That an humble Addrefs, (St.' (as b^ore^mcn- 
noned.) 

To this St was anfwered in Subftance as fUtows» vm. 

•My 
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•* My Lords, I fliftH agree with the noble Lord, that this Anno 8. Geo. IL 
Hoafe has a Right to call for any Papers that may be ne- i734-5* 
ceflary fer our loformation, with refpcd to any Affair we 
are, or ought, to enquire into; but, to the Honour of 
this Honfe, my Lords, I muft add, that That R^ht has 
been always hitherto uied with great Prudence and Cau- 
tion : We ha?e never yet called for any Papers, by which 
the Secrets of the Gorermnent might be any way divulg- 
ed, or the AlBtirs of the Nation brought into any Diftreis. 
* Upon the prefcnt Occafi<m, my Lords, if his Majefly 
Imd iound it necefiary to aj^Iy to this Houfe for Advice, 
he would certainly have done fo ; and he has too much 
Penetration, to allow himfelf to be diverted by thofe about 
hhn, from doing what may be necefiary qpon any Emer- 
gency, either for his own Glory, or the Jntereft of his 
Pet^le : But from what his Majefty has told us from the 
Throne, we may eafily fee the Reafon why he has not as 
yet made any fuch Application : His Maje% has told us, 
that he was no way engaged in any of thofe Meafures which 
gave eccafion to the prdent War s and confeqoently he can 
have no manner of Concern in it, unlefs fome of the Par'> 
ties eng^eed fhould begin to pufh their Conque^, or their 
Views, rarther than is^oonfiiknt with the Prefervation 
of the Balance of Power in Europe : Whenever this hap- 
pens., it will become necefiary for this Nation to interfere i 
and in any fuch £vent, we need not%oubt but his Majefiy 
wiil take all proper Methods to have the beft Advice ; but 
as any fuch Event mufi necefiarily involve this Nation in 
great Danger and great Expence, therefore his Majefty is 
now purfuing that which will redound moll to his own 
Glory, and to the Safety and Advantage of the Nation t 
he is endeavouring to put an End to the War by a folid 
and lafiii^ Peace : And as he is now a£Ung the Part of 
Mediator, between the two contending Parties i as he haa 
already ofiered to them a Pkn of an Accommoil^tion ; it is 
aeoefiary for him to keep in as good Terms as pofiible with 
all the Parties engi^ed, tiU he ihall fee what may be the 
Event of that l^lan. 

' Though I do not know, ray Lords, nor do believe, that 
suy of the Powers now engaged in War, can have juil Rea« 
iba to be difpl^fed with the Part this Nation aOed, with 
re^xa to the AiGdrs in P^imai in the Year 1729 ; yet if 
afl tiie Inilmflions and Letters fent to our Miniller in Po» 
Ana/ at that time, and all hb Letters from thence, ihould 
be taeuAe public, I do not know but fome one or other of 
the Rywers now engaged in War, may find <£iQlt with fome 
rfthem; wUch moid, of coturiir, very much embarrafs 
2 " ' hil 
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Anno S. Ceo. !I.' his Majefty^s Negotiations for reftoring the Aace of Ek- 
'734- 5- * rope^ and, thereby, preventing this Nation^s being invotvcd 
^ ^ • in a dangerous and cxpenfive War; if not render them al- 

* together inefFedlual. I hope the Inftra6tions and the Letters 

* now moved for, were as wifely drawn up, and as can- 

* tioufly worded, as it was at that Time pofliole ; but it wa5 

* impoflible to forefee all the various Events which have fince 
' happened ; and had thefe Inflrudions been drawn np by the 

* wifcft Minifters that ever were in this Nation, or in any 
' Nation, it is not to be fuppofed, but that there may be 

< fome Expreflions in them, which may difoblige fome of 

* the contending Powers ; or may, at I^, render feme of 
■ them jealous and fufpicions of his Majeily's Impartiality 
« at prcfent ; which, of confeqnence, may rtry probably 

< difappoint thofe Meafures hu Majef^ has now concerted 

< for reftoring the Tranquillity, and preierving the Balance 

* of Power in Europe. 
* With regard, my Lords, to the Traniadions in P^Umd in 

« the Year 1 729^ we moft fuppofe that our Minifter had In- 

* (IruAions to favour the Party for Staniflaus^ or the Party for 

* the then Electoral Prince of SaxetF^j or that his Inftmc- 
' tions were to favour neither of the Parties that then began 

* to appear in Poland \ but to watch the Motions and Jtfea- 

* fures of each of them, without declaring on one Side or 

* the other. If his ^ftruAions were to favour the Party fpr 
« Stofifjlaus, the publifhing of them would then certainly 
' diibblige all thofe who are now engaged to fupport the 

* Eledlion of the prefent Elector of Saxomy ; and if his In* 
' ftrudUons were to favour the then Eledoral Prince, now 

* Eledor of Saxony, the publiihtng of them would, in the 

* prefent Conjnnfbire, as certainly diibblige all tho^, who 

* are now engaged to fupport the Ele^lion of Staniflaus : In 

* either of which Cafes, a Jealoufy would be raifed'againft 

* his Majeily, which would probably diiappoint the Plan 

* lately concerted for an Acconunodati<m. 
' But, my Lords* fuppofe that the InftrudBons given to our 

* Minifler then in Poland, were to ad anexadt neutral Pan ; 

< yet we cannot well fuppofe them fo cautioufly penned, but 

< that one Side or other may take Exceptions to them I which 

* would diminifh in foipe one or other of the Parties now en^ 

< gaged in the War, that Confidence which they at prefent 
' repofe in his Majchy, and which it is necefTary to keep op, 
' in order to render his Majefty's Mediation facceisfal: And 

* if we could fuppofe them fo cautioufly penned, as not t» 
' give the leafl Ofience ; upon fach a Suppofition it mull be 

* granted, that we can exped no Information from them, 

* in relation to the prefent War ; We cvinot firom thence 

«* diibover 
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difcover, what were the Springs and the Caoiesof the War, AnnoS.Geo.lU 
which may be very difierent from thofe pubhcly afTigned ; i734-S- 
and, if the whole Truth were known, I am apt to believe ic * 
would appear, that the late Traniadions in Poland^ were 
none of the Caufes of the prefent War, or, at Icafl, that 
they contributed but a very little towards it, by being a 
fort of Cloak for covering thofe Defigns, which were the 
real Motives of the War. Thus, my Lords, the ntaking 
public thofe Indru^ons and Papers which are now called 
for, muft be of great Prejudice to his Majefty's Affairs, in 
evtiy fuppofable Cafe but one » and in that one Cafe they 
can be of no Service, nor aiibrd any Lights to this Houie, 
with refpefl to what your Lordfhips dehre to be informed 
about : For this Reafon, I thmk it is not only quite unne- 
ceflary, but very improper to prefent to his Majcfty any 
fttch Addrefs as has been propofed ; becaufe, though the 
particular Tranfactions then carried on in Poland^ are now 
at an End, yet the Confequences o' them are fo far from 
being ac an End, that they are now pretended to be the 
Caufe> and the chief Motive for entering into the prefent 
War againft the Emperor i and therefore I (hali be againlt 
calling for, or publilhing any Papers, which may, in the 
leafti relate to thofe TranfafUons and Negotiations now 
upon the Anvil in Europe.^ 

The Reply was to the following Eiiect, *ii%., 

f My Lords, there is no Lord in this Houfe, nor any 

Man in the Kingdom, who has a greater Regard for his 

Majefty, or a better Opinion of his Majdly's Wifdom and 

^ Penetration than I have j but my Duty to his Maefty, as 

a Member of this Houfe, obliges me to ofier my beft and 

mod fmcere Advice in any Affair, which I look upon as 

' an Affair of Importance ; and my Duty to my King, as 

well as my own Honour, forbid me to offsr my Advice in 

any Affair, till I have that Information which I think ne- 

ceffary for that Purpofe. It has been fo often faid in this 

' Hotife, that I am aihamed to repeat it ; but upon this 

' Occafion I muft again take Notice, that Speeches from 

' the Throne are, in this Houfe always confidered as Speeches 

' from the Minifters for the Time being ; and therefore we 

' are never to be confined or reibrained in our Debates, by 

' any thing that has been faid to us from the Throne: 

Whether we have any Concern in the prefent War, or 

= whether we were any Way engaged in thoie Meafures which 

' gave Occafion to the prefent War, is,. for this Reafon, a 

^ Queilioo, that no Lord, as a Member of this Hoofe^ can be 
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aa ytt iatisfied about ; becauie we have as yet made no En- 
quiry into ity nor can make an Enquiry till a great maay 
Papers, particularly thofe now called for, are kid belore 
us. 

' As for the Plan for an Accommodation, which it is faid 
has been offered to the Parties now 'engaged in War, I 
muft declare, my Lords, I know nothing about it ; and 
every one of your Lordlhips, when you fpeak asMemben 
of this Houfe, muft declare the fame, becaufe it has never 
yet been commanicated to the Houfe ; and therefore I can- 
not well fay any thing about it ; nor can I know what 
may be prejudicial or a^dvantageous in it. I do not know, 
my Lords, what fort of Plan it is ; bat if it be fuch a Plan, 
or any thing like the Plan that has been publifliod in the 
Dutch Gazettes, we have no great Reafon for being foarfol 
of doing any thing that may prevent its being effedoai ; 
for I am convinced it will never produce an Accommoda- 
tion, it can never have any EffcGt, unlefs it be to engage 
this Nation in the War, whether it be our Intereft or £- 
dination fo to do or not. 

* It is impoilible, my Lords, that any War can break out 
in Eurofi in which this Nation has no Concern : If we have 
no particular Obligation upon us, if we have no parti- 
cular. Intereil to engage us to take a Share in the 
War, yet we ought to take every fuch Opportunity to 
fetde the Difputes we may have with either of the Panics, 
or to obtain Advantages in our Trade from every one, or 
at. leaft from fome of the Parties engaged in War ; and it 
would be a very high Mifdemeanor in thofe who are, or at 
any fuch Time may be, at the Head of our Affairs, 10 ne^ 
deA or let flip any fuch Opportunity. The^fialance of 
Power, my Lords, is what we ought always to have an 
Eye to, but I cannot think it is at prefent. or is like to be, 
in any great Danger ; and the Advantage of our Situation 
is fuch, that we may always be, and therefore we ought 
always to be, among the laft Princes and States in Banff, 
to give ourfeives much Trouble about it, or^to engage in 
its Prefervation ; for if we do not give ourfeives an none- 
ceflary Trouble about it, the Princes and States upon the 
Continent will take Care of it among themfelva ; and if^ 
in any Cafe of Extremity, we find ourfeives at laft obliged 
to engage, we ought to take that Opportunity to fettle all 
Difpujtes we may have, and to reap all the Advantages in 
Trade we may expect from any of thofe, in &vour of 
whom we engige ; and when by our Means the Balance of 
Power is to be re-efhiblifhed, and Peace to be reftored, we 
have then ipi Opponunity of fettling all fonner Difpotes 

^ with 
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* with the Parties againfl whom we engage, and of obtain- Anno s. Gco.li. 

* ing new Advantages from them. This, my Lords, ought 1734-5. 

to be the fandamental Maxim of all our Negotiations and L^%^'*'VJ 
Engagements ; hut I am afraid we have for fome Years 
had our Heads fo fall of the Balance of Power being in 
Danger, and have been fo ready upon all Occafions to 
friehten ourfclvcs with that Phintom, that we have not 
onfy neglected, but have, upon all Occafions, facriflced the 
particular Interefts of this Country to our imaginary Appre- 
henfions about the general Inttfrcfl of Europe, There was 
never a better Opportunity than the prefent, for fettling all 
^c Difputes this Nation may have with either of the Par- 
ties engaged in War ; there was never a better Opportuni- 
ty, for this Nation's acquiring new Advantages in Trade 
from every one of them ; and I hope it v^ ill not be neg- 
lected ; for I (hall have a poor Opinion of our Negotia- 
tors, if a Peace be rellorcd without obtaining fome confi- 
derable Advantages for this Nation. 
* With regard,' my Lords, to the Inftruflions fent to our 
Minifler in Poland in the Year 1 729, 1 fhall not pretend, fo 
much as to guefs at what they were ; but it was certainly 
the Intereftof this.Nation not to intermeddle, either in fa- 
vour of the Party for StaniJIaus, or in favour of the Party 
for the EleAoral Prince of Saxony : It was our Bufinefs, and 
would have been our Glory, to protect that Republic in 
her Freedom of Choice ; and the proper Inftruflions t6 
be fent to oar Minifler on that Occafion, were only, to 
endeavour to (bund the Views and Inclinations of the lead- 
ing Men of that Nation, in order to take our Meafures ac- 
cordingly, when the Throne fhould become vacant by the 
Death of the then King of Poland ; and that we might in 
time prepare, to make the bell of what was mofl likely to 
be the Confequence of that important Event. If thefc 
were the Inftru6lions fent, no Power in Europe can have any. 
juft Ground to complain of our Conduft ; and if any of 
them (hould make any unjuft and frivolous Complaint?, or 
conceive any groundlefe Sufpicions, they are not to be re- 
garded. But, granting that this is the Cafe ; granting that 
our Condud at that Time was unexceptionable ; is it not 
highly neceifary for us to know this before we offer any 
Advice to his Majefty ? My Lords, it is fo neceffary, that 
without it we cannot offer any fincere Advice j it would 
be diihcmourable, or at lead ralh in us to attempt it; for. 
tho* the Affairs of Poland may not be the chief Caufes of 
the War, yet it is certain, that, with refpedl to /Vtf»f/, 
they are the chief Motives pretended ;' and for the other 
^ Caufes of the War, we muft fearch into other late Tranf- 
ijy^j, Hhh *aftions. 
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AiuioS. Geo. 11/ a^ons, atid have the proper Papers laid beibic us ha that 

i7H-5^ / purpofe. 

' * But, my Lords, if, with rcfpe£l to the A£urs of Pa- 

tandy we favoured either of the now contending Parties, 

it is abfolutely nocefTary for this Houfe to enquire into 

theni» and for that End to have the Papers now moved 

for, laid before us ; fuch an Enquiry will be fo £u- from 

being attended with any mifchievous Confeqaences, that 

the Ncgle£l of it may be of the mod fatal Confequcncey 

both to this Nation, and to the Liberties of Europe; for 

whatever Side we favoured, it cannot be fuppofed that any 

of our Endeavours are now a Secret to thofe of the other 

Side of the Queftion. If we favoured the Deixgn^ of 

thofe who were for (etting Stanijlaus upon the Throne, 

we muil have concerted Meafures with the Leaders of 

' that Party in Poland ; and as fome of thofe who were 

' then among the Leaders of that Party in Poland^ are now 

' in the Intereft of the Eledor of SaxoTty^ can we fappofe 

' that any of our Endeavours in fiivour of Stanijlaus, or 

the Inftru£bions given to our Minifler for that Purpoie, 

' are now a Secret to the Eledlor of Saxon^^ or to anj of 

' the Powers now engaged to fupport his Eledion ? So that 

' whatever our Inflrudions may have been upon that Head, 

' tbey cannot now be a Secret any where but in this Houfe, 

where they ought to be known, and ought to be fbidlj 

' enquired into; for it is impoflible to imagine that the 

' Powefs of Europe, who now fupport the Eledor ofSojemf, 

' will ever put any Confidence in this Nation, or join oor- 

' dially with us in any Meafure, while .thofe Perfons^ who 

' formerly advifcd fuch Meafures, have any Influence in 

' our Councils : Nor can the Nation, with Honour, pio* 

' pofe any Terms of Peace, much lefs engage in a War, 

* for defeating thofe very Meafures which have been con- 
' certed in Conjundlion witl^ us : We cannot at leafl pro- 

* pofe any fuch Ferms of Peace, or engage in the War on 
' fuch a footing till we have made Examples of thofe who 
' engaged us in fuch deib-u£tive Meafures. 

* On the other hand, if we fuppofe that the Inibn^icns 

* ftnt at that Time to our Minifter in Poland, were, to h- 

* vour that Party who were for placing upon their Throne 
' the E'eftoral Prince, now the Eledor of Saxony; thofe 
' Inflruflions muft have been communicated to all the chief 
' Officers of State, particularly to thofe of them who then 
' appeared at the Head of the Saxon Party in Poland; and, 

* as many of them are now in the Intereil of StamiflaMs, 
' can we fuppofe that thofe Inllrudlions are now a Secret 

* to any of thofe Powers, who are now cng-ged to fiipport 

« the 
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* Ac EIe£Uon of that Prince to thcl'hronc of Poland i or Anoo S. Geo. II. 
' that they will look upon this Nation as impartial, or with 1734*'- 

* any Confidence accept of our Mediation, as long as thofe 1^"%^^^ 

* Tcry Perfotts who joined in fuch Meafures againil them, 
' have any Influence in our Coancils ? So that if we have a 
' fincere Inclination, which I think we ought to have, to 
' pvevent thb Nation^s being engaged in the War, we ought 
< to enquire into our Tranra£lions in F0A1W ; and, for that 

* Reafon, ought to have the Papers, called for, laid before 
' us: But, moreover, if it fhould appear, that the Emperor 

* has been attacked for purfuing thofe very Meafurcs he 

* had Kxmcerted with us ; is not this Nation in Honour 
' obliged to defend him againft fuch an Attack ? Or at 

* leaft, we oaght to punifh thofe who engaged the Faith of 

* this Nation, in Meafures, which it was not our Intereii 

* topurfuc. 

* Thus, my Lords, in every fuppofable Cafe, it is the 
^ Duty ^ this Houfe not only to call for thofe Inflrudi- 
' ons» but to examine them ftridly, before we can pretend 

* to give his Majefty any honcil or fincere Advice, in rela* 

* tion to the prefent Pofture of AfBiirs in Europe, If the 

* Ii^rn^ons were right, we ought to know it before we 
' can give our Advice ; and it is impoflible the publiihing 
' of them can produce any bad Efied: If they were 
' otherwiie, they can produce no worfe Effed than they 

* have done already 1 and it is neceilary they fliould be 
« examined into, and the Perfons punifhed who advifed them, 
' befoie we can fuppofe that his MajeHy's Mediation will 

* llave any EfFed towards reftoring the Peace of Europe, 

* or preventing its being neceflary for this Nation to engage 
' in the War.* 

The Qaeftion was then put upon the Motion, which Qs^ftion wrrie^ 
upon , a Diviiion was carried in the Negative, by 7 1 to 29. "* ^* Negative. 

The Motion was made by the Earl of Chefterfieidi andSp^kcri 
the Speakers in Favour of it were, the faid Earl of Cbefter- 
field, the Lord Bathurfi^ the Lord Carteret ^ and the Earl 
of Wtnchelfea : The Speakers againft it were, the Duke of 
NitvcmfiU, the Earl of Ilajf and the Lord Hardwck, 

Immediately after this Divifion the following Motion Motion relating ' 
was made in the Houfe, 'uiz. 'That an humble Ad- to the Treaty #/ 
' drefe flionld be prefented to his Majefty, that he would ^«'''^'' ^ 

* be pleafed to give Diiedion, that the Letters and In* ^ 
« ftru^ons fent to his Majefty's Minifters at the Courts of 

I734^j, Hhha * France /: 
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Anno 8. Cm. II. ' Fraaet and Spam, relating to the Execution of thcTieatr 

^425- • of Sevi//e, fliould be laid before thcHonfc.' 

This Motion likcwife occaiioned fome Debate, in ESoBt 

as follows, viz. 

Argument for it. '^Y IjOrds, DotwitManding the Fate of the fonner Mo- 
' tion I will beg leave to make another, which I liope 
^ wJl have better Succefe ; but before I make the Motioa 

1 intend, I defire his Mfjefty's Speech to both Houies 
^ ot Parliament, at the Opening of the Seffion, in the 

Year 1 730- 1, may be read.* (The iame was t«ad ae> 

. Jiis Majefty informed us, in general, of the Difficulties that 

. T'f C'' '° *"*"'' ^"^ Execution of the Treaty ofStviUt. 

And then fays fie PJan of Operations fir tht'Exectim ^ 

4 f'f'-'^0'»/ Seville ly Force, in Cafe 'weJb^UJ be JrhZ, 

. r *'""^'"JP'y> " ""^ ««"»'«■ ConJuUraHon. Ffom thefe 

^ fixpreffions, and from what fell from a noble Lmd in the 

^ former Debate, who to.d us we were to look for dm 

^ Springs and Caufes of the prefent War fomewhefc-eUe 

tnaninthelnftruaionsgiventoourMinifter inP«/«W. I 

* t/'^kwabfolutely neceflary for us to fee theLetteni vA 

^ inltmaions fent to our Minifters at the Courts of Fremei 

^ Mi Spain, in relation to the Execution of that Treaty ; 

. tor in that Treaty, and in the Negotiations that were <»- 

ned on for the Execution of that Treaty, J am, indeed. 

very much perfuaded, we are to look for fome of th^ 

chief Springs and Caufes of the piefent War ;.at fcafl. I 

am very fure, we cannot pretend to give his Majefty an* 

■ fharrjS n^^'" '\^'^^' ^ar, .withoi^ LI? 

^ that Plan of Operations which was concerted for the Et 

ecution of that Tieatv , and thofe Negotiations that wen 

earned on for concerting that Plan, and for making it 

« effeftual after It was concerted j and therefore my I/wfa. 

Mfhallmove.fe'..' ^as above-mentioned. ) "^^ "'^ 

To this it was anfwercd, in SublUnce, as foUows, «&. 

^*** . l^\ ^^\ ' muft/ay, I am a great deal more fuipri- 

zed at this Motion than I was at the former , for, «die 
Affair of PolanJ is made at leaft the Pretence of the pre- 

. t\l^v- " J^'^'" '"' ''"/P*^"' *« ^ I«« Tranfiid&n. 
m that Kmgdoni «cre the chief Caufes of thoWari bw 
I am fure it is in^poffible to imagine that any of the 

. ircaty of 5«.,//^, can have any Concern with the Mo- 
. ' tiv« 
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' tives of the preientWars becaufet whatever Meafiua Anno t. Gee. I|. 
^ were concerted for the Execation of that Trei^ty by Force, ^ i734^ ' 

< it 19 certain, that no fach Meafoies ever took EEtcA: ' 
« We all know, that the Treaty of S^viUi was fooa after 
« fuUy executed in an amicable and friendly Manner, by 

* the Condufion of the Treaty of Ftemta i therefore the 

* Treaty of Ftenna is the only Paper that can prqperiy 
« have any Relation to the Execution of the Treaty c£ 
« SeanHf, and the only Paper from which we can have 
5 any Information in reUtion to the Exeoaiioa of that 
« Treaty. 

' Therefore, my Lords, as there can be no Relation be- 

* tween the Papen now called for and the Caufes of the 
' preient War, there can be no Reafon for our defirii^ 
' them to be laid before us on the prefent Occafron : fiuc 

* farther, my Lords, i$ would be very improper, and cer- 

* tainly vtry dangerous, to make thofe Papers public at 

* fach a ConjunQure as the prefent ,* becaafe there may be 

< feveral Things in them, that might break off that good 
' COrrefpondence, which now fubii^ between his MajeHv • 

< and all the Pewen engaged in the prefent War; and, 

* which is certainly necefl^ to keep up, till the Plan of- 
^ Peace, concerted by his Majefty and his Allien, fhall be 
« either accepted or rt\e€ted : For if it be accepted, and 
f Peace reflored upon iafe and honourable Terms, this Na* 
^ tion will be freed from the Danger of being involved 

< in a heavy aud expeniive War ; a Danger which we caa« 

< not avoid, if the Plan be rejedted, and the War long 
' continued; therefore I hope this Houfe will never, ag^e 
' to do any thing that may give the leaft Occafion or Pre- 
' tence for rejeding <^ that Plan : And whatever fame 
' Lords may be pleafed to fay of that Flan, I doubt not 
' but it will appear to be a reafonable 9nd a good Plan ; 
f becanfe in the forming of it the Dtitch Minifters concur- 
« red with ours; nay, I believe, were the firft amd the 
' principal Perfons concerned in the drawing it np : I be« 

* Heve it was originally formed by as wife and as honeft 
' a Mimfter, as ever had the Diredion of the Affairs of the 
' States Genecal ; and his Draught was approved of by 
' all thofe, who have any Share in the Adminiftration of 
' their A&irs: So that wlutever may he (aid or thoi^fat of 
' our own Miniflers, I hope every Lord in this Hoiife will 
' do the Dutch Mintfters, efpecially that great Man, who 
' has now the chief Diredion of theur ASurs, the Juftioe 
^ to think,, that they would neither have drawn up nor 

* approved a ridiculous Plan, or a Phm which they thought 
f would not be eSbaual ; and I believe I may lay, that if 
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AiisftS.Gco.II/ that Plan, or fomething very like it, be not eftedoal. It 
> 734-5- ' will from thence appear, that fome of the Parties now 
%^ ""V"^' "^ ■ engaged in War, lave Views which they have not yet 

< thought fit to own, and that both the Dutch and we will 

* think it neceflary to jom in the War, in order to pre- 
^ vent the Accomplifhrnent of fuch dangerous Defigns. The 

* difcovering of thofe Views, if there be any fuch, is ccr- 
' tainly one of the chief things intended by that Plan ; the 

* fooner they are difcovered, the more eafy it will be to 
' defeat them ; and I hope your Lordfhip will do nothii^ 
' that may defeat the Defign of the Plan, which your agree- 

* ing to the prefent Motion would very probably do; be- 
' caufe it might fumifh a Pretence to fome of the Parties 

* * engaged in War, to reje£b the Plan, without being obliged 

* todifcover their real Defigns. 

'But in (hort, my Lords, every Argument that was 

< ofiered againft the former Motion, is certainly equally 

* ibong againft this ; and as your Lordihips have thought 

* fit to di^gree with the former Motion, I make no doubt 

* of your diiagreeing likewife with this/ 

The Reply wis to the following Efied, vis^ 

j^ jy • My Lords, whatever may be my own private Opinion* 

^* * I have fo great a Deference for the Opinion of this Hoole, 

' that if there were no Difference between this and the 
' former Motion, I fhould not have dood up to have (aid 
' any thing in its Favour ; but I hope when your Lordihips 
' confider it, you will fee that there is a very mat DiSs- 

* rence, between the Papers now called for, and the Papen 

* called for by the former Motion; for tho* the Tianf- 
' adions to which the former Motion related, happened 

* feveral Years ago, yet it cannot be (aid, that the Afiair 
' is quite at an End, becaufe the Difpute about the Eledkm 
' of a King of Poland is ftill fubfiftmg ; and for that Rea- 
' fon many of your Lordihips might think it improper to 

* have any Papers publifhed, which any way related to 
' that Difpute : But in the Cafe now before us, there is no 

* Foundation for fuch an Argument ; the Affair relating to 

* the Execution of the Treaty of Seville is now quite at an 
^ End, the Treaty has been fully executed in all its Parts, 

* except fo far as relates particularly to this Nation, I 

* mean, my Lords, with refpedt to the Depredations com- 

* mitted upon our Merchants by the Spaniards i and, as Sa- 

* tisfa6Uon was due to us by the Law of Nations, I hope 
' we have made no Promifes, nor ufed any Argumenti 

. * tha( can pp^ibly difoblige any Power in Surofe, not par- 

* ticuW' 
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ticalarly concerned in that Afikir : Indeed, if the DoRrine Anno 8. Qw. n* 
of Confeqaences takes place, if we muft never call for '7 34- 5* 
Paper* relating to any Tranfa&ion, as long as its Con- ^^^f^i 
fequences are upon the Anvil, I doubt much if this Houfe 
can ever call for Papers relating to any Tranfadkion, that 
has happened for at leaft a Century paft ; for every Tranf- ^ 

adiion muft be the Confequence of fome former, perhaps 
a great many former Tranfaflions, fo that we would ne- 
ver call for the Papers relating to any Tranfa£tion, as 
long as the Perfons concerned in it were alive, which 
would indeed be an excellent and a iafe DoArine for Mi- 
nifters ; but for that very Reafon, I hope it will never 
be received within thefe Walls. 

* I fhall readily admit, my Lords, that the Confequences 
of the Treaty of SevilJe are now upon the Anvil : I fliall 
readily admit that the prefent War is a moft natural Con- 
fequence of the Treaty of St<vUle^ and of the Negotia- 
tions that were afterwards entered into, for executing that 
Treaty by Force : And I am fe far from thinking tliat 
thofe Negotiations, or the Papers relating to them, can 
have no Relation to the Caufes or Motives of the prefent 
War, that I am convinced the War is chiefly owing to 
that Treaty, and the Meafures that were concerted for its 
Execution. By that Treaty, the ancient Union and in^* 
timate Correfpondence between France and Spain were re^ 
ftored; and by the Introdufiion of Spant/b Troops into 
Itahfy we not only opened a Way for the Spaniards^ but 
by that very Step, we loft the King of Sardinia^ by 
which we opened a Way likewife for die French into the 
fame Country, and thereby united thofe three Powers in 
that clofe Confederacy, which occafions the prefent Dif- 
turbaace in Eurote. 

* But, my Loras, though the prefent War be a moft na- 
tural Confequence of the Treaty of Se^iUe, and the future 
Negotiations for the Execution of that Treaty, I am fb 
far horn thinking this a good Reafon for our not calling 
for any Papers relating to the Execution of that Treaty, 
that I think it is a moft convincing Argument, for our en- 
quiring flridly into all thofe Tranfadions ; and there is no 
Danger to be apprehended from publifhing any Paper re- 
lating to them : There can be nothing in any of thofe Pa- 
pers that can poffibly difoblige either of the three Powers 
now united againft the Emperor, more than we have al- 
ready done by the Treaty of Fienna ; and if there be 
any thing in either of thofe Papers, which might at that 
Time have been difobliging to the Emperor, we have 

* iinc« fttfficicntly atoned for it, by the unlimited Guaranty 
^ * of 
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^4jiaoj.Gto.n.* of the AagMAtic Sanson, whlcH the Honour of tliis 
«734*5- * Nation now ftands charged with by the Treaty of Fiat* 
na; {o that it is Hot pOflible to conceive, how there can 
be any thing in the Papers now called fbr» that may tend 
towards dettating the Plan which has been concerted for 
reftoring the Peace of Europe, and which the nobie Dake 
£iysy will appear to be a wife and a good Plan. 
* As I know nothing, my Lorc^s, about this Flan, I 
(hall not pretend to fay, what it wiU appear to be ; but 
if it fhottld appeal- to be a wife and a good Plan, I am fony 
to find, that the Dutch only are to have the Honour of it ; 
for as we hare been at all the Expence both in concerting 
it, and in endeavouring by our Preparations, to make it 
efie^ual, it was, I thmk, but reafonable, that we fhoold 
have had a Share of the Honour. However, let the Plan 
be what it will, it can receive no Prejudice from any of 
the Papers now moved for : It is impoflible that either of 
the Parties engaged in -War can from thence find any G>- 
lour of Reafon fbr rejefHng the Plan ; and if, from frivo- 
lous Pretences, they reject it, their real Defigns wiJ7 appear 
as evident, as if they had rejefied it without giving any 
fuch Reafon. But, my Lonis, whatever may oecome oif 
the Plan, the prefent Pofture of Affairs is of fo great Im- 
portance, that we cannot, in Honour, negledl giving his 
Majefiy our Advice ; and it is impoflible for this Hoiue toi 
give him any Advice, without feeing the Papers and In* 
Aru£kioni now moved for. Indeed, if the Plan ihoold be 
wjeded, we mull then fee a great many otfier Papers, be- 
fore we can pretend to be fo thoroughly acquainted with 
the CircumftanCes of Affairs, as to be able to give any 
reaibnable Advice, with refpeA to thofe Meafures, which 
his Majefly ought in that Cafe to purfue.' 

tjocfticn carried ' The Queftion being then put, it was upon a BivifioOt 
in'ihc Negative, carried in the Negative, by 72 to 29. 

Speakers. This Motion was made by the Lord ffatlurfi, and fop- 

ported by the Earl ofChe/er/e/J and the Lord Carttnt. The 
Speakers againft it Were the Lord Hervey and the Duke of 

Ne«u:cajlle^ 

lord Carterers As foon as this Diviiion was over, the Lord CarUret Hood 
Motiort for AN up and made the following Motion, i.ijg. < That an humble 
l^ir"" ^^^^^^^ ^ pi^fented to his Majefly. that he would be 

* pleafed to give Dire£Hons to the proper Officer or Officers, 

* to lay before this Houfc, the feveral Allotments of Qpar- 

* ters which had been made for his Majefl)''s Land Forces 
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^ ik Ghat Britain, fince the 2i;th Day of March laft.'AMo8.G'eo.lV. 
Which Motion was agreed to without any Debate or Di- i754'5' 
^iiion. C— -"Y— *>iJ 

ON Thttr/day the 13th of March the Mutiny Bill was, ac- Motion againft 
cording to Order, read a fecond time in the Houfe augmenting tfaa 
of Lords, and ordered to be committed : But as foon as^^JJ^ T^Vf* 
lihc Motion for committing was agreed to, a Motion was **^" *** 

aiade, < That an Inftrudion fhodd be given to the Com- 
' mittee on that Bill, to receive a Claufe for providing, 

• That the Number of Land Forces to be mentioned in the 

• Preamble, and fubjcdted to th6 Penalties of that Bill; 

• ihoald not exceed 1 7,704.* 

Upon this Motion there was a long Debate, in which the 
Arguments niade ufe of for the Motion were to this EfFe^, 



^ • My Lord^, altho' I have agreed to the committing of Argument for ilrf 

* this Bill without any Objcdlion, yet I cannot but take No- 

* ticc of the Number of Forces mentioned in the Preamble. 

* The Number of Forces kept up laft Year, was much 

* g^rcater than I thought neceffary for the Defence of our Coun- 
' try, and much greater than 1 thought coniiilent with the 

* Safety of our Conftitutibn 5 but by the Bill now before us, 
' I find, even that Number is now to b<s greatly increafed ; 

* and why a ^eater Number is noW neceffiry or fafe, I 

* cannot comprehend. I have always thought myfelf ob- 

* Hged, as a Member of this Houfe,' to take notice of every , 
' thing that might occafion any additional BUrden to be 

* laid upon the Subjedt,* or that might, in my Opinion,' be' 

* of dangerous Coniequence to the happy Coaftitution of 

* this Kingdom ; and I have always thought it my Duty, 
*' not to givfe my Confent to' either, till I heard fome very 

* foficient R«afons for convincing me that it was neceffary. 
^ This, my Lbrds, is what makes the now ftand up ; for S 
' have always been of Opinion, and I think it has general- 

* ly been admitted, that the keeping up of a great Num- 

* bcr of regular Troops within this Ifland, in time of Peace,- 

* is of the moil dangerous Confequence to our Liberties 5 and' 

* the encreaiing that Number upon any Occafion, muft ob- 

* lige us to lay rfew Burdens upon the People. 

• As the Circumftances of Europe are now much the 

* fame Aey were laft Year, if no greater Number had been' 

* propofed for the enfuing Year, 1 have fo great a Rt^fpedl \ . 
*[ for the Opinion this Houfe was of the laft Scflion of Par-. 

^ Jiament, that, though I am ftill of a different Opinion, F 
i*734-y.' I i'i ihoult(f 
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Annog. Geo.Il/ fiiould not havc given your Lord(hips any Troubk i^if 
17^4-5. < the prefent Occafion; biK fince a great AdditioD is noW 
'V* * -^ * to be made, to that which laft Year I thought too gieat 
^ a Nun'.ber, I expeded that fome of the noble Lords, who 
' are in the Secret of our Af^irs, would have ftood ap and 
' fhewn us the Neceflity for this Augmentation : This I not 
' only had Reafon to exped, but I am, in Honour, obliged 

* to infifl upon it, before I give my Confent for keeping ap 

* the Number now propofed ; and every Lord of this Houfe, 

* who is in the fame Circumltances with me, has Reaibn to 
' expedt the fame, and lies under the fame Obligation to in- 
^ iiii upon it. There may be, for what I know, a very ur- 
' gent Neceflity for this Augmentation, but I defire to have 

* that Neceflity explained to us ; for if this Houfe ihoold 

* ever come into the Method of encreafing our Fleets and 

* our Armies, and loading our People with Debts and Tax- 
' es, for no other Reafon, but becaufe the Minifben tell n 

* it is neceiTary, the Parliament of Great Britain will ^oatk 

* come to be of the fame Nature with the Parliament or 
« States of the Province of Brittawy, or of any of the otlicr 

* Provinces of France ; we may perhaps continue to meet in 

* this Houfe, but we (hall meet here for no other £nd Intt to 

* approve of what our MiniHers may be pleaied to inform 

* us of, and to give a parliamentary Sandion to whatever 

* they may be pleafed to propofe. 
* The chief Reafon, therefore, my Lords, for my fland- 

* ing up, is to dtmand, that fome noble Lord, who is bet- 

* ter acquainted than I am with the prefent Circiunlbuiccs 
' of the Nation, efpecially with refped to our foreign Af- 
' fairs, would Hand up in his Place, and explain to us the 

* NecefTity for our making the Augmentation propofed ; for, 

* unlefs that NecefTity be fully explained to us, I hope your 
' Lordfhips will agree to the Motion I now make, which is, 

* That there may be an InHrudion to the Committee upon 
■ this Bill, to receive a Claufe, £^c.* (as above-mentioned.) 

The Anfwer to this was in Subftance as follows, ws^ 

An:\M:v. < I fhall readily admit, my Lords, that the keeping cp 

* of a numerous flanding Army within this Ifland, in 1 une 

* cf I'c ice, is of the moft dangerous Confequence, and ab- 
< foluLcly inconfiflent with our Conilitution ; I (hall likewife 
' aclir.ir. that no Augmentation can be made to our Army, 
' wirhuut laving fome additional Burden upon the People ; 

* and tiiLicfore 1 muft admit, that we ought never to agree 

* to either, without fome very apparent Neceflity lor Co do- 

* in<^ i but the A&irs of Euroff ^re, at prefent, in (uch a 

f dangnoui 
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dangerous State, and that State is fb well and fo publicly Anno Geo. S.ll, 
known, that the Neceffity for oar making an Augmenta- 17H' 
tioQ of oar Army, is, in my Opinion, of itfclf apparent, ^ 
and therefore I thought it was quite unneceiTary for any 
Lord in this Houfe to explain that Neceffity. The prefent 
cannot be properly faid to be a Time of Peace : We arc, 
at prefent, in a State of Doubt and Sufpenfe, which can 
neither be called a State of Peace or of War ; for though 
we are not a^ually engaged in the War now carrying on 
in Enrope^ no Man can forefee how foon we may be ob- 
liged to engage; and therefore it is highly neceflary for us 
to begm early to provide for the worft, in order that we 
may be able to engage with fuch Vigour, as may contri^ 
bate both to the Safety and the Honour 6f the Nation, in 
cafe any future Event (hould render it abfolutely necei&ry 
foras to take a Share in the War. 
* The Number of Troops mentioned in the Preamble of 
this Bill, is, *tis true, greater than that which was men- 
tioned in the iame Bill laft Seffion of Parliament ; yet, my 
Lords, the Augmentation is not fo great as it may at firft 
appear to be : The Number of Troops propofed for thia 
enfaing Year, does not very much exceed that Number 
which was thought neceiTary lafl Year ; for your Lordfhips 
muft remember, that, towards the Clofe of lafl SeiTion,' there 
' was a Power granted to his Majefly to augment his Forces 
both by Sea and Land, if the Exigency of Af&irs ihouidfo 
^ require } and, in Purfuance of this Power, there was lall 
' Year an Aogmentation made to our Land Forces, which 
^ Augmentation hb Majefty thought abfolutely neceirar)% 
' for enforcing thoie Meafures he was then taking* in Con* 
^ cert with his Allies, toreftore the Tranquillity of Europe, 
' His Majcfty*s Mediation, in Conjunflion with his Ailic?, 
^ the Dutchy had been accepted by all the Partie etirj' r^:d 
' in War; and in fuch Circumftances it was certniiii;. very 
' necefiary for his Majefty to put himfelf into fuch a Condi- 
^ tion, as might add Weight to what he was to propo'.c, ni 
' Mediator of the Differences fubfifting in Rut op.:. A \Ka\\ 

* of Peace has accordingly been offered, to tlic I'u ties en - 
' gaged in War; if the Terms of that Plan be acrerrtc^, 

* Peace will be reftored to Europe^ the Balance of l*.)wcr pi e- 

* ierved, and this Nation freed from the Danger it is at 

* prefent expofed to, of being obliged to engage in n bloody 

* and expenfivc War: It is therefore very much the Inteif f 
^ of this Nation in particular, as well as of Europe in jh^- 
^ neral, to have that Plan made effedual; and it mutl tc 
f granted* that the moft certain Method for miking it et- 
f fe&ual, is for his Majefty to (hew to all the Parties c(.n- 

1734-J. lii« ^cerncdj 
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|LiinoS43eo.IL < cemed, that he is preparing to J6iii againU diofe, mhQ 
'ZJ^ll' . ' ^^^^ refufc to accept of thoic reaibnable Terms of Peace, 

* which he has been pleafed to propofe. This was the Rea- 

* fon for making an Augmentation laft Year ; this ii tbe 

* Reaibn for making fliH a ^rther Aagmencation for the 
' Year to come ; and this, my Lords, is fo apparent that 

* I did not exped it would have wanted any Explaiuitioii. 
* But, my Lords, if his Majeily*s Endeavours ihoald 

' fail of the deiired Succefs, the Augmoitatioii we Jiave 

' made will then be of great Ufe ; for |f that reafonable 

^ Plan his Majefty has offisiwd, ihoudd be rcjeded, it will be 

* a Proof, that feme of the Parties engaged in War have 

< Defigns, which are inconfiflent with the Liberties of Em" 

* rope ; this muft, of coiirfe, necefifurily oblige us to join 
' the other Side i and by the Preparations we have made, 

* we fhall be able to put a Stop to the Defigns of the Am* 
' bitious, before they haye had an Opportunity to poih cbem 

* too f2ix ; in which we jhali certainly haye the AffiibUQoe 

* cf our Friends the Putcb^ who, as they are joined with hh 

< Majefty in the Mediation, will, without doubt, join witl^ 

* him in fuch other Meafures as may be neceilary for pre- 
* ' ferving the Balance of Power ; and this they will do the 

' more cordially and the more freely, when they fee that hh 
f Majefty is prepared, for the immediate Execution of any 

* Meafure that may be p ropofed. In this refped, th^ were 

< in a Situation very different from that in whkh we were 
' at the beginning of the War, becanfe they bad made no 

* RedudUoB of their Land Forces ever ^ce the Tieaty of 

* Vienna, bet\veen the Emperor and Sfmt and therefore it 

* was^ot neceflary for them to make any Angmentackm ; 

* all they had to do, was, to delay making that RedoQion 

* which they had adualiy reiblved on, bdfbre the prefcnt 
' War broke out ; whereas we had long before reduced the 
f Augmentation we made of our Land Forces, on Occafion 
f of that Treaty ; and ivere, for that Reafon, obliged to 
' encreafe them laft Year, in order to put ouriHves upon an 
^ equal Footing with the.Z)«/ri), and to convince them, that 

* we were refolved to be ready to join with them in any 

* Meafure that ihould appear neceflary, for prevcndng the 
f ambitious Views of either of thp Parties now ^gaj^ in 

* War. 
' Upon this Occafion, my Lords, we ought to confider, 

* that, immediately alter the Trtaty of Utrecbty the Dtiich 

* reduced their Land Army to 3 2,000 Men, which they 
« fuppofed CO be a Number fuflkient for the Deftnce of 
f their Country in Time of Peace, and accordin^y it appear- 
' cd to be fo j for they never made any Addition, till chcy 

f heard 
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/ icard of the Treaty concluded between the Emperor and Anno S. Ge^u, 

* Spain at Vienna^ and the Coanter- Alliance concluded be- 1734* 5* 

* tween England and France at Hanover ; upon which Occa- ' 

* fion, as the Affairs of Eurepe feemed to tend towards an 

* open Rapture, they augmented their Army with 20,000 

* Men ; and at the fame Time, and for the fame Reafon, 
^ we enoreafed our Land Forces to the Number now propo- 
' fed by this Bill ; but, upon the Conclufion of the Treaty of 
' Seville^ we reduced our Forces again to their old Standard, 
.* whereas the Dutch never reduced a Man of the 20,000 

* additional Troops they had raifed, tho* it is certain they 
f were refblved to reduce every Man of them, as foon a9 
.' they faw that the Ai&irs of Europe would admit of fuch 
' a Redudion, and had actually come to a formal Refolu* 
' tion to reduce 10,000 of them, juft before the late King 

* oi Poland's Death; but, upon that Prince's Death, they 
f very wifely fufpended that Refolation ; fo that they cercain- 

* \y have now 20,000 Land Forces on foot, more than they 
f would at this Time have had, if no War had broke out ; 
^ therefore it may be properly (aid, they have made an Aug- 
' mentation of 20,000 Men, on account of the prefent War ; 

* and to do them Juftice, as our Allies, as bemg united in 

* the iame Intereft with us, we can do no lefs than increafe 

< our Army to the Number now propofed, as being the leaft 
^ Number we can have, in Proportion to the Army our Al« 
f lies, the Dutcby have at prefent on foot. 

* The Number of regular Forces, kept up within this Ifland 
^ in former Times, is, I find» my Lords, an Argument conftaat* 
f \y made uie of when this BiQ comes before us $ but it is al- 
^ ways, in my Opinion, an Argument rather for, than a- 

* gainift the Number of Forces propofed by the Bill ; for, 

* coniidering the Dii^ence between regular Forces and Mi- * 

* litia, which the late Troubles in Poland have made fuffi- 
^ dently manifeU, it mud be granted, that the Number of 
f regular Forces kept up in this Nation, or in any Nation, 

* ought always to bear fbme fort of Proportion to the Num- 
f ber of regular Forces kept up by neighbouring States, efpe- 
^ dally by thofe from whom the greaceft Danger is to be ap^ . 

< pfehended ; and as all the Nations of Europe have, of late 
f Yean, very much increafed their Number of regular Forces 
^ formerly kept up, we mud neceiTarily do the fame ; but, 
f in particular, we ought to confider our neighbouring King* 
f dom of France, the Nation from which we have the moft 

< ^o fear ; and if we compare the Number of regular Forces 
f now .kept up by them, even in time of Peace, with the 
« Number they formerly kept up, I believe wefhall find, that 
f the Increafe w^ baye made ia our Number of regular Forces, 

I * bean 
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Anno S. Geo. n.' bears no Proportion with the Increafe they have htd^ 
f7H-5* ' made ; fo that this Argament, which is gCDcrally madeofe 
^ "^V^'"-^ • of againft the Bill, is really, when rightly confidered, one 

* of the fbongeft Arguments that can be made ufc of, in h- 

* vour of the greateft Number of Forces that was ever pro- 

* pofed to be kept up within this Jfland in time of Peace ; 

* and.confidering the doubtful State we are in at preient, con- 

* fidering the prefent dangerous Situation of this A&irs of 
' Europe^ I am furprised to fee any Oppofition made to the 

* fmall Augmentation now propofed. 

The Reply was in Subfhmce thus, ar/«« 

]l^]^^ ' My Lords, as every Day feems to finmifli os with new 

* Maxims in Politics, which to me appear vexy extraordina- 
' ly^ fo this Day has furniihed us with a Maxim, that is not 
« only extraordinary, but inconiiftent with oar Conftitution : 

< We have been told, that the Number of regular Forces kept up 

* in this Nation, is always to bear fome Proportion to the Num* 

< ber of regular Forces kept up by our Neighbours, efpecially by 
' our Neighbours oi France ^ from whom we are faid to have 
' mofttofear. My Lords, if we werefo unlucky as to befitoated 

* on the Continent, or to have any Neighbours that couUl come 

* at us by Land, there might be fome Truth in the Maxim now 

* difcovered to us ; but, as we have the Happineis to bt 

* furrounded by the Sea ; as we have the Happineis to .have 
' a Fleet, fuperior to any that can probably be fent againft 
' us ; we have no Occafion to give ourfelves aav Trooble^ 
' or to put ourfelves to any Expencc, on account of the Nnm- 

* ber of regular Forces kept up by any of our Neighbours : 
f Our Neighbours may keep up as manv ThouCnds, or as 
' many hundred Thouiands as they pleafe, but they cannot 
' put hundred Thoufands on board Tranljports, and with- 

* out putting them on board Tranfports, they can do no 
''Harm to this Nation: Nay, they cannot put any gpcat 

* Number of Thoufauds on board Tranfport- Ships, without 
' our hearing of the Embarkation $ and if we have the \ga& 

* Sufpicion of their being . defigned againft us, we can lend 

* our Fleet and lock them up, or perhaps bum their Ships 

* in their Harbours ; therefore we can never have Occafioa 
' to keep up, in this I Hand, any greater Number of regular 
' Forces than are neceflary for fecuring our Coafb againft 
' fudden and unexpeded Invafions, which can never confift 

* of above four or five thoufand Men ; and to guard os againft 
f fuch, I am fure a much fmaller Number of regular Forces 

* would be fulHcient, than has b^ea kept up fbf vmkj Yean 
f pail in this liland. 
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* Wc have likewifc been told, my Lords, of the great Dif- AnntrS. Geo.It 
' ference between regular Forces and Militia, which, 'tis faid, i734-5' 
' has been manifefted by the late Troubles in Poland: But, in ' 
' this Oife, we ought to diftinguifh between veteran Troops, 

* and thoie that can only be called regular Troops : We ought 
' alfo to diftinguifh between a regular weU-difciplin'd Mili^ 

* tia, and a meer Rabble or Mob. By veteran Troops, I 
' mean thofe who have been inured to Adion, and are ac- 
' qnainted with Danger ; and fuch, I believe, .will always 

* be found better than the beft difciplined Militia, or even 
' the beft regular Troops that never looked an Enemy in th« 
' Face, unlefs it was the Smugglers and the Thieves of their 

* own Country : But that there is any vtiy great Difference 

* between thefe laft-mentioned Troops, and a regular well- 

* difciplin'd Militia, is what I cannot admit of ^ nor have th« 
' late Troubles in Poland afforded me any ReaTon to do fo ; 

* for every one knows, that their Militia were neither regular 

* nor difciplinM ; hay, I doubt much if they were fufBcient- 
' ly provided with Ammunition or Arms : But the Situation 

* of this Country is very far different from that of Poland i for 

* tho' our Militia have been very much negledied of latf 

* Years, yet, before we could be invaded by any powerful Ar* 

* mado, wefhouldhave time todifcipline our Militia, and 
^ to form them into regular Regiments: It b very well 

* kisown, that the Spantfij Armado was above two Years in 

* preparing, and I believe there is not a Nation in Europe ht* 

* fides ourfelves, that could fit out fuch another in a fhorter 

* Time. In two Years, in the half, in the fourth part of 

* that Time, there is not a Plowman in Britain but might 

* be made as good a Soldier as ever danced through his Exer- 

< cifes at a Review ; and if he fhould dance through his Exer« 

* cifes for twenty Years longer, without feeing Aftion, he 

* cannot be called a Veteran, nor can it be fuppofed he wilt 

* behave as fuch in the firft Adion he happens to be in. 
* Thefe COnfiderations, my Lords, have always convinced 

* me, that 7 or 8000 Men are fufiicient to guard this Ifland 

< againft ahy foreign Invafions ; and I am fure they will ai- 
' ways be fufHcient for the Support of our Government, at 

* long as the AffeAions of the People are carefully preferved j 

* a greater Number can never, in my Opinion, be necefTary, 
« unlefs it be to fupport a wicked and oppreflive Adminifb-a- 
« tion, againft the general ReTentment of the People ; and 
' this Houfewill never, I hope, give Countenance to any 

* fuch Defign. From hence, my Lords, I muft conclude, 

* that wc are for this next Year to keep up 1 7 or 1 8,000 

* Men, purely on account of the prefent War ; and Why w« 
^ ihouU as yet give ourfelves fo much Concern, or put our- 

* felvc* 
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Assnrs %. Cecil.* fcTvr: to facb an Expence aboat it, is what T cstmotcoQ^ 
734*5* ' prehend. We are, it is laid, in a State of Doubt and 
^ ' Sutpenie; bat were not we in the fime State at the fiegin- 
' ning of laft Seffion of PkrUament > Were not theCoafe- 
' qocDCcs of the War as moch to be dreaded at the Beginning 

* of that Seffion as at the End, or as Chey can be at pre&nt? 
' Nay, in my Opinion* they were more to be dreaded at the 

* Beginning of that Scflion than at any Time fince ; for ever 
' fince that Tim 6 die Parties engaged have appeared to be 
' pretty equally matched, and while they amtinae ib, I am 

* fare, the Balance of Power can never be fappofed to be in 
' ' Danger ; fo that if his Majefty augmented his Land Faroes, 

' in Purfuance of the Power granted at the End o^ laft Sefiba 

* of Parliament, it is fo hx &ombeinga Reafon foragreeiog 

* to the Augmentation now propofed, that unkfs I hear 

* fome better Reafon than I have yet heard for it, I moil 

* conclude, it was an unneceifary Augmentation, it was pnt- 

* tir g the Nation to a needlefs Expence ; and therefore we 
' ought to be fo far firom approving it, by nialdng a new 
^ Augmentation, that we ought to addrefs his Majefiy, to 

* know who it was advifed him to make the lalL 
' With refped to the Plan of Peace faid to have beeno6^ 

* fcred to the Parties now engaged in War, I am, my Lords/ 

* entirely in the Dark ; nor can any Lord, as a Member of 

* thi:, Houfe, dfaw any Argument from it, becaoie nothing 

* relating to it, nothing relating to any of oar foreign Af- 

* fails, has been laid befbue this Houfe. Whatever that 
' Plan may be, I wiih it may meet with the defired Ssooefs i 
' but I am forry to fay, I ha^e too good reaibn to doubt of 

* its meeting with any Succefs ; for, from the View I haveof 

* foreign Affairs, even from that View which I take from 

* public News- papers, I am of Opinion, the War now kin- 

* died in Europe cannot be fo eafily made an End of as fome 
' People imagine : Before that Flame can be extingiiiihed, I 

* am afraid much Blood will be fpilt, great Princes moft fof- 

* fer, even Queens muft weep ; the Condu^ of Minifters 

* muft be enquired into, and feme muft meet with that Pa- 
*' niihment tl»ey deferve, before that Flame can be extin- 

* gu idled which has been raifed by their Mifinanagement. 
* But, fuppoiing, my Lords, that wtf had been fiilly ac- 

* quainted with this Plan, f^opofing that we knew it to be a 

* reafonable and a good Plan, do we think that his Majefty V 
' Meafures, or any Prppoiicions he may be pleafed to make 

* to foreign Powers, arc to be enforced by an Addition of 

* fevcn or 8ooo Men to h.3 Land Forces ? No, my Lords, 

* his Majefty's Meafures are, upon all Occcafions, to dra\r 

* their Weight from the Affcftions of his People, and from 

•the 
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* Ac fincert Advices of his Parliamenti after we have been Anno 8. Geo. II, 

* fully informed of our Circumflances with refpedi (o foreign 173s. 
' Ai&irs ; for, in ctfe it fhould at laft appear abfolutely ne- 

* <:eflary for us to enter into the War, for the Sake of prt* 

* ferving the Balance of Power in Eur9fet all the Men in the 

* Nation, able to bear Arms^ would be at his Maje%y*s Ser- 

* vice, and every Purfc would be open to him ; but till that 
' Conjundlure happens, the Strength and Money of the Na« 
^ don ought to be hufbanded as much as poffible ; the Nation*t 
' Money ought not to be thrown away upon ufelefs Augmeo* 

* tations, either by Sea or Land, which can no way intimidate 
' our Enemies, and may amqfe oiir Friends with vainHopes 
"* of AfMaUce, when perhaps there is no fnch Thing defigned* 

* The Dutch, it is true^ my Lords, did reduce their l^and 
' Forces to about 32,000 Men, foon af:er the Peace of 

* Utrecht i but it is well known that the Reduction they then 

* made was too great, and was loudly complained of, even 
« byfonie of their own Provinces: At that Time indeed 

* there was almofl a Certainty, that the Tranquillity of Ew 

* r^e would continue for fome Years; every Nation in ^»- * 

* rope was then groaning under the Burdens which the former 

* War had brought upon them, fo that it was very impro- 

* bable any one of them would foon think of difturbing the 
^ Peace of any neighbouring State; and the Av/ri&, who had 

* their Share of the Burden of the War, thought they might 
^ take Advantage of that Time of abiblute Security, toeafe 

* their People, and to recover a little from that Burden of 

* publk Deots they were then labouring under ; yet, even at 
^ that Time^ notwithftanding the State ot abfolute Security 
' which Europe was then in, the Provinces of GueUerhmd 
' and Oofcryjel, which lie moft expofed, remonftrated ftrong* 
' iy againft th^ RedudUon then made, and never ceafed their 
^ RemonHrances till the Treaty of ii£(ziw<&^ happened, which 

* afibrded them an Opportunity of prefling an Augmentation 

* with Succefs 1 for^ as the Situation of tluit Country is very 

* difierent from the Situation of this, it is at all times necef* 
^ fary for^em to keep up a numerotis Army. They have 
' the Misfortune to be fituated upon the Continent^ and may 
^ confequently be fnddenly invaded by great Armies ; they 

* have an extenfive Frontier to defend^ upon which they 

* above feventy fortified Towns, and in every one pf thefe 
' they mult keep numerous Oa^^ifons ; fo that 52,000 Men 

* IS really the leaft Number they can keep up, unlefs it be at 

* fome very extraordinary Conjuncture^ fuch as that which 
« Ixaf pened after the Treaty of Utrecht. 

^ * Although, my Lords, there dan be no juft Parallel drawn 
..' from the Number of regular Forces necefiary to be kept up 
« in HoUofid, yet let us confidef what wc did at the Time tha 
;■ 171S. Kkk iDuttk 



( 45« ) 

AonoS'.Oco.H.' Dtf/ri$ made dus brge Redadion ! Did. not we at the Gme 
17 35' « Time reduce our Army to 7 or 8000 Men ? JMid if at.that 
' Time we had Mowed the Example 6f the 2>jK/'Afi^, we had 
' seduced it to half that Number : If any Il^r^ler then CQutd 

< be drawn between the Dutch and ns^ the additionfll 10,000 
*■ W9. now keep up, and which has been kept up for man/ 

< Years, ought to be fetagainfl the 20,000 additional Forces 

* r^fqd by the Dutch lyxm the Concliifioo gf the Treaty of 
■* Hanover i and every Man muft grants that it is^moretjian 
'- Quc julb Proportion/ Bat, beftctes thi^ io,090 which h^ 

< Y<ar we agreed to keep up, for no other Reafon but only 

* on account of the War then brok^.out in Burepe^ haye oQt 
^ we made a moft extraordinary Addition to pur naval Force ? 
' Have we not now added' no left than 22,opp Men to,tl)e 
« Number of Seamen we kept up the Year before the War 
' brolfe out ? So that if we had aftnally reduced the 1 0,000 
' Lai)d Forces kept up laft Year foldy on apcount of die 
' War, neither the Dufcb nor aqy other of oar Allies 
^ could have iaidthat we vftxz behipd-band with diem, in 
« providing fpf the Prefusrvation of the Balance of Power in 

* Europe, But, as the Cafe now (famds, wq have ti^en fodt ^ 
*■ Alanfi, and have put ourfelves to fdch an Bxpenoe^ that all 

* the Fbwers of Eu^opi feem to tl^nk sift have dpne enoo^ 
'• for them, i(8 well* as ourfflyes ; an4^ thenefbre neither, ti)e 

< Dutchg nor any ofh^ Power of Europe, have &i^a theq- 

* felves^ the If aft Concern, or put themi^vefr tp tSfi kallEx- 
' pence, about the Prefervatjon of that in which.they are ai 

* deeply an(l.n^oip immc^diately conq^med than wej|re. 
*' If the Bahmce of; Pbwev, my Lords, werje nesdly in 

*- Danger of being oyertnmfd; wi^ qn^t.tq take ocHer ibrt 
^ pf Meafures than have as yet been.tak^.. Our Treaty with 
^' ^m;R^r/( can make no.n^jftdditipn tp^the Secufitytof th^t 
*' Bailance, becaufe. the King of Denpnark, by as foic^nn.a 

< Treaty, ias can be made, was before pbliosd to a^t the 
' Emperor w^th all his Foro^ ; and; if the Emperor could n9t 
' dei)di4,npon that Treaty, we can af litde' depaid npqn 
^ the Treaty we. have made, or any Treaty we^q^l^^m^: 
*' But^ upoi^, the prefent,£mergen^y,^ our Vievys (hoold ^ve 
' been principally ^4iFedicd-to another, (garter; there is an^ 

< ther Power whofe Friendflup and.AiliaiKX wiB always, add 

* ^reat Weight tQ^ any of oiir Negotiations upon the Coa- 

* upent ; ana I am forfy to find there i; qot.fo good an tin- 

* derftanding between that Power and us, as oug^ to be 

* wiihed upon Occafspns, but partiQ^ariy, 1^9 thep»qfc?it 

* Emergency. As we have bm refhf<4 all Iiifight ii)to, the 

< Affairs of Bugype, or iiftq any of our l^e Negotiations, it 

* is impoffible for me to ju^itt* .whether t^e'Bal^UDce of 
« i'ower be in Danger Of^Wi bat by the BM^iion of the 

■ ^^Dutck 
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* Dutth, Md by Uie Indifterence fhewn hy fiveral other Anno S. OeoJi. 
« lowers, witi refpe^'to the ppcfeht War, I mUh tondodc, ^ f73 5. 

* tliat the Balandb of Power is not, as yet, Kke to, be in aiiy ^"^ 

* !Danger ; it it is not, and if we have ob otKer Concern in 
' the War, t muft then certainly concludcj^ that the great. 
' Expences we liave' been at, as well as the additk)na] £x- . 

* pence now propofed^ are quite ufeldls, ami ^an ferve no. 
•'Paq)ofe bat that of overloadihe thePeqde with Taxes^. 

* and alienating the Minds of his Maje(l^*s Sabjeds ; which, 
^ inftead of adding Weight to his Majefby^s Negotiations, will . 

* fruibate all his Mea^res for refloring ^e Tranquillity of 

* Sitrtpi^ and win render the Councils of tlqs Nation con« 
^ temptrole in the Eyes of all our Keighboors. 

*^ To pretend, my Lords, that we muft always augment 
' ad bar Land-Forces when France augments theirs, is one 

* of the moid dangerous Do&rines I ewr heard delivered ia 
^ this Hoiife : It may as well be .faid« that becaufe the 
^ French havt given up their Ubbties, and fubmitted their 

* Necks to the Yoke of Arbitrary Power, we ought to do 

* tht iktn^. What liavt we tb do, for God^s Sake, with 

* the Ai^k% {AFrtaAet They may march great Aiinies fia- 

* ^IkUiOtiy QiHnatpft, li^^ Kir^ahi but tan they maith 

* M Armf Mo ^e^ Bfit^nn^ of into any part X>f our Do^ 

* Minions? Wife IukM they caimot ; ind we likewJTe knb^ 
' they cannot vnx^pm any great Number of Forces hy 8ea; 

< her can they tran^Kirt wy Number but by ftealth, aft Ioh| 

* M^liir Fleet flfuptfl^ to tfatttri: AAd, while We are nnitfid 

* AiMMigouiftlvei^ tfi Hkng ai his Majeity, or toy of his Sl« 

< lallrim»FiUaaity,lhallretaint)ieHeart»andAfi^onsofth^ 
« BM^e, «re kavt VxMstig to ftar from aiiy Number that 
« J4iiir»rcottld|byfMth»pMii'inupoiias,thiMghwehadnot 

< t Regiment of'what «re talhd r^uiat fVMei in At Kij^g^ 

* doAt 

< Let qs confider, my I^ords, what it was tbtt riiiefly ton^ 
^ tributed to deflroy the Liberties of France: h was^ my 
4 Lords, Aeir Pears of tnyafions from us : We had then 
^ large Pofleffions in that Country, feom whence it was eafy 

* for us to invade them at any lline ; abd the continual 

* Apprehenfions thby were under of Invafions from us, afibrd* 

* ed their Kings and MiniAers a Pretence for prevailing with 

* the Peopte to alter the Form of their Military Force % 

* They altered the ancient Efbibliihment of their Militia^ 
'^ and put the Power over th^m entirely into the Hands of the 

* Crown : 'f his gaye the £rft Blow to the Liberties of 
' the People I Ibr, ibbn after, their Kines began to 
' keep up regular Ahnies, entirety dependent upon the 

* CroWQj ana as Frauce was the 6A Country of £0^9^ 

< where any iach Army was kept up. tj cke htncb were tno 
\ I73f. Kkk ! «rft 
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^735* ^ < fall into the fame Error, if we fhould now, ibr fear of In- 
vafions from tbem, do what they formerly did for four of 
Invaiions from us, we might exped our Cafe wooU at laft 

• ^ome to be the fame ; and then indeed thev woald ha?e 

< of us a full Revenge ; but we (hogld be maoi lefi excnia- 

• ble, becaufe their Fears of Invafions from us were real, 

< and were founded apon Experience, whereas oar Pears from 

• them are fo very far from being founded npon Experience, 

• that they muft always be imaginary and ridjcoloos** 
<)neftion carried At laft the Qufllion Was put upon the Motion, and was, 
ia the Negative* upon a Divifion, carried in the Negative, by 87 to 43. 
Speakers. '^^^ Motion was made by the Earl of Strafbrd, and was 
' ^ fupported by the Lord Bathurfi^ the Earl otJfyle^/M, the 

Earl of ChifierJUld^ the Lord Carteret, and the Earl dUTm- 
€heljia : It was oppofed by the Lord Henuef, the Lord Chan- 
celfor, the^arl q{ Fin/ater, the Duke ofNewca/Ue, and the 
Lord HardnvicL 

te«5t. TirEJiavedrcady given ttAcoojmt of aModon nude 

kg Quarters. TT by the Lord Carteret m the Houie of Lords, for an 

Addrefs to his Majefly, * That he would be pleaied to give 

• Directions to the proper OfHcer or Officen, to hy before 
' that Houfe, the ieveral Allotments of Qu^uters which had 

• been made for his Majefty's Land Forces in Great Britma, 
^ from the 25th Day of March then laft.* As this Motion 
was agreed to, thefe Allotments were aocoidingly laid before 
the Houfe : And thereupon it was moved, and the Joc^ 
were ordered to prepare and bring *in a BUI, for regulating 
the Quartering of Soldiers, during the Time of Eleaioos. 
This Bill was accordingly prq>ared by them and prefented p 
the Houfe, being intitled. An Aaforregulatit^tbe ^martenag 
pf Soldiers, during the ^ime of EUaioms of Members tojerve ia 
Parliament ; and was as fbllov^s, vifc. 

^ItSn. ' \i7HEREAS, by the ancient Common Law of this 
♦ » '^^ • yy Land, all Eleftions ought to be free : And where- 

• as by an Aft pafTcd in the third Year of the Reign of King 
« Ediuard the firft, of famous Memory, it is commai^ed, 

• upon great Forfeiture, that no Man, by Force of Arms, nor 
« by Malice or Menacing, (hall difturb the Freedom of any 

• Election: And forafmuch as the Freedom of Eledions of 

• Members to fervc in Parliament, is of the utmoft Qm- 

• fcquence to the Prefcrvation of the Rights and Liberties of 

• this Kingdom : T9 the End therefore that the fame wug he 

• fafehf tranjmitted to Pofterity, and for the avoiding a/tf In- 

• conveniences thai m^ anfe thereunto from any Regiment, 
f Troop, or Compatrf^ or any Number ofSoWers which Jbail he 

« fiarterei 
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fuarierei or UUeted nvUbin attf Citf^ Bonugif Tonm ^^tnnoS. Geo.IL 
Plkce, wbire axf El^^lon tfoitf Memter or Members tofer*ue 2735*^ 
M FarUaauniy or Qftbefixteem Peers to reprefent tbe Peerage " 
^Soodand in ParUamnt^ or ofearf oftbem^ /hall be affoint* 
id to be modi. 

^ Be it eaaded l^ the King^s moil excellent Majefty, hy 
and with the Advice and Confent of the Ixurds Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons in Parliament aflembJed; 
and by Authority of the (ame, that when and as often 
as any fuch Eledion (hall be appointed to be made, the Se- 
cretary at War for the Time being (who is hereby required 
to take Notice of the Time appointed for fuch £le6Uons or 
Eledion) ihall and is h^eby required, at fome convenient 
Time before the Day appointed for fuch Eledion* 
to iiTue and fend forth proper Orders in Writing for the 
Removal t>f every fuch Regiment, Troop or Company, or 
other Number of Soldiers, as ihall be quarteKd or billeted 
in any fuch City, Borough, Town or Place, were fuch 
Ele^ton ihall be appointed to be made : Jnd every fuch 
Regiment f 7roop, or Comfany^ or other Number of Soldiers 
as aforefaid^ fhall^ upon tbe Receipt of fucbOrder^ accord* 
injy march out of every fuch City, Borough, Town or 
Puce, one Day at the leail before the Day appoint^ for 
fuch Election, to the Difiance of two or more Miles from 
fuch City, Borough, Town or Place, and ihaU not make 
any nearer Approachf to iuch City, Borooeh, * Town or 
Place as afbreiaid, until one Day at tbe mSi after the 
Poll to be taken at fuch Ekdion fhall be ended, and the 
Pdl-Books dofed. 

' And be it fiarther enaAed by the Authority afbrefaid^ 
That, in trafe any Officer or Officers to whom fuch Order, 
from the Secretary at War for the Time being, (or other Per- 
fon to whom the iffoine out fuch Order as is aforefaid fhall 
belong) fhall be dire{lea and delivered, fhall negleS or re- 
fttie to cattfe iuch Repment, Troop or Company, pr o- 
ther Number of Soldiers (b quartered or billeted, as aifore- 
f^d, to march out of fuch City, Borough, Town or Place, 
at the Time and to the Place or Places in #fuch Order fpe« 
cified, and fhall be thereof duty convicted apon an Indict- 
ment, to be prefened at the next Affiaes or Seffions of 
Oyer and Terminer, to be held for the County where fuch 
Offimoe fhall be committ^, or an Information to be ex* 
hibited in ti&e Conrt K£Kin£s-Benck^ within fix Months 
after fuch Offimce committed; which Information the 
faid Court 6i Kings-Bench is hereby impowered to grant i 
V9vrf fuch Officer fhall, for evexy fuch Offence, be forth- 
v^thcailuercd and dif|placed from fochliitOfficCt andfh^A 
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S^nmt, Geo. II. « be thereby di&bied to have or hold any civil or militai^ 
1735 .* Office or EnDloymentwithim thisJCmgdom, or in any of 
lus Majefty'*s Dominions^ «n<l fiiall likewife forfeit 
And if any OiKoer or Soldkr, who fli^l be ordered or i%- 
n€teA to march oat, ts ufonefiud, fiiall be found in amy 
foch City, Borough, Town or Place, during die Con- 
timiance dPfach EwfUon, ad aSorefaidy and ihau be there- 
of duly convifMI, wpon an lodiAsient to be preened at 
the next A&es or Seflions of Oyer andTenniner< to be hdd 
for theOounty where fuchOfince ihi}l be committed, every 
fttch Officer fliall, for evtry fiich Offence, forfeit die 
Sum of 

* Provided ncverthdefi^ that nothing in this Aft contained 
ihall extend, or be conftrued to extend, to the CtdflB of 
Lomiat or W'^hunfter^ or the Boroogh of imtthwrn^, for 
and inxtTpedl of fuch Number of Troops and Soldfers only, 
as are afually employed as Guards to his M^y^s Royal 
Perfon, or are ufually quarterted or billeted near to the 
Place of his Majefty*s Refidence, nor to ^y City, Bbnmgh, 
Town or Pkoe, where his Majefty, or any at his Royal 
Family, (hall happen to be or rdide at the TiOie of any 
fuchEledion, for or inrefoeftof fuchNuttberofTkoops 
or Soldiers only, as fliail be jittendant as Guards to hii 
Majefty^ or to fuch other Perfon of hh Maiefty^ Itoyal 
Family, as is aforefaid ; nor to any Caftle, Fort or forti^ 
iied Place, where any Garrifon isi ufuallv kept, for or in 
refpeft of fuch Number of Troops or Soldiers only wbcte- 
of fucKGarrifon is ufually compofed. 
' Provided likewife, tmit nothing in this Aft conauned^ 
ihall extend or be conftrued to extend to any Oficer or 
Soldier, who fiiall have a Right to vote at any fuch Blec^ 
tton, as aforefaid ; but that every fuch Officer and SoUiet 
may fieelv, and without Interruption^ attend and give hi» 
Vote at luch £le£Uon, any Thing herein before contained 
to the contrary thereof notwithlbnding. 

^rUf A^refif,f\^ ^«'/?«' the 15th pay of jfyrit, the Houfe of I/)!* 

ffotioD for an V^ ^^^ ^t^ ft Committee on the iaid Bill, and thefixft 

AmeDdmcnt. enading Claufe being read, the Earl ofAvgel^ejf ftood ap 

and took Notice, ' 'Diat if none but the Secretary at Wai 

* ihoutd be oUl^d to fend Orders to the Soldien to with« 

< draw at the Tune of an £Ie£bion, the Intention of the 
' Bill might be eafily defeated i hecaufe if any future Mini^ 

< fter ihould have Defign to over-awe any EledUon, or any 

< Number of Elections, he might g^t the Secretary at War 
' removed juft before the Elections came on, and no new 
5 opie appointed till after they were orer } and as tJ^ Bill 
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^ that ftoocl, any other Verftm acting as Secretftty at War, AnaoS. Cca H. 
*' njght refiife to ilTue fitch Orders, by which the Iiioentioii 1735: 
« of tj)e Sill would be defeated ; there^>re he would' propofe^ ^ 
«- that afiE^ theTe Wtxrd»» ^iSv Secretary at War fir the Time 
^ Mngy the MlowingWorddihould be added, mist. Or fuch 

* ^herP^fin t9'wh9m it Jball belong^ , Whkh Amendment 

* was agreed to without anv Debate. , 

Then a Nfotion was made for leaving out ^e fimnd en- Delnte m nla^ 
ac.iine eiaufe, and confequently thefe Woidsv in the firft ^^^ to anotkec 
Oanft^ v/«. And every fuch Regimertt, Trmrp «r C^mfany, ^^ Amendmco^ 
9tker*ltkmlkr cfSoUiers^ as t^refaid^ findl wfnt the Reaifi 
^ fkek Orders acctrdingty march. 

This occafionod a ftrenuous Debate^ in ^liich the Argu* 
ment ffu the. Nfotion, was in SaEftance as follows, <v/«. 

* My Lords, by a ten whteh- wehavediisSdnonpafledArgiiteftfej^ 
*> into a Law, I meanthe Bill.againfl M^itiny and Defertion, 

* and the Articles of War which are- fettled and figned by 

* his Majdb^, in Confeqaence of diat BiiU we know, that 
' every Omcer is obliged, under very high Penalties, to 

* obejr all fach Orders as he (hall receive from his Majefty^s 

* Sccrctarv. at War, or any Ferfon acting-as fuch : Therefore 
^ I muft tnink it very unnecefiary to lay the Officers under 
^ any-new Obligation, for givix^ Obedienceto thofe Orders 

* that.are by this Bill to b^fent nim from^ the Secretaiy at 
^ War>, with refpect to his removing fitmi any Phu)e where 

* an Election i$ to be. For this Reafon, my Lords; I am of ' 
^ Oj^inion*. that the fecond enacting €lanfe of this Bill, which 

*' is next to be read to your Lordfhips, ought to be entirely 
' lefc^out^ and. inftead thcieof a Claufe inferted, for laying 

* Penaltitt upon the. Secretary at War, or other Ferfon act- 

* in^ as fttch, who (hall refufe or nej^ect to- iflbe Orders, 
*> as^directed by this Act 1 and if your jLordfliips agree with 
*" me in thb C^nion, you mpfk of Gonrfe leave out of the 
''Gfauif< now read' to you. die/ifr. Words, towit^ Ande*very' 
' fitb Riff mutt i Treef er Cmpwr^t ^r- other Number of Soh 
' diers, as afttefaid, fbaU ufen the Receipt ^ fneh Orders 
*' aecordtnglf march*, ^ . 

^ I( any Oficer^ my Lords, (hould difobey the Orden 
^ f|mt Urn upon any fuch OccaiioQ by the Secretary at War^ 
' he mig)it be^ tried by a^Cburt-Martial, and fubjeded to the 
' Punifhment of Mupnvi which is a much more fevere Pa* 
' niihment than any » I believe, your Lordfhips intend tain- 
^ filA hf tln9 Bill'; therefore it is very unuecefbry, nay it 
' woul^' even feem a little ridiculous tQ make a new Law, 

fat infiiAingaFaniflmient left kfvt% tbasrthat which b in- 
^ 'fficted 
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AoAo 8. Geo. 11. < filled by a Law we have already pafled this very SeSon 1/ 
1735. * Parliament ; and it would be a great Hardfhip upon QS^ 

* cers to fubjed them to fo many difierent Sortt of Tcials fee 

* one and the fame Crime : Befides, my Lords, the Regida* 

* tion» as it ftands at prefent in the Bill, might be attended 

* with very great Inconveniences ; for, if every Officer were 

* laid under an abfolute Neceffity, not only to remove out of 
' the Town, bat not to return to it upon any Account drning 

* the Time of an Eledion, it would be impoffible bsr the 

* civil Power to have the Affiftance of the Troops in C^ 

* any great Tumult or Aiot (hould happen at an Eledioo. : 

* Nay, the Enemies o^ the Government might take the Op- 
' portunity of an EIe£Uon for a new Parliament, to aflemble 

< and form themfelves into great Bodies, at tholb Flaoes 

* where they knew the Troops could not comeeto diftoib 
' them, by which Means, they might be enabled to begin ^ 

* general infurredtion, and might come to a very great Head 
' before his Majefly could make any Uie of thofe Troops 

* which are* given him by Parliament, for preferving the 
' Tranquillity of the Kingdom : Even our Enemies ate»d 

< might take an Occaiion to invade us, and to land their 

* Troops at fome of our Towns upon the Sea Coaft dnrii^ 

* the Time of an Election, when, if this Bill as it now fiands 
' ihonld pafs into a Law, none of his Majeily*s Troops could 

* come within two Miles of the Place^ to difpute or prevent 

* their Landing. 
* Thefe Confiderations, my Lords, convince me, that no 

' one of your Lordihips will be for allowing this Claafe to 

* (land as it is in the Bill, without making feme conditional 

* Proviiion or Exception ; and I cannot comprehend how aiqr 
' fuch can be made, without fubje£Ung the Nation to greater 
' Dangers than thofe we propoie by wis Bill to avoid $ for, 

* if we make an Exception, that the Troops (hall kave the 
' Town, and (hall not return, unle(s (bme great Danger 

* happens, or is to be apprehended, we muft give a Power 
' to fome Perfon or other to judge when that Condition exiAs ; 
' and where to lodge this Power, does not to me feem eafy 

* to determine : To lodge fuch a difcretionaiy Power in the 

* returning GiHcer, or in any other Magi(bate of a little 
' Borough, would certainly be of the moft dangerous Cob- 
' fequence to the Freedom of Eledlions 1 and it would be as 
' dangerous to lodge it by an exprefs Law in the Breaft of 
' the returning Officer. Thus, to make this Reftraint ab- 
' folute, may embroil the Nation in civil Wan, and to 
' make it conditional may endanger the Freedom of our 

* Elections ; for which I muft think it much better to lay 

* the Officers under no Reftraint or Obligation, but thar 

^which 
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' which they are now under by the martial Law, and dkc Aonog. Geo.il. 

* Mutiny- Bill we have already paiTed : By them the Offiters > 

* will always be obliged to obey the Orders they receive from 

* the Secretary at War, unlefs fomc very fudden and unfore- 

* feen Accident makes it abfolutely ncceffary for them to act 
' otherwife ; and in acting otherwife, they will always be 
' extremely cautious, becaufe if they are not able to make 

* the Neccflity dearly appear, they will thereby fubject them- 

* fclyes to the Laws againft Mutiny. 
; * I know, my Lords, it may be fald, that as Trials by 

* Court-Martial are very much under the Direction of the 

* Oown, tho' an Officer fliould, on Occafion of an Election, 

* diibbey the Orders he had received from the Secretary at 

* War, it would be in the Option of the Grown, or the 
' MinifleHS of the Crown, whether or no he fhould be 

* tried before a Court-Martiat for fuch Difobedience ; and 

* cofifequently that fome Officers would be ready to dif- 

* obey them, as often as they knew that the Orders were 

* fent only in Obedience to the Law, but that it was not in- 

* tended or expected they Ihould obey them j but it is certain, 

* that no Officer wQuld venture to difobey fuch Orders witl> 

* out private fnftructions in Writing, under the Hand of 

* fome fuperior Minifter ; and to fuppofe that any Minifter 

* would venture to give fuch Inftructions under his Hand in 

* Writing, or that many Officers would obferve fuch private 
' Inftructions, are'^Sup portions which, in my Opinion, there 

* is not the leail Ground to make; nay, I think it is almoft 

* impoffible for us to make any fuch, if we coniider, that if 

* any Officer (hould behave in fuch an illegal Manner, or if any 
' fuch private Inilructions fhould ever be divulged, a Com- 
' plaint would certainly be made in Parliament againft fuch 
' Qfficcr or fuch Miniiier^ and both might expect thehigh- 

* eft Punifhment the Parliament could inflict. 

' But, my Lords, fuppofe that an Officer could, in fuch 

* Cafe, hope to evade all Punifhment before a Court Mar- 

* tial or in Parliament, yet even as the Lawflands at prefent, 
' he could not hope to evade all Manner of Punifhment ; 

* for if any Officer ihould remain in, or return to any 

* Town, during the Time of an EleAion, and fhould 

* make ufc of the Troops under his Command for over* 
' awing the £le£tion, he might be indided even at commeiv 
^ Law upon the Statute of Edward 1. called WeJIminfter 

* the firfi\ by the 5 th Chapter of which it is declared, 
' That no Man (hall by Force of Arras, by Malice, or by 
' Menaces difturb the Freedom ©f any Eleflion, under the 

* Pain of grievous Fine and Imprifonment ; which is fo 

* fcvere a Panifhraent, that it is not to be fuppofed any 

1735. LU 'Officer 
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Anno8.Gco.n*« Ofeccr would fubjca himfclf to it, at the Dcfirc 6faiiy 

^ '^^j^ ^ * Miniftcr, efpecially, if fuch Officer were a Gentlemaii of 

j^'^'W^'^ c Fortune and Figure in his Country, as moil of our Offi- 

* ccrs are at prefent, and I hope always will be. 

• I hope, my Lords, I have now clearly fhewn^ that 
« there is no Neceffity for laying the Officers of the Army 

* under any of the Refhraints or Penalties propofed by this 

* Bill, becaufe they are already under as great Refhaints 

* and Penalties, as can be fuppofed neccflary for prevent- 

* ing their attempting to over-aWe any EledUon, either by 

* Haying in, or returning to, the Place where there is aa 

* Eledlion, or by making ufe of the Troops under their 

* Command, for difturbing the Freedom of the Eledion ; 
' and as it muH be grant;ed, that the Reflraints prq)o(ed 
' by this Bill would expofe us to great Dangers and Incon- 

* venienccs, therefore I doubt not but your Lordfhips will 
' agree to the Amendment I fhall propofe upon reading the 

* ncxtClaufe) and for this Reafon, you muh agree to leave 

* out thofe Words which I have propofed to be left oat cf 

* the Claufe now before you.' 

It was anfwered to the following Effefl, viz, 

Ibifwer. * By the Amendment now offered, my Lords, the Inten« 

* tion of the prefent Bill, and indeed of all fuch Bills, feems 
' to be very much mifunderftood ; for if is certain, that 
' all Bills of the fanie Nature with that now before os, 
' are defigned as Limitations and ReflridUons upon the Pow- 

* er of the Crown, or rather upon the Power of Minifiers 

* adling under the Crown. During his prefent Majefty's 

* Reign we are certain, that no Encroachments will be 

* made upon the Freedom of Eledlions, by Means of the 

* Army, or by any other Means ; but this ought not to 

* prevent our making fuch Regulations, as may appear 
' neeeilary for preventing fuch Encroachments in any fii- 

* ture Reign ; and as it has always been fuppofed, that 

* Troops quartered, or remaining in any Town, during 

* the Time of an Elc^ion, might be fome fort of Encroach- 

* ment upon the Freedom of tSat Eledkion j therefore, ever 

* fince we had any fuch thing as a (landing Army in this 

* lAand, the Minillers of the Crown have thought them- 

* felves, in common Prudence, obliged to order the Troops 

* to remove from every Town,^ where there happened to bo 

* an Eleftion, and not to return to that Town till the 

* Eledlion was quite over. This has hitherto been left to 

* the Prudence and Difcretion of the Minifters for the 

* Tim? being; and the Reafon of doing fo was, that we 

' hav« 
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have never yet been certain, that a (landing Army would Anno 8. Geo. II. 
be kept up for any fucceeding Year; but now that we i735» 
have continued a numerous Handing Army for fo many *^ 
Years, and are like to continue it lor Years to come, it 
was thought proper not to leave that to the Prudence of 
Minifters, which might, in fome future Reign, be made 
ufe of for the overturning of our Conilitution ; and there- 
fore this Houfe agreed to the Motion which was made, 
for ordering the Judges to bring in the Bill now before us : 
For this I muft thmk, my Lords, that it was the Opini- 
on of this Houfe that we ought, by an exprefs Law, to 
put it out of the Power of any future AdminiHration, to 
negle£l doing that, which all former Adminillrations have, 
in regard to our Conilitution, thought themfelves, in 
common Prudence, obliged to do. 
* This, my Lords, was certainly your Opinion, when you 
agreed to the Order for bringing in this Bill ; but from this 
Opinion we mvA now depart, or we mufl difagree with 
the noble Duke in the Amendment, ^hich he has been 
pleafed to offer ; for if your Lordfhips defign by a new 
Law, to lay a Refiri^ion or Limitation upon the Mini<r 
fters of the Crown, the Execution of that Law is not fure- 
ly to be entrofted with thofe upon whom that Reftri^ion 
or Limitation is de£gned to be laid ; which would be the 
Cafe, if the Motion now made to as fhould be. agreed 
to. It is troe^ the Officers of the Army are, by the 
Mutiny Bill and the Articles of War, obliged to obey fuch 
Orders as they may from time to time receive from his 
Majeily's Secretaxy at War, and, in Cafe of Difobedience, 
they are fubjedled to very great Punilhments; but for this 
Difobedience, they are to be tried only by a Court-Mar- 
tial, and whether any fuch Court ihall be appointed, or 
whether fuch an Officer ihall be tried before fuch Court 
when appointed, is entirely in the Power of the Crown^ 
or more properly of the MiniHers a£Ung under the Crown, 
who are the very Peribns whofe Power was defigned to be 
limited when this Bill was propofed. Can we then fup-v 
pofe, my Lords, that an Officer who difobeyed fuch Co- 
ders at the Deiire of a chief Miniiler, wpuld ever be 
brought before a Court-Martial, or tried for fuck Diibbe- 
dience ? Your Lordfhips cannot furely fnppofe any fuch 
thing ; and therefore you cannot, in my Opinion, agree 
to the Amendment now propofed, onlefs you have de- 
parted from the Defign you had, when the Order fov 
bringine in this Bill was agreed to. 
' Bot farther, my Lords, let us oonfider who are the 
Judges upon ^ery Court-Martial ;. they are all Officers of 
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the Afmy, Judges, whofe CommifTions depend abfolattl/ 
upon the Pleafure of the Crown ; and ihall we leare any 
thing relating to the Freedom of Eledions, upon 
which the Prefervation of our Conftitation fo nmch de- 
pends, to be tried only before fach Judges ? The nobU 
Duke has told us, that an Officer may, upon any fad- 
den and uuforefeen Emergency, di(obey» or a£i con- 
trary to, the Orders he receives from the Secretary at 
War; and, Is it not to be prefumed, that a Coort- 
Martial, compofed of fuch Judges, will admit of any 
Emergency, as a fufHcient Excufe fbr difobeying fuch Or- 
ders, when they know that fuch Difobedience proceeded 
from private Inftru^Hons, given by a principal MiniHer 
of State ? Surely we have not yet forgot what was one 
of the principal Grievances complained of before the 
jkevolution ; what was one of the firft things redrefled by 
the Revolution : The general Complaint was^ and it was 
a Complaint but too well grounded, that the Judges Com- 
miflions were all during Pleafore; and therefore they weie 
too apt to follow the Dire^ons they received from the 
Crown, in any AfEair, where the Minifters thought £t 
to give DireAions : Have we not then good Reafon to be 
afraid that the Judges upon a Court-Martial may, in fi- 
tare Times, do as other Judges during Pleafure have done 
in Times pafl f And ihall we leave an Encroachment upon 
the Freedom of our Eledipns, to be puniflied only by loch 
Judges F Your Lordihips did not certainly intend any fuch 
thing, when you gave Orders for drawing up the Bill now 
before us; and therefore the learned Judges have very 
wifely drawn it up, in fuch a Manner as to fubje^ the Dif- 
obedience of an Officer, in the Cafe now before us, to 
a Trial at common Law, which is the only Method by 
which the Bill can be made efie^tual. 
« That the fubjeding of an Officer to ieveral Sorts of 
Trials for the fame Q-ime, would be a Hardihip upcm the 
Officers of the Army, cannot, my Lords, be an Argu- 
ment of any Weight, when we confider that the Prefer- 
vation of our Conflitution is in the other Scale : It has, in 
many Cafes, been thought neceflary to fubjed the Gen- 
tlemen of the Army to be tried by the common Law, as 
well as by a. Court-Martial: Even by the Mutiny-Kll it 
felf, if any Officer or Soldier ihall take Quarters againfl 
Law, or ihall diihirb his Quarters, he is made liable to 
be tried by the Quarter-Seffions ; and if, upon fuch Trial, 
he be found guilty, if an Officer, he b to be immcdiatelx 
Cifhiered: And I hope your Lordfhipi wiU think that an 
Officer's diifaxrbing the Freedom of an Election, is an 
z ' Affiur 
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* Affiiir of greater Confcqacnce than that of diftarbing his AmjoS.Oeo.IJ. 
^ Quarters ; and that therefore you will not think it a Hard- 1735. 

* fhip to fubjefl him to a Trial at common Lslw, in the pne 

* Cafe as well as the other. 
« As. to the Dangers and Inconveniences to which it is 

* pretended %/t may be expofed, by laying Officers andcr 
' an abTolate Neceffity of removing from any Place where 

* there is to be an Eledticn, and not returning till that 

* Eledion be over, they are founded, my Lords, upon Sup- 

* pofitions, I am fare much more unreaibnable than that of 
' fuppofingy that fome Minifter may hereafter do what he 
' ought not to do : For to fuppofe that any fuch Number 

* of Men can meet at any EledUon, as may endanger the 
' Government ; to fuppofe that all thofe Men are iuch as 
' will rtfque their Lives and their Fortunes, by joining in 
^ an Infurreftion ; to fuppofe that they are all regularly 

* armed and prepared for War ; and to fuppofe that this 
f Concert can be carried on without the Government's 

* hearing a Word of it before the Day of Ele^on s is 

* carrying Suppofitions, I rouft fay, a great Length, and 

* endeavouring to perfuade us, to leave ourfelves expofed to 

* real Dangers, by frightening us with thofe which are al- 

* together imaginary. Then, with refpe^ to Jnvafions, to • 

* fuppofe that an Invafion may be made, and the Troops 

* landed juft at the Time, and at the very Place where an 
« Eledion hzippem to be carrying on, we muH firft fuppofe, 

* that an Fxpreis has gone over to let the Enemy know the 

* Day appointed for the Eledion ; that, after their receiving 

< this Account, they embark their Troops, fail, and meet 

* with fuch a ftvourable Wind as to bring them dire^y to 

* the Place where the Election is, on the very Day it begins, 
^ or within a few Days after ; and to fuppofe that all this 
' may be done in fuch a (hort Time as what ufually in- 

* tervenes between the appointing of the Day of Eledlion^ 
' and that Day's coming on, is really carrying Suppoficions 

* a moil extravagant Length. But, my Lords, if thefe 

* were Suppofitions that could be made, they would be of no 
^ Weight in the prefent Debate 1 for it is in all Cafes a cer« 

* tain Maxim, that InUr Arma fient Leges : Upon any fuch 
f Occafion, the Troops not only might, but ought to march 

* into the Town where an Infurredion or Invafion happens, 

* notwithfhnding its being at the Time of Eleftion, not- 
' withfbmding the Law now propofed, and notwithflanding 

< any Law that is or can be made : In Times of fuch 
f Danger, Men are always indemnified for what they may 
f be obliged to do againft the Letter of the Law, and a 

« particular 
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iUiio8.Gco.Il/ particular Aa of Parlkmcnt for thatPorpofe, hasalmqrs 
1735. * ' ' been pafied as foon as the Dadger was over. 

' As for any little Riots or Tumults that may happea 
' at theTimeofanEle^ion, Icamiotfee, myLoi^s, why 
' there is any more Danger to be apprehended from them 

* now than there was formerly^ when we had ib fach thing 

* as regular Troops, cither to prevent their happening, or 
' to quell them when they did happen. In former Times^ 
' thfi civil Power was always found fufficient for prevent- 
^ ing RiotSy or for qudling them and punifhing the Anthors 

* of them ; and coniidering the fevere Law againil Riots, 

* which was lately made, and is ftill in Force^ I am liire it 

* cannot be faid, that the civil Power is now leis fufScient for 
' that Purpofe than it was formerly. Befides» my Lords, 
' we all know, that a Riot or Tumult at an ElafUon makes 

* it a voidEledion; theoeforc it is always the Buiineis of 

* thofe who have the fbongeft Party, to endeavour to pre- 
' vent all fuch ; and indeed there is feldom or never any 
^ great Riot happens, but what is occafioned by thofe who 

* have a mind to make the Election void, or by the Ma- 
' giflrates, who preiide at the Election, doing htae Bgpal 

* Injuilice to the Electors. But fuppofing that there ma/ 

< happen now and then a few broken Heads or bloody 

* Nofes at an Eledion, are we, on that Account, to have 

* all our EledUons carried on under the Terror and Infin* 

* ence of a Regiment of Soldiers } Qr ar^ we to give them 

* a Pretence to be prefent at all our Ek^ons, or to givo 
^ every little Magifbrate, or perhaps, a Cnftom-Honfe Ofi- 

* cer, a Power to call them in when he has a mind ? 
^ Even the noble Lords, who have fpoke for the Ameod- 

* ment, feem to think it dangerous to give by Law, to 

* any returning Officer, or Magiflrate of a little Borough, 

< a Power to call in the Troops during the Time of an 

* Elediion whenever he pleafes ; and they likewife feem to 

* think it dangerous to give, by Law, a Power to the OB- 
' cers themfelves to remain in, or return to, the Place 

* where an EledUon happens to be, whenever they think it 

* necefTary; yet by the Amendment they propofe, the 
' commanding Officer for the Time, is to be veiled with 

* this very Power: The Secretaty at War, indeed, is to 

* be obliged to fend his Orders for the Troops to remove; 

* but, as the noble Lords themfelves have explained it, 

* the commanding Officer may difobey thefe Oraers in cafe 

* of any fudden and unfbrefeen Emergency, without run- 

* ning any rifque of being tried or punifhed by a Court- 
^ Martial for fuch Difobedience ; and we may dep^d on 
I it^ tl^at iuch Emergencies will never be wanting, when 
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a prime Miniiler has a mind that the Troops fhould re- Anno 8. Geo. Il* 
main in, or retam to the Place where an Eledion is car* 1735. 
rying on : Nay, it will always be in the Power of any 
returning Officer, or Magiflrate of a little Borough, or of 
any Cuftom-Houfe or Excife Officbr', to fumiih the com- 
manding Officer of the Troops with fuch an Emergency ; 
for we know that the Troops have always a general Or- 
der to be affiiling to the civil Power, and likewife to all 
Officers of the Revenue 1 and therefore the returning Offi- 
cer may at all times pretend that he is apprehenfive of a 
Tumult, and may demand the Affiitance of the Troops 5 
or a Cuftoffi-Houfe or Excife Officer, may demand their 
Affiilance in feizing or fearching for fmuggled Goods 9 
' and this will be a fudden and unforefeen Emergency, that 
' will always excufe the commanding Officer of the Troops^ 
' for diibbeying the Orders he receives from the Secretary at 
' War, when any prime MiniHerbut iniinuates^ that fuch 
' Excufe ihould be admitted of by the Court-Martial, in 
' Cafe the Officer Ihould ever be brought to a Trial for any 
' fuch Difobedience. 

' I am really furprized, my Lords, to iind thofe who 
' are fo apprehenfive of Infurreflions and Invafions, and fo 
^ very apt to fuppofe Dangers from thence arifmg, at the 
' fame Time ihewing thenuelves fo very little apprehenfive 
' of the Defigns of future Minifters, and fo unwilling to 
^ fuppofe, that the Conflitution of this Kingdom and the 
^ Liberties of the People, can ever be in any Danger firom 
' fuch Deiigns. I am fure, my Lords, there is nothing more 
' natural, than to fuppofe, that we may have, in fome future 
' Reign^ an ambitious, rapacious, or wicked Miniiler ; and 
' as &'Safety of fuch a Minito, can confift in nothing fo 
■ much as in defboying the Freedom of our Elections, we 
' muH neceflarily fuppofe that he will leave no Stone un- 
' turned for accompliOiing that wicked Purpofe ; therefore 
' we muft likewife neceflTarily fuppofe, that he will fend fuch 
' private Inftru£Uons, as have been mentioned, to the com* 

* manding Officers of the Troops, in all Places where he 
' cannot influence the Eledlion by any other illegal Means 9 
' and as fuch a Minifler may probably have the fole Ma* 
« nagement of his Mailer, it is well known what Lengths 

* ibme Officers may go, rather than rifque their CommiiTions 
' by difobeying his private Commands, or in order to re^ 

* commend themfelves to his Favour for Preferment : Such 

* an illegal Obedience to miniilerial Infbndions is not, in- 
' deed, to be apprehended from the prefent Officers of our 
^ Army, but they are not immortal j and we do not, we 

* camio; know by what Sort of Men they may be fucceeded ; 

' there- 
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Anno 8. Geo. Ii * therefore I think it is abfolutely inconfiftent with theP^ 

173 5. < fervation of our Cooflitution to leave chofe Officers, who 

'may hereafter encroach upon the Freedom of oar Ele^ons, 

' to be tried only by thoi'e who may be guilty of the fame 

* Crime, and at the fole Pleafure of thofe whofe Intered it 

* may be, whofe Safety may depend upon it, either not to 

* try them at all, or to try them only in order co acquit 

* them. 
* A Prefecution in Parliament is not to be apprehended, my 

* Lords, either by Officers or Minifters, when by fuch illegal 
^ Means they have got a Parliament to their own Liking s 

* and as to Officers being fubjedl to a Trial at common Law, 

* upon the Statute of ^i^uwi the Ift, I muft obferve, that 
' if an Officer or any other, ihoold commit a Breach of 

* the Peace, by openly endeavouring to over-awe an Elec- 

* tion, or by openly intimidating any returning Officer or 

* £le6lor, he might be indidcd, tried and punilhed at com- 

* mon Law upon that Statute ; but no Officer or Soldier can 
' be xndided, tried and punilhed at common Law, by virtue 
' of that or any other btatut^ for not removing from the 

* Place, or for returning to the Place, where an EkAion is 
^ carrying on ; and the Defign of this Bill is, at leail I al* 

* ways took the Defign of it to be, to prevent the Officers 

* or Soldiers being prefent in any Town or Place opon any 
•fuch Occafion ; for if they are allowed to be prefent, they 
« may fall upon twenty Ways to influence, and even to ovcr- 

* awe the Elei^ioni without its being poffible to prove any 
' overt A€t againft them, fo as to indiA them at common 

* Law upon the Sutute oi Edward the Ift. 
*• This was^ my Lords, what made the Bill now before 05 

* neceffary j the Defign of the Motion was, and whfen your 

* Lordfhips agreed to that Motion, I moft think your Defign 

* was, to make it criminal in any Officer or Soldier^ to be 

* prefent in any Place during the Time of an £ledi<Mi, un- 
' lefs he was there as an Eledor ; but if your Lordfhips agree 
' to. the Amentlmentnow propofed^ you alter the whole J a- 
' tention of the Bill 3 you make it indeed criminal in the Se- 

* cretary at War, not to iffue fuch Orders as are direded by 

* the Bill, but you do not make it criminal in zh Officer or 
< Soldier to be prefent in any Place during the Time of an 

* Eledion s at leaft, you do not make it a Crime for which 

* he may be legally tried at common Law : Nay, in my 
' Opinion, it will not be fo criminal^ after the paffing of this 

* Bill, as it was before; for» before the bringing in of this 

* Bill, an Officer did not know but that he might be brought 

* to a Trial at common Law, if he remained in any Town^ 

* or returned to it during the Tiffi« of Election | whereais 

< hereafter^ 
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< hereafteTt if he brings his Regiment, Troop or Company AjdiioS. Ceo. II. 

< to the Ytry Place of £]e£Uon. and plants Gentries to attend , '735* 
« the Poll-boob, he knows how he is to be tried ; he is to ' 

< be tried by his Brother-Officers in a Court-martial, and I 
« do not know bat their Sentence may be pleaded in Bar, to 

< any future Indi£bnent brought againik him upon the Sta- 

* tute of E^warii the M ; ior what Interpretations may 

* hereafter be put upon this laft Law, cannot now be fo eafi- 

* ly determinea: And therefore, I hope, your Lordfliips 

* V ill pais the Bill in the fame Shape the learned Judges have 

* brought it in . uniefs fome more convincing Reaion than any 
' ' I have yet heard fliould be given, for turning it into a Shape ^ 

' very different from that in which it is at preient.* 

The Reply was in SobAance, as follows, viz, 

* My Lords, what W2S the Defign of other Lords, when Reply. 
' they moved for, or agreed to, the Order for bringing in 

* this Bill* I Ihall not pretend to determine ; but all I thought 

* wa<^ intended, either by the Motion or Order, was, to lay 
' Miniilers, in time to come, under a legal Obligation Of do- 
' ing that which MiniileYs in time pafl have always done 
' without -any Obligation, but what an>fe from the great Re- 
' gard they have always fhewn to the Freedom of our £lec- 

* tions. From this Regard, Care has always hitherto been 

* taken, when there was to be an Eledion at a Place where 

* any Troops were quartered, to fend Orders for the Troepar 
' to remove to fame other PUce during the time of the Elec* 
' tion ; and all I expeded was to be done by the Law pro-^ 
' pofed, W'lS, toenail, chat fuch Orden fbould always be 

* fent upon tvery fuch future Occaiion. This was my only 

* Deiign, when I agreed to the Order for bringing in this 
' Bill i and this De£gn would be fully accompHlhed hj the 

* Bill, when amended as has been propofed. I never in- 

* deed once imagined, that the Officers and Soldiers fhould 

* be fibfolutely banifhed from any fuch Place during the time 

* of an Ele^ipn ; I could not imagine^ that it was to be 
^ made highly criminal in any Officer to appear as a private 

* Geptleman in any (uch PUce, in order to viiit his Friends 

* in the Town, or to drink a Glafs with any Gentleman of 
' his Acquaintance, who might {lerhaps come into Town' 

* upon that Occafion ; and I moft think, that thepaffingof 

* fuch a Law would really be doing them a very great In- 
' jury ; it would be treating them as Enemies, not as Sub* 

* je61s ; whereas, while our Army continues upon its prefent 
' Footing, I think both .the Officers and Soldiers ought to 

* be looked on, not'ODly as Subjeds, but as Sobjeds as much 

1735. Mmm < concerned 
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AfuioS.Geo.n. ' concerned as any other in the Preferration of our Confii. 
1735* ^ ( ttttioDy and of the Freedom of our Eledions. 

* * I was likewife, my Lords, far from fuppofing, or ever 

< designing, that it (hould, by Law, be pat abfolutely out of 
« the Power of the Troopi to remain in the Town, or to re- 
« turn to the Town where an Eledion happened to be, even 
« ina CafeoftheutmoftNeceffityandDangeri for, tfaoagh 

< I do not think we need be at prefent under any very great 

* Apprehenfions of Inforreftions or Invaiions, yet I think we 

< ought hot to pafs a Law, which may tend diredly to en* 

* courage them : It cannot, Ws true, be fuppofed, that any 

< fuch great Number of Men can meet at anyone Place o£ 

* EledUon, as may endanger the Government i but fuch a 
' great Number may meet in a few Days at the Place of an 

* Ele^ion, and may form themfelvet into fuch a regular 

< Body, if tli^ have but two or three Days time for that Por- 
« pofe, as to put it out of the Power of the Troop in that 

* Neighbourhood to difperfe them ; nay, to oblige the Troops 

* in that Neighbourhood to march off and leave them] by 

* which means two or three fuch Sodies of Men, formed at dif- 

< f erent Places in the time of a general Ekdion, may be aUe to 
« join together, and thereby form fuch a Body as might cih 

< danger the Government: Then as to Invaitons, die very 
^ Day of an Eleftion at any of our Sea-port Towns, cannot 
^ indeed be known till after it is appointed ; but after the 
' WritsareiiFuedfbr a new Parliament, theDaysof Elediott 

* may be nearly guefs*d at, and a foreign Enemy, by good 
' Intelligence, might very eafily take their Meafures, fo as 

< to come to land at feme of our Sea*port Towns on the veiy 
^ Day of Eledion ; upon fuch an Emetgency, the Officer 

* would certainly be excufed if he marchnl his Troops into 

* Town, in order to attack them ; but till they began to 

* land, he would not venture the Breach of fuch a fevere 
^ Law, and after their having began to land, it would be 

< too late for him to march from the Quarters affigned him 
^ during the Time of Eledion, which might probably be at 
^ three or four Miles Difhnce from that Town. 

< With refpe£l to Tumults and Riots, my Lords, the Rea- 
^ fon of the fevere Law againft them is very well known, and 

* may be remembered by feveral of your I^rdihips : At that 

< Time, even with the Affifbnce of the regular Troops, the 
^ civil Power was fddom or ever able to quell the Riots and 

* Tumults that happened, till after they had done much 

< Mifchief ; and if the regular Troops were quite out of the 
^ Cafe, I am convinced we fhould, at manvElc^ons, have 

* fuch Tumults as could not be foon quelled by the dvil 
5 Power, though now armed with fuch afereireLawi for 

♦ your 
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^ ytfox Lor4(hips maft confider^ that fuch l^imults or Riots AonoS.Ceo.^tr. 

" arc feldom made, by thofe who have a Right to vote at ^ns^ 
any Ele^oa ; and it often happens that thde Candidates^ '^ ^ 
who have the Majority of the Mob apaa their Side» have 
the Majority of lesal Voters againfl them } at all which 
Places^ it ii probabk^ we ihould have dangerous and very 
mifchievoosTomultSt ifthe Mobwereaflurod* that the re- 
gular Troops could not be brought againft them : They 
would very much defpife the Proclamation againft Riots, if 
they knew, that there was ho armed Force»fufficient for put- 
ting theLawin£xecution,after that Proclamation was read. 
' As it might be of the mod dai^erous Confequence, by 
an expre& Law, to lay an abfolute and a peremptory Obli- 
gation upon the Troops, not to remain in, or return to^ 
any Town, during the Time of an Eledxon, notwithihind- 
in^ the greateil Neceffity and Danger ; {o, my Lords, it 
might be of the moft dangerous Confequence, by an expreb 
Law, to give a Power to the Troops to remain in, or to 
return to luch a Town» whenever they thought there ^as 
any Neceffity for their fo doing > but I hope your Lord*- 
ihips will confider, that there is a Teiy great Difference bo* 
tween a Power given by Ad of Parliament^ and that Power 
which arlfcs from the immediate Neceffity a Man is under : 
In the firft Cafe, the Profecntor muil ihew, that the Perfon 
profecuted exceeded the Power given him by Law, which, 
m many Caics, could not be fo eafily done ; in the laft» 
the Perxm profecuted will certainly be condemned, nnleie 
he cai^ ihew, to the Satisfadion of the Court, the Neceffity 
he was under : Thus, by the Amendment now propofed, 
the Secretary at War is to be (Mged to fend his Orders to 
the Troops to remove ; and, hj another Law pafled this 
Seffion, the Troojps are obligeci, under very fevere Penal- 
ties, to obey thofe Orders ; nothing then can excufe their 
Difobedience, but fome very unforefeen and dangerous £- 
mergency,and that Emergency muft be made appear to the 
Court, by the Officers who are guilty of fuch Difobedience. 
' I am as fenfible, my Lords, and as much apprehenfive 
of the Dangers to which we may be expofed, by the De- 
figns of wicked Miniflers, as any Lord in thi< Houfe, and 
(hall always be for ufing all proper Precautions agaioil the 
Defiensof fuch. For this Reafon I agreed to the bringing 
in of this Bill ; and as I am of Opinion that the Amend- 
ment now ofiered, will not derogate, in the leaft, from 
its Efficacy againft fuch Deiigns, therefore I can make no 
Difficulty in ameing to it ; for by the Bill, when amende 
ed as propofed, it Will be impoffible for any Miniiler to 
encroach upon Une Freedom ot aur Elediops, by means of 
1735. Mmm a ^ the 
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Antio S.Geo. II. ' Army, onlefs we fappofe all the OiEoen of our Amy lb 
1735- * abandoned, at to facriiice their Honour^ their Confcicnce, 

* and their C oontry, to the Favour of a Miniiler ; whkh b a 
' Suppofition, I am fure» we have no Groand to make 
« from pail Experience : As the Gffieers of our Amw maft 
< always be Suojedls of Gnat Britain^ we cannot iappuTe 
"■ fuch a general Depravity of Manners amoif them» without 

* fuppofing the iame Depravity among all other Ranks of 

* Men in this Kingdom ; and againft fuch a Dep&vity it is 
' impoiiible to provide : Minifters will always have it in their 

* Power to bellow Preferments and Rewards, upon Jadges 

* at Ccmmon Law, as well as upon Officets of the Army s 

* and in cafe of fuch a general Depravity, we mnft fuppole 
' the former infected with it as well as the latter ; in which 

* Cafe, the Freedom of our Eledions would be no better ie- 

* cm«d,by fubjeding the Offioers to a Trial at Common Law, 
^ than by fubjeding them to a Trial before a Coort-Martia], 

* * Tis true, my Lords, it baa always been thought im- 

* proper to have regular Troops in any Place where an Elec* 

* tion is carrving on ; and in this general Opinion I readily 

* join ; I do think it is improper, but I cannot think itqm'te 
** fo dangerous as it has, in this Debate, been rcpiefented i 
' for rrally I cannot well form to m>fc]f an Idea of any Prac- 
' tices that either Officer or Soldier could be guilty of, for 
' over*awing, or encroaching upon, the Freedom ofan Elec- 

* tion, without expoiing themfelves to an Indi^hnent upon 

* the Statute of Ediuard the firft. I am fure, M they threat* 

* encd any Ele£lor, or, by Force, prevented any Ekdor 

* from. coming to give has Vote, that Eledor would be a good 
*' Evidence for the King ; upon his fingle Oath, a Bill of In- 

* di^bnent would probably be found by the Grand Jury ; 
^ and I do not know but upon his fingle Evidence, if corro- 

* borated with ^ny Circumflances, they might be fiwud 

* guilty upon the Trial ; fo that I am apt to bdieve, it 
^ ii'ould be impolTible for the Officers or Sk>ldiers, to nuke 

* ufe of any fuch Practices, as would be cffc&ial forover- 

* awirg, or givmg a Turn to an Eleftion, without expofing 

* themieives to a certain Danger, not only of bemg profe- 
' cuted, but of being convidled at common Law, upon the 

* Statute i have mentioned ; and therefore, unlefs we fuppofe 
' a Miniiler to have the Direction of our Courts of Law, as 
VweU as cf our Courts-Martial^ I doubt much if he could 

* prevail upon many Officers to join with hini, in over-aw- 

* tng or encroaching npon the Freedom of our EleAions. 
•That the Bill now before us, or the Amendment propofed, 

' ihould in the leafl derogate ^m the Statute of Ed<ward 
[ the firft, is what I cannotj my LordSi appivhend : If an 

•Oficer 
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' Officer difobcjrs the Orders of the Secretary at War, and amoS. Geo: If. 
< remains in, or returns to, any Town, daring the Time of 173 >• 

* an Elcftion, he is, for foch Difobedicncc, to be tried by a ^— -\r-*^ 

* Coart-Martial ; but for any Encroachment upon the Free- 

* dom of an ElediOn, he is not furcly to be tried by a 
' Court-Martial ; and therefore no Trial by a Court Martial 

* can ever be pleaded in Bar, to an Indidment upon the Sta« 

* tutcof Edward the firft. By that Statute, he may ftill be 
' tried at common Law, if he openly encroaches upon the 
' Freedom of any Ele&ion ; and by the Bill now before us, 

* when amended as propofed, he may be tried by a Court- 

* Martial, and fcvercly paniflicd, if he keeps the Troops in 

* the Town, or returns to the Town where an Eledlion is 

* carrying on, without a very immediate Neceffity for his fo 

* doing: By thefe two Methods, I think, the Freedom of 
' our Elcftions will be fufficiently fecured, againft all En- 

* croachments from our Army ; and therefore I ihall be for 
' agreeing to the Amendment propofed.* 

The Qucftion being then put for agreeing to the Amend- ^^^n^^^j 
ment, it was, upon a Divifion, carried in the Afcmativc, carried, 
by 70 to 35. 

The Motion for the Amendment, was made by the DnkeSpeakei*. 
of Ne<wcaftle^ and fupported by the Earl oi Cbolmondeley, the 
Earl of fFarwici, the Lord Hardnvick, and the Lord Chan- 
cellor : It was oppofcd by the Earl of A^Usford^ the Earl of 
Abingdon^ the Earl of Angle fea^ the Earl of Cbefterjuld, th6 
Earl of Scarborough^ the Lord Onflow^ the Earl of Win-' 
thelfea^ the Lord Bathurfij and the Lord Carteret, 

At laft the Preamble of the faid Bill* was read (the Pre- Motion for an- 
amble being always the laft Part of the Bill which is read in other Aiaend- 
the Committee upon the Bill) and a Motion was made, that"^«»^* 
thefe Words, viz. * To the end therefore that the fame 

* may be fafely tranfinitted to Pofterity, and for the avoid- 

* ing any Inconveniences that may arife thereunto, from any 
' Regiment, Troop or Company, or any Number of Soldiers, 

* which ihall be quartered or billeted within any City, Bo- 

* rough, Town or Place, where any Eledlion of Member or 

* -Members to ferve in Parliament, or of the fixteen Peers to 

* reprefent the Peerage of Scotland in Parliament, or of any 
' of them, (hall be appointed to be made,* ihould be left 
out; and that, inftead of them, thefe Words, wx, *That 
« it hath been the conftant Ufage and Pra£lice, to caufe any 
« Number of Soldiers, quartered in any Place appointed for 
' eledins Member? to ferve in Parliament, to remove out of 

' * the 



AofloS. Geo.IL' the fiune daring the Time of EleOion/ flionld be fiib^ 
1735*6. ftitatcd. 

Upon this Motion there was another Debate^ in whkh 
the Argument for the Motion was in Subftance thos^ visa. 



Arpimettt for iti 



* My Lords, I have joined heartily with yoiir Lbrdflups, 
in every Step that has been taken^ towards the bringing in 
and paking the Bill now before as, and fball be ready to 
join in every future Step, that may be neoeflary for oooi- 
pletmg fo good a Work ; but^ my Lords, there is one 
Conflderadon that has all along g^ven me a good deal of 
Concern ; and the prefent I uke to be the piy)per Time 
for explaining myfelf to your Lordihips^ and for ofeing 
fomething to obviate the only Inconvenience that is to be 
apprehend^ from the Bill, as it now Hands. It is an 
Opinion, my Lords, that almoft univerfally prevaib with* 
out Doors, that no Bill of this Nature is ever brought into 
Parliament, much leis pafled into a Law, but for reflaedy 
ine ibme Grievance that has been felt and ounplained o£ 
*Tis true your Lordihips may, and do often, A'om your 
Prudence and Forefight, order Bills to be brought in« 
and pafs Laws for the preventing of Grievances in time to 
come, though no fuch Grievance has before been §dt or 
complained of; but thofe who are not acquainted with 
your Method of proceeding in this Refped ; thofe who 
are unacquainted with the Motives, which may have in- 
duced you to bring in or pafs any fuch Bill; are always 
more apt to impute it to your Experience, in times paii^ 
than to your Precaution for time to come : This Confide* 
ration has, all along, given me great Concern ; I am 
afiaid that evil-mind«i reople may, from our pauEEng of 
this Bill, take Occafion to throw unjuft Reflexions upon 
his Majefty's Government, as if fome Ufe'had lately beea 
made of the Troops, for over-awing or encroaching upon 
the Freedom of Eledions ; and as there is fiiU a Party in 
the Kingdom, difafFedled to his Majefty and his Family, 
it is not to be doubted but that they will make ufe of 
this Handle, for fowing Jealoufies and Fears among hit 
Majefly*s befl Subjedls. 

* This Confideration, my liords, weighty as it is, ought 
not to prevent our pafling fo good a Bill; but I think we 
ought to take all pofllble Precautions to prevent fuch a &- 
tal Confequence; and this, I think, can only be done, by 
leaving out fome of the Words in the Preamble, and in* 
ferting others in their Stead, as I fhall immediately pro- 
;q&^ Yqdt I^Qidihips all kflow, that the bringing in of 

« Chia 
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* this Bill, was not occafioned by a Complaint againft ^y^^J^OtoAT. 

* Ufe that has lately been made of the regular Troops ; '^^' 

* your Lordfliips muft be all fenfible, that his Majefty's 

< Wifdom and Goodnefs is fuch, that he would, by no 

* means, permit any of his Troops to be made ufe of, for 
^ over-awing or encroaching upon the Freedom of any 
' Eledions and therefore, to fatisfy the People, and to 

< prevent his Majefty*s Enemies from getting any Pretence, 

* for throwing Reproaches upon hb Government, I hope 
' your Lordihips will agree to this Amendment in the Pre- 

< amble, that thefe Words, To, (sTr/ (moved as before- 
mentioned.) 

The Anfwer wastothi$£flfe6l, njlx. 

* As I have, my Lords, as firm an Attachment to Anrwer. 
' bis Majefty and the prdent happy Efbblifliment, as 
any Man in the Kingdom, I can never hear his Majefty's 

* Name or his Government brought into any Debate with- 
' oat the utmoft Concern ; and it has of late become fa 

* coftomary, to bring the facred Name of the King into every 
' Debate, that I wiih there were fome Order or fome Re- 
' gulation made, for preventing the Pradice in time to 

* come. Shall we netrer find Fault with any Meafure taken 

* by MiniHers; fhall we never propofe any Regulation for 
' preferving our Liberties, agamil any future wicked Ad- 
' miniffaration, but we muft be told, it will ivfled upon his 

* Majefty and his Government ? My Lords, we are, upon 

* all Occafions, to diftinguifh between the King and his Mi- 

* niilers ; between the King^s Government and the Minifters 
' Adminiflration : His Majefty and his Government are fo 

* facred, they can never be the Snbjed of any of our De- 
^ bates, and therefore ought never to be mentioned ; but 

* the Minifters and their Adminiftration, may often deferve 
' our moft fevere Animadverfions : This Diftindion, my 

* Lords, is not only known in this Koofe, but is known to 

* all the People of the Kingdom ; and therefore, whatever 

* Surmifes may be raifed, whether juft or unjoft, they can 

* never af!ed his Majefty or his Government ; becaufe, if any 
' thing has adlually been done, which ought not to be done, 

< every Man muft fuppofe it was done without his Majefty^t 

< Knowledge, and will never meet with his Approbati* 

* on. 

' With regard to your Majefty then, my Lords, or hit 
f Government, your Lordftups have no manner of Reafoa 

< to be under any Concern, about the CoAfoqnences of this 
f Pilli pr CQ alter or add woj Words for preventing anv 
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AflnoS.Geo.iI ' Gmfequences it can be attended with. At to tbelfini^ 
>735- ^ ' ilers AdminiArationy indeed, I do not know but this Bill 

* may occafion fome Surmkes that may aflfed them, and it 

* is impoflible to prevent fuch ; for the very bringing in c( 
' this Bill, will certainly give ground to fuppofe that iome 
' irregular Ufe has lately been xnade of the Troops, with 
' xefyeSt to EledUons. I (hall agree with the noble Lords 

* of the other dde of the Queftion, in this, that it is die 
' general Opinion, that fucK Bills are feldom brought in, 

* but for remedying fome Grievance that has been felt ; 

* nay. Til go farther, I believe there is. a great deal of 
' Reafon for fuch an Opinion ; for it is very well known, 
' that when any Bill is offered for preventing a Grievance, 
' one of the moil powerful Arguments made ufe of againft 

* Vy by a certain Sort of Men, who always oppofe fuch 
' Bills, is, that fuch a Grievance was never yet complained 
' of, there&re why (hould you apprehend it, or make any 

* Provifion againfl it ? And this Aigument is generally found 
' to be of fuch Weight, that People feldom venture to 
' bring in or propofe any Bill for preventing a Grievance, 

* till after it has been feverely felt, and generally, as well 
' as loudly, complained of. As this is generally the Cafe, 
' J do not fee how it is po£ible to prevent fuch Sunnifes 
' againU the Adminiftration ', and what is now propofed to 
' be inferted by the noble Duke, will, I am afr^d, add 
' Credit to fuch Surmifes ; for the Words he propofes to 
' infert, will certainly be taken by the Generality of People 

* without doors, as inferted by the Minifbers, by way of 

* Vindication ; and 1 remember an old Saying, which, upon 
' this Occafion, I mufl beg leave to repeat; Ni/m fmd 
' malt fecum fit Expurgaiio, 

* For this Reafon, my Lords, the Worfls propofed to be 

' inferted, can, in my Opinion, no way contribute to the 

' Vindication of the Minillry ; and as they feem to im|^7 

' a Compliment, not to his Maje^y's Government, but to 

' the Miniiler^s Adminiib-ation^ I think it below the Dignity 

' of thisHoufe topafs fuch a Compliment, when we do not 

^ know whether it be true or not ; for, as we have made no 

^ Enquiry; as not the leajQL Prooif has been laid before as ; we 

' cannot, as Memben of this Houfe, dechure that it has been 

^ the PrsLdice, to caufe the Soldiers, quartered in any Place 

' appointed for ele6ling Members to ferve in Parliament, to 

remove out of the fame during the Time of Eleflion. Nay, 

I am fure we cannot with any JuiUce fay, it has been the 

cmfiani Pradice ; becaufe it has been lately affirmed in thi* 

Houfe, by Perfons of great Authority^ and not contradided, 

chat It has not been the conflajit PraAice ; jpd^therefore 1 

z * hope. 



( 4Si ) 

^ hope, even tlic noble Duke himfclf will agree, to leave AtooS. Oco.ll 
the word confiant out of the Amendment he propofes. 17 }5. 

' fiat now, my Lords, I come to the Words propoied to ^ 
be left out ; and there, indeed, we have Reafon to ap- 
prehend Surmifcs, Surmiies of the mod terrible Natare, . 
becaufe they will not only affed the Adminiflration, but 
the Honour of this Houfe. When the People hear that a 
Bill was brought in by the learned Judges, for tranfmitting 
fafely tO our Poilericy, thofe Rights and Privileges we re- 
ceived from our Anceilors, by preventing the Influence of 
Officers and Soldiers in our Eledlions ; and when they hear 
that we £rll ftruck out the Clauie. for fubjedling Officers 

• and Soldiers to a Trial at common Law, and then ftruck 
out thofe facred Words in the Preamble, will they not 
naturally furroife, that we flruck that Claufe out of the 
Bill, and thofe Words out of the Preamble, on purpofe 
that thofe Rights and Privileges, which we received from 
our Anceilors, might not be tranfmitted fafely to our Po- 
fterity ? Will it not be furmifed, that the Neceflity for 
fuch a fiill was fo evident, that there was no withilanding 
the paffing of fome Sort of fiill, but a Majority of this 
Hou& had taken care to leave out all thoie Words nnd 
Claufes, which the learned Judges thought were neceifary 
for making it effeftual ? Thefe are Surmiles, my Lords; 
we ought highly to regard ; and confidering the folemn 
Manner in which the fiill was brought in, confidering the 
Charadter of thofe who prepared it, confidering the Im- 
portance of the Affair it relates to, we have great Reafon' 
to apprehend, that there will be fuch Surmifes. 
* The inferting of thefe Words at the End of the Pre- 
amble, (hews the Care and Concern the learned Judges 
have for the Prefervation of our Conflitution, and looks 
fomething like the Invocations which, upon all fuch Occa- 
fions, the ancient Heathens made ufe of towards their 
Gods ; fo that there really feems to be fomething facred 
in them, and I cannot but look upon it as a Sort of De- 
votion, when I argue againft turning fuch facred Words 
oat of the Preamble of this Bill. Thefe Words are no 
way inconiiftent with the Compliment propofed to be in- 
ierted ; fo that if your Lordfhips (hould agree to make, 
this Compliment, you may, neverthelcis, leave the other 
Words (landing as they are: I cannot really form to my 
felf the Reafon for expunging them, ualefs it be to fup- 
pofe, that you are afraid of giving the People too high a 
Notion of their Rights and Privileges, and too warm an 

; AfFeflion for them ; which is an Apprehenfion I am fure 

none of your Lordihips can entertain ; and therefore I hope 

1735. Nn n * tke 
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Aiino8.G«o.n. ' the ndbleDoke will either drop his Motion wkolhr, of 
I-' 3 5- 'at lead the firfl Fart of it: But if he infifls upon the 
l^'V"^ • whole, it ought leriainly to be feparated, bccaufe fomc 

* Lords may be for inierting the Words propofed to be in- 

* ferted, and againft kaving oat the Words propofed to be 

* left out ; and other Lords may perhaps be of a quite am- 

* trary Opinion.* 

To this it was Relied in Suhflance as follows, vis:. 

Iteply. « Whatever there may be, my Lords, in that Di^ndion, 

' between his Majcfty*s Government and the Adminiftration 

* of his Minifters, however well it may be onderftood ik 
' this Houfe, I am afraid it is not fo generally imderflood 
< without £)oors ; and therefore I hope your Lordfliips will 

* all agree with me in this, that it can be of no Service to 

* his Majefly or to his Government, to raife groandle&and 

* falfe Surmifes againft the Adminifiration of liis Miaiflen : 
« And as it cannot be faid,as there cannot be the I^ft Pretence 

* for faying, that ever any Eledion was over-awed by the 

* regular Troops, therefore I think it is abfolntely neceflary 

* to infert in fuch a Bill as this, fome Words for preventing 
' any fuch Surmife i and I muft think, that no Words can 

* be invented more proper for that Purpofe than thofcthat 

* have been propofed. There may, perhaps, have been 

* one, or a very few late Inilances, where the Troops did 

* not remove from the Place of Eledion as nfual ; but if 

* that Afiair were enquired into, it would, I believe, appear, 
« there were very fumcient Reafons for their not removing; 

* fuch Reafons as, I believe, would convince every Lord 

* of this Houfe, that it would be of the moft dangeroos 

* Confequence to pafs this Bill, in the Shape in which it 

* was brought in. However, to avoid any ^srther Difpate irt 
« this particular, your Lordfhips may leave the Word «»- 
' flant cut of the Amendment that has been oflSrred, and 

* then, I hope, that Part of the Amendment will be una- 

* nimoufly agreed to ; for to declare the Truth upon any 

* Occafion, 1 can never take to be what is properly called 

* a Compliment, nor can I take fuch a Declaration to .be 

* below the Dignity of this Houfe, efpecially whea necefla- 

* ry for preventing onjuft Surmifes, which, it muft, atlesft, 
' be granted, could be of no great Service to his Majefty or 

* his Government. 

* As to the Words pVopo'H to be left out, I take it. my 

* Lords, to be a general Rde, ' that no fuperfluous and an- 
' neceflary Words ought to be inferted in any Bill ; for the 

* fiiorter any Law is^ it is ceruinly the better^ provided 

* the 
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^ die Meaning and Intention of the Law be fuMy and clearly Anm>8. G«q. ir. 

* expceiied; any iiiperfluoos and unneceflary Words, in- »735- 

* felted either in the Preamble or in any of its Claufes, fervc ^"^^~ -^ 
^ onfy to confound the true Meaning and Intention of the 

* Law, and to raife Doubts and DiiHculties, when it comes 

* afterwards to be applied to any particular Cafe that may 

* occur. Of this Nature I take thofe Words to be, which 
' are now propofed to be left out : I look upon them as 
' altogietJb^ unnecefikry and fuperfluous ; for the End and 

* Xntencion of the Bill, appears fully and clearly in every 
' CUufeof it; and tlierefore it is very unneceflary to de- 
' clai« in the Preamble, for what End it was propofed cr 
' |>afled: This, my Lords, I take to be the true and the 
' only Reafon, for moving to have thofe Words left out ; 
^ jind the Heafoa is fo ilrong and {o obvious, that I think 
' it impofible the leaving them out fhould occafion any un- 
' juft Reflexions againil the AdminiHration, or againil tbs 
■* Honour oi this Honie ; and, as the Reafon for inferting 
' the other Wocds, is as evident as the Reafon for leaving 

* thefe out, I think there is no Occaiion for feparaciog the 
' two Parts of the Queftion; being convinced, that all thofe 

* who are againft any one part of it, will be againil the 

* whole ; as, on the contrary, that all thofe who are for 
' any one Part, will be for the whole, as it now Hands.'* 

After this, it being agreed to leave the Word conftani out QuefllooparsMfi} 
of the Amendment, the Queflion was put npon the Amend- the Affirmative, 
jnent (o amended, which, upon a Divifion, was carried in 
ciie Affirmative, by 64 to 28. 

The Motion &r this Amendment was made by the Duke of Spea^is, 
N£weaftk I and iitpported by the Earls of Cboimondeley and 
Cariifle. The ^>cikers agamft it, were, the Earl of Aylej- 
Jhrd^ the £arl c£ Jnghfea, the Earl ^ChifttrJUld^ the Lord 
B^urft, and the Lord C^//r^. 

Next Day the Lord Delawar reported from the Onnmittce Earf of Ayks>. 
joS the whole Houie, the Amendments made by them to the/or</'9 Motion to 
/aid Bill ; and the fame being read by the Clerk, the Earl of^'^^^^^^ <he ^ 
Ayltsfird movediy for recommitting the Bill j upon wijich the ^'^'^ ^^^^^^ 
C^fiion was put; hot, upon a Di^ifion it was carried in the ^"^^^ ^^ '^' 
Negative, "by 6 1 to 3 3 . 

Then the £rft Amendment was read a fec<MKl time, which xhcfiri^ Amend* 
•VKas to leave out the latter Part of the Preamble, and to mtnt read. 
iubftitote Words inflead thereof, reciting, ■ That it hath 

* been the Ufage and Pradice, to caufe any Number of 

* Soldien, quartered in any Place appointed for eliding 

* Members to £:xve in Parliament, to renK>ve out of the 

* fame durinc; the Time of Eledlion." as befiue mention- 
ed. ^ 

1735. Nnnz Which 
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^nnpS.Qee.II. Which being objefled to, after fome new Debate, the 
1735* Queflion was put. Whether to agree with tbeNComnuttceia 
C/'^/'NJ the laid Amendment ? 

Apd agreed to. Jt was refolved in the Affirmative, Content 6i, Nat Cm- 
tent 33. . 

DifentUnt. 

Protcft thereon. , gccaufe we conceive thcfc Words, { Tatbe EnA there- 
fore , that the fame may he fafely tranfmitted to Pofieritfy mid 
for the ifvoiding any IncoH*vemeuce that mwf ari/e theremntQ 
from any Regiment, Troop or Company, or any Number of Sol- 
diersy nvhichfljall he quartered or hil/eted ivithin any City, Bo* 
rough, Ton,vn or Place^ ivhere any E/edion of Member or 
Members to ferve in Parliament, or of thefixteen Peers to re- 
frejent the Peerage of Scotland in parliament, or of eaey rf 
them, Jball he a^inted to he made ) extremely proper in a 
Bill, calculated to prefcrve to us and our Poilerity the En- 
joyment of our Liberties, by fecuring the Freedom of Elec- 
tions i befides that, in our Opinion, it feems very extraordi- 
nary, to leave out Words that fingly intimate oar Dcfire oi 
tranfmitting to Pollerity, the Liberties we enjoy oufeives. 

2 . Bccaufe we cannot conceive, that there was any Wdght 
in the Argument urged for omitting tliefe Words, vie. ** That 
they carried an Imputation, that fome Fa6^s had been com- 
mitted contrary, to the Freedom of Elcdions, which this 
Bill was to prevent for the future : " Whereas, in our Opi- 
nion, it is fo much the contrary, that we think the leaving 
out thefe Words, the natural Importance of which cany no 
Imputation at all, may poilibly be omilraed, as aConfci- 
oufnefs of fome irregular Ufe made of Troops at ELedions, 
which, it might be apprehended, thefe Words might point 
out, efpecially fmce Reports of that Nature have of late 
been fpread, whether well-grounded or not, we do not take 
. upon ourfelves to determine. 

Denbigh, Chefterfield, Litchfield, Bolton, ThemH, Car* 
terete Beauford, Lincoln, Coventry, Ointon, Berl- 
Jhire, 'Cra*ven, Huntington, Cobham, Batbnrfl, 
Shafisbury^ Boyle, Montjoy, Ker, Brie^ewattr, 
Jnglefev, Gower, Foley, H^incbeifea and Notting&am, 
HoFuerJham. 

The three next Amendments were read a fecond tine, 
and fevcralJy agreed 10. ' 

Then 
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Then the fifth Amendment was read a fecond time, being Anno 8. GeoklX, 
to leave oac thcfe Words, wk. * And every fuch Regiment, '73 5- 

• Troop or Company, or other Number of Soldiers as ^' ^^^ ^ 

* aforefaid, fhaU, upon the Receipt of fuch Orders, march. ^^^*J 4"*^' 

Propofed to agree with the Committee in the faid Amend- 
ments. 

Which being objedcd to» after Debate, the t^eflion was And agreed to, 
pat upon the iaid PiopofiitioD, and it was xefolved in the 
Affirmative. 

The next Amendment was read a fecond time^ and 
agreed to. . 

Then the next Amendment was read a fecond time, be- a$ Ilkcwlfe Uie 
ing to leave out the fecond enadling Claufe, which was, to £xtix. 
ii^id Penalties and Puniihments on Officers and Soldiers, 
who ihould refbfe or negle£l to remove out of Places, at the 
Time of Eledtions, and to fubili'tute Words, inHifting Pu- 
nifhments on the Secretary at War, in cafe he negleSs to 
iifue Orders for fuch Removal. 

And it being propofed to agree with the Committee in that 
Amendment, 

After fome new Debate, the Qnellion was put there- 
upon. 

And it was refolved in the Affirmative, Content tj^, Ntt 
ContiHt 33. 

Difftntwit, 

1. Becaufe we conceive, that the leaving out this Claufe, Proteft tliortea, 
is, in Reality, defeating the EI&61 aiid Intention of the 

whole Bill ; a Bill thought fo necefTary by the whole Houfe, 
that the learned Judges were mtanimoufly ordered to pre- 
pare and bring it in, in lien of a Claufe to the fame Pur- 
pofe, offered to be inferted in the Annual Ad to pre<vent 
Mtttify ami Difertimt* 

2. Becaufe we think it much more neceflary, that Officer9' 
and Soldiers (hould be fubje£t to be tried by the civil Power, 
for an Offence of this high Nature againft the Conftitution 
in general, than for quartering a Man contrary to the Me- 
thod prefcribed by the A A to prevent Mutiny and Defertion ; 
for which Crime they are, at prefent, liable to be tried and 
cafbiered by the civil Magiibrate. 

3. Becaufe we conceive, that this Offence being an 
Offimce of the higheft Nature againft the civil Government, 
is properly cognizable by the civil Magiftrate only, tod 
moU improperly referved to the Dcternvjuaation of a Court- 

Martial. 
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AiaoS. Geo.II* Martial. Offences zpdu& militiuy Difiaplioe ere juMj tc- 
1735. fenred for the DecUion qf a Comt-MavtiaJ, at amfitiiig of 
Peribns of the iame Pr o&ffi<Hi, 'aad coQfei{oenriy the pcoper* 
cii Judges ; and^ by a Parky of Reafooing, we onoewe the 
civil Magifirate the £tteft Judge of owiL OSeooB. We can- 
not therefore but fear, that a Court-Martial may cooibft of 
Perfons who m^ be at leaft igoonuit, and, jpaSU^ kB&y 
and partial Judges of the Merin of an EkOion. 

4. Becauib the Intcyitm of iheBiil heiiig to pievcBt any 

Infults from Troops during the Time of Eledions, we AnuM 
provide a^iifift all po£Ue Dangen ; and tlM>% doriog his 
Majefty's Reign, we apprehend no Ml Ufe vitt be made o£ 
the Troops ; yet, in future Tine, Mintflen nia|r pnevafl, 
whole unpopukr and deceftad Adniniftntion nay' kafc 
them DO hopes of Security from a fiee-elafiUMi Pariiamcnt, 
and reduce them to the violent and illegal Method of cm- 
ploying thofe Troops, kept up by the Corropdon of oie 
Parliament, in the fonciUe EledaoOt or rather Nomination 
of another : In which Cafe, no Remedy can be iioped £tf 
againil Officers fo offending, finot , as the A£L now fiaods, 
they can only be tried by a Court-Martial, and a Gomt- 
Martial can only be appointed by the Crown ; and, amfe- 
quently, the fame wicked Minifter, who may hereafter ad- 
vife fuch an Attempt upon our ConHitution, will not be 
likely to permit his guilty Agents to fuffer, bat the Merits 
of their Crime will carry Impunity along with it. 

^. Becaufe we cannot conoeivediat the Aipunentsdruiii 
from a Pofiibility of a Riot at an Ele^ion, or of a RefadH- 
on or Invasion during the Time of £l^£d6D» wherein the 
Affiflance of military Power may be noceffary, were in any 
X&gree fufficient to induce the HoaGs to leave oat thfs Qanfe; 
iince, in the Cafe of a Riot, the civil Magifimte is akeady 
armed with a vigorous penal Law, known by the Name of 
the Riot A^; and in the Caie of a Rebdiion or Inva^oo, it 
is well known, thai this and aU other Laws would he iilent. 
But on the other hand, we apprehend great laGonvcBiences 
may arifc, i£ Troops have Liberty to maroh into Towns 
during the Time of £lf 6lions, at the Raqtxifition of a paidal 
and corrupted UsA Magiftrate, who may oett a Ma^^ he 
diflikes, a Tumult, and iupply with Fosoe the Want of 
Interefl of an unknown and unqualified Candidate; by 
which mcwns the Voice of tl^ People may be drowned in 
iheNoifeof Arw. 
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6. Becanfe we apprehend, thut a very injurious and dan- Anno 8. Geo. If. 
^lOQs Conftrudtion may, by malicious People (too fpecioufly) '^^^* 
be pnt upon the leaving out of this Claule ; that although 
the Unpopularity of rejedting the Bill itfelf could not be , 

withflood, yet the eluding and enervating the Efficacy of it 
had been diredly brought about : Which Suppofitaony how- 
ever groundleCs, may give great Uneaiinefs and Apprehenfloa 
to many of his Majefty^s good Subjeds, and may bring very 
great Unpopularity upon the Adminiftcation. An Evil, by 
all poilibleMeanstobe prevented; finceHate begets Hate, 
and an Adminifbatioii, become unpopular, will foon become 
defper^te« and may endeavour to ftrengthen their craz/ 
and rotten Foundation, by tearing away, for their own Ufe, 
the Comer-Stones of the Liberty of the People. 

ChefittJUli^ dtntoH^ Kir, Denbigh^ Co^ventry^ Monij$j^ 
Litchfield^ Birk/hire^ Bridgrwatir^ Bolton^ Craven, 
^angtf Huntif^tm^ Carteret^ CMam, Beai^^rt^ 
Bathitrft^ R,Lttmh\ Sbifiesbury^ Boyie^ Wtncbdfia^ 
HanjerfljoM^ 

We differ for the above-mentioned Rtafons, except the 
third. 

ON Friditf the 2^th of jipril, the Bill for granting and Salt-BiUreia % 
continuing the Duties apon Salt, and upon red and ^^^ Ti«c» 
white Herrings, for a Term therein mentioned, was redd a 
third time in the Houfe of Lords, and a Motion being . 
made for pafTrng the Bill, the Lord Batburfi ftood up and 
fpoke to this E&dk, nn%* 

* My Lords, though the Arguments againft thb Duty, Lord BatUtfi^ 

* and againft this deftrudive Method of raifmg Money, Speech agali^ic* 

* were fo fully ftated and explamed when this Duty was laft 

* revived, that nothing now can be faid upon th6 
' Subjed ; yet as there are now feveral Lords in this Houfd 
' who were not here at that Time, I muft beg leave to re- 
' peat one of the Arguments then made ufe of, which is, 

* 1 think, now ftronger in feveral Refpefls than it was at 

* that Time. Figures, my Lords, are ftubborn things, therd 

* is no twilling t^MBm into anv Shape but that which is natu* 

* ral and right ; and fome Fads are fo evident and fo noto- 
' riottily known, that they cannot be denied or controvert- 

* ed, From thefe, vxy Lords, it mu^ appear to ever/ 

* Man 
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Anno S. Geo. II « Man who ttnderftands the common Rules of Addition,' 
'^3^ ^ « that the Nation muft, in nine Years, pay near 800,000/. 

* for the qoo,coo/. which by this Bill is to be raifed for 

* the current Service of the prefent Year : For as this Sam 

* of 500,000 /. is to be immediately borrowed at an Intereft 

* of 4 per Cent, we mufl pay the Intereft opon that whole 
' Soniy or very near it, for nin^ Years, which is an additi- 
' onal Sum the Nation muft at lafl pay, amounting to near 

* 1 8o,coo /. Then, my Lords, the Expence of railing and 
' colle6Ung this Tax for four Years longei:, mufl likewiic be 

* all paid by the Nation, and this will amount to at Icail 
' 1 20,oQo /. more ; for, according to the loweft Conxputa- 
^ tion, the Expence of collecting this Duty has adways been 

* reckoned at 25,000/. per Annum hx England , and 5000/. 
' per Annum for Scotland; this amounts to a yearly Sam of 

* 30,000 /. which in four Years amounts, as I have faid, 

* to the Sum of 1 20,000 /. Thus, my Lords, fixMn Fi- 

* gureis and Fa£ts it is plain, that for the 500,000 /. now to 

* be borrowed, the Nation muft, in nine Years, pay 500^000/. 

* for Principal, near 1 80,000 /. for Interefl, and 1 20,000/. 

* for Charges in collecting, being in all 800,000 L 
* We have heard it, my Lords, (Irongly inculcated, both 

* this Seffion and lafl, th.u, lipon the prelient Emergency, we 

* ought to endeavour to give foreign Powers great Ideas of 
' the Wealth and the Strength of this Nation, and of oar 
' Readinefs to engage in the War, in cafe we ftioald at any 

* Time hereafter find it neceffary fo to do. This, we have 
' been told, would oblige them to fet Bounds to their ambi- 

* tious Views, and give Ear to thofe reafonable Terms of 

* P&ace which his Majefty was to propofe : But when it is 

* fpread abroad, that now, in a Time of Peace, in a Time 

* of profound Tranquillity, we are borrowing Mon«y at the' 

* rate of 60 per Cent, for the current Service of the Year t 

* will any Power on Earth imagine, that we have any Wealth 
' or Power left, or that we dare engage in an expenfive and 

* dangerous War ? Surely, my Lords, we mult admit, that 

* there is fome fort of Parallel between the Circomftances of 

* a Nation, tind thofe of a private Man ; and I fubmit t^' 

* your Lordfhips, if yon would not look upon a Man 
' in private Life as a Bankrupt, if he ihould attempt to 
' borrow Money at a Premium of 60 per Cent, Therefore 

* I muH conclude, that the Powen now engaged in War, will, 

* from the vtry Cafe now before us, look upon this Nation 
' as Bankrupt, and will reckon us as unfit ^r engaging in a 

* heavy War, as a Bankrupt in private Life would be for 

* commencing an expenfive Law-fuit : And whether fuch art 

* Opinion can contribute towards obliging the Powen engaged 

I * in 
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^ in War to (et Bounds to any of their ambitioos Views, AonoS.Geo.IL 

• or to give Ear to the reafonablc Terms of Peace which his '73 5* 

* Majeity is to propofe, I leave to your Lordftiips to judge V ^— "V*— ^ 

To this no Anfwer was made, but the Qjjeflion called for, The Qucftion 
which being accordingly put, was carried in the A&imaXive, ptfsM in the 
without a DiTifion. AflSmutivc. 

JMmediately after this Bill was pafied, the Bill for ena- Motion for paf. 
bling his M^jelly to apply the Sum of one Mill on out firg the Smkinc 
the Sinking Fund, for the Service of the Year 1735, was Fund BUI, with 
f according to Order) read a third time, and a Motion made [^^ ^^^ **P°* 
for its being prtfFed, which being oppofed,, there enfued a ^ ' 
long Debate, in which the Arguments again^ the Bill were to 
diik EfFea, ^/x, 

I have often, my Lords, heard it made ufe of in this 'Argtiment a« 
Hottfe, as an Argument for our agreeing to what 'was then g^iinft iu 
before us, that it would ftrengthen his Majeily's Hands, and add 
to the Credit and Efleem of the Nation among Foreigners. 
This, my Lords, is an Argument that, when j roptrly ap- 
plied, will always have great Weight with me i and I think 
it never was, nor ever can be more properl; applied, than 
againft our agreeing to pafs this Bill. Hitherto, or at lea ft, 
till within this Year or two, the Credit and the public Faitk 
of this Nations have always been in great Eileem among Fo<* 
reigners, becaufe they faw we had not only a Power to pay 
off honourablyi all the Debts we contraded during the iail 
heavy War, but that we had the Wifdom and :he Will to do 
{0 ; and had aftually fet apart a confiderable and a growing 
Fund for that honeft Purpofe : This our Friends ooiCrved 
with Pleafure, becaufe from thence they took us to be in a 
floariihing Condition, and expe^ed we would foon be frtc 
of all former Debts, and coniequently, would foon be in a 
Condition of giving them the fame powerful Affiance we had 
given themjn the Tail War, in cafe they ihould, at any time, 
be onju&ly attacked : This our Enemies looked on with £n« 
vy, with Dread, and with Awe, becaufe they fiw we were 
in a Condition to revenge any Infults they (hould ofier, and 
to give a Check to their ambitious Projects : But the Bill w« 
have jufl now palTed, and the Bill now before us, will quite 
change the Scene : To fee us in the ^ Time of a profound 
Peace, not only continuing, but mortgaging one of the 
beavieft and moft dangerous^Taxes under which our People 
groan ; to fee us laying violent Hands upon that iacred Fund 
which has been iet apart for the Payment of our Dtbts, which 
fiands adually mortgaged to the public Creditors^ wiU make 

1755. Ooo the 
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AnnoJ Geo. U ^^^ whole World believe that the Nation is reduced to ^0 
,735. ' lowefl Ebb : This Will Of courfe transfer the Pleafure &om 
our Friends to our Enemies : The former may, perhaps, pity 
and bemoan, but the latter will moft heartily defpife and 
contemn us. • > 

My Lords, when the Sinking Fund firil began to be nib- 
bled at, I was afraid of the COnfequence, and I foretold 
what has now come to pais. I foretold, that the next Step 
would be to apply the whole to the current Service of tbe 
Year, and I am afraid, there are fome among us, who al- 
ready begin to think of making it a Building inftead of a 
Sinking-Fund ; I am afraid, there are fome who have already 
formed a Projedt, of making it a Fund for contrading new 
Debts, inilead of being a Fund for paying off the old ; and 
this I am the more afraid of, becaule of the new Dodrine 
we have heard advanced in this Houfe, That the public 
Creditors have no manner of Right in the Sinking-Fund, that 
they havq no Title or Right, to demand any thing of tlic 
Government, but the regular Payment of their Intereft. This, 
my Lords, was to me a Dodrine entirely new» a Do&rine 
which gave me the utmoft Concern, becaufc I looked on it 
as a Prelude towards the mort^ging of that facred Fund, for 
bringing a new Debt upon this Nation 1 and the Application, 
which is to be made of that Fund, by the Bill now before 
us, I look on as a paving of the Way for that pernicious 
Projed ; fo that what I am this Day to fay upon this Sub- 
jeft, I fhall fay, by way of taking my Leave of that facred 
Fund for ever, unlefs your Lordihips Wifdom and Prudence, 
or fome very unexpeded Accident, gives a moft agreeable 
Difappointment. 

But I hope your Lordihips will now take this Do6hine in- 
to youir Confideration, and will this Day difmifs it with that 
Contempt it deferves, in order to prevent the pernicious Con- 
fequences with which it is fraught. For my own Part, my 
Lords, I have always looked upon Bills, upon which any 
Stuns of Money have been borrowed, as Contrads between 
the public and the private Perfons who lent their Money up- 
on the O-edit of fuch Bills ; and when confidered as fuck, it 
is certain, all the Claufes and Conditions of them ought to 
be moil religiouily obferved and mofl pun^ually folliiled. 
In this Light let 'us confider the Sinking-Fund: The Taxes 
from which that Fund ^rofe, were all at firfl mor^ged to 
the Creditors of the Public, every Shilling arifmg from fuch 
Taxes were, by the exprcfs Words of the Bills, by which 
thofe Taxes were firft eftablilhed, mortgaged for Payment of 
the Principal and Intercft, or at leafl the Interefk of what 
Money was lent upon them ', the Laws by which ihofc Mort- 
^ gaget 
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{ages were made, are ftill fubfifting, they ftand as yet unre-/vnno8. Geo.ij. 
pealed, they cannot be repealed, but by the Confent of thofe, 1735. 
who lent their Money upon them, or by the Conicht of thofe ^ 
Perfons, who now ftand in the Place of the firft Lenders ; 
and while thefe Laws ftand unrepealed, while there is a 
Shilling due upon any of the Mortgages thereby e(labli(hed, 
it is a Breach of public Faith, to apply any Part of the Pro- 
duce of thoie Taxes to another Ijis, without Confent of 
thofe, who have now a Right to the Mortgage. I do not 
know, indeed, but in this Cafe, Uie tacit Confent of the 
public Creditors may be thought fufficient ; but this is not 
the only Coniideration ; we ought to confider what is the In« 
tereft of the Nation in general, and every Man who confix 
ders the general Interefl, muft conclude, that the fooner we 
pay oiF our public Debts, the lefs they will coft us in the 
£nd, the lefs Intereft we (hall pay for them, and the fooner 
it will be in our Power to free the People from fome of thofe 
Taxes under which they now (o heavily groan. 

I have already fhewed, my Lords, what a Prejudice the * 
BOl DOW before us, may be to the Credit and Efleem of the 
Nation abroad ; and as I look upon it as fome Ibrt of En- 
croachment upon that national Faith, which is engaged to 
the Creditors of the Public, by fo many folcmn Adls of Par- 
liament, I muft think it will do a great Injury to our public 
Credit at home, among all Men who feriouily reflei^ and 
con^der the Confequences of Things : Thefe are &tal Con- 
fequences, but thefe, my Lords, are not the moft fatal f 
The diverting of this facred Fund> and applying it to the 
current Service of this Year, is, in rov Opinion, one of the 
greateft Injuries that can be done to his Majefty and his Fa- 
mily : To apply this Fund to current Services, in order to 
prevent the People's being fenfible of any new Expence 
that lias been brought upon them, and to enable Miniilers to 
provide for that Expence, which their Meafures have made 
neceffary, without laying any new Tax upon the People^ may 
perhaps be a good temporary Expedient for an Adminiftra- 
tipn s it may |;ive a Minifter an Opportunity to vaunt, that 
he has relieved the Landed- Intereft, that he has charged them 
with but ope or two Shillings in the Pound, and by this he 
may put off the evil Day for the Time of his Adminiftrati- 
on : But this, my Lords, is ruining his Mailer, it is an un- 
dermining of the Government. Adminiftrations are fleeting 
Things ; Mmifters are always changing ; a mear, temporary 
Expedient may do for a Minifter, who has no View beyond 
the Term of his own Adminiftratlon; but his Majefty 's Gg- 
vernment is permanent, I hope it will endure in him and hia 
family for ever s and' to make ufe of any little, temporary 

173$* QoQ a E^cpQ-.' 
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Anno f. Geo. n. Expedient, which may in the End greatly aidsmgcr Or dif> 
'735- ^ trcfs his Majefty's Government, or the Govei-nment of anf 

^"^rNJ of his Family, is a moft imprudent ^Stepj at prefcnt. my 
Lords, 1 fhall call it by do worfe a" name. Tlie Bill now 
before as, I muft look on as fuch an Expedient 9 it is nothing 
but a itmporary Expedient for concealing from the Peopiey 
the Expence which the Nation is to be put to forthifi cmo- 
sng Year : In a few Years the People, who art now eafed 
by this Expedient, will all be gone ; in a fbort Time, ftw 
or none of them will be alive, to expreis their Gratitude fcr 
the Eafe they now meet with | and as the Eafe given to the 
prefcnt Generation, will fall with double Weight opoo Pof- 
terity, they mnft necefTArily groan heavily under the Bor- 
den ; they will have Reafon to complain^ they will have 
Kedibn to murmur, and moft of t&em may, firora that 
only Caufe^. become difafieded to his Majcdiy and Jiia 
Family. 

If we have any Reipe£k, my Lords, if we have any Re- 
gard for the illuilrious Family now upon the Thronc» this 
Confideration ought to make us tremble, when we hear mr 
fuch Expedient mentioned, as that now before as. But there is 
ilill another Confideration which ought tp have mat Weight : 
If we have a mind ever to be free of that Load of JDebt 
the Nation at prefent labours under, panicuUr Care ought 
to be taken, to make a proper Application of the Sinkiog- 
Fund during all 1 imes of Peace ; for if this NatioQ flKMild 
happen to be engaged in a AVar, we cannot foppoie, chat 
the Sinking-Fund will amount to near fo much as it does at 
prefent; I am indeed afraid, it would, up(m fuch an Smcr- 
gency, almoll entirely evanifh ; and this ought to be parti- 
calarly taken Notice of by thofe, who may now perhaps be 
forming Projefb for raifing new Pebts upon the Credit of 
the Sinking-Fund. The true Nature of this Fund, is'veqr 
little underftood by thofe who imagine, that it has been aU 
cot from the Diminution of the Intereft payable to the Cre- 
ditors of the Public. It is very well known, that by the 
Diminution of Intereft in the Years 1717 and 17279 we got 
in the whole but 697,000/. annual Income, and out of this 
Sum we ought to dedaft the annual Sum of 100,000 /. fines 

_ added to the Civil Lift, we ought to dedud the Salt-Daty, 

^' which has been lately taken from the Sinking-Fimd, andi 

made a Fund for contracting a new Debt, and we ooght to 
make many other Deductions I coold name, all which added 
together, amount to the yearly Sum of above 6s^»ooo /. fo 
that properly fpeaking, it is but a moft inopnfiderable ?9xt of 
the prefent Sinking-Fund, that can be faid to arife from the 
Dinunation of Intereft payable to the Creditors of the Pub- 
lic- r Tho 
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The ital and tlie chief Fonndatlon of our preTent Sinking- Anno S. Geo. ir^ 
Fand is bo be looked for, my Lords, in a very difierent Ar- ^ ^73 5^ 
tide ; the greateft F^t of it arifes from the Encreafe of our 
Taxes above what they produced in Time of War. The 
Produce of th^ Taxes, which were impoied for Payment 
of any Money Taifed during the War, was computed accord* 
ing to what they brought in yearly at that Time ; but now 
in Time of Pesce, every ckie of thofe Taxes produces a great 
deal more yearly than it djd at that Time, and it is from this 
Encreafe. that the greateijf Part of our pivfent Sinking-Fund 
truly arires« This will appear evident from comparing the 
Produce of our Cufloms and Excife now in Time of Peace, 
with what they produced in Time of War. In ten Years of 
Peace, at leaft a Sort of Peace, from Chrifimas 1723, to 
Cbriftmas 1732, the Cuftoms produced, upon an annual Me- 
dium, 1,603,809 /. whereas in the lafl ten Yearsof the War 
they produced, upon an annual Medium, but 1,260,732 /. 
the Difference of which is 3431073 /. yearly Produce more la 
Time of Peace than it was in Time pf War i but there har 
▼ing been an Alteration made lince the Year 1712, and be* 
fore the Year 1722, in relation to the Drawbteks of the 
old Subfidy, and in rektion to the Duties on Coflee, Tea, 
Chocolate and Brandies, which, fince the Year 1712, and 
before the Year 1722, were taken from the Cuftoms and 
turned into Excife, the Produce of both thefe Articles, which 
ive may reckon at leaft at 200,000 /. annually, ought to be 
added to the 'annual Produce of the Cuftoms for the ten 
Years, from Chrijhun i y 22 to ChrifiMos 1732, or it ought 
to be dedtt^^ from the annual Produce of the Cuftoms is 
the laft ten Years of the War ; in either of which Cafes, it 
will make the Difference between them 543»073 /• yearly En* 
cieafe in the Branch of our Cuftoms only. Then, my Lords, 
with refpe£l to the Excife, we fhall find, that the Excife on Beer 
and low Wines (without including that on Cofiee, Tea, Cho- 
colate and Brandies) for three Years, from Midfummer 1729 
to Mtdfummmr 1732, at an annual Medium, amounted to 
1 ,238,902 /. and the fame Excife in three Years of the War^ 
from Midfummr 1709 to MiJ/umnur 171 2 (being the only 
tkree Years after the additional third) was, at an annual Me- 
dium, but 997,662 /. the Difterence between which two Pro- 
duces, is 341,240/. yearly Produce more in Time of Peace 
than it was in Time of War ; and thefe two yearly Encreafes 
amount to the Sum of 884,3 1 3 /. which comes all in yearly 
^ our Sinking-Fund, by the Encreafe of our Taxes now in 
Time of Peace, more than they produced in Time of War : 
It is true, it may be faid, that the Duties upon Cofiee, Tea, 
Chocolate and Brandies^ have Itkewife greatly incteafed, and 

therefore 
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AnnoS. Ceo. II. therefore tlie whole Sum of 20O9O00/. ought not to bo 
1735- dcdufted from the 1,260,732 /. Let us then dcdud a propor- 
'"■'V'""^ tional Sum, which is 157,224/. the Produce of theCuftoms 
in Time of War will then appear to have bc;fn, at a Medi- 
um, 1, 103,508 /. but then the Encreafc of pe Duties upon 
Coffee, Tea, Chocolate and Brandies, or the Difference be- 
tween 200,000/. and 157,224/. which is 42,776/. muft 
be add^d to the Produce of the Cufbms in Time of Peace, 
in which Cafe, the whole will amount to 1,646,581/. fo 
that the Difference comes out to be the fame. 

I hope your LcrJfhips will excufe me for making ufe of 
fo many Calculaticns; for the Affair now before us is of 
fuch Importance, that it deferves the moft ferioos, the moft 
minute Confideration. Figures, my Lord, cannot err, and 
by them it evidently appears, that near 000,000 /. of our 
prefent Sinking-Fund ariies annually from the Encreafe of our 
Cuftoms and Kxcifes: Can we fuppofe, that fuch an En- 
creafe would continue, if this Nation (hould be involved in 
War ? Are we not rather to fuppofe, that both would fud- 
denly decreafe, and would in a ihortTime come to the {ame, 
or very near the fame Standard they were at during the laft 
War ? In fuch a Cafe, could we hope to difcharge any great 
Part of our Debts yearly, by means of our Sinking-Fund I 
Could we hope to contrad new Debts, or to fupport a heavy 
and expenfive War, upon the Credit of fuch a Fund f Thofe 
who are jufl finking and ready to perifh, may catch hold of 
any Twig, may build their Hopes upon any Chimeras ; but 
I hope this Nation is not yet reduced to fuch a Condition, 
as to truil; to a Twig, which muft fmk as foon as we catdk 
hold of it, I hope we will never place our Security in any 
thing, but what has a folid and a lafting Foundation ; and a 
folid and lafting Foundation we can find nowhere, but in the 
real Wealth and hearty Affeftions of our People : While 
the People are loaded with Debts, they cannot be faid to have 
real Wealth ; while they are over-burdened with Taxes, we 
^ cannot expeA their hearty Af&dtions s and as nothing can 
be fo effcfdual for clearing them of their Debts, for relieving 
them from their Taxes, and for gaining their Aifedions, as 
a mofl religious Application of the Sinking Fnnd, to the 
^ Ufes for which it was originally intended, I muff therefore 

be againff the Mifapplication propofed by the Bill now be* 
fore us. 
To this it was anfwered, in Subftance, as follows, tnx, 
AnTwer* * ^Y Lords, it is to roe really furprizing to hear fome 

noble Lords declaring the great Concern they have for the 
Credit of this Nation abroad, and at the fame time, with 
the fame Bres^th^ doiqg all they can, to leiTen the Credit 

>p4 
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and theEfteem of this Nation among Foreigneh, by endea- Aiino S.Geo. n« 
vouring to eftablifli it as a Maxim, t.iat even the Parliament '73^ 
.cannot difpofe of the Sinking-Fund to any Ufe, but that ' 
of paying off fomc Part of our Debts, contraded before 
the Year 1716 ; for if it were (o, it is certain, no foreign 
Power would have fuch a high Notion of the Power and the 
Strength of this Nation as they would naturally have, if 
they knew that we had a Million Sterling coming in year- 
ly, without laying any one Tax upon our People, which 
we might, as we thought, fit, apply, either to the paying 
off fome of our old Debts, or towards raifing Forces for our 
own Defence, or for affifting our Friends, or punilhing our 
Enemies. I muft therefore think, that every Man, who 
has a true Regard for the Credit of this Nation among Fo* 
xeigners, will, when he confiders the Affair thoroughly, en- 
deavour to eiUblifh the contrary Maxim ; and I hope thit 
Houfe will, by paffing the Bill now before us, endeavour to 
convince all Foreignen, that we have a Power, when we 
think it neceffary, to apply the Revenue of the Sinking- 
Fund, towards their Affillance or Corredion. When Fo^ 
reigners confider, what great Expence we have been at this 
Year, in augmenting our Forces both by Sea and Land ; and 
that notwithihinding fuch an Expence, we have laid but two 
Shillings in the Pound upon our Land» I am fure it will give 
them a greater Opinion of the Wealth and the Power of this 
Nation, and will contribute much more towards our Credit 
among them, than the paying off a Million of our Debt 
could poilibly have done : They will confider, that we ma/ 
continue the iame Forces as long as we have a mind, with- 
out raifing any new Taxes upon the People, and that when- 
ever we find it neceffary we may make very confiderable 
Additions, by only encreafmg our Land-Tax to what is 
ufually paid in Time of War j and therefore we mud con- 
clude, that the Methods taken this Year for raifing Money- 
for the current Services, are the mofl prudent that could 
have been taken, for ellabliihing the Credit and Efteem of. 
this Nation abroad ; and that they are no way ihconiiilent 
with any Obligation we are under to the Creditors of the 
public, I fhall endeavour to demonflrate. 

Even fuppoiing, my Lords, the public Creditors had a 
Kight to inM upon it, that the Sinking- Fund fhould never 
be applied to any thing, but the paying off fome Part of the 
Debt due to them, yet it has been admitted, that their 
tacit Confent would be Sufficient for giving the Parliament a 
Power to apply it to other neceffary Purpofes ; and as no 
Objection has been made by any of the public Creditors, to 
(he Application now propofed ; as every one of them is, I 

believe. 
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Amio«.€^.n. believe, glad to bear of its being fo applied ; thereTore, fiodi 
I7SS' any fuppofed Right in them, no Objedlion can be made to 

C/Si^^^J the Bill now before us; fo that at.prefent, it feems to be aa 
imneceiTary Difpate, whether the Creditors have any Right 
in this Fond or no. However, as it may, in my Opinion, 
very much lefTen our Credit abroad, as it might fubjefl this 
Nation to very great Inconveniences, to fuppofe, that even 
the Parliament could not difpoTe of the Sinking Fund to any 
other Purpofe, if the Creditors ihould think fit to objeft to 
. that Difpofal ; I hope your Lordihips will give me leave 
to Hate that Matter, in the Light in which it appears to 

If the public Crediton, my Lords, have any Right to 
demand, that the Sinking-Fund ihall never be applied to any 
Ufe but to the paying off fo much of their Principal year* 
ly, that Right muft arife either from the Reafon and Spirit, 
or from the exprefs Words of thofe A6b of Parliament, by 
which the SinKin^-Fund was firlt created. With refped to 
the Reafon and Spirit of thofe A£ls of Parliament, it mull be 
deduced from thatCaufe, upon which they were prindpaUy 
founded; and it is well known, that theProjedl which gave 
rife to thofe A£b of Parliament, did not proceed from any 
Terms oflfered by the Creditors : They never fo much as 
thought of offering to give up a Part of their yearly Intereft, 
in order to efUblifh a Fund for paying off their Principal ; 
but the Foundation of that beneficial Projedt, and the true 
Csmfe of thofe A&s of Parliament was this, the natural In^ 
tcreft of Money had decreafed fo much, and the Credit of 
oar public Securities had become fo extenfive, that fome 
Gentlemen, who had the Good of their Coun^ much at 
Heart, thought it was proper to take Advantage of the hap- 
py Circumfbnces the Nation was in at that Time, in order 
• y to leffen the Intereft payable to the Creditors of the public ; 

for this pnrpoie, they founded the Inclinations of fomc of 
the leading Men in the monied Companies, and other rich 
Men in the Kingdom, to fee if they would lend the Govem- 
inent any large Sum of Money, at an Intereft of 5 per Cent. 
and this was no fooner propofed, than it was agreed to ; by 
which it was found, that the Government could borrow at 
5 per Cent, as much Money as would be fufiicient to pay off 
adl the Debts then redeemable by Parliament, which bore an 
Intereft of 6 per Cent, or above : Thus the Projed was fboo 
brought to Maturity, and when the Proprietors of thofe 
Debts) found they were like to be paid off, they choie nr 
ther to accept of a lefs Intereft for their Money, than to take 
their Principal, when they did not know where to place it 
out (o any Advantage : They were b bx from demiuuling 
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fttty Condition^, they were Co far from infifling, that thcAiinoS. Geo.ir. 
Government fhould, lay themfelves under any Obligations, 1735* 
that they readily came, and were glad of being allowed to ^ 
accept of the Intereft that was offered them ; and why the 
Government ihould without being aiked. without any Con- 
ilderadon, lay themfelves under a peremptory Oblige tion, 
to apply the Savings, made by that Redu£tion of Intereil^ 
to the paying olF the Principal, is what I cannot compre- 
iiend, is what cannot, I think, be fuppoled. 

Now, my Lords, with refped to the exprefs Words of 
thofe'Ads of Parliament, by which the Sinking- Fund was 
eiiabliihed, let us examine the A6ls themfelves, to fee if we 
can find in any one of them fuch Words as can pofTibly be 
imderHood to mean, that the Sinking- Fund thereby eftablifh^ 
«d ihould, in all future Times, be inviolably applied to the 
paying off the public Debts, without leaving it in the Pow- 
Cfy eten of the Parliament itfelf, ever to apply that Fund to 
any other Purpofe. The Ads by which the Sinking- Fund 
was firft eftabliOied, are. The ABfor redeeming the Duties and 
Revenues fettled fir faying off the four Lotteries ^ luhich it called 
ihe general Fund' A3: The AB fir redeeming federal Funds of 
the Bank ef England : And the A3 for redeeming theyearfy 
Fund of the Soudi-Sea Company ; which three Ads were all 
paifed in the third Year of his late Majefty j and in the 
Preamble of every one of them, the Decreafe of the com- 
mon Intereft for Money, is exprefly affigned as the Caufe for 
paffing them, without the lea^i notice taken of any Cove- 
nant between the public Creditors and the Government, 
nboot the future Application of the Sinking-Fund then efta- 
bliflied,^ which would certainly have been recited if there 
had been any fuch thing, or if any fuch thing had been in- 
tended. The Preamble of the Adl for redeeming the Bank- 
Fund is vtxj remarkable:— —-It recites, * That the Go- 
' vemor and Company of the Bank of England^ in regard 
-* that the coinmon Rate of Intcrcft for Money, is very 

* much leiTened under your Majefty's moft aufpicious Reign, 

* arc willing " and foon dftcr are thefe remarkable 

Words, * So as they may be fatisiied the faid laft yearly 

* Sum, till Midfummer^ 171 S, incluiively ; and fo as the 

* future Payments of the faid Sum of 88,75 1/. ' 7 '• ' ^ ^ ^^^' 

* thing, may be fecured to them, from the faid Feall-day 
' till the R^emption thereof, and fo as the faid yearly Sum 

* be made redeemable upon one Year's Notice : "— Here 
my Lords, is the Contrad between the Government and the 
Bank fully recited, ?nd not one Word mentioned of a Co- 
venant between the two contrading Partie5,about the Applica- 
tion of the Sinking-Fund ; And in this Ad, when the Surplus or 

1735* Ppp Excefs, 
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Anno8.0eo.ll.£xcers, occafioned by the Redu^on of tntereft, conies td 
17 3 5- be difpofed of, it is exprefly declared and enadedy— * Tbat 
l^S^'^J * the Excefs or Surplus, which at any time fhall or may be 

* produced by the leveral Rates* Duties, Revenues, and In- 
'comes thereby appropriated, ihall attend the Difpolition 
'of Parliament, and be applied according to AQ. or ARn 

* of Parliament in that behalf, and not otherwife.'*— Bj 
thefe Words, my Lords, this Excefs or Surplas is fo far from 
being appropriated to the paying off our Debts, that it is, in 
as exprefs Terms as could be devifed, left to the futore I^ 
pofltion of Parliament. 

The Preamble to the Sauth-Sea A^t my Lords^ is mock 
to the fame Purpofe, the Words arc — — * And whereas the 

* faid Governor and Company are contented, in regard the 
' Rate of Intereft is very much lefiened, to accept, after 

* Midfummer 1718, one Annuity of 500,000 /. being after 
' the Rate of 5 /. per Cent, per Ann. for the (aid ten Miliions.* 
>— Here your Lordfhips likewife fee the Reafon why that 
Company was contented to accept of 5 /. per Cent* Inteieft : 

' It was becaufe the common Rate of Interdft was very omch 
leflened : This, my Lords, is the only Reafon expreffed ; and 
if there had been any other ^afon, it would certainly have 
been expreffed. In like manner, the Exceis or Surplus of 
xht South-Sea Funds, are by this' A£l exprefly declared to 
attend, from tinie to time, the Difpofition of Parliament, 
and to be applied according to Ad or Ada of Parliament in 
that behalf, and not otherw^fe : From which Words it b to 
me as evident as Words can make it, that this £xcd& or Sur- 
plus was not then deiigned to be difpofed of at any one Time, 
or to any one particular Ufe, but was to attend the Difpofi- 
tion of Parliament *-«-— fiom time to time. So that I 
am fore neither the Bank nor the SoutlhSia Company can 
pretend to have, from either of thefe twoAfts, any Right 
or Pk-operty in the Produce of the Sinking-Fund* 

The only other Ad by which the Sinking-Fund was efia- 
bliihed, is that I have mentioned, which is called, Thege- 
fteral Fund-AB ; and in the Preamble of this Aft likopnfe, 
my Lords, the Caufe or Coniideration for pafiing the ianie, 
is exprefly mentioned to be. That the comtnon Rate of In- 
terefl for Money had been very much leiTened; after 
which the End and Intention of the Ad is likewife men- 
tioned in thefe Words, * Now, to the end a fufficicnt 

' Fuijid may be eftabliflied, for Payment of all the Annuities 
< which fhall be payable in purfuance of this Ad, it is 

* enaded, " Thefe Words I beg your Lordfhips would 

take particular notice of; becaufe^ if there had been any 
Intention to approprisi^c the Sinking-Fund, thereby eftaUiih 

«4» 
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sd« to the Payoittit of the public Debts, and to no other Ufe Anao S. Geo. XL 
whatever 9 there woold certainly in this Part of the A€t have \ 173 S* 
been added fome Words to this ESeQ, * And likewife, 

* that a fufficient Fond may be eftablifhed for Payment of 

* the principal Sums for which thoie Annuities are to be 
' payable, it is enaded,*'*— ^ From all which I think it is 
evident, that none of the public Creditors, whofe Interpil 
was at that Time to be reduced, made any Contrad with the 
Government, or defired to lay the Government under any 
Obligation for applying the Produce of the Sinking-Fund td 
the Payment of the principal Sums due to them, and to no 
ether Purpofe whatever ; and in that cafe we muil fuppofe 
that the Claufe in this lail A£l, by which the Surpluffes in 
the three A^ I have. mentioned, are directed to be ap- 
plied to the Difcharge of the national Debts incurred before 
1716, in fuch Manner and Form as ihould be dire6ted and 
appointed by future Ads of Parliament, was never intended 
lor any thing elfe but as a Direction for the Commiflioners of 
theTreafniy, and other Officers of the public Revenue, how, 
and by what Authority they were to difpofe of the faid Sur- 
plufles or Excefles : It was certainly never intended as an 
Implication of any Agreement or Contradi with the public 
Cr^Cors, or as a Law which no future Parliament could 
repeal, alter or amend, without the Confent of the public 
Crediton. 

If then, my Lords it cannot be fuppofed from any thing 
that paiTed, or any thing that was enadted in the Year 
1716, that the public Creditors, whofe Intereft was then 
reduced, ftipulated any Appropriation of the Sinking-Fund 
to the Payment of the principal Money due to them, I am 
fure the Creditors concenied in the Irredeemables, can much 
le& be faid to have made any fuch Stipulation ; for it is cer^ 
tain, they were no way concerned in the Tranfadtions of that 
Year ; and as for the Tranfadions of the Year 1720, it caa 
as litde be faid, that they then ftipulated any thing from the 
Government, becaufo that whole Tranfadion was carried on 
betweAi the Government and the Soutb-^ta Company ; and 
that Cbmpany never defired any thiog more from the Govern* 
xnent, but only a Liberty to encreafe their capital Stock, by 
Tedeeming, purchafing or taking in the redeemable Debts, 
and the irredeemaUe Annuities, providing that their capital 
Stock might be encreafed according to the Terms, and in 
the Proportioas in the Preamble of that Ad mentioned ; and 
that they ihould have fuch an Annuity upon their Capital fo 
encreafed, as is therein stipulated ; all which, your Lord- 
ships may fee in the Preamble of that Ad ; but in no Part of 
\t, nor ip apy Part of the Ad* is there the leaft Intlmatioc^ 
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AnnoS. Ceo, II. oP any Covei^ant or Contradt between the Government tni 
^7V' the Company, that the Surploilb or Exceffcs to be therdiy 
^^'\r\) created, were to be appropriated to the Payment of our pob- 
lie Debts, and to no other Purpofe. It is trae, the Com- 
jnons here declare their being defiroos to have the paUic 
Debts and Incumbrances lefTened as Euft as may be, witk 
regard to Juftice and the public Faith, and I believe every 
Man who wiihes well to his Country, defires the £une ; but 
the Company, who were then the only contrading Party 
with the Commons, are fo far from maldng any Stipulatkn 
for that Purpofe, that they do not fo much as declare their 
being defirous it fhould be fo : From all which, my Lords, I 
think it is evident, that none of the public Creditors, have, 
either by the Intention and Spirit, or the expre(s Words of 
the Laws by which the Sinking-Fund was eftablKhed or cn« 
creafed, any Right to demand, that the Produce of the 
Sinking-Fund ihall be applied to the paying off their Prin- 
cipal : On the contrary, I think it is as evident as Words can 
make it, that the Application of th^t Fund is entirely left to 
the Difpofition of Parliament : That it oug^t to be applied 
to the Difcharge of the national Debt, contraded before 
. 1716, is what no Man will doubt ; but that the general In^ 
tereft of the Nation may require, and that the Parliament 
nay order its being otherwife applied, without the Confent, 
or even againfl the Inclination and Prayer of the paUk Cre* 
ditors, is what, I believe will be as little doubted by any Man 
who confiders its original Invitation* 

Another Argument, my Lords, has been made ofe of 
agamil this BilK which I muft confefs I do not well com- 
prehend : It has been iaid, that it may be of dangerous Con- 
Sequence to his Majefty and his Family : If I thought there 
were the lead Ground for fuch an Argument, it woold cer- 
tainly be with me a moft prevailing one : But when I confi- 
der the heavy Load that has for fo many Years been laid 
upon the Landed-Intereft of this Kingdom, I muft think 
there is nothing more juft than to take all Methods for giving 
them Relief J and how an Ad of public Juftice can be of 
dangerous Confequence to hu prefent Majefty, or to any of 
his illuftrious Family, I cannot comprehend. There was no 
other Way of railing the Money propo&d to be rai/ed by 
this Billy but by laying four Shillings in the Poond, ioftead 
of two, upon Land ; and in that Cafe, I am fure the landed 
Gentlemen would have complained, and would have had 
Reafon to compkin of our having loaded them with fuch a 
heavy Tax, when we had a Million in our Hand, which we 
inight have applied towards their Relief. The Nation would 
liave l)ccn very little f^fible of the Relief pvcn them by 

yaymg 
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^yingoff a Million of our Debt, but the Landed-Intereft AnnoS.G«o.il^ 
would have been deeply fenfible of fo heavy a Tax, by ^ ins* 
which we muft of courfe have raifed a great many Enemies ' ^ 

to his Majefty's Goirerament, without procuring him any 
Friends: Whereas, vfhen Pofterity refleas upon theNecef- 
fity we are now under, and the dangerous Situation we are 
in, they will readily excufe our not having cleared them of 
a Million of Debt at fuch a critical Conjundure. 

I (hall readily agree with the noble Lords, that a good 
Part of our Sinking-Fund arifes from the Produce of moll of 
our Taxes having greatly encieafed fince the laft War ; but 
that this Encreafe is entirely owing to the Peace we have en- 
joyed, is what I cannot, my Lords, admit ; for I am con^ 
vinced that it arifes from the Encreafe of our People, the 
Encreafe of our Luxury, and the fuperior Care now taken 
in colleding our Taxes, and preventing all manner of Smug* 
|;ling. Thefe I take to be the chief Caufes of that Encreafe 
m the Produce of our Taxes, which has happened fince the 
lafl War ; and in this Opinion I am confirmed by this Ob- 
iervation, that the Encreafe has grown up gradually, where- 
as, if it had been occafioned by nothing but the Peace we 
have enjoyed, it would have grown up all at once ; the En- 
creafe would have been as great, or very near as great, the 
firfl Year after the Peace was eftablifhed, as it is at prefent ; 
the contrary of which we know by Experience : Now, as 
neither of thefe Caufes can be much affected by any War 
but a civil War, which I hope this Nation will never be en^ 
gaged in, therefore I hope, and I think t have good Reafon 
to hope, that our Sinking«Fnnd will be very near as large 
in '^ime of War as it is now in Time of Peace. I do not 
know that any Man ever formed a Projedl, or has fo much 
as once had it in his Thoughts to mortgage the Sinking- Fund, 
or to raife any new Debu upon that Cr^it ; but, my Lords, 
if we were a^ually engaged in a War, I fhould think it a 
Maxim of the mofl d^gerous Confequence to his MajeAy 
and the royal Family, to load and opprefs the Subjeds with 
new and heavy Taxes, rather than apply the Sinking-Fund, 
yearly as it arifes, to the Ufcs of the War, inftead of ap- 
plying it to the paying off the old Debts of the Nation ; and 
for this Reafon I cannot think it of anyjgreat Service to his 
Majefly or to his Family, to endeavour to eflablifh it as a 
2>odrine, that the public Creditors have an indefeafible 
Right in the Sinking* Fund, and that the fame cannot be 
applied by Parliament to any other Ufe without their Con- 
fent. 

But, my Lords, if the public Creditors had fuch an in- 
4tfeafible Right in this Fund, it muft then be granted, that 

it 
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HftRoS. Geo. n* it could not be applied by Parliament^ even io the redvdnf^ 
1735. of thofe Taxes which are moft prejudicial to the Trade, 
I"" ^ moil burdenfome on the Manufa&ures, and mgft oppreffive 
npon the Poor of this Nation : And yet I have btely feeo 4 
Pamphlet hawked about in the Streets, under the Title of a 
Proteft entered by fome noble Lords, upon this Houfe's dif* 
agreeing with them in a Motion for our coming to a Refo 
lution, that the Sinking-Fund ihould always be applied to 
fuph Purpofes, and to none other. How this can confift with 
the Dodbine now advanced, that this Fund cannot be ap- 
plied to any Purpofe, but that of payug oflT the Debts of the 
Nation, contraeied before the Year 17 16, I muft leave to 
other Lords to explain. However, they need not, I think, 

five themfelves any great Trouble about getting over this 
)ifficulty, for I have clearly Ihewn, that there is no Foun- 
dation for fuch a Dofb-ine. I have^ewn, that the Sinking- 
Fund was at hfk intended to be left to the Difpofition of 
Parliament ; that it w2l% chiefly deiigned for paying off the 
Debts of the Nation, but that the Parliament may apply it 
to other neceiTary Purpofes ; and I think there c^n be no 
Purpofe more ncceffary, than that of preventing our being 
under a NeteiHty of I/ndine the landed Interefb with four 
Shillings in the Pound ; therefore I muft think the ^ now 
before us a moft reafonable Bill, and I hope your Lordflups 
will order it to pafs. 

The Reply to this was in Subftance as follows, iwe. 
fteply. My Loi^s, I do not know what may be the Waj of 
thinking among fome People in this Nation ; hut I am fore 
it is the general and the right Way of thinking, to compate 
the Strength and Power of a Nation, from that Revena^ 
which it may apply towards a War without running in Debc» 
or loading the People with heavier Taxes than they will pa^ 
tiently fubmit to pay. A Nation may, apqn fome extraor- 
dinary Emergency, be obliged to run itfelf fomething io 
Debt ; but, as every Mortgage upon a private Gentleman's 
Eftate, is a Step to the Ruin of his Family 1 fo every pub-? 
lie Debt that is contracted is a Step to the Ruin of a Na-^ 
tion ; therefore no Nation, unlefs they are mad, will oon- 
tradi any Debt, as long as they can raife what is neceiTary 
for the Yearly Expence, by fuch Taxes as they think the Peo- 
ple will patiently fubmit to pay ; and the People of every 
Country will certainly fubmit patiently to pay any Tax 
that can be laid upon them, if they have a Confidence in 
their Governors, and an Aii'urance that they will demand 
no Money, but what is necefiary for the common Safety, 
and that the beft and the mofl frugal Ufe will be made of 
the Money that ihall be fo raifed. This, my Lords, I an 
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rare, is the general Way of thinking among all Foreigners ; AiinoJ. Geo.iU 
and whoever thinks in this Manner, will never admit that ^ JZ ^Jl 
the Revenue, which ought to be applied to the Payment of 
our Debts, is a Revenue which contributes to our Strength 
and Power. In the laft War we made many, I believe 
fome unneceflary Steps, towards our Ruin ; every Shilling of 
old Debt we pay off, is, at leafl, a Step from our Ruin a 
and I with Grief relied, upon our having made fo few, 
during fuch a long Term of Peace and Tranquillity : 
But as all, or moft of our Debts, bear an Interefl of 4 per 
Ctni, every Miiapplication of the Sinking-Fund, is not only 
negledling to mdce a Stq> from our Ruin, but is likewife 
making a new Step towards our Ruin, by bringing a new 
Debt upon the Nation, I mean the growing Interefl for that 
Money which ought to have been paid off. Sy the very Bill 
now before us, we bring a new Debt of 40,000/. upon the 
Nation 2 This Sum, 'tis true, in Englijh Money, has but a 
linall found, but xviFrevch Money it makes above 800,000 
Livres ; and what will a Frenchman think of this Nation 
when he hears, that now, in a Time of Peace, we have not 
only negleded to pay off a large Sum of old Debt, but have 
contra6led a new Debt of near a Million of their Money \ 
Will he not &y, that we ^e either mad^ or that the People 
are already fo loaded with Taxes, or have fo little Confi- 
dence in dieir Governors, that they will not patiently fub« 
mit to pay any additional Tax ? Can this, my Lords, add 
to the Credit or Efteem of the Nation among Foreigners \ 
Can it contribute to render any of his Majefty^s Meafurea 
offeaual f 

But this, my Lords, is not the only Step we have thh 
Day made to our Ruin, we have made another moft terrible 
Step, we have contracted another new Debt of above ten 
MiUions of French Livres, which muft confirm every Fo- 
reigner in his Opinion^ of the pitiful Circumftances we are 
reduced to. In order to faVe laying another Shilling upon 
Land, we have this Day made a fecond Mortgage upon the 
only Tax we had to mortgage, and therefore I am furprifed 
to hear it fo much as inimuated that we have^ or that Fo- 
reigners wtH believe we have, a Tax of 2 j. in the Pound 
upon Land, which we may lay on when we pleafe, and 
which we may apply towards increafing our Forces in Cafe 
of a War I for whoever confiders what we have this Day 
done, muftn'eceilarily conclude, that we have not, at moft, 
above a Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax, which we can ap- 
|)ly .towards encreafing our Forces cither by Sea or Land ; 
and how ihort that Sum would be of the Expence ncceflary 

for 
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AuBoS. Geo. II. for fupporting a War, every Foreigner, as well as every (O^ 
»735« of your Lordfhips/ may eaiily judge. 

The tacit Confent of the Money-Companies may, per* 
haps, bcibme fort of Excufe for what is pr»pofed to be 
done by this Bill i but it is far from being an Authority ab-» 
foiately fufficient ; for fuch an Authority can only be obtain- 
ed from the general Courts of the.refpe^tive Companies : 
Such a tacit Confent as we have at prefent, may flow from 
the Negligence, perhaps the Fraud, of the Managers, which 
the Proprietors may afterwards find greatReafon to complain 
of ; and when they begin to make fuch Complaints againft 
their Managers, they will then certainly complain loudly 
againfl thofe who made a Handle of fuch a tacit Confenc« 
in order to take away what properly, and of right, belong- 
ed to them. Nay, my Lords, as all Companies and Cor- 
porations are fomething in the Cafe of Infants, even their 
cxprefs Confent could not juflify the Application of the Sink* 
ing-Fund to any other purpofe, unleto there were really a 
NeceiCty for fuch Application ; and I am convinced that no 
fuch Neceffity can be pleaded at pre&nt j for, in my Opi« 
nion, we had no occafion to be at any extraordinary Ex- 
pence, no more than any other of our Neighbours not en^ 
gaged in the War ; and if there had been an apparent NeceC- 
iity for any fuch Expence, our People would iiave agreed to 
raife it by fome new or additional Tax, rather than to have 
had that facred Fund diverted from the Ufes for which it was 
originally intended. 

I have read, my Lords, in a Pamphlet lately hawked about, 
fome Sophiftical Arguments for proving, that the public Cre- 
ditors have no Right or Intereft in that Fund, which every 
Man allows, was principally intended for their Payment, 
and without which, it is certain, they never can be paid i 
but I litde expeded ever to have heard thofe Arguments re* 
peated in this Houfe : However, as they have been moft 
minutely repeated in this Day*s Debate, I hope your Lord- 
ftiips will excufe me for endeavouring to fhew, wherein their 
Fallacy confiils ; and in fo doing, I hope I ihall be able to 
convince every Lord in this Houfe, that the Creditors of the 
Public have a Right in the Sinking-Fund, not only firom the 
Reafon and Spirit, but from the exprefs Words of th^ Ads of 
Parliament by which it was eflablifhed ; and indeed the 
Words are fo exprefs, that lam aftoniihed to hear their Righc 
controverted, efpecially in this Houfe, where'a moil religi- 
ous Regard for private Property has always been preferved.. 

My Lords, when a Motive founded upon private Intereft 

as well as a Motive founded upon public Intereft can be zf- 

figned for any Project, I am always apt to imagine, that the 

2 Motive 
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Motive ibanded upon private Intcreft gare^ the firft Rife to Anno 8. Geo. ir. 
the ?ro}t€t, and was the principal Caufe of its being carried 1735. 
iBto Execotion : And, aocording to this Rule, if we examine 
the Proje£l for eftablilhing the Sinkbg-Fund, we muH believe, 
thnt the firft Rife of h proceeded not from any Gentleman^ 
who had only the good of his Country much at Heart, buc 
£t>m fomi Gentleman who had the good of his own Family, 
ai well as the good of his Country much at Heart. Before 
the Year 17 16, the Proprietors of the Redeemables had in* 
deed an Intei^ of 6 per Cent, fecured to them by Law ; 
but, as there was no Fund then fettled for the Payment of 
their Principal, they could have no Expectation of ever be- 
ing paM, or at leaft not till the Terms of the Irredeemablea 
ihould be all expired, and in fuch a long Time they did not 
know, but that th^ DiftreiTes of the Public might put a Stop 
to the Pajrment of their Interei!:, as well as difappoint them 
entirely of their Principal. In this dangerous Situation, no 
Man oif dHnmoa Prudence but would conclude, that it was 
better (at leaft for his Family) for him to have but 5 per 
Cent. Interefl, and a certain Fund eftabliihed for paying off 
the Prindpai in a AxHt Term of Years ; and from thence the 
Frojed for reducing the Intereft, and thereby efiablifhing a 
Sinking-Fand, origiaaOy and principally proceeded. Mini- 
fters, or perhaps fomc of their Prcje^rs, might have had 
a Pitted in their Heads for reducing Intereft ; but till it 
came into the Heads of f^me of the chief Monied Men in 
the Kinsdom, it was nothing but a Projedl, a meer Chime- 
ra ; and for this Reafon I am convinced, that the Projedt 
never came to any Perfedion, till the Managers of the Bank 
and SemtbSea Companies offered, not only to accept of an 
Intereft 6i ^ftr Cent, for what was due to their refpedive 
Companies, but to affift the Government with Money at the 
lame fntereft, for paying off the other Redeemables, who 
ihould vefofe to accept of fuch an Intereft : However, whe- 
ther they made the Ofter, or xAily agreed to the Propofition 
when made to them, is not material ; but one or the other 
noft have been the Cafe, before that Projed could be car- 
ried into Execution ; and as we muft fappofe, that the fe« 
curing the Repayment of their principal Money, was the 
chief T^ing they had in View, is it poffible to fuppofe, that - 
they .would make fuch dn Offer, or agree to fuch a Propofi* 
tion, without ftipulating that the SinkingFand, thereby ta 
he eftablifhed, ftiould be appropriated to the paying off the 
Principal? It is impoffible to make any Tuch Suppofition ; 
and therefore their Right to the Application of this Fund, 
arifes ia the moft clear and evident Manner, from the Rea- 
1735. <i.q q foa 
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Anno^.Geo.II.fon and Spirit of the Tranfaftion upon whic& thofc Laws 

1735. were founded. 
iy*\r^\i After this Contraft and Agreement was made between 
the Government and the two Companies, and not tiD then, 
it began to be poflible to carry tlie Projeft into Execution ; 
and one of the firft Steps taken was, for the Hoafc of Com- 
mons to rcfolve, That all Sa<vings fy the fropofed Rtth^ion of 
Interej}^ jhould go forwards difcharging and reducing the Na- 
tional Debt. Thefe, xtiy Lords, are the exprefs Words of the 
Refolutlon : They are abfolute and unconditional, and from 
that very Moment every Man who had any Share, or after- 
wards purchafed any Share in the Redeemables, ronfl hav6 
believed, that by his accepting 5 per Cent, inllcad of taking 
his Money, he thereby acquired a Right to have the Sav- 
ings applied to the Payment of the Principal ; which Right 
he muil have thought as abfolute and unconditional, as was 
the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons upon which it 
was founded : And now to pretend, that there was no Con- 
trafl or Agreement between the Government and the two 
Companies, or between the Government and any <i{ the 
public Creditors, becaufe that Contra^ was not fully and 
particularly fet forth in the Preambles of the ieveral Ads of 
Parliament, is fuch a catching at Words, as, I believe, 
would hardly be made ufe of by a common Lawyer mWefi" 
tninfier-halL It cannot fo much as be pretended, that, with« 
out the Aflilbnce of the two great Companies, the Govern- 
ment could then have borrowed, at 5 per Cent, as much 
Money as would have been fuf&cient for paying off all the 
Redeemables ; • and as they could have no other Motive, 
from private Interefl, for agreeing to aflift the Government, 
but only the Right they were to acquire to the Savings got 
by a general Redudion of Intereft ; therefore, though it 
had not been exprefly ilipulated, we muft conclude, it was 
implied in their Agreement 5 and if they had no other Ri^t 
but by Implication, it would be doing them Injuitice to rob 
them of fuch a Right. 

I mufl now beg leave, my Lords, to touch a little upon 
the feveral Ads of Parliament by which this Right is, I 
think, clearly efbblifhed. With regard to the Preamble of 
the Bank-Ad, it is indeed recited in this Ad as well as the 
others. That the comxhon Rate of Intereft for Money was 
very much leiTened ; but this was not the rieal Cauie of 
either of the Ads ; on the contrary, I believe, that the 
> common Rate of Intereft being leffened, was chiefly owing 

to the Refolution upon which thefe Ads were founded ; how- 
ever it was neceffary to make this a Pretence, not only to 
induce the Proprietors of ti^e two Comp^es to approve of 

what 
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wTiat their Managers had done, b[rt to mduce as nsan^ of Anno S.Geo, ri, 
the other Redeemables as it was poil'ibk, lj iiccqx of ilie 173^. 
5 per Cent, Intercft that was to be otFered them. In this Pre- 
amble are likewife recited fome Stipulations, that related 
particularly to the Bank ; but as this A61 relates particularly 
to the Bank, the general Contraft, the general Stipulation, 
by which the -public Creditors were to acquire a Right, to 
have the Savings appropriated to the Payment of their prin- 
cipal Sums, could not be recited neither in the Preamble of 
tlus A£l, nor in the Preamble of either of the other two, 
becaufe the Bank was not to acquire a particular and fepa- 
rate Right to the Savings that were to arife by the Redudi- 
on of their Intereil ; nor was the South-Sea Company to ac- 
quire a particular and feparate Right to the Savings that 
were to arife by the Redudion of their Intereil ; nor were 
the other Redeemables to acquire any fuch Right to the Sa- 
vings by the Rcdudtion of their Intereft, but all of them 
were to acquire a general and joint Right in thofe Savings, 
that" were to arife hy the Redudion of the Intereft payable 
to them; and therefore it would have been improper, it 
would have been abfurd to have recited this Agreement in 
any one of th% Adb, or indeed to have recited it at all ; the 
only proper Way of mentioning the Agreement was by per- 
forming it, and that was done by a general Claufe in one 
of the Adsy as I ihall immediately fhew to your Lord- 
fliips. 

With rcfped to the difpofing Claufe in the Bank- Ad, as 
well as the diijpofmg Claufe in the South-Sea Ad, it is evi- 
dent that both of them refer to fome Ad or Ads of Parlia- 
ment that were to be made, for the Appropriation of thofe 
SurpIuiTes or Excefles, in purfuance of that Agreement which 
the Government had made with the Bank and South-Sea 
Companies. When thefe two Ads were drawn up, it was not 
determined whether that Appropriation was to be made by 
one or more Ads of Parliament, or whether it was to be 
made by a particular Ad for that Purpofe, or by a Claufe in 
fome other Ad; but it is plam, the Parliament then thought 
it might be done by one Ad, otherwife it could not have 
been faicj, — * according to Ad or Ads of Parliament ;" 

for if that Appropriation had not been defigned to 

have been made by Parliament, but yearly, as the Sur- 
plufTes or Excefies arofe, it muft neceffarily have required 
the paiGng of many Ads of Parliament for that Purpofe ; 
and in fuch cafe the Words in tliis Claufe muft have been 

* According to Ads of Parliament in that behalf " — . 

it would have been ridiculous to have faid Jd or JSis 

in relation to a thing which could not poflibly be executed by 

I73S« Q^q q 2 on« 
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Anno 8.GC0.II. one Aft: But the Truth is, it was at that Time refolded, 
1735. to appropriate all thofe SarploiTes or Excseflei that Ihodd 
tl, m^pmt vM ^ arife by dl or either of thefe three A6b» to the Payment of 
Debts contracted before that Year ; and it was refolired, that 
this Appropriation fliould be made by fome Ad or A&a to 
be paiTed in that very Seffion of Parliament ; b«t that it 
ihould be left to future Parliaments to apply the Sarplofles fo 
appropriated, to the Payment of fuch of thofe Debts coo- 
tra6ted before the Year 1716, as they (hould think proper: 
This was the only Power that was to be left to fiiture Parlia« 
xnents; and on Account of this Power only, the Words* ■ 

' From time to time — are inferted in the difpofiog Claaie 

of the SoutJb'Sea Aft. 

As the Preamble of the general Fund- Aft, relates only tt» 
the Creditors, whole Intereil was by that Aft to be rcdnoed; 
therefore no Notice could be taken in the Preamble of that 
Aft, of the Appropriation intended, becaufe that Appro- 
priation was to be general, and to comprehend all the ^m- 
plufles, ariiing by that, and the other two Afts, palfed in 
the fame Seffion of Parliament ; and from hence, the nOble 
Lord may find a very good Reafon, why no fuch Words^ as 
he was pleafed to mention, could be inferted* in that Aft : 
But, my Lords, before this Aft was paiTed,. it was determi- 
nedy that the SurpluiTes to arife by thofe three Afts, might 
be properly and fuiEciently enough appropriated to the 
Ufes intended, by the Agreement between the Government 
and the Bank, and the South-Sea Companies, by a general 
Ciaufe in this laft Aft; and therefore, immediately after 
fuch a difpoiing Ciaufe as is in each of the other two, there 
Ki<</f. ^ inferted in this Aft a general difpoiing Clufe, in fuch ex- 
prefs and peremptory Terms, that I muir&eg leare to read 
the whole to your Lordihips. The Ciaufe is in thefe Words^ 
— * M tie Monies to arife from time to time, as mt/eli of 

* the Exce/s 'or Surplus, iy Virtue of an Aa made this Seffimt, 

* for redeeming the Funds of the Bank of England, and rf the 

* Exufs or Surplus, -ly Virtue of an Aa made likenxAfe this 

* Sejlion, for redeeming the Funds of the South-Sea Compatty, 

* as alfoof the Excefs orSurpkfs of the Duties and Revenues 

* by this Aa appropriated as aforefeid, and the Chferflus Mo^ 

* nies of thefaid gener^ yearly Fuysd, hy this Aa eftahlified, 
' Jhall he appropriated to the difcharging the Principal and 
^ Intereil of fuch national Debts, as were incurred before 

* the ijth of December 1716, and are declared to be nati- 

* onal Debts, and not provided lor by Parliament, injiuh 
^ Manner^ as Jhall hi direaed hy any future Aa, and to or 

\ fir no o$her Ufe nvbatfiovery ^This Ciaufe, my Lords, 

is io explicit, and fo exprefs and particolarj with tefpeftta 
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tic Appropriation of the SurpIufTes arifing from thefc tlirfe Anno ». Goo. II. 
Adsy that I am really prodigiouily aftoniftied, to hear k faid i^^^. *^ ' 
in a ferioas Debate in this Houfc, that the Proprietors of 
the Debts here mentioned^ have not, by this A&, as full a 
Right in thefe SurploflTeSy as can pollibly be given chem by 
A£l of Parliament. To pretend, that this Claufc was de- 
signed only as a DireAion to the Commliioi^ers and Oihcen 
of the Treafury, is really moft extraordinary. Does not 
every one of your Lordfhipsi Jce, mull not everv Mun fee, 

that the Words muft then ^ve run thus finUlhe applied 

in fiub Mamrer, as Jhall h* dirtatd hy any future Aa^ andf 
•rfir no 9tbir Pwrfofe nubatjoe^rf Is it not evident, that, 
if no immediate Appropriation had been intended, thefe 

Words affrvfriaiei *» tht iifihmrging the Princifal and 

Inierefl $/ fiub national DebtSj as were incurred before tbe 
2^tb of December 1716, and are declared to be nationdU 

Deks, and not provided for fy Parliaments muft nc- 

ceiTarily have been left oat? 

From what I have faid, my Lords, it mnft, I think, de* 
monftrably appear to your Lordihips, that wherever the Pro» 
jedl for eftabli&ing the Sinking Fund, by reducing the Intcr- 
eft payable to the Creditors of the Public, took its Rife, it 
was impoffible for the Government to execute this ProjeA, 
without the Afliftance, as well as the Agreement of the Bank 
and Soutb'Sea Companies : That, befides the public Advan* 
tage, which might perhaps be fome Inducement to them, 
they had likewife their own private Advantage ; becaufe 
they thereby rendered the Payment of their Principal fecurc, 
which would have otherwife been extremely precarious: 
That, as they had an Inducement from their own private Ad- 
vantage, we muft from the Nature of Things prefume, that 
they made the fecuring them in the Enjoyment of this pri- 
vate Advantage, an exprefs Condition in their Agreement, 
as well as in tlM^ir Promife, to affift the Government in the 
Execution of the Prpjed ; aikl this Claufe which I have read 
to you, we* muft therefore look upon, as a Claufe exprcfly 
fiipulated by thefe two Companies, and which they then 
looked on, as an abfolute Security for the Enjoyment of that 
private Advantage they had in view t We muft for this 
Reafbn confefs, that thefe two Cbmpanies have a Right in 
tbe Sinking'Fund, not only from their previous Contra^, . 
but f]x>m the very Words of this Claufe ; and if the other 
Redeemables had taken or called for their Money, thefe two 
Companies muft have paid the whole, confequently, their 
Right in the Sinking-Fund would then have extended to 
the full Value of all the Redeemables, whoie Intereft was 
llicn reduced. Miift we not then in Equity conclude, that 
z thofe 
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Aono?. Gco.II. thofe Redeemables, who did not call for their MoDcy, hat 
'735- accepted of an interell of j per Cent, come in place of the 

^rvXJ two Companies, and have a Right to enjoy the Benefit of 
their Contrad ? This, my Lords, I wo^der to hear m the 
leaft controverted in this Houfe, where fo great a Regard 
has always been fhewn to Equity, and to what appears to 
have been the Intention of Parties at the Time of contnid- 
ing. 

At for the Tranfaflion between the Government and the 
. Scuth-S f a CompsLJiy, in the Years 17 19 and 20, from the 
whole Tenour of that Tranfadion, it appears, that the Com- 
pany as well as the Government, fuppofed all along, that 
the Sinking-Fond, and Encreafe thereof, (hould remain ap* 
propriated to the Paying off the public Debts, contra£ted 
before the Year 1716, and to that Ufe only ; for coold ei- 
ther the Company or the Government fuppofe, that any one 
of the Proprietors of the Redeemables would have fubfcribed 
his Debt into the Soutb-Sea Company, if he had been there- 
by to give up the Right he then had for being paid his Prin- 
cipal out of the Sinking-Fuud ? Or could eifher of them fup- 
pofe, that the Annuitants would have fubfcribed their An- 
nuities at any Price into the South Sea Company, if they had 
thought, that they were thereby to accept of a much (mail- 
er Annul t)-, without any Security for theif Principal; and 
indeed without any tolerable Certainty for their Annuities 
being continued, fo long as they were then by Law pay- 
able ? Such Suppofitions, either in the Company or in the 
Government, would have been ridiculous ; and that neither 
of them made any fuch, appears almoil from every Claufe 
in the Aft. From the whole Tenour of the Ad, it appears, 
that the Meaning and Intention of both Parties was, that 
the Sinking-Fund and the Encreafe thereof, (hould remain 
appropriated to the Payment of the public Debts, contrad-> 
ed before the Year 1 7 1 6, and that it ihould never be applied 
to any other Ufe; and upon this AiTurance it certainly was, 
that the Redeemables, as well as the Irredeemables, fub- 
fcribed fo readily into the South-Sea Fund. This was cer- 
tainly the De£gn and the Intention of all the contrafling 
Parties, both in the Year 1716 and in the Year 1720 j and 
now to pretend, that there was no fuch Contrad, that thcr 
Creditors have no Right in the Sinking-Fund, merely be^ 
caufe this Contrad is not recited in the Preambles of thefe 
Ads, in as full and ample a Manner, aa a Conveyancer 
would perhaps have recited it in a 'Deed, between privato 
J'arties, is a Method q{ Reafgning I am fare not to be ufed 
10 this fioufc. 

It 




( SIT ) , f^ 

It is true, my Lords, after a certain Provillon Was made", Anno S.G/ 
not only for paying the yearly Intereft to the public Credi- 'Tj S 
tors, but likewife for paying oflf their Principal, in a fmall 
Number of Years ; in a Term that was within every Man's 
View, and in fuch a ihort Term, that it was not probable 
this Country would, in that Time, meet with any fuch Dif- 
aftcr, as might interrupt the Payment either of Principal or 
Interefl:, h then began to be an Advantage to be among 
thofe Creditors, who were the laft to be paid ofF; and the 
South-Sea Company, by a Claufe in this laft Aft, wifely put 
themfelves among the laft who were to be difcharged ; But 
if the Dodrine now broached fliould prevail, if two or three 
more Mifapplications, fuch as that now before us, fhould 
be made, thjs would foon ceafe to be an Advantage ; the 
only Conteft would be, who fhould be firft paid off, becaufe 
every Man would begin to be afiraid, that an entire Stop 
would be put to the Annuity* as well as the Payment of 
the Principal, before the laft Creditors could be paid oft*. 

That the Landed-Intereft ought not to be loaded with any 
unneceflkry Charge, is what every Man will acknowledge ; 
but our prefent Land- holders are all, I hope. Gentlemen of 
better Senfe, than to defire that their Pofterity fhould be ru- 
ined, for the Sake of giving them a fmall prefent Relief;, 
and I am perfuaded, there is not a Land-holder in England 
would either xAurmur or complain at his being loaded with 
four Shillings in the Pound, if he faw that it was abfolutely 
neceftfary for the Prefervation of his King and Country : But 
this, my Lords, is the Difference, and the true Caufe of this 
new DoN^rine, when any additional or new Tax is impofed, 
the People feel the Weight of the annual public Expence ; 
ithis puts them upon enquiring into the Neceftity for that Ex- 
pence, and when they can lee no Neceffity for it, they not 
only murmur, but thofe Murmurings become dangerous to 
the Minifters, who fubjcd the Nation to fuch an unneceffary 
Expence : Whereas no Man feels what is taken from the 
Sinking-Fund, therefore no Man enquires into the NecefEty 
of that Expence, which occaiions its being plundered ; and 
for this Reafon, it will always.be looked on by Minifters, as 
a Fund which they may fquander with Safety ; but this 
may, and will probably at laft, fall heavy upon fome 
Prince of his Majefly's Family : At the fame Time that he 
itts alrooft all the Revenues in the Nation mortgaged for old 
Debts, he may find himfelf engaged in War, as expenfive 
as was that War which occafioned thofe Debts ; and this is 
io melancholy a Profpeft, that the meer Poffibiiity of its ex- 
jfting muft give' the moft affidiDg Sorrow to every Man, 

who 
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Aanog. Geo.n. wlio has the Security and Honour of the prefimt lojral Fi- 
1735. * mily truly at Heart. 

That the greateft Part of our prefent Sinking-Ptand, n 
owing to the yearly Prodoce of our Taxes being much gyeat- 
» er now than it was in Tixne of War, is, mj JJords, what 
cannot be controverted^ and that the Encreafe is owing to 
the P#ace we enjoy, is what can as litde, I think, be contio- 
verted ; for granting that the Encroafe of the yearly Produce 
of our Taxes, is owing to the Encreafe of our People, to the 
Encreafe of our Luxury, and to the good Management and 
Exadbiefs in colk^ng our Taxes, yet as thefe tluree depend 
upon the Peace we now enjoy, therefore it mnft be granted^ 
that the Eacreafe of the yearly Produce of our Taxes de« 
pends alfo upon that Peace. If we were engaged in a fo- 
reign War, we ihould be obliged to fend a great Army a- 
hroad, fuppofing we feat only 20,000 Men, we mnft aikiw 
that an Army of 20,000 eftdive Men, would cany at loft 
30,000 of our People out of the Kingdom ; and confidering 
the many Taxes our. People pay at pre&nt, we may reckon 
that eyery Man and Woman in the Kingdom, one with an- 
other, pays at leaft a Penny a Day towards d^e public Ex* 
pence ; fo that if by the War 30,000 of our People (hoold 
be carried out of the Kingdom, by that one Article, there 
would be a certain Decreafe in the Produce of our Taxes,^ 10 
the Amount of near 46,000 /. yearly ; to which mnft be 
added, the Decreafe that would be occaiioaed by our fend- 
ing oat great Fleets yearly ; for tho* our Ships of War, be 
generally fnmifhed with the nedeilary Provihons at honie» 
yet none of the Seamen on board confume (b much erf" the 
Provifions of their own Countiy, or contribute fo modi to 
the Taxes, as they would do if they were living at houK. 
With refpedl to our Luxury, it is a Maxim which always 
holds true, that People are never fo luxurious in Time of 
War, as they are in Time of Peace ; and as the Luxuiy of 
our People would decreafe, we muft therefore cxped that 
the Produce of Taxes would decreafe. But, my Lords, the 
greateft Decreafe of all, would be occdioned by its being 
impoffible to colled our Cafloms fo regularly, or to prevent 
Smuggling in Time of War, fo much as we do in Time of 
Peace : We (hould have our G)aits full of Privateers, and 
thoft Privateers would not only make it impoffible for onr 
Cuflom-houfe Sloops, to guard our Coafts againft Smugglers^ 
but would often become Smugglers themfelves ; and when a 
great Profit is to be got, it would be impoffible to prevent 
our People's dealing with them. Thefe Confiderations mull 
fhew to your Lordibips, that oar Sinking-Fond would be but 

a very 
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a very ancertaini^aundation, for fupporting a heavy and ex- Anno 8. Geo.Jh 
penfive War, 1735- 

With refpefl to oar Power of altering^ amending, or re* ^ 
pealing any Law, it is not at prefent, my Lords, the Quef- 
tion before us j bat this Houfe has always been extreamly 
cautious of doing fo, when fuch Alteration, Amendment or 
Repeal, ntight probably hurt the Property of private Men j 
and the Bill now before us, muft certainly be looked on, as 
a Repeal of all thofe Laws, by which the Sinking-Fund has 
been appropriated, to the paying off the Debts contra^ed 
before 1716; and tho* that Repeal may not immediately 
much injure the Property of the Creditors of the Public, yet 
it is laying a Precedent, by which their Property may at laft 
be entirely annihilated ; for the Necdfities of State may at 
lad be made an Argument for feizing, not only upon that^ 
Fund^ which ought to be applied to paying their Principal, 
but upon thofe Funds which ought to be applied to the Pay- 
ment of their Annuities ; and if ever that happens, they 
will not only feel, but will complain loudly of the Bill now 
before us. The Sinking Fund is as ftrongly and as firmly 
eflabliihed for the Payment of their Principal, as the other 
Funds are for the Payment of their Annuities : In both Ca- 
fes, I can look upon the Parliament, only as the Truftees of 
the People, and as fuch, I mufl mdeed dbubt, whether ^e 
have a Power to do what is propoled by the Bill. Let me 
fuppofe, my Lords, a Gentleman, who has a Mortgage up« 
on his Eftate, ha^ fettled 3,000/. a Year Rent- Charge out 
of his Eftate in Truftees, 2000 /. whereof to be applied by 
them yearly, towards paying the Intereft, and 1000/. to 
be applied yearly towards paying off fo nmch of the princi* 
pal Mohey due upon the Mortgage ; fuppofe this Gendeman 
fhoQld" afterwards grow a litde extravagant, that he ihould 
apply to his Truftees, and tell them he had Occafion for that 
1000 A a Year, for the neceflaiy Ufes of his Family, and 
that as the Mortgagee did not want hif Money, they might 
let alo|ie paying oft any Part of the Principal for that Year, 
in order to fupply thofe Neceffities which nis Extravagance 
had brought upon him : Now, ray Lords, J fhould be glad 
to know, whether the Truftees could comply with fuch a 
Requeft, or if they did, whether the Heirs of that Gentle- 
man would be bound, by a Court of Equity, to approve of 
what the Truilees had done ; I am apt to believe they would 
not; however, as I am no Lawyer, I (hall not be pofitive, 
but would be glad the noble Lord upon the Wool-^ck would 
give the Houfe his Opinion upon the Cafe. 

The Objeaion, that if the public Creditor* had a Right 
in the Sinking-Fund, it could not be applied towards re- 

I735, Rrr ducing 
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AnncS.Oco.JI.ducing any of thofe Taxes, which are molt grievous npcm 
1735- the Poor, is an ObjedUoQ that has already been made, and 
Ci- V -i^ then received a full Anfwcr, but as it is liow again repeated, 
allow me, my Lords, to repeat the Anfwer. The pablit 
Creditors have a Right to have the Sinking-Fund applied 
yearly to the Difcharge of fome of thofe.Dcbts which were 
contraded before the Year 1716; but th^ Parliament may 
apply it to tKe Payment of which of thofe Debts it pleaies : 
As our Taxes are all roongaged, for the Payment of ibme 
one or other of thofe Debts, no Tax cani>e reduced, till the 
Debt for which it is mortgaged be paid off; the Meanii^ 
of that Motion therefore was, that the Parliament fliould ap- 
ply the Sinking-Fund, to the Payment of thofe Debts, for 
which our moft grievous Taxes are mortgaged, in order that 
the Tax, might then be reduced ; fo that in that Motion, 
there wa^ nothing, my Lords, in the leait inconMent with 
that Right, which the public Creditors have in the Sinkmg- 
Fund ; which Right is, in my Opinion, as good a Right, as 
the Right they have in thofe Funds, which are appropria- 
ted for the Payment of their Annuities ; and thmfore I 
cannot but give my Negative to the Bill now before us.* 

The Bill pafled. The Queilion for paffing the Bill being at laft put, it was 
carried in the Afhrmative^ without a Divi£on. 

Sptakcn. 'Thc Speakers in' this Debate were, againft the Bill, the 

Lord Carteret^ the Lord Bathurft^ and the Earl of Afles- 
■^ ford: And for the Bill, the Lord Hervey^ the Duke of Aicw- 

caftle; and the Earl of lloy. 

Siotcb Habeas ^TT^ ^ ^ ^'^ ^^^ explaining and amending an Aft pafled 
Corpus Bill. j^ in the Parliament of Scotlandy in the Year 1701, en* 

titled. Ah A^ fir pre'venting ^wrongous ImpriJbnmentSf imi a- 
gainft undue Deltas in Trials^ having, 'after a long Debate, 
pafTed in the Houfe of Comnnons the 5th of May, on. the 
9th of the fame Month the faid Bill was read a fecond time m 
the Houfe of Lords, when a Motion was made by the Earl 
of Strafford^ for having the faid A61 pafied in Scotland in the 
Year 1701, read to the Houfe ; whereupon the Earl of /Agr 
flood up, and fpoke to this EfFeft, <viz. 
fhe Earl of ' My Lords, I ihall readily join with the noble Lord ia 

i/^j's Speech a- the Motion he has made for having the Adl, to which the 
gatfiii it. Bill refers, read to your Lordfhips : This I will rather agree 

to, becaufe it has of late been induftrioufly reported, that 
the Liberty of the Subjeft in Scotland Is no way fecuied : It 
has, 1 know, been confidently afTerted, that the Subjeds in 
that Part of the liland, are iliU in a State of atifolute Sla- 
very ; but when your Lordihips hav^ heard that A&. rtaud, 

jroa 
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yoa will fee ^hat there is no manner of ground far fuch Rc-Annotcg^. ii, 

ports. Your Lord'fhips wiJi fee that the Scou have not been ^ ^Sj^ " 

idle, whenever they had an Opportunity for fecuring their 

Liberties, or for amending, explaining, or enforcing that Part 

of their Law which relates to fecuring the Rights and Liber - 

ties of the Subje^ : Therefore I hope your Lordfhips will 

give all poilible Attention to the reading of this A6t ; and as 

there are fome Law-terms and Expreffions in it which feme of 

your Lordfhips may. not perhaps fo well underftand, I (hall beg 

Leave, after it is read, to give A>me fhort Explanation of 

them, from which I hope I (hall be able to make it appear, 

that the A€t ftands no way in need of any Amendment or 

Explanation ; and that the Bill now before us, indead of 

fecuring the Rights and Liberties of the Subjed, will render 

them more uncertain and precarious than they were before.' 

The Aft was then read, and then his Lordfhip flood up 
again, and, after giving a fbort Explanation of the ScQtc& 
Law-terms went on to tlus ESk€t. 

* Thus, your Lordfhips may fee, that no Man in Stotland 
can be taken up or iroprlfoned, unlefs an Information ill 
Writing, and £gned by the Informer, befirfl exhibited againfl 
hint ; and when any Perfon is to be fent to Prifon, the Ma- 
giibate who commits him is by Law obliged to exprefs in 
his Warrant of Commitment, the Crime he is charged with, 
or the Caufe of his Imprifbnment ; and forther, the Jaylor 
or Keeper of the Prifon to which he is committed, is ob« 
liged to deliver to the Prifoner, a Copy of his Warrant of 
Commitment : Then, my Lords, with refped to Trials, if 
a Prifoner be not brought to his Trial within a certain Num- 
ber of Days in the Ad limited^ he may apply to the proper 
Court, and upon fuch Application, that Court is by Law 
obliged to bring him to an immediate Trial, or otherwife to 
difcharge him. And lafUy, my Lor4s, with refped to Bail ; 
if the C^rime with which any Prifonef is charged^ be baila- 
ble, it is exprefly ordered )>y the famje Ad, that the Judge 
or Magiflrate before whom he is brought upon any fuch 
' Chargey^^fhall adpiit him to j^» and fhall not require Bail 
for any great or immoderate Sum ; nay, the Law goes far- 
ther, it limits the Magiflrate %o a certain Sum for which he is 
to take Bail, according to the Rank and Quality of the Per- 
fon accufed ; and the Sums fo limited, are by this Ad fo 
fmall, that even the Parliament of Scotland thought fit after- 
wards to encreafe them to double the Sums firfl appointed. 

From thefe few Obfervations, your Lordfhips may fee 
that the Liberty of the Subjed in Scotland^ is as fully fecu- 
red by this Ad, as the Liberty of the Subjed is in Ef^tand 
by the Habeas Corpus ; nay, with refped to Bail, the Liber- 
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AnnoS. Geo.Il. ty of a Subjcft in Scotland vi^ in my Opinion, better feciii«d» 
173 f' becaufe th6 Sum fjr which a Man is to give Bail, is there 
l^Sr^J limited and afceruined ; whereas, in England^ the Sum for 
ivhich a Man is to give Bail, is left entirely to the Diibc- 
tion of the Judge or Magidrate who is to uke the Bail. It 
is true, in Scotland, zn Information upon Oath is not re- 
quired ; but that proceeds from the whole Spirit and Tenor 
pf their Laws, by which an Oath is deemed fo facred, that 
it is not prefumed, that any real honed Man will voluntarily 
fubje6l himielf to it ; and whoever does fo, is called an ul- 
troneous Witnefs, which is in that Country always deemed 
a good Reafon for fufpe^ng his Evidence ; and in all cri- 
minal Matters, the Lawyers and Judges of Scotland^ hare 
always been of Opinion, that no Witnefs ought to be exa* 
mined upon Oath again^ any Min, but In a public Coorty 
and in the Prefence of the Prifoner, when he and his Coun* 
fel have an Opportunity, and have always full Liberty to 
crofs-examine the Witndb, and to make him explain fully 
every thing he fays.' 

His Lotdihip then fjpoke to the feveral Ganfes of the Bill, 
and endeavoured to fhew the bad Confequences with which 
they would be attended, and then concluded with his being 
againft committing of che Bill, for the Reafons he had offer* 
ed ; and becaufe, that if there was any Caufe for altering 
the Law of Scotland, he thought fuch a great Alteration as 
was propofed by that Bill» ought not to be made, but after 
the mofl full and mature ConGderation, which he thought 
they could not have Time for, h near die End of a Seffion 
of Parliament. 

To this the Lord Carteret anfwered in Subfiance as fid- 
lows, <i//z. 
Lord Carteret. « My Lords, as I cannot pretend to any Knowledge in 
the Law of Scotland, thuch lefs to fuch a thorough Know- 
ledge of that Law as (he noble Lord who fpoke bft^ I am 
at fome Lof& when I rife up, to fpeak to the Bill now befinc 
us. J will grant, my Lords, that the Scots have provided 
as well for their Rights and Liberties as they could, and that 
they have formerly endeavoured to prevent all the Dangers 
and Encroachments which could then be forefeen; but it is 
impofTible, it would be vain in any Man, or in any Set of 
Men, to pretend to guard againft all the Dangers that may 
thereafter arife. 1 iic Fads or Events which gave Occafion 
, for bringing this Bill into the other Houfc, arc not, it is 
y true, before us 5 but it is certain, and I have even heard, 
that lome Things have happened lately in that Country, 
which flicw, that all the Encroachments that may be made 
upon the Liberty of the Subjedl, are not ftifficicntly guarded 

againll 



( 517 ) 

flgainft by the AH of the Scotcl^ Farliameot which }ias been Anno ; 
now read to yob : Thcfc late Occurrences, we may iTuppofei, \J2} 
gave Rife to this fiill in the other Hotife ; and si& there arc ^ 
a great many Gentlemen in that HDufe who thoroughly uti- 
deriland the Law of Scot/attd, wc muil: fuppoie that they 
siade it fully appear fo the Houfe^ that Come fuch Bill was 
seceflary, before the Bill could paJfi in that Houre. 

This, my Lords, is a general Rcafon, at lea ft, for our not 
rejeding this^BiU^ but from the Objeftions the no bk Lord 
has been pleafed to make to it^ I plainly fee there is a Ne*- 
ceflity for pafling fome fuch Bill. It is, I think, moft nn. 
reafonable, that any Man fhould be deprived of his Liberty^ 
and fubjefted to the Danger and Expence of a TVial, per- 
hap for his Life and Fortune, upon a vague- and general 
Information, not fwom to, but only iigned by the Informer ; 
which he may, perhaps, have given out of Malice, or in 
a Pafhon. 1 ihall always tMnk that fome fort of Evidence 
is neceiTary, before a Subje^l be imprifoned, or fo much at 
profecuted for any Crime ; and I am fure, the lead Evidence 
that can, in fuch a Cafe, be required, is the Oath of one 
Witnefe. Another particular Reafon for evincing the Neceffity 
of fome fuch Bill is, that I find it is neither the Law nor the 
Cuftom in Scot/an^, to examine the Perfon accufed before he 
is committed to Pnfon ; yet this I muft think ought always 
to be done, becauie, by fuch Examination, the Magiflrate 
who grants his Warrant, may find, that the Information 
upon which he granted the Warrant, was falfe and malici* 
ous. This, my Lords, I am convinced of from Experience; 
for wken I had the Honour to be in a Place of high Truft 
under the Crown, there was a FeUow came to me, and gave 
me an Information upon Oath, of no lefs a Crime than 
High-Treafon, againfl fome Peifons in f§^apping ; which In- 
formation was fo clear and diilind, tod the Fads (o proba- 
ble, that I had not the leafl Reafoir to doubt of it ; how- 
ever, as it was mv Duty, I ordered ^e Perfbns accufed to 
be brought diredly before me ; and, upon examining them, I 
very ibon found that it was a £dfe and a villainous Informa- 
tion, given by a Fellow who had run deeply in their Debt; 
and had taken that Way to get free of what he owed them ; 
whereupon I difmifTed the Perfons accufed, and had the In- 
former immediately fecured : Of this Story 1 acquainted his 
late Majefly, who was fo good as to cntler the Attorney- 
General to profecute the Fdlow for Peijnry, of which he 
was accordingly convidled, and for which he fufiiaxd fe- 
verdy. 

His Lordibip then proceeded to examine the Objections 
made to the icveral Claufes of the Bill, moft of which h« 
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AtiwV. pto.tt' endeovomtd not only to anfwer, but to (hew, that fiom tutt 

. X735* of them arofe a ibong Argument for the Neceiiity of paf- 
^^*V"^^ fihg foroc fuch Bill. Some of the ObjcSions howcv^ he 
admitted, but ihewed, that they might be very eafily re- 
moved by Amendments, which might and certainly would 
be made in the Committee; and concluded with iaymg^ 
Hiat he hoped he had fasd enough to perfuade their LorcUhips 
that they ou^ht to commit the Bill, where they might make 
what Alterations and Amendments they thought proper ; and 
i£ any of their lA>rdfhip$ fhould not be pleafed with it whn 
fo altered and amended, diey might throw it out upon the 
third reading ; but this was not complied with, as appears by 
. the following Pipteil entered the iame Day. ^ 

HifJie zia *vice kBa eft J^iVAi, Entitled, Am Ja fanx- 
plaining and amtnding atf AB paffed in the Pariiamint of Scot* 
l^d, and in the Year one thou/and fe^en hundred and otu. En- 
titled, An ASt fir preventing Hurongpus Imfrifinnumt, ' and 
againfi undue Delays in Tryali^ Propofed to commit the 
Bill. 

.QtttfHonwhe- After Debate, the Queftion was pot. Whether this Bill 

;|J:j,f;f^„.lhall be committed? 

imittcd, paOedin It wa3 rcfolvcd in thc Nejjative, Contents 28, N^t Cam* 

the Negative, tents 6^ 

Vifftntient, 
Prctefl theitoa. i . Becaiife we apprehend a Bill of this Nature, ient up 
/rom the Houfe of Commons, ought at leaft to have under- 
gone the Form of g Commitment % iince whatever was ua- 
necefiary or wrong in it, might there have been left out or 
amended. , But feveral Matters contained in the Bill feem to 
us highly expedient to be^paifed into a Law; forty the 
Law of Scotland^ as it now ftands, any Judge may, by a 
fummary Warrant, cofnmit Perfons upon Information figB- 
ed without any Qath |hade, and without convening the Par- 
ties before him, or hearing what they can alledge in their 
own Juilification, and fend them to a remote Prifon in any 
Corner of the Kingdom. No exprefs Words in any Statute, 
do at prefent forbid fuch a Pradlice, and we have great Rea- 
fon to believe that fome Abufe of this unlimited Power did 
appear before the Houfe of Commons, which might pro- 
bably give thc iirll Rife to the Bill. 

.- 2. Becauie, as the Habeas Cortus A6t is the great Security 
of the Liberties of this Part ot the united Kingdoms, ic 
would be, in oar Opinion both unfafe and ungenerous, no( 
to extend the fame Liberty to the other. For, Hiould they, 
who )uye hitherto been brave Aflertors of their Liberties, 
fbd 




fittd tlieinfelv^s btpored to Oppreflion, from which the itft ofwnol 

their Fellow-Subjcas are fccured by Law, Neccffity may ^ ^^ ^ 

promj^t them to attempt, by Violence, to free themfelves ; 

or Revenge provoke them to become the Inibuments of 

Power, and brings us under the fame Dependence. And the 

Hiftory of the late Times fufficiently convinces us, that in '< I 

thofe Keigns, when arbitrary Power was deiSgned and at* '^ 

tempted in this Kingdom, defperate and adventurous Agents 

were firft fent to try the Experiment in Scotland. 

3. Becaufe there was a Provifion in the Bill, to prevent 
an Abufe of feis^ing Perfons on Pretence of Debt, and de-^ 
taining them till the Eledlions were over, where they had 
a Right to vote; the ProtedUon granted by the Bill was no 
more than what every common Court of Juftice adnall/ 
allows to any Evidence whofe IVefence may be necefikry in 
Matters of much lefs Confeqiience : And we cannot help tefti* 
fying our Surprize, that this Regulation has not ahready been 
made over the whole united Kmgdoms: We hope however, 
another Seilion will not pafs without taking effedtual Care 
to prevent fuch sr dangerous Abufe of Law. 

4. Becaufe Experience has (hewn us the Benefit whicK 

arofe from delivering the Subje6b of that Part of the : 

KiiigdOm from their Vailalage, and freeing them from n £ 

fervile Dependence on their Superiors ; and, as we conceive W 

the Purport of this Bill was no more than a natural Extenfion 
of the fame Meafure, it would have been the moft probable^ 
if not the only Method to eradicate any remaining Difa£n£U- 
on ; though we have no Grounds to fuppofe, from any late 
Tranfadioiis, that there is any fuch. On the contrary, 
thofe who were thought the moft difaffeded, have lately ap- 
peared fufficiently tradable. But what Difafiedlion the ro-j 
je£ting fuch a BiU may create, even among the beft Subje^, 
and thofe who have always been mofl attadied to the prefent 
Eilablifhment, we cannot refleA upon without Concern* 
For, as the Union was made in fupport of the pre&nt Efla* 
bliihment, which is founded upon the Revolution, and the 
Revolution upon Principles of Liberty, they who have al- 
ways aiTerted thofe Principles, may ( as we apprehend) juft- 
]y complain, that the Liberty of the Subjed is not equail]^ 
fecured in every Part of the united Kingdom. 

5 . Becaufe, we are apprehenfive it will appear very ex- 
traordinary to the World, that a Bill for the Security of the 
Liberty of the Subjed, ihould have been thrown out of thia 
Houfe without a Commitment, when fi> many Bills have 
pafled for laying on or continuing fevere and heavy Dutiea 
upon them. Remote Apprehenfions, Dangers barely poffi* 
ble, and Safpicions of Difa&£Uon, have been Ar^umentB , 
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Aiinoj^. Geo. II formerly made ufe of on the Side of the QRywn, far cnaft* 
X735> ing the fevereft penal Laws upon the Subjed ; and we am« 
""""'"^^ ceive it iliH more incumbent on the Legiilature to be watch- 
fol over the Liberties of the People, committed to their 
Care, (ince it is much eafier to reftrain Liberty fiom nmniBg 
into Licentiottfneis, than Power from fwelling into Tyranny 
imd Oppreflion. 

(6. Becaofe Liberty being the common Birth-right of all 
Mankind, and ilill preicrved to this Nation by the Wifdom 
and Courage of our Ancefiors, we think an Infringement of 
that Right, though but for an Hour, by wrongful Impiifon* 
^ * ment, is not only an Injury to the Per&n immediately con- 

cerned, but a notorious Invaiion of the Conftitution. We 
ihould not deferve thofe Liberties ourfelves, if we did not 
take the moft efic^tual Methods to trapfmit them in their 
full £xtent to latefl Pofterity, and to reftraut, by proper 
Laws, any flagitious Attempts of Minifters prompted by 
Ambition, or drove by Defpair, who may at any time here- 
after endeavour to undermine or attack them. Humanity 
and Generofity particularly call upon us, who are diftin- 
guiflied by many Privileges and Advantages peculiar to onr- 
felves, to fecure to the People that Liberty which they have 
an equal Right to with us ; a Blefling! the xneaneft Subjed of 
this Kingdom ought ever to enjoy in common with d» 
peateft. 

ChtfierJUld^ Oxford and Morlhner^ Monijoy^ Havir- 
Jham^ Suffolk, FoUy^ Cohham, Strafford, Batbmrft^ 
Litchfield^ Boyle^ Berk/hire^ Co'ventry^ UMmU, 
Cower, IVinchel/ca^ Northampton. 

Tlie Bill cejea* The Queftion having been thus carried againil committing 
c^ this Bill, It was therefore of courfe rejeOed. 

The ParKament ^ 7hurjday the 1 5 th of MiVf the King Came to the Houfe 
^xogued. of Peers, and the Commons being fent for, his Majefty gave 

the Royal AlTent to feveral public and private Bills, and 

dofed the Seflion with a Speech, to be found in ChamUirs 

Hift. Anno 8. George II. 1735. P. loi. 

As the following State Of the national Debt was laid before 

the Houfe of Lords this SeiTions of Parliament, it may ooc 

be improper to infert it here. 
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Northampton, p. 14, 19, n, 27, 29, 34, 35, 3^^ 'If 

48, 64, 85, 88, 91, 93, i2i, 219, 221, 242, 243, 
24S^ 285, 286, 328, 412, 428, 434, 520. 

Oxford and Mordnwr, p. 12, 14, 19, 21, 27, 291^ 
34. S5> 37» 48, 93» "I, fl»3, 219, 221, 242, 
285, 286, 328, 52a 

V. 

Plymouth, p. 12, 14, 19, 21, 27, 34, 35, 37, 48. 

Queenfbcrry, p. 432* 

^evnolds Bp. p. 484, 487 . .<r 1 

^'o^c^^rry, p.432- 
>:wtncs, p. 432. - , 

Roxburgh, p. 432. * 

S. , . " 

Salton, p. 432. »; , 

Scarfdale, p. 12, 14, 19, 2ij 27, 37, 64, 85, 88, * 
9h 93> ^03, 219, 412, 428, 434. 

U tt u Shafts- 
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ShaftAury, p. 58, 64, 85, 88, 91, 169, 183, 242, 
^85, 186, 413, 428, 434, 484, 487. 

Somerfcc, p. 410, 425. 

Stair, p. 183^ 221} 242, 243, 245, 285, 286, 
328* 432. 

Strafford, p. 12, 14, 15, 19, 21, 27, 29^ 34, 35, 
37» 48. 58* 62, 64, 85, 88, 91, 93, 121, 169, 
183, 203, 219, 221, 242, 243, 245, 285, 286, 
328, 412, 428» 434» 5^0. 

Straihmore, p. 432. 

Suffolk, p. 64, 85, 88, 183, 203, 219, 242, 4i;z, 
428, 434, 520. 

Sunderland, [now Duke of Marlborough] p. 34, 
3n» 169. 

•T, 

Tadcaller, p. 64, 91, 203, 219, 221, 2:42, 243^ 
245, 410, 425. 

Thanet, p. 27, 29, ^35^ 48* 64, 85, 88, 769, 
183, 242, 243, 24s,9iPs, 286, 32?, 412, 428, 

d7A, 84, 487, 520. , 

iWvcdale, p. 64, 85, 88, 91, 169, 183, 203, 

' ;, 221, 242, 243, 24s, .285, 328, 432. i 

W, 

Warrington, p. 15, 19, 21, 27, 34, 35; 48, 85, 
88, 91, 203, 219, 221, 412, 428, 434. 

Wefton, p. 12. • 

Weymouth, p. 203, 219, 221, 285, 2S6, 328. 

Willoughby de Broke, p. 12, 14, 19, 21, 27, 37, 
48, 203, 219, 221, 242, 285, 286. 

Winchelfea and Nottbgham, p. 64, 85, 88, 91, 
169, 183, 203, 21$, 221, 242, 243, 245, 28s, 
286, 328, 484, 487, 520. 
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